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The Ckisis of Liberalism and Democracy as seen from 

THE Continental and Anglo-Saxon Points of View 

The German edition of this book was dedicated to " My 
Masters and Pupils in Germany Thus it was originally 
dedicatfd to those who had experienced m their own lives 
the tremendous changes of an age of transformation. If 
this book appears in Engli^, its function alters auto- 
matically. It is no longer an attempt at self-enlightenment, 
made for the benefit of those who have actually lived through 
these experiences ; it attempts to explain the standpoint 
of these people to a world which has only hearsay knowledge 
of such changes and is still wrapped in an illusion of 
traditional stability. 

We should not tiy to belittle or conceal the difference 
between these points of view. It is most clearly expressed 
in the fact that to the Western countries the collapse of 
liberalism and democracy and the adoption of a totalitarian 
system seem to be the passing symptoms of a crisis which 
is confined to a few nations, while those who live within 
the danger zone experience this transition as a chaise in 
the very structure of modem society. 

For those who are spared these convulsions it is consoling 
to think that the world is still suffering from the effects of 
the War. They are glad to soothe ttemselves with the 
reflection that ^ctatorships have often been established in 
the course of history as temporary solutions in an emergency. 
On the other hand those who have had first-hand knowledge 
of the crisis, even if they are keen opponents of dictatorship, 
are united in the belief that both &e social order and the 
psychology of human beings are changii^ through and 
through, and that if this is an evil it is an which sooner 
or later is bound to spread. They are convinced moreover 
that we should not let oursdves be duped by this momentary 
luU, but should use it to acquire the new techniques, without 

8 
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which it is impossible to face the new atoation. The 
difference in experience is irreconcilable ; it colours both 
the interpretation of isolated facts and the diagnosis of 
the portion as a whole. Where human and social problems 
are concerned there ought to be a continuous exchange of 
ideas between different countries and groups. It is only 
too easy for a nation to drug itself with false assumptions 
or to distort the meaning of events to fit a frame of reference 
which is justified, not so much by the facts themselves as 
by the mood prevailing in the country. Here exaggerated 
pessimism can be just as dangerous as exaggerated optimism. 
The task of those to whom destiny has given the opportunity 
of living in many different countries and of id^tifying 
themselves with various points of view has always been to 
consider this conflict of attitudes and to work it out for 
themselves, in a form where differences of opinion can 
either be diametrically opposed or blended in a new 
synthesis. 

The author has derived the greatest profit from learning 
to think about this very matter both from the German 
and the English points of view. This book in its present 
form has been influenced first by his experiences in 
Germany and later by the English way of thinking, and 
is an attempt at reconciling the two. 

To this book the old sa 3 dng, “ Habent sm fata libelli " 
can be truly applied. When the different chapters of 
this book were written its author was completely under 
the influence of experiences bred by the disintegrating 
tendencies of liberal democratic society. His attention was 
primarily directed to the failure of the liberal democratic 
madiinery in the Weimar Republic ; he had witnessed its 
impotence to solve the problems of modem mass society. 
He saw how, under certain social conditions, the planlessness 
of the liberal order tmned into anarchy, how the principle 
of laissez-faire, which once maintained the balance of the 
social process, at this stage of development resulted in 
chaos, both in political and in cultural life. 

Owing to these experiences he realized that laissez-faire 
in the old sense would no longer work ; but that at the 
present stage of industrial society phmning in some form 
or other was inevitable. He was not at all clear what 
form this planning ought to take, if it were not to do 
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violence to the spontaneous forces of society. He had not 
at that time much hope of learning anything from a study 
of the liberal and democratic countries, for he involimtarily 
shared the feeling prevalent in Central Europe that the 
democratic S3«tem already run its course. 

This sceptical outlook was not in keeping with his 
private intimations. This book was written, even then, 
from the point of view of a man for whom freedom wd 
personal responsibility were the highest of all values. But 
he, and those like him, were anxious to guard against 
self-deception. A realistic description and a theoretical 
anal3rsis of what was happening in the crisis of liberal 
democracy seemed to him more important than a mere 
ideologic^ assertion of the merits of freedom and self- 
determination. 

The concrete analysis of this failure would— he thought — 
at least draw attention to the cause of the evil. The social 
organism cannot be cured by pme rathusiasm, but only by 
a sober investigation of the causes of the disease. 

The German edition of this book is in this sense complete 
in itself, and represents a stage in the writer’s attempt to 
explain the working of modem society. Tire English edition, 
compared with the German, is almost a new work ; partly 
because it contains new chapters, but also because the 
original sections have been redocumented and further 
elaborated. The most important difference in outlook— 
as already indicated — ^is that recently the writer has been 
living in a country where liberal democracy functions 
almost imdisturbed. This gave him the opportunity of 
studying the effects of its principles at close range. Although 
it helped him to enlarge the framework of his experience 
and to free himself from his deep-rooted scepticism as 
to the vitality of democracy in our age, in the new 
surroundings he encountered certain facts which he 
did not wish to face in the spirit of a mere inquirer. 
He was constantly tempted, owing to the temporary security 
of this country, to give way to an optimism vdiidi could 
make him forget that we all are sittii^ on a volcano, 
and that those who have actually experienced the eruption 
have a greater knowledge of the nature and dq>ths 
of the crato: which is 3awning beneath our Western 
society. 
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II 

The Clash of the Principles of Laissez-faire and 
Planless Regulation as the Main Cause, of 
Maladjustment in Modern Society 

He feds it is important to remember that our society is 
faced, not with brief unrest, but with a radical change 
of structure ; for this realization is the only guarantee of 
preventive measures. Only if we know why Western sodety 
in the crisis zone is passing through a phase of disintegration, 
is there any hope that the countries which stiU enjoy com- 
parative peace will learn to control the future trend*of 
events by democratic planning, and so avoid the negative 
aspects of the process : dictatorship, conformity, and 
bad>arism. It seems to the writer that after studying 
the matter from many angles and weighing the different 
interpretations of the changes of the last decade, we are 
bound to come to the condusion that in the period before 
us, planning will be inevitable. We naturally hope it 
will take a very different form from that conceived by the 
dictatorships. Ndther the nature nor the function of a 
planned sodal sj^tem demands the sacrifice of our real 
liberties or of the idea of democratic self-determination. 

Naturally one is enough of a realist to see that planning 
can easily be corrupted into dictatorship and the suppression 
of all freedom. But it is just this realistic attitude that 
prevents the writer from rejecting the thought of planning 
out of hand. An accurate analysis of the changes in the 
structure of sodety and in the modem technique of govern- 
ment leaves us — as this book attempts to show — ^with no 
other alternative. Thus agreement with the diagnosis of this 
book depmxds on whether the reader will concede that the 
tedinical and structural foundations of modem society 
have been completdy transformed. Given this assumption 
there is no longer any choice between planning and laisser- 
fidre, but only between good planning and bad. The author 
himself would rather live in a peri^ in which the sociid 
order and the techniques of control did not i^ow one group 
of people to force its conception of “ the good life " upon 
an^er. But we have no power to choose the sodal order 
and its techniques of control. They are already in existence, 
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and the most we can do is to combine and mould them to the 
best advantage. 

In these circumstances every theoretical contribution 
which throws some light upon the question whether there 
is any form of planning which is in itself a guarantee 
against despotic abuse, every investigation wMch dis- 
tinguishes between the vduable modem Aments in planning 
and the retrograde conception of dictatorship, is of more than 
theoretical importance. We must not forget that up to the 
present history has not produced genuine attempts at 
planning, since the experiments of which we know are 
blended with the spirit either of oriental despotism or military 
dictatorial traditions. Thus a naive study and description 
of*the*existing totalitarian states is quite inadequate; 
only a theoretical analjrsis of the facts in the light of the 
concrete experiences of the last decade can separate the 
grain from the chaff. 

Realism prevents one from prophesying a Utopian future. 
It must be said in all seriousness that there is only a chance 
that the Western states with their deep-rooted democratic 
traditions will grasp the position in time, and will be 
enthusiastic enough to revitalize their ancient heritage to 
meet the new situation. But to-day this regeneration 
cannot be simply a question of mood. The new policy 
must also be accompanied by a process of theoretics 
interpretation, so that a form of planning can be found 
which will allow a maximum of freedom and self-determina- 
tion. At the present stage of development the successful 
organization of society cannot be left to chance. Prevailing 
trends cannot be successfully influenced or even deflected 
in the spirit of *' muddling through ”. There is no reason 
why, as the pressure of circumstances increases and the 
menace to democratic civilization becomes more and more 
evident, our habits of thought should not be transformed. 

If we are to direct the social forces eflectively we must not 
xemain absorbed in the continued pursuit of ^ort-run 
interests. The new form of policy can only succeed at a 
much higher level of consciousness, a consciousness with 
a taste for experiment. 

If we want to control the situation which confronts us 
in this phase of histmy instead of letting it control us, ire 
must turn all our available scientific energies to studying 
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the causes of the crisis and the wreckage of the democratic 
system. At the same time we must try to understand without 
prejudice that the pyschological changes and the develop- 
ment of institutional organization in the dictatorial states 
are different ways of reacting to the same basic situation — 
a situation which has become universal in the late industrial 
age. 

In these circumstances our investigations must be per- 
vaded by the feeling that tua res agitur ; though not in the 
sense that we ought to imitate dictatorial solutions. On 
the contrary, we must devote otrrselves to studying them, 
so that when similar crises occur in our midst we can face 
them in our own way, in the spirit of the Western democratic 
tradition. We must never forget that the totftlitarfan 
solutions were often only bewildered attempts to deal with 
the concrete difficulties in which these countries were 
suddenly involved. Even in private life the individual 
reacts aggressively, and tries to place dictatorial restrictions 
on other people's freedom, when he is not in theoretical and 
practical control of a situation. Spiritual cramp is often due 
to the helplessness of ignorance and to fear of the unknown. 
Thus it is important both to understand the difficulties of 
liberal, democratic society and its failure in times of crisis 
and to study the forced soluticms called dictatorship. 

This is the only way in which there is any hope that the 
dictatorial elements will be divorced from planning. Perhaps 
in the next phase of political history social mechanisms 
can be found which will unite the principles of freedom and 
planning, so as on the one hand to avoid the chaos which 
must arise in unplanned social processes, and on the other to 
ensure that power and totalitarian expansion shall not be 
treated as ends m themselves. This can only be achieved by 
thought, expmmeut, and political action. The more one gets 
into the habit of regarding political problems as questions 
partly of power and partly of successful or unsuccessful social 
organization, the less utopian it seems that one should not 
only stress the former aspect but also the latter. This makes 
it important to use all our intellectual energy towards 
finding a combination of social controls which would 
determine how far individual liberties should be left 
unrestricted in order to preserve both the freedom of the 
individual and the efficiency of the community. 
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The method of vindicating democracy and liberalism 
adopted in this book differs from the usual method in that 
it does not' regard the problem merely as ideological 
but tries to explain by means of a concrete sociological 
analysis what sort of freedom, democracy, and culture 
would be possible under an altered social system. The usual 
vindication of freedom, democracy, and culture can be 
described as ideological because the discussion generally 
terminates in showing that freedom in itself is better than 
r^imentation, self-determination better than dictatorship, 
and spontaneous culture better than censorship of self- 
expression. No reasonable man will deny this as long as the 
question arises in an abstract form. But it seems to the 
^ter fliat this is too cheap a victory. We are not concerned 
to-day whether any abstract form of freedom is better 
than any abstract form of regimentation. "The problem 
is rather to discover what structural changes in the 
different countries led to the downfall of the t)^ of 
freedom, culture, and democracy which prevailed in the 
nineteenth century. The disastrous situation in which we 
find ourselves cannot be diagnosed, let alone remedied, 
merely by repeating the classic liberal arguments, with 
their relatively undeveloped sociology, and applying 
anal3^s which were only valid at a former stage of social 
development and for a completely different structure. 

It is clear that these urgent problems «.annot be solved 
as long as freedom and democracy are regarded merely as 
ideological postulates, or abstract principles of universal 
application. We really begin to grapple with them only when 
we are in a position to analyse them sociologically, just as a 
natural scientist investigates a zoological species, stud}dng 
it in relation to the sole surroundings in which it can survive. 
In the same way the relevance of principles of political 
organization can only be discovered by empirical means, 
that is by recognizing the social processes which either allow 
a mechanism to function in a society or else annihilate it. 

But it is not enough to rely upon the empirical anal}rsis 
of society alone. Empiricism only answers theoretical 
questions if the theory is framed to fit new problems and 
enlarged experience. The hypothetical question, whether 
the once irreconcilable conceptions of freedom and jfianning 
are not really inamgruous, cannot be answered unless 
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we are willing to revise the traditional interpretations of 
democracy and freedom and to reach a new level of thinking. 
Those who do not draw a clear distinction betweien blind 
regulation and well considered planning, just because both 
interfere with a hypothetical natural order of things, will 
never be able to understand the difference between a 
judiciously planned society and the selfish rnanoedvres of 
a monopolistic group. The people who still use terms 
which were useful as a defence against an absolutist 
bureaucracy will never understand why planning to-day 
should mean something different from what bureau- 
cratic interference meant in the age when liberalism was 
fighting against state interference. The word planning, 
if it includes every kind of regulation, without m^dking a 
distinction between haphazard interference and co-ordinated 
control, is too vague to provide any clue why it should 
be precisely in this generation that planning begins to be of 
real significance. 

One can demonstrate by this example that all political 
thinking automatically formulates its fundamental terms 
ad hoc according to the special circumstances of the time. 
A more thoroughgoing analysis of these basic concepts will 
always reveal an unconscious tendency to take the peculiar 
characteristics of social and spiritual experiences of one's age 
as absolute and so to include them in the general definition 
of an idea. 

Thus, for instance, the nineteenth century inevitably 
meant by freedom those forms of freedom which were 
possible and customary in its own social order. When this 
order changed new situations arose, and it gradually became 
evident that the old definition was based on examples 
that were too limited in scope, and these fundamental 
terms had to be revised to embrace the new empirical 
material and the wider aspects of the problem.' This seems 
to be the reason why every new epoch begins by redefining 
its terms. State, sovereignty, authority, property, law, and 
so on are constantly redefined in the course of history. 
But it is not only political ideas in the narrow sense that are 
liable to take on a wider meaning. All the ideas that must be 
described as historical, since they are essentially embedded in 
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tbe cultural setting of the age, change with the changing 
conception of human nature, and with the ethics and 
psychology which go with it. It would be wrong 
to suppose that these historical terms change because 
political, moral, and psychological thought is less scientific 
than *hat of the naturd sciences. Every age defines these 
terms afresh, for in the historical sciences the new empirical 
material can only be obtained during the changing course 
of history. The natural sciences are always redefining their 
terms in order to keep pace with the growth of knowledge. 
They enlarge their definitions as soon as new facts compel 
them to revise the current labelling of phenomena. But 
while tlje natural scientist can increase that range of new 
empirical facts at any time to cover more and more data, 
the sociologist very often has to wait for the appearance of 
a new social order in which facts appear in a new setting. 
In the historical sciences the variability of the social order 
only reveals itself in the course of history, and only the 
changing social situation shows how wide the range of 
variability is. 

Countries in which social disorganization and recon' 
struction are not yet far advanced will be the first to reject 
this reinterpretation of familiar terms, such as freedom and 
planning. They are not yet in a position to realize that the 
former state of affairs vras only one possible form of existence, 
and that the old habits of thought were limited in their 
conceptions, i.e. could only serve to interpret the funda- 
mental relationships of their own epoch. But in spite of such 
opposition we must emphasize the fact that the fundamental 
problems of our age cannot be grasped until we realize that 
the process of transformation embraces thought itself. 

For this reason parallel with the empirical anal3rsis of the 
essential changes in our society, an attempt is beii^ made 
to think about thought itself, and to interpret methods of 
thought which are now in conflict as a part of the social 
process. We hope that this sociological interpretation may 
help to show why the problems of the present time cannot 
be solved within the framework of former problems or with 
the old equipment of ideas. 

If one looks at the changes in the Western world from the 
point of view of an observer haunted by a sense of crisis, 
it is dear that these changes do not consist of a series of 
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disagreeable incidents and isolated disturbances, but of a 
slow or sometimes a swift dissolution of the ^d social 
order, a dissolution in which the first traces of reco^truction 
are already visible. We know to-day that the tendency 
to conceive the course of history as a dramatic cha^e from 
one kind of social order to another and to speak of a radical 
reconstruction, reflects the mood of revolutionary groups, 
and unconsciously lays all the stress upon a few spectacular 
events. This is to overlook the fact that even in so-called 
revolutionary periods the old and the new are blended. 
In these period, too, the crucial changes are to be found 
in the too often unheeded processes of social adjustment. 
The blaze of revolution lights up only a few of the more 
conspicuous phases in this continuous change in human 
conduct and social organization. Revolutionary fervour 
could not spread its reforms far and wide without quiet 
preparation, and for this reason, if the revolutionary goes too 
far and decrees too many changes, in the course of time 
reaction follows, or the new institutions are fused with the 
old through the continuous adjustment of the various factors 
at work in the process as a whole. Figuratively speaking, 
reconstructing a changing society is like replacing the wheds 
of a train while it is in motion, rather than rebuilding a 
house on new foundations. 

This study of the social process, which lajre but little 
emphasis on glamour and incident and thinks in terms of 
transition rather than of absolute antithesis, must not 
overlook the fact that entirely new principles of construction 
can often be found even in trivial microscopic processes, 
provided they are integrated in a certain manner. Thus major 
principles are not infrequently concealed behind the mask 
of petty details. If the attention is concentrated not on 
the contrast between evolution and revolution but on the 
content of the changes themsdves, it is obvious that sjl 
highly industrialized states to-day are in course of trans- 
formation. They all are suffering from the same dislocation 
of their normal existence, and the fact that some show 
obvious s]miptoms of the crisis and others are experiencing 
similar changes at slower speed under cover of social peace, 
is doe merely to an uneven distribution of pressure on the 
different states, and to the existence of greater mental and 
material resources in certain countries. 
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None of us can clearly prophesy to^ay what fonn the 
society of the future will take. But we know from history that 
even what is radically new in the contemporary situation 
is usually only one factor in the later reality, for history always 
has more forces at work than reformers who look for a single 
panacea are willing to admit. Recent years especially have 
taught us that even revolutionary sjrstems have abandoned 
much of their original framework, while the apparently 
peaceful states have been reluctantly compelled to adjust 
themselves more and more to the opposing s)rstem. Under 
the veneer of social peace they have become at least semi- 
totalitarian, while on the other hand the totalitarian states 
haue ha^ to give up many of their former plans. Owing to 
regulation and state intervention in the democracies, the 
alterations made in Russian communism, the silent exclusion 
of capitalist influence in several vital economic spheres in 
Germany, a great many tendencies in these states, with their 
widely different outlooks, are beginning to converge. All 
this leads ns to suspect that the deeper forces, which were 
present m the late industrial age, but which only the trans- 
formation of modem society has brought to light, sooner 
or later are bound to break through. In all these states there 
are tensions and difficulties which inevitably arise when the 
old laissez-faire and the new principle of regulation are allowed 
to exist side by side without control. In the international 
sphere the effect of this antagonism is to be seen in the fact 
that production in every country is logically moving towards 
international economic exchange. Instead of accepting this we 
create national economic self-sufficiency through the subtle 
medium of protection. Technical progress, together with 
modem currency and credit economy shows every {uxnnise 
of increasmg the common good, but nevertheless the 
masses are being steadily pauperized by the crises, and 
increased production is faced with dwindling markets. 
We are centralizing the powers and resources of state 
sovereignty and destroying the last remnants of sdf- 
govemment, the last chances of resistance within the 
national boundaries. But this process of social integration 
into ever larger units is counteracted by the autarchic 
claims of despotic states, great and small, which, fortified by 
the latest devices of military technique, are working not for 
world order, but for world destruction. 
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Even as far as the internal order of these states is 
concerned, we find antagonistic social forces at work not 
only in the dictatorships but also in the democracies. 
In the latter the tendencies which regulate internal organiza- 
tion are at loggerheads without the public realizing the fact 
or seeing any theoretical necessity for it. Statesmen and 
theorists still think in terms of liberalism, while the number 
of institutions and decrees which pave the way for a planned 
state increases day by day. Owing to a rift in consciousness 
which sets a gulf between men's principles and their real 
actions, these decrees and regulations are working under- 
ground. But this in no way lessens their significance ; on 
the contrary they do all the more harm since no^ne<l^ 
stopped to consider the consequences. Thus they clash with 
the freer system at every turn and paralyse its working. 

On the other hand, in the totalitarian states the factors 
which make for greater flexibility are struggling for 
expression. Dictatorship, which in its mania for regulation 
regards planning as a kind of strait-waistcoat for the body 
politic, is not in a position to suppress criticism and the urge 
for self-reform. Its social system is like a steam-kettle on 
the verge of explosion. As no institution is provided to act 
as a safety-vadve, there is always the danger that it may 
burst. Purges are a very inadequate substitute for intelligent 
reconstruction. All these symptoms go to prove that every 
country alike is groping for a new way of organizing 
industrial society. The democracies have not yet found a 
formula to determine which aspects of the social process 
can be controlled by regulation, and the dictatorships 
cannot see that interfering with everything is not planning. 
For planning can only have a positive v^ue if it is based 
on the creative tendencies in society ; i.e. if it controls 
living forces without suppressing them. 

Processes are at work both in national and international 
affairs, which can only find fulfilment in a new form of 
planning. As long as the social forces are left to themselves, 
conflict breaks out just when they are on the point of 
reachii^ a solution. But it is due to human inadequacy, 
and not merely to the social forces themselves, that men kil 
at the eleventh hour to build these latent tendencies into 
a workable system. At a certain stage of social development 
it is not enough to leave external trends to themselves; 
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we need a new t3rpe of man who can see the right thing to 
do, and new political groups which will do it. 

While hitherto the major changes of history have very often 
been incomprehensible ^th to individuals and to sectional 
groups, the evolution of society has now reached a point at 
which these processes cannot be adjusted without adequate 
insight on the part of the actors. Moreover, while hitherto 
no particular group has had the responsibility of creating 
social integration — ^for anything that happened was 
the result of haphazard compromise between conflicting 
tendencies — ^to-day there are indications that if the groups 
engaged in politics still refuse to look beyond their own 
inuhediate interests, society wiU be doomed. At the present 
stage of events we need a new kind of foresight, a new 
technique for managing conflicts, together with a psychology, 
moraUty, and plan of action in many ways completely 
different from those which have obtained in the past. 
It is only by remaking man himself that the reconstruction 
of society is possible. The reinterpretation of human aims, 
the transformation of human capacities, the reconstruction 
of our moral code are not a subject for edifying sermons or 
visionary utopias. They are vital to us aU, and the only 
question is what can reasonably be done in tWs direction. 


Ill 

The Need for a Psychology which would be Socially 
AND Historically Relevant 

Faced with this demand, we come to the problems which 
form the central theme of this book ; the problem of how 
psychological, intellectual, and moral developments are 
related to the social process, and the problem of discovering 
the various sociological factors which coifld explain why 
civilization is collapsing before our eyes. 

Economic theory, though beset with controvmies, is 
able to explain many symptoms of the present crisis by 
maladjustment in the system of production and distribution. 
, But if we ask why our psychological, moral, and cultural 
I life is showing the same traces of breakdown, we are hardly 
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in a position to offer a connected scientific explanation. 
Here and there we find attempts to give a descriptive 
summary of the s3maptoms. From the point of view of a 
genuine explanation they are no more thw a lamept.^ It is 
impossible to indicate a single work which shows the con- 
nection between the rapid change in human beings — the 
abrupt alteration in their behaviour — and the great con- 
temporary changes in the social S3^tem. 

The main reason for our failure in this branch of human 
studies is that up till now we have had no historical or 
sociological psychology. We have a laboratory psychology 
for an experimental study of the general laws of human 
conduct, and an older psychology, based on introspection, 
for working out the general characteristics of the human 
mind by means of self-observation. But this type of 
psychology deals with man in the abstract, while the tmder- 
standing of history and contemporary action would imply 
a different psychology, which could explain how particular 
historical types were derived from the general faculties of 
man. Why did the Middle Ages and the Renaissance produce 
entirely different types of men? Why do certain definite 
changes take place in human behaviour when war and 
revolution succeed times of peace ? 

From another point of view, it is high time that a link 
were forged between psychology and the social sciences. 
Economics and social science are based on certain psycho- 
logical premises, which are taken on trust by the sciences con- 
cerned, without asking whether the data have been checked, 
or whether highly problematical assumptions as to the 
uniformity of human behaviour may not unconsciously 
have crept into studies of economic and political events. 
There is no economic study, and no economic history 
m particular, that does not imply some conception of the 
constancy or variability of the profit motive and its relation 
to other human incentives, no political science that does 
not involve unconscious theories about the nature of power 
and the desire for prestige. 

In all these fields it is dways an unsolved problem whether 

* J. Hnidnga’s In the Shadow of To-morr 9 w, traiul. by J. H. Hidsinga, 
Londoa. Toronto. 1936, and J. Ortega y Gasset's Tht RtwM of fha Massu. 
London, 1932, am valuable coUectiona of symptoms, but do not analyse 
the causes and structuie of events trom the sociological point of view. 
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human nature is eternal as far as that particular brandt of 
science is concerned, or whether its basic attitude change 
with the changing social system. In times of slow trans- 
formation there is a tendency to r^;ard human nature as 
constant in its essentials, for every one involuntarily regards 
the historical form of human nature which is current in 
his own epoch as eternal. In revolutionary times, therefore, 
the problem of the variability of human nature always 
appears in a new light. To-day both the rapid movement 
of events and the accumulated knowledge as to the range 
of this variability make it essential to study the question 
once more, both from the theoretical and the empirical 
poiqt of view, with special reference to historical changes. 
We still Kave no contemporary thinker who could summarize 
the many new discoveries about human psychology which 
are to be found in experiments and monographs, and who 
could try to interpret the great changes of our time upon 
this basis. Instead the most important politicians and 
historians are content with a kind of vulgarized psychology, 
long since out of date, and cannot even understand the 
superficial, let alone the deeper causes of events. 

Of course it is not easy to bring scientific psychology to 
bear in analysing historical expoiences and in di^osing 
the symptoms of the present time. The main difficulty is 
that we are not yet accustomed to studjring the human 
mind in relation to the changes in the social situation. 
For reasons which it is difficult to gauge, there is already a 
tendency in everyday life to concentrate almost exclusively 
either on the individual and his character or on the outside 
world, which by a typical simplification, is interpreted as a 
combination of a few vaguely apprehended factors. What 
we really need is a stubborn observation which never fails 
to perceive the social aspect of every psychological 
phenomencm, and to interpret it in terms of a continual 
interaction between the individual and society. 

The very same method of approach, which in our everyday 
experiences isolates psychology from the social situation, 
pervades our thinking when we turn to the scientific study 
of events. Thus it only be possible to look at history 
from a new angle vhen we can study the changes of Ae 
hmnan mind in a historical setting, in dose connection with 
the changes in the social structure. 
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Marxism took an important step in this direction when, 
unlike the idealistic philosophy of evolution, which studied 
each phase of the human mind individually, it regarded the 
development of consciousness, not as an autonomous 
process, but as bound up with the whole course of social 
history. It thus created a valuable pattern of thought for 
investigating the larger context of social events. The natural 
sciences — ^physics especially — ^work with such patterns of 
thought when they have to reduce a complicated process to 
its essential elements, and are anxious not to lose their way 
in a tangle of causes of minor importance. A hypothetical 
scheme, which allows us to see the intermediate links between 
economic, political, and psychological processes, leads ^o a 
great economy in thought. When this advantage Jias been 
pointed out it must at once be added that as soon as a 
pattern of thought is used, not as a tool with which to study 
reality, nor as a working hypothesis, but as a dogma, there 
is a danger that it may lead the observer to b^ome too 
set in his ideas, and may prevent him in a given instance 
from using other models either as a substitute or as a 
supplement. Each system of thought can only be applied 
to a certain kind of process. A hypothetical interpretation 
only serves its proper purpose as long as it is able to order 
facts in a certain limited field of experience without dis- 
torting their inner nature. That is the reason why this sort 
of system cannot be inunediately generalized. It may work 
in one sphere and not in another, or only with modifications. 
This is equally true, mutatis mutandis, of the systems used 
by physicists and sociologists. It applies, for instance, to 
the Marxian system for the economic interpretation of 
history. In certain epochs the onward course of events, 
the sequence of cause and effect, may fit in with the scheme, 
because the mainsprings of the age are technical and 
economic. But there can be other epochs in which vital 
changes with powerful repercussions arise in spheres other 
than that of economic technique, or spring from violent 
shocks to human consciousness. 

To trace all the effects of economic influences, direct 
or indirect, upon our mental life would be a very important 
piece of research. Thus it is, of course, important to realize 
that under capitalism, wliich is centred on exchange 
and marketing, everything tends to be regarded as a 
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commodity. Moreover, it is undoubtedly true that 
certain men who have grown up under this s}^tem will 
tend to look at every relationship through a tradesman’s 
eyes. They will tend more and more to picture natural 
objects as commodities and look at personal relationships 
from a mercenary point of view. In this process those 
much-discussed psychological phenomena, self-estrangement 
and dehumanization, will develop and a type of man is bom 
for whom a tree is not a tree, but timber. Moreover, it is 
possible to show, as Simmel * has done, that the institution 
of a money economy has developed our capacity for abstract 
thought and experience, not only in economic matters 
but ^in «very sphere of life ; so that money forms not 
only our economic thought but our whole consciousness 
as weU. 

But this method of contemplating our inner life in the light 
of economic processes does not exhaust all the possibilities 
of interpreting the mind in its relation to contemporary 
history. In our opinion there are many relationships 
which have nothing to do with economics and yet are 
social. These have quite as much effect on the content and 
development of psychological and cultural processes as the 
economic elements we have just discussed. In order to realize 
the existence of these non-economic, but sociological 
relationships, we have only to consider the simple fact that a 
small child behaves quite ifferently in the nursery and in the 
drawing-room and that an adult leads one kind of life in his 
family circle and another at the club. In the nursery and its 
sociological surroundings hundreds of things are allowed 
that are forbidden in another sociologicsd setting. In 
psychological terms this means that inhibition and the 
lack of it are at work in different groups, to different degrees, 
and in different forms. The forms of self-expression and 
ultimately the cultural conditions are thus constantly 
related to the different types of social groups and to the 
processes which take place in them. No one t^I assert that 
the nursery or drawing-room, the family or club, are economic 
groups, governed by economic relationships, evoi if some 
economic factors enter in. Thus there are an infinite number 
of relation^p and processes, like authority and subordina- 
tion, distancing and isolation, prestige and leadership, and 
^ Simmel, G., PkUosaphie des G$ldes. Leipzig, 1900. 
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their effect on psychological expression and culture may be 
sensed in different socid settings. 

In this book we shall concentrate mainly on studying 
the effect of these genuine sociological relations and pro- 
cesses on the ixmer life and on civilization, on mapy aspects 
of the sociological conditioning of mental life which are 
usually disregarded. Apart from this we believe that it is 
only possible to understand the real extent of sociological 
influence on civilization as a whole if we caU attention also 
to the psychological effects of the elementary social processes. 
It is not only the economic framework of society which 
is reflected in the vicissitudes of the human mind, but 
changes in the other surroundings, wide and ncrro^, in 
which men struggle or co-operate. How and where and why 
people meet, how power and influence, risk and responsibility 
are distributed, whether men act spontaneously or under 
orders, what social controls are possible ; all these things, 
taken individually and collectively, decide what is said, 
how it is said, what is consciously suppressed, or repressed 
into the unconscious, and within what limits the dictates of 
public morality are regarded as binding for all or as valid 
only within certain groups. Anyone who has noticed how 
a Ute-A-tite conversation changes both in subject and tone 
when an onlooker arrives, will realize how every change in 
the structure of society, in the function of social groups, 
and in the major social processes has a corresponding effect 
on the forms of self-expression and ultimately on the state 
of civilization. 

The study of these influences, which are not economic but 
are nevertheless sociological, must be very significant even 
to a Marxist if he has a genuine understanding of his problem 
and comes to it with an open mind. He caimot by empirical 
means, establish his contention that psychological changes 
are ultimately due to changes in the technical processes 
of production, until he has reconstructed all the links 
in social history through which the original tedh^cal 
impulse was transmitted. Thus, if in analysing the 
transformations of an epoch he would like to take the 
changes in the division of labour and class stratification as 
the first intermediate links in the chain of cause and effect, 
followed the change in the conception of property and in 
the administration of justice, and then by the change in 
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government organization and the class hierarchy, at about 
this point he would have to discuss those interme<^te social 
links of whidi we have just spoken. But Marxist research 
bars the way, for by regarding the economic and political 
factors as absolute, it makes it impossible to proceed to 
the sociological factors proper. Thus these relationships, 
which are neither economic nor political but social, form 
the real centre of the drama, in which social changes are 
directly transformed into ps3rdiological changes. Kghtly 
understood, these non-economic yet social factors are the 
answer to the much-discussed problem of “ mediation " 
{VemitUufig), for they represent transmission belts which 
act os a«v^cle by which the basic principles underlying 
our society (among which the economic are undoubtedly 
very important) are transformed into psychological processes. 

In our opinion the number of sociological relationships 
and processes which effect the psychology of man is much 
greater than is usually supposed. We are even inclined to 
think that on principle the smallest change in the social 
configuration caimot take place without being immediately 
converted into a change in psychological and cultur^ 
expression. Owing to a faulty technique of observation 
we do not alwa}^ realize this. Most of us are still 
sociologically blind and so not in a position to notice what 
is happening in our society, to say nothing of studying it 
systematically. Now aU these social but non-economic 
relationdiips are not of equal importance. Anyone who 
wants, to approach a systematic study of the whole course 
of social history in its psychological aspects must naturally 
btgin with the most important points. 

Among this Amriety of social relationships one pair of 
opposites is of outstanding importance in the present ^e 
of transformation : the coveting principles of competition 
and regulation. One of the most urgent tasks in this 
book is to trace a large proportion of the changes in the 
mental outlook and (^ture of our society to the effects 
of these principles, and to show that not o^y in economics, 
but in every ^ere of life the principle of regulation is 
replacing the principle of competition. 

The objection might be raised that we have just contra- 
dicted the statement that important psycholcgical dianges 
always arise in the economic sphere, and yet competition and 
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regulation are economic principles. But this objection would 
be ill-founded. For these axe universal sociologicdl principles, 
which are equally operative in any province of s^ety. 
There is com^tition for success in love, in art, in religion, in 
politics and so on, and in all these spheres the sodal aspect 
of the problem is reflected in the intellectual achievement. 
It was only because of the particular trend of thought 
prevailing in those social sciences which reflected the rise of 
industry, that the principle of competition was first dis- 
covered in the economic field, and that its economic effects 
were described in greater detail. That is why the universal 
validity , of the principle was only gradually recognized, 
for no one looked beyond this particular instance •of if, and 
its psychological and cultural effects were never explicitly 
stated. The change from competition to regulation in any 
sphere — as in politics, science, or art — ^may in certain cases 
be due to economic causes, but it cannot be denied that it 
has a significance of its own, for its influence is felt in every 
kind of social activity. 

If these problems are dealt with in this way, the next task 
in a sociological study of culture will be to work out, if 
possible, the social dianges underlying the psychological 
and cultural changes to the last detail. This kind of empiri- 
cism is not as simple as the observation of society is popularly 
supposed to be. To-day there are even some scientists who 
think that if they devote themselves to a branch of social 
research and catdogue, enumerate, and describe everything 
they find, establishing a few correlations, they have made 
a scientific contribution to our knowledge of society and of 
civilization. Yet even a slightly deeper study of social 
phenomena would prove that naive observations of facts 
do not suffice because sociological conditions mostly appear 
in a distorted form, and it requires theoretical knowledge 
and trained observation to unmask them, and interpret 
their vicissitudes as a function of the underl 3 nirlg processes. 
Perhaps it will not be considered an urmecessary digression 
if we give a few examples in a simpler setting to prove that 
the sociological meaning of psychological and cultural 
processes is almost always obscure to the tmtrained observer, 
and that sociology consists in analysing the social factors 
working boieath the surface. 

We may b^in with an example in which the j^ocess of 
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social selection is at work behind the psycholo^cal changes. 
To the layman every opinion seems to or^jinate with a 
definite person and is then adopted by others. On the 
contraiy, in everyday life we very rarely think out a 
situation l(^cally firom the beginning. We usually deal 
with fragmentary sections of it and o^y the most popular 
and conventional aspects of those. If this is true every 
individual opinion is the result of a long process of social 
selection. Hundreds and thousands of people in similar 
circumstances have made individual attempts to formulate 
the problem with which we axe concerned. We have 
unconsciously absorbed fragmentary definitions of the 
variAis Stuations which are likely to occur. From these 
similar but varying individual interpretations we compile 
the opinions which seem to express our own view of the case. 
If the situation changes, we consider the modifications which 
we had previously rejected and another version of the same 
opinion will again become current. The speaker, of course, 
knows nothing of this process of selection and honestly 
thinks he has formed his own opinion, although he has only 
adapted a popular variation to meet his own nrads. T^is 
is the only way in which the gradual changes in political 
ideolcgy (Conservatism, Liber^sm, or Socialism) can be 
explained. People repeat the same argimient with infinite 
variations, and in spite of the apparent imitation, a change 
in the trend of opinion, closely correspouding to the changing 
situation, makes itself felt. These facts, together with the 
tremendous part played by the revival of former habits of 
thought, if recurrent situations re-vitalize them prove that 
selection takes place in the realm of mind as well as in the 
realm of nature. 

To take another example, the layman again misinterptete 
psychological trends when he speaks of a sodden change in 
national diaracter. How often in the last few 3rears has 
one heard the remark that it is quite inexplicable how the 
Germans could have changed so completely in so short a 
time. The most serious mistake which the layman, and even 
the psychologist who has had no sodolo^cal training, is 
apt to make is to select a single man as his criterion, and 
then to regard him as the incarnation of all the changes tMt 
have taken place. If the difierent phases of the psychological 
changes which have been diffused throughout a large 
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community are projected on to a single individi^, one has 
only to multiply this figure a millionfold in order to pride 
oneself on being a social ps3rchologist. In this case it is 
dear that ^e cardinal mistake was in creating the fiction 
of a imiform diange passing steadily over an entire nation, 
instead of making a concrete analysis of social mechanisms. 
If we are to avoid mistakes of this kind we must divide 
this complex transformation into its successive phases, with 
a different social mechanism at work in each. 

First we must correct the phrase " the Germans ”. which 
implies that " the German " in the abstract has evolved 
a new form of thought and experience. This abstract talk 
about the genus “ man ” displays the la3nnan’s ^ofance 
of sodol(^ in its most primitive form. Everyone who has 
studied l^e origins of the National Sodalist movement 
knows that not all Germans have changed, and that even 
at the time of the Weimar Republic the first signs of this 
new outlook, this storm trooper’s philosophy, were already 
visible in umepresentative fringes and groups. By the 
process of social ascendancy in a revolutionary society the 
once despised ideals of the classes then rising to power 
came to represent the standards of the whole coimnunity. 
But this in its turn could not have happened had not two 
other sociological laws come into play. 

First there was the rule, usually justified by experience* 
that people tend to imitate the actions and opinions of the 
ruling classes. National diaracter in this sense is really the 
behaviour which is characteristic of the ruling classes and is 
gradually adopted by their subordinates. To-day this is 
reinforced by another mechanism. At the present stage of 
centralized propaganda new patterns of thought and 
behaviour can be popularized in a much shorter time and 
on a much larger scde than was formerly possible. Once 
centuries passed before the customs and conventions of the 
ruling classes became general ; now they can be taken over 
in a few years. Thus we ought to study the rdle of three 
socmlogical mechanisms in order to see how these psycho* 
logical changes fit in with one another. These mechanisms are 
the rise of lower groups, the spontaneous imitation of the 
ruling classes, and the modem devices for propagating new 
stan<^ds of thought and behaviour. 

We will give a further instance of the fore^ortened 
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perspective which inevitably misleads the naive observer. 
It is well known that the lives and writings of eighteenth- 
century thinkers and politicians show a remarkable optimism 
and belief in progress. This attitude can either be explained 
by tracing the causes of this optimism to events in their 
private lives, or by making a historical study of the psycho- 
logical tendencies of the age, poping in the past for the first 
traces of this confident belief in progress. But neither 
method is really convincing as a &tial explanation of the 
f universal mood which can only be explained by interpreting 
I the optimism of individuals in terms of the common social 
I situation. 

I In<4hea6econd half of the eighteenth century, France, as 
;; far as the intellectuals and the bourgeoisie were concerned, 
I was in a very favourable position, owing to the development 
'I in economic processes and in the political sphere. Whole 
f. groups within these classes were given opportunities of rising 
the social scale. The universal delight in progress, the belief 
■;in action and reform, sprang from the common experience. 
[This was the origin of the general inclination to take an 
optimistic view of history itself or to believe in such 
interpretations. The pessimistic tendency, so widespread in 
Germany after losing the War, has the same sociological 
significance, although confidence has been replaced by 
despair. This tendency is reflected in the popularity of 
Spengler’s book The Decline of the West. The specialued 
research which concentrates on the lives of individual 
authors, ignoring the sociological conditions which formed 
the common background of experience and gave rise to this 
progressive spirit, is necessarily incapable of understanding 
what really happened to these individual men. The student 
who confines himself to one section of reality becomes the 
victim of a kind of foreshortened perspective, in which he 
involuntarily treats these isola+ed individual careers as 
though they were complete in themselves. 

If we look at material production we all know that every 
[Mrocess is only one element in a division of labour covering 
the whole of society. But when we study the life of the 
' id and trace the develc^ment of moods, attitudes, and 
ratlook, we are apt to forget that here too we only see a 
iection of its collective history, and the individual's point 
tf view, e.g. his private optimistic philosophy is very often 
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only a single reaction in a uniform social and psychological 
development. 

Genuine sociological empiricism can never consist of 
piecemeal observation but must alwa}rs include theoretical 
reconstruction of the nature of the whole process as well 
as an emphasis on petty details. This can be done in 
two ways ; very often a single wisely chosen representative 
incident tells more about the very structure of society than 
a mass of unanalysed material. But in other cases, it might 
also be very useful to start with the principle and find the 
facts through which it expressed itself. But whatever 
procedure we might choose, facts and structure are con- 
tinuously related to each other and facts only becrm»more 
than data if their function in the whole mechanism is 
adequately realized, for it is the total structure of society 
alone which reveals the real function and meaning of the 
parts. 

We must alwa}^ begin by assembling the pieces, taking 
account of all their different aspects, so that they can be 
seen as phases of the underlying social processes. If the facts 
are to be studied scientifically they must be grasped in all 
their sociological bearings. Newton’s achievement in seeing 
the falling apple not as an apple but as an expression of the 
laws of gravity, has only exceptionally been rivalled in the 
sociological or cultural spheres. These phenomena have 
not as yet been properly analysed or related to other events, 
so that the sociological principles governing their changes 
and developments have too seldom been treated as a coherent 
theme. We are still at a stage in which we talk about the 
apple and rarely mention the laws of gravity. Just as no 
theory of money could be formulated as long as money was 
regarded as the concrete commonplace thing it appeared to 
be, and it only became really intelligible when its changes and 
the processes they involved were translated into terms of its 
economic and social functions, so we must translate the 
other phenomena of human and social history into terms of 
functional and structural analysis. It is high time that 
everything which the classical economists have done for 
economic behaviour should also be done for social behaviour. 

This does not mean that we refuse to admit the validity 
of psycholo^, aesthetics, jurisprudence, or any science of 
man or civilization other than sociolt^y. We only mean that 
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as long as all these separate sciences are unable to translate 
their individual conclusions into sociological terms, they 
are ignoring one of the most important aspects of their 
subject. To-day it is impossible to make a systematic 
and historical study of religion, art, or law, without con- 
sidering their social implications, or to investigate the history 
of ps5«:hology and of the inner life without relating the 
reactions of the individual psyche in its dealings with its 
fellows to the social situation as a whole. 


IV 

Limitations and Shortcomings of the Present Book 

It is perhaps too ambitious to provide so many justifica- 
tions for a few sociological essays. Had not the writer learnt 
by experience that every new science has similar difficulties 
in gaining acceptance, he would have preferred to let his 
researches speak for themselves. But as these very diffi- 
culties teach us so much about the processes which govern 
the dissemination of ideas, we must dwell a little longer on 
this theme. 

Directly a new science appears questions of method are 
bound to arise, for the established sciences unconsciously 
try to belittle the newcomer, or when that is impossible, 
to translate its discoveries in terms of their own habits of 
thought and their own frame of reference. 

Of course in theory the only aim of research is to establish 
the facts of the case and get at the truth, and the forum 
in which the merits of every achievement must be judged 
is scientific publicity. In fact, from the sociological point 
of view, there is no scientific publicity as such. There 
are only the scientific publics of historians, psychologists, 
anthropologists, economists, and so on, which inherit many 
of the characteristics of human groups, and very often betray 
all the symptoms of sectarian thinking. But a carefw 
analysis of this collective attitude shows that evoy branch 
of science is expert, not merely at devising methods of 
studying certain provinces of life, but also at creating 
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inhibitions and defence mechanisms which bar the way to a 
complete and adequate knowledge of society. 

The historian is all too often inclined to impress upon his 
pupils that nothing that is excluded from documents and 
archives deserves to rank as a fact, and that the whole of 
contemporary history is, therefore, unworthy of scientific 
treatment, for it has no access to the arcanum reserved for 
documents. Everyone knows how superior an archivist feels 
and it is difficult not to ascribe this hauteur and the methods 
that go with it to an exaggerated estimate of the importance 
of his work and a kind of compensation for the sacrifice 
involved in collecting facts for archives. 

The same extravagant emphasis on a particular approach 
to the facts can often be observed in the anthropological and 
sociological field-worker, though it appears in a different 
form. He only describes an analysis as realistic when 
it is obtained by the method of direct observation, if 
possible without the aid of theoretical reasoning. The 
same also frequently applies to the statistician except 
that he makes a fetish of measuring and tends to regard 
only measurable elements as the genuine substance of 
knowledge. 

Turning to the psychologist or psychiatrist who has the 
opportunity while at work in his consulting room of probing 
into hidden motives by sympathetic intuition, or sounding 
the depths of the unconscious, one senses a new kind 
of self-satisfaction, which regards the proud methods of 
the archivists and field-workers as superficial dabbling. 
In his opinion these men touch only the institutional 
surface of human history, a mere facade which hides the 
living spirit. For psychologists and psychiatrists only the 
personal aspect of experience matters ; the hidden 
motives of individuals are the mainspring of events. 

But ^ these students of social history have to face the 
opposition of the theorists, who sometimes as economists, 
sometimes as sociologists, raise the methodological objection 
that all these forms of approach give us nothing but frag- 
ments, unnaturally torn out of their context, and that their 
real meaning can only be revealed by imagining a kind of 
working model of society, designed to include every aspect 
of Its functions. ^ 

The theorist considers that from the standpoint of genuine 
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empiricism, the greater accuracy obtained by a meticulous 
attention to detail is outweighed by the loss of perspective, 
the failure to see the wood for the trees. Once a single 
branch of knowledge is studied in isolation it becomes 
unreal, and paradoxical as it may sound, the only person 
who is acting realistically is the theorist, who pieces these 
fragmentary observations together to form a coherent 
scheme. The stronger his theoretical powers are, the clearer 
his realization that the only perceptions worthy of the name 
of reality are those which have passed the stage of survey 
and statistical researches and are able to interpret events 
in all their different aspects as fragments of a complete 
sociai oider, the outlines of which can be drawn through 
carefully stated inference. Economic theorists are used to 
working with hypothetical models of thought in which 
deductive reasoning plays a great role. This very often 
makes them think that a higher scientific dignity is attached 
to such thought processes, whereas everyone knows that 
these deductions are no better implements for grasping 
reality than any other tool which does justice to the special 
sphere of reality with which it has to deal. 

So this unprofitable wrangle between the so-called con- 
ceptualists and the empiricists continues, although the 
conflict of opinions is really only imaginary, for there 
can be no empiricism without carefully defined concepts, 
and no realistic concepts without empiricism. 

The contempt the sciences so often feel for one another, 
the defence mechanisms they devise to shield themselves 
against each other's methods, are a kind of professional 
ideology, current among specialists, which has a double 
origin. Every specialist is acting in good faith when he 
believes that his own method is the right one, for he 
unconsciously confuses the section of reality on which he is 
working with reality itself, and if a method is the best 
means of dealing with his own subject, he urges its adoption 
in every field. Apart from this more or less comprehensible 
illusion as to the value of familiar methods, this mutual 
aversion has a purely sociological origin, even more primitive 
in form. It is impossible to deny that there is a battle for 
prestige between the different faculties in the universities, 
and the bitterness with which this conflict of methods is 
waged is very often due to the fact that a faculty which 
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is supported by an older academic tradition or is able 
to claim a greater accuracy of method raises its academic 
prestige. 

There are, however, no methods which are more accurate 
in themselves ; mathematics are no more to be revered than 
a knowledge of hidden motives, concrete description is no 
nearer to reality than constructive inference ; their value is 
determined by the nature of the province they have to 
explore. Measurement can only be applied to something 
that is adequately measurable ; it becomes inaccurate 
when it is used to investigate motives. Description is only 
more realistic than constructive inference when it is dealing 
with subjects and relationships which by their im*meidiate 
appearance convey what they really are, whereas if we were 
to deal with sociological facts, the meaning of which can 
only be discovered by reconstmcting the whole social context 
of which they form a part, theoretical inference will be 
more accurate in its results than an insistence upon tangible 
detail. 

To-day we see more and more clearly that defence 
mechanisms are at work in every province of thought ; and 
just as international co-operation is only possible when the 
disastrous effects of the defence mechanisms which the 
nations employ against each other have been traced to their 
true source, so the necessary co-operation between the 
different social sciences is equally impossible until these 
methodological defence mechanisms have teen revealed. 

It would be a tremendous step forward if social scientists 
realized that not only the collection and description of 
facts but the theoretical formulation of new problems 
must keep pace with the changing social process. In the 
social ^iences the questions involved do not reveal them- 
selves in bare facts but in a series of conflicts and crises 
which can only be illuminated by adequate analysis. 

Owing to the contemporary mania for what are called 
facts, we are apt to forget that an age can only learn to 
know itself if the different methods of approach, the power 
of formulation, and the analysis of complex phenomena, 
do not lag behind the collection of data. It is not enough 
that our age should be rich in a knowledge of fundamental 
facts, which gives it ample scope for new experiences ; 
it must also frame its questions adequately. This it can 
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only do if the tradition of theoretical formulation is held in 
the same esteem as the technique of sheer fact finding. 

Now it cannot be denied that owing to the defence 
mechanisms created by this period of specialized fact 
finding, even our best sociologists have avoided the greatest 
themes. But as some interest in the nature and trend of the 
social process is indispensable in every society, the construc- 
tive themes of sociology are left to laymen. Without belittling 
their services as guardians of a vital interest, it most be 
admitted that the situation is serious, for these amateur 
theorists ignore the valuable results obtained by the 
scientific testing of facts and empirical anal3rsis. Con- 
sequintlj; at a further stage their work of s3mthesis is not 
based on a discriminating anal3^ical knowledge, but consists 
naainly of a speculative elaboration of a few elementary 
assumptions, which, even if they once had a meaning are 
now out of date. In these circumstances it is clear that this 
period of mere fact finding has lasted long enough. We must 
try to create a period of theoretical integration, an integra- 
tion that must be carried out with the same sense of 
responsibility which the specialists always feel in approaching 
their particular problems. Synthetic hypotheses are only 
valuable as long as they formulate the changes they set out 
to interpret with the aid of a comprehensive knowledge 
of detail. 

I am convinced that the meagreness of our sociological 
knowledge in regard to essential issues can be traced to the 
fact that the specialized social sciences have been absorbed in 
details and have shut themselves off from the essential 
problems, which were involuntarily thrust upon the other 
professions. The solution of these vital questions fell into the 
hands of political dogmatists and literary essayists, who, of 
course, are not unimportant as a kind of social ^lite, but rarely 
have had the benefit of the tradition and training that is 
needed for the responsible elaboration of scientific facts. The 
political dogmatist is concerned with sociological questions, 
not from disinterested love of knowledge but in order to 
justify his party. The literary essayist tries to achieve a 
kind of private synthesis, the key to which lies in the 
chwce biographies of individual writers, rather than in the 
evidence of scientifically studied material. The philosopher, 
who oftoa tries to interpret political life on a speculative 
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basis has no access to social empiridsm owing to his aloof- 
ness from actual fact, and is usually content to justify a few 
metaph3rsical dogmas held by his own school of thought. 
It is this improfitable division of labour and not the scarcity 
of material which makes it difficult to raise our knowledge 
of society to the level of a science. 

Sociology will continue to ignore the essential questions 
as long as specialists refuse to see their problems as a Whole 
and leave the synthesis to phraseologists. As long as 
scientific knowledge is scattered among the difierent 
specialists no one is responsible for considering the problem 
as a whole, and it passes into the hands of those who have a 
speculative axe to grind. If the social scientist^wjgh to 
acquire a genuine knowledge they must think out the 
problem of scientific integration just as thoroughly as the 
problems of scientific specialization. If this problem is 
taken seriously the inhibitions caused by obsolete defence 
mechanisms will be overcome and the s}mthesis of results 
will be entrusted, not to the irresponsible layman, but to 
the scientist himself. 

The following inquiries represent an attempt to explain 
in terms of sociological processes a great number of isolated 
events which have occurred in our age. A time will 
probably come when it will be easy to describe the events 
in our own lives or in the life of the community, not in 
narrative form, but as a series of sociological problems and 
conflicts. To try to translate them into these terms to-day 
is like exploring a new country, so that the writer feels it 
is better to confess that he is only groping his way ratho’ 
than to create an illusion of finality or absolute proof. This 
incompleteness — in every sense of the word — has influenced 
the form of this book. It is a series of essa 3 rs which were 
written at different times around the same theme ; an 
attempt to diagnose the changes in the social structure 
from the symptoms of this critical period. Since this book 
grew, as it were, out of the events themselves it had from 
the outset no uniform plan, but tried to reach the same 
centre from different points at the periphery. Thus a 
certain amount of repetition is inevitable ; here and there 
contradictory statements have not been reconciled where 
they seem to express the genuine predicament of our thought. 



LIMITATIONS AND SHORTCOMINGS 33 

as in general I feel that we ^ould not aim at absolute 
consistency at too early a stage, when our main task is 
rather to break the old habits of thought and to find the 
new keys to the understanding of the changing world. The 
writer, when looking at the fragmentary nature of his 
contributions, sometimes consoles himself with the reflection 
that perhaps no one is to-day in a position to form a complete 
picture at a moment's notice, unless he satisfies himself 
with the repetition of older teachings in a dermatic form. 
Textbooks, closed systems^ philosophies of history mostly 
marshal the fragments of a knowledge which is already 
achieved and even this is usually done in a conventional 
way, jvljj^e our immediate problem is not only to record the 
new kinds of facts emerging from the rapid changes of our 
time, but wherever possible to look below the surface of our 
cherished ideas. This disregard of the traditional methods of 
approach, now sociologically necessary, is of course only 
po^ible by fits and starts and is in itself unfamiliar, because, 
as we have seen, we must form a clear idea, not only of the 
things themselves, but of the way in which we think about 
them. Every system of thought tends only too quickly to 
become habitual in a certam group, whereas anyone who 
wants to understand the new element in events must be 
able to show why the former principles of investigation 
conceal the very facts he is anxious to discover and must also 
be able to explain what the new method of approach is really 
like. Yet every author who is trying to do this to-day wiU 
have felt the pressure of particular groups all wanting to 
influence by their special hypotheses the frame of reference 
for which he is groping. Very often it is only natural that 
these pressure groups in the sphere of the mind should exert 
all the power at their disposal to gain their own ends, since 
their professional task is not to seek for truth but to put 
through certain schemes. The politician, if he is to gain a 
following is forced to draw up a clear and definite pro- 
gramme. He must behave as though he had an answer to 
everything. But if there is to be a science of politics and of 
society there must be no obligation to find a definite 
solution before the time is ripe. The sociologist must be able 
to say : " Thus far have I come and no further : the rest 
I leave to my successors.” 

These stupes are not intended to lead to the conception 
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of the world encouraged by political propaganda, but to 
offer a contribution, however small, to a synthetic study of 
the social sciences. It is becoming more and more obvious 
that this s}mthesis can never be achieved simply by j^ling 
the results obtained by the special sciences, but ol^y by 
learning to think without keeping one's thoughts in yater- 
tight compartments. Later on we shall have more to say 
about the nature of this interdependent thought.^ The 
technique of s 3 mthesis can only be worked out by starting 
with individual concrete problems and pursuing all the 
further questions which arise out of them at every turn 
without an undue respect for the boundaries of the specialized 
sciences. In this way it is possible to obtain ^ qpilti- 
dimensional view of social conditions, a view which is 
certainly not equivalent to a comprehensive conception of 
the social structure but only a first step towards this end. 
Every chapter in this book accordingly begins with a 
definite problem which is complete in itself, and gradually 
tries to proceed to the central problem of our time and to 
contribute something to the creation of a coherent picture 
of contemporary society. 

In the first two studies we are concerned with the negative 
phenomena of disintegration and the psychological crises 
of mass society ; that is with problems that are bound up 
with the most recent changes in our civilization. In the 
third we investigate the more radical consequences of 
spiritud decay and the drift towards war. Only in the 
fourth is there a deliberate discussion whether, side by side 
with the destructive forces which are breaking up the 
present system, other processes are at work which give us 
cause to hope that they may bring about a transformation 
of man and of society. It is clear in this connection that 
a radical change is taking place, not only in our thought * but 
in our very nature. In taking stock of modem times one 
cannot fail to notice that new sociological and psychological 
methods of influencing human behaviour are being discovered 
and play an increasingly important role. Considered in this 
context the social significance of the different schools of 

^ Cf. Part IV of this book. 

• Readers who axe not particularly interested in epistemological 
quwtions should perhaps pass over those pages which m&ht seem too 
technical for them. ^ 
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psychology becomes clear. In the final study we shall 
suggest how the'problem of the new social order may possibly 
be solved. Although the most we can do is to sketch the 
broad outlines of a solution, this is worth attempting, for 
we ought at least to have a clear idea of the essentials. 
Only the future can supply the details of such a diagnosis. 

We hope that this book may be of use to those who are 
tr3dng to gain a scientific knowledge of the present time. 
Thus l)oth the educated la3nnan and the expert may welcome 
the bibliographical notes which have been added at critical 
stages in the argument, and may appreciate the even more 
comprehensive systematic bibliography at the end of the 
bool» «"(ffhe aim of these bibliographies is to encourage 
further research in various directions, and enable the 
student to follow up on his own account the inter-dependence 
of the factors operating in various fields. In this we are 
mainly hampered by the fact that bibliographies are usually 
compiled from the point of view of specialized branches of 
knowledge, and only very seldom bring together those 
investigations which would help us to understand the real, 
that is to say, the multi-dimensional nature of social events. 
The mere fact that books and characteristic, articles which 
otherwise could only be found in widely scattered sources, 
are here mentioned in the same bibliography, might in 
itself facilitate the new type of exploitation of existing 
knowledge. It is needless to say that such a bibliography 
does not even suggest the idea of completeness, and will 
very often disclose the limitations of the author’s knowledge. 




Part I 

RATIONAL AND IRRATIONAL ELEMENTS IN 
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY 




I 


The Problems of Enlightenment 

The crisis has its lessons and we must leam them. For 
many of ns the problem of human nature and the possibility 
of changing it has only been raised through the events of 
the last f ew years. Two prejudices seem to have coUapsed 
sunuHSTeously ; first, the b^ef in a permanent " national 
character ", secondly, the belief in the " gradual progress of 
Reason in history ". 

It has suddenly become evident that our everyday, and 
often our scientific psychology as well, was unconsciously 
based on assumptions which implied a well integrated and 
stable society. It has become dear that even the most 
careful study of individuals and masses produces a false 
picture when it neglects the total situation of the sodety in 
which they exist. An enduring national character and dowly 
changing customs axe only to be found in stationary or slowly 
changing sodeties. Reason progresses, and chaotic forces are 
suppressed only as long as the social structure fulfils certain 
conditions of harmonious growth as, for instance, when the 
psychological devdopment of sodety keeps pace with its 
technical devdopment. 

Of these two widdy held theories the latter seems to us to 
be the more rdevant. We are much more interested in the 
diare rational and irrational elements have in the formation 
of our personalities and of society than in the maintenance of 
the doctrine concerning the unchangeability of national 
character. In any case the doctrine of natipnal character was 
always cherished by those who desired to maintain the status 
quo. Belief in process, on the other hand, has chiefly been 
associated with a positive attitude towards the changeability 
of man and sodety. 

Certain groups in sodety we always knew to be animated 
by latent irrational impulses. The most disastrous effect of 
events in recent years is by no means merdy that these 

S9 
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groups have abandoned themselves to irrationalism. Far 
worse is the way in which events have nonplussed those 
other groups from whom we had expected some resistance 
to an exaggerated irrationality and which now, overnight, 
have lost their belief in the powers of reason in society. 

This sudden impotence of groups which have hitherto 
ruled society and which, at least since the Age of Reason 
have given our culture its special tone, has once again shown 
how important it is to have faith in one's mission.^ It has 
demonstrated that it is by no means unimportant how 
social groups conceive the general course of histoty and 
their function in it. We must on that account revise our 
view of the main features of the historical process^ -r 

To begin with we must include in our picture of historical 
development our recent experience of the power of the 
irrational, which has really brought about the present 
confusion. It may well be true that belief in the progress of 
reason in history was merely a delusion. It may also be, 
however, that when people prophesied a continuous growth 
of reason in history, they took account only of one element 
in the whole process, and only recently have we been able 
to feel the full force of other factors which were latent. 

Obviously such questions lead us back to problems 
raised by the Age of Reason — ^more comprehensive problems 
which we tended to lose sight of in our attempts at specializa- 
tion, but which alone have given meaning to the partial 
observations of the specialist. But we must not be afraid 
to go back to the sources of our Weltanschauung and to 
revive certain fundamental questions. The questions raised 
in the Age of Reason — as to how far history is directed by 
rational reflection and how far by irrational forces, how far 
moral conduct can be realized in society, or how far blind 
impulsive reactions are decisive at the turning points of 
history — ^all these are now called in question again under 
the impact of present day events. To-day it is possible for 

^ The best treatment of this question is still Sorel's Rifiestions sur la 
vioUnce, Paris, 1912 (English translation, *' Reflections on Violence,'* 
New York, 1912). More recently Harold I). Lamwell has undertaken to 
elaborate the social function of myths in World Politics and Personal 
Insecurity, New York, 1935, and PoHUcs : Who Gets Whai, When, and How, 
New York, 1936. Cf. also K. Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia. An 
Introduction to the Sociology of Knowtedge, l..midon. New York 1®^ 
ch. fli and iv and bibliography. 
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us to formulate these questions much more precisely than 
before. For us they are no longer mere speculative themes 
in the philosophy of history. Since the Age of Reason we 
have gained a great deal of psychological and sociological 
insight, and what we really need now is a comprehensive 
framework in which the new knowledge in the various fields 
of learning can be fitted into place. 


II 

TjaUTHREE Points of Departure of this Study 

Let us begin the following inquiry with an illustration 
which will make clear the three main theses of this study. 
Let us imagine ourselves standing at a busy street comer 
in a large city. Everything about us is in motion. On the 
left a man is laboriously pushing a barrow, on the right 
a horse and cart passes at a steady trot. From different 
directions cars and buses roll by. Somewhere in the air the 
hum of an aeroplane can be heard. There is nothing unusual 
in all this, nothing that to-day would call forth smprise or 
astonishment. It is only when detailed analysis has revealed 
the unexpected implications of the most obvious things 
in life that we discover sociological problems underlying 
these everyday phenomena. Barrows, drays, motor cars, and 
aeroplanes aU represent typical means of transporta- 
tion in different historical epochs and accordingly in a different 
historical phase of technological development. In spite of 
their different historical derivation, in spite of the fact that 
they arose in different periods, they all fit in with one 
another as in the scene above. Their simultaneous operation 
does not lead to serious friction. This " contemporaneity of 
the non-contemporaneous " was first noticed by the art 
historian W. Pinder, in the course of his studies in his own 
field.^ And, indeed, in art the co-existence of forms and 
influences which are very different in their origins does not 
necessarfly lead to serious tensions or crises. Thus in an 
old cathedral, for instance, Romanesque walls. Gothic 

* Pindar, W., Das ProNm dsr Gsatration in 4m KnmtgssehkhU Evnpas, 
Bariin, 1926. 
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pillars, and Baroque decorations can exist side by side in 
unbroken peace. 

But although the inventions of various epochs m^y exist 
alongside one another in many spheres of so<j^ and 
intellectual life with very little friction, there are situations 
in which this non-contemporaneity may lead to a catastrophe. 
We need only imagine certain mod&cations in the scene 
portrayed above in order to see at once the tensions which 
would arise and the disastrous consequences they Would 
have. Let us suppose that the aviator who was just fl}dng 
above us so peacefully and harmlessly suddenly drops a 
load of bombs. In a single moment eveiything bdow 
him is demolished, everything living killed. All ofciis*»must 
admit that in our present situation this development is by 
no means a fantastic hallucination, but is rather to be 
classed with those terrors which may at any time be realized. 

In face of this horrible sight our unlimited enthusiasm 
for human progress, which was the basic dogma of earlier 
generations, involuntarily decreases. To be sure, as regards 
technological scientific knowledge, men have accomplished 
great things since the invention of the barrow. But — ^we 
ask ourselves — ^is the human mind in other fields actually 
very different to-day from what it was in the days when 
the barrow was the chief means of transport ? Do our 
motives and impulses really operate on another or indeed 
on a higher plane than those of oiu: forefathers ? 

What is the significance of the aviator dropping the 
bombs ? It is that htunan beings are able to make use of 
the most modem products of inventive genius to satisfy 
primitive impulses and motives. Thus, when a city is 
d^troyed by means of the technique of modem military 
science, it must be attributed to the fact that the develop- 
ment of the modem technical mastery over nature is miles 
ahea.d of the development of the moral powers of man and 
of his knowledge of the social order and social control. The 
phen^enon suggested by this whole analogy can now be 
described in socralogical terms : it is the phenomenon of a 
disproportionate dmdopment of human faculties. Individuals 
as well as historical and social groups may, under c«:iain 
circumstances, suffer ^m the danger of disintegration 
because their capacities fail to develop equally and 
harmoniously. We know very well in the field of child 
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psychology that a child may develop intdlectually with 
extreme rapidity while his moral judgment and his tempera- 
meht remain on an infantile level, and the same is equally 
possible in the life of social groups. If such an unevenness 
in total development is dangerous for the individual, in 
society it must sooner or later lead to a catastrophe. 

Hence, our first thesis is as follows : the contemporary 
social order most collapse if rational social control and the 
individual’s mastery over his own impulses do not keep 
step with technological development. 

This disproportion in the development of human capacities 
has a twofold meaning. In so far as it refers to the fact 
that iSiiargiven society technological and natural scientific 
knowledge has advanced beyond moral powers and insight 
into the working of social forces, we will speak of a " generd 
disproportion in the development of human capacities 
Likewise in none of the more complex societies is the gpod 
judgment and morality necessary for mastering social and 
economic problems equally distributed amoug all groups 
and classes. This second type of disproportion we call 
" social disproportion ’’ in the distribution of rational and 
moral capacities in human society. 

Our second thesis is that the imfolding of reason, the 
ordering of impulses and' the form taken by morality, are 
by no means an accident, nor do they involve i»imarily only 
single individuals and the characteristics they happen to 
have. On the contrary, it depends on the problems set by 
the existing order of society. 

If we turn our attention to this order, we shall discover 
that it is primarily the existing division of functions in 
society which determines a man's social position and creates 
different kinds of opportunities for forming intellectual and 
emotional ^tes. It is the social structure whidi in this sense 
favours certain groups and condemns others to passivity 
since to one it assigns tasks which require certain acts of 
thinking and deciding, while the others can adjust themselves 
to their position only by renouncing all insight oc initiative. 
In India, for example, this functional distribution of 
intellectual and emotional qualities took on a caste-like 
form, with the priestly caste concentratii^ in itself all 
intellectual and psychological culture and achievemoit, 
while the warrior caste practically monopolized the 
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psychological capacity for the exercise of power. Similar to 
this, though not so crude, was the social distribution of 
psychological and intellectual functions between the nobility 
and clergy in the Middle Ages. 

As a third thesis let us take the following; societies 
which existed in earlier epochs could afford a certain 
disproportion in the distribution of rationality and moral 
power, because they were themselves based on precisely this 
social disproportion between rational and moral elements. 
A society ruled by a despot — citing an extreme case so 
that we can observe the phenomenon in a pure form — 
exists by virtue of the fact that the insight and initiative 
necessary for ruling over a society is found at its 4»3«imum 
in the despot himself, while the others, slaves and 
subjects, cannot see things as a whole and have no initiative. 
In contrast with this, the-novel element in modem society 
is the ultimate incompatibility of these two forms of 
disproportion with the continued existence of this society. 
Neither the general lack of rationality and morality in the 
control of the total process, nor their unequal social 
distribution will allow it to go on. 

The reason why this double lack of proportion is in the 
long run incompatible with our type of society becomes 
clear when we consider two groups of facts which are 
essential to its working. On the one hand modern industrial 
society stirs into action those classes which formerly only 
played a passive part in political life. Let us call this new 
and far-reaching activity of the masses the fundamental 
democratization of society. On the other hand, another factor 
is at work in our society which we will call the process of 
growing interdependence. This is the ever-increasing degree 
in which individual activities are being linked up with one 
another into larger wholes. 

We will now concern ourselves with a more exact analysis 
of these two processes. 


Ill 

The Principle of Fundamental Democratization 

To-^y a growing n^ber of social groups strive for a 
share m social and political control and demand that their 
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own interests be represented. The fact that these social 
groups come from the intellectually backward masses is a 
threat to those ^tes which formerly sought to keep the 
masses at a low intellectual level. It was worth while for 
these ruling dasses to keep down the masses intdlectuaUy, 
as long as they could assume that the ignorance of the 
masses would keep them away from politics. Even to-day 
dictators, after they have come to power, try to deaden the 
will to actionof those very masses by whose newly mobilized 
energies they have risen to their present position. This 
may, of course, succeed for a time, but in the long run the 
industrial system leads to a way of life which constantly 
puts Twwbvigour into the masses, and as soon as they enter 
in one way or another into pofitics, thdr intellectual short- 
comings and more especially their political shortcomings are 
of general concern and even threaten the Elites themselves. 
If to-day we often have the impression that in times of 
crisis mass-psychoses rule the world, it is not because 
in the past there was less irrationality, but rather 
because hitherto it has found an outlet in narrower social 
circles and in private life ; only to-day, as a result of the 
general momentum brought about by industrial society, is 
it forcing its way into the arena of public life and even at 
times dominating that arena. 

As long as democracy was only a pseudo-democracy, in 
the sense that it granted politicsd power at first only to a 
small propertied and educated group and only gradually 
to the proletariat, it led to the growth of rations^ty even 
when in fact this amounted to no more than the rational 
repres«itation of its own interests. But since democracy 
became efiective, i.e. since all classes played an active part 
in it, it has been increasingly transform^ into what Max 
Sdider called a “ democracy of emotions ” (SHmmungs- 
demokraiie). As such, it leads less to the expressbn of the 
interests of the various social groups and more to sudden 
emotional eruptions among the masses. It once looked as 
if the intensifying conflict of interests in the world to-day 
might culminate in an intention of interests which, 
although originally antagonistic, could be led to a rational 
compromise or fitted into a rational form of organization. 
But now it seems as though the irrational is to prevail 
after all. In the tmnultuous periods of recent revolutions, 
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such mass energies have forced their way to the top with 
increasing vigour. Any dominant group which has been 
naive enough to believe that it wiU make use pf these 
energies wiU soon find itself in the awkward position of 
being pushed instead of doing the pushing. 

Here we see one of the reasons why a society ifi which 
rational habits of thought are unevenly distributed is bound 
to be unstable. As the democratizing process becomes 
general it is increasingly difficult to let the masses remain 
in their former state of ignorance. Either one desires 
democracy, in which case one must attempt to bring everyone 
to more or less similar levels of understanding, or one must 
reverse the democratizing process, which in4»«i’ the 
dictatorial parties are, of necessity, attempting to do. 

The only way in which dictatorial solutions to social 
crises can be permanently successful is by centralizing the 
control of individual wills. The real problem, however, is 
to know how far these attempts are counteracted by the 
conditions of life in modern industrial society. It is difficult 
to-day to draw up a balance of the forces working for and 
against the progress of this democratizing process. Every 
step in the concentration of the control of the material 
apparatus of society, as described by Karl Marx and 
Max Weber — the concentration of the means of produc- 
tion, as well as that of political and military weapons — is a 
growing threat to the dynamic principles of democratiza- 
tion and brings about the dominance of small minorities 
under capitalism as well as under communism. In the 
former, it is apt to lead to political, economic, and cultural 
feudalism; in the latter the intellectual and executive 
functions tend to become bureaucratic to the last degree.^ 


4 forming a new aristocracy under capitalism. 

Cl. Carl Brinkmann, " Die Aristokratie im kapitalistischen Zeitalter *' im 
193^*^* ^ ■Sorta/o'AoaofwiA, section ix, vol, i, pp. 22 seqq. (Tubingen, 

The material concerning the situation in the U.S.S.R. is by no means 
Clear or always trustworthy. Among recent writers. Eugene Lyon, 
^sstgnmeni %n Utopia (New York. 1937). and Albert Rhys Williams, 
(New York, 1937), contain considerable data. Cf. also the 
10 Q 7 ?®' Communism, 2 vols.. new edition (London. 

^ ^ consulted with much caution. Max 

Webers ^say. Der Sozialismus,*' in GesammeUe AufsdUe zur Soziohaiz 
(Tubingen. 1924). is still very much worth reading with 
ie«ect to ^ problems of bureaucracy under 
In America, in addition to the excellent older work of Gustavus Myen. 
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Apart from the concentration and centralization of 
capital, there are, above all, three ways in whidi positions 
of social power are monopolized, and all of them are in 
conflict with the process of fundamental democratization. 

(a) Whereas the controlling 6lite formerly based their 
decisions on a general conception of life which was accessible 
to broad and inclusive groups, the process of rationalization 
heightens (as we shall later have occasion to show in more 
detail) the significance of the specialized expert who is 
highly trained within a limited sphere. Therewith, social 
knowledge and the power of making decisions become more 
and more concentrated for purely practical reasons in a 
limit^gumber of politicians, economic leaders, adminis- 
trators, and jurists. 

(b) Hand in hand with this monopolization of knowledge 
goes concentration of administrative activity in a 
bureaucracy which is becoming increasingly separated from 
the other social strata.^ 

The great difference between the individualistic organiza- 
tion of the liberal epoch and the organization of the present 
and immediate future is not primly to be found in the 
greater efficiency of the modem division of labour and in 
the formation of new interest groups. These factors are 
undoubtedly very important, but in its consequences the 
creation of an almost caste-like bureaucratic order will in 
the long nm be more important and more penetrating than 
any of these factors. As a mediator between conflicting 
social groups or as the ally of certain classes the bureaucracy 
as an indispensable new functional unit will know how to 


The Hishry of the Great American Fortunes (new ed.. New York, 1936), 
there have recently ap^ared several works containing much Suable 
material on the formation and functions of the American plutocracy. 
These are Anna Rochester, Rulers of America (New York, 1935) ; Dixon 
Wector, The Saga of American Society (New York, 1936) ; £. C. lindeman. 
Wealth and Culture ; and Ferdinand Lundberg, Americans Sixty Families 
(New York, 1937) ; Harry Laidler, Concentration of Control in American 
Industry (New York, 1931) ; and A. Berle and Gardner Means, The 
Modem Corporation and Private Property (New York, 1932). Cf. also 
the bibliographer on ** Social Control at the end of this book. 

^ Cf. concerning the following, the chapter on bureaucracy in Max 
Weber's Wirtsci^t und Gesella^ft '* in Grundriss der Sozialoehonomih, 
section iii, vol. 2, part 3, chap. 6, pp. 656-^78 (Tabingen, 1925). Cf. also 
Gablentz, O. H. von der, '' Industriebureaukmtie," in Schmotlers Jahr- 
bUcher, vol. 50, 1926, pp. 539-572. Cf. also in the Bibliography 111, 4 a 
andb. 
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establish its monopoly of control. In the course of time 
it will also try to close its ranks to outsiders even to the 
point of making its ofl&ces hereditary. j 

(c) In the decisive political conflicts of the neu future, 
however, the greatest signiflcance must be attached to the 
concentration of the instruments of tnilitary power. \Even in 
earlier social orders, this sphere offered a special opportimity 
for a monopoly of power to those minorities which succeeded 
in gaining control of it. The concentration of the instruments 
of warfare now in progress renders it probable that new 
dictators of the right and of the left wiU organize a sort of 
janissary troop of military technicians and specialists.^ 
Like the army which upheld the Turkish power, ^jjplitary 
force may be so isolated socially from the general population 
that it can alwa)^ be used against it. The concentration of 
military instruments lessens the chances of every t}^ 
of insurrection and revolution, as well as of the execution of 
the democratic mass wilL 

The secret of the democratization which took place in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries lay in the simple fact 
that one man meant one gun, the resistance of one thousand 
individuals one thousand guns. To-day the relative strength 
of the opposed forces is not to be measured by counting 
heads but by the number of people who can be killed or 
held in terror by a single bomb. The guarantee of the 
general democratization of the preceding century lay not 
only in industrialization but also in the fact of universal 
conscription which, especially after a lost war, could become 
the means of a general insurrection. For the future every- 
thing will depend on the extent to which the military 
technique will require the support of the general population 
as well as of a relatively sms^ professional army. 

In spite of these powerful counter tendencies, the outlook 
for the advancement of fundamental democratization is not 
entirely hopeless. The forces which have created it and 
which maintain it are among the indispensable elements of 
an industrial society and can be destroyed only if it, too, is 
destroyed. The fact that in forming public opinion and in 

, S'?®* McKinley, Democracy and Military Power, New York, 

1934, and Alfred Vagt’s History of MUitarism, New York. 1937, which 
contain a vast aniount of infonnation on this and coanate subjects and 
copious references to the Uteiature. 
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various spheres of conduct increasingly violent methods 
must be used against it is the best proof that the fundamental 
democratic trend is still at work and is continuously being 
created anew out of the intricately spun texture of the 
modem social fabric. This society is in its very nature based 
on an increasing internal differentiation, so that its lesser 
units cannot all be controlled by the central body. There- 
fore in these lesser units there is alwa3rs the possibility of 
escape for the individual who wants to resist, and 
a constant drive towards the creation of new forms of 
activity.* Suppressed elements learn to adapt their tactics 
to all manner of threats, including even military ones.* Thus, 
^ ^ economic bureaucracy will only 

be able to cope with the complicated machinery of society 
as long as it can be sure to a cntain degree at least, of 
the acquiescence of small personal groups and those 
which collect around industrial plants or are voluntarily 
organized for the pursuit of some common interest. 


IV 

The Principle of Increasing Interdependence 

The second danger in the disproportionate development 
of intellectual and moral capacities is to be found in the 

1 Cf. the chapter on situatione ", pp. 29d~306. 

* It is predictable that the concentration of military technique and the 
creation of special guards will be followed by a new kind of revolutionary 
strategy aiming at the disorganization of the military forces. It has 
already been observed that quite ludicroudy armed revolutionary troops 
cau triumph with the aid of propaganda. For example, Lasswell, in this 
connection, mentions that in the Canton uprising 2,000 storm troops 
had no more than 200 bombs and 27 revolvers. In Shanghai 6,000 men 
had only 150 weapons. The Petrograd garrison had been worked on by 
propaganda before it allied itsdl with the Bolsheviks in 1917, cf. H. D. 
Lasswell, " The Strategy of Revolutionary and War Propaganda," Public 
Opinion and World Politics, ed. by Quincy Wright (Chicago, 1935), p. 215. 
Regarding the technique of the modem coup d*4$at, <S. C. M^perte, 
The Technique of the Coup d*Ptat (New York, 1933), and more recently 
R. Postgate, How to Make a devolution (IJondon, 1934). Leon Trotsky a 
History of the Russian Revolution (new one vol. edition, New York, 1936), 
contains many brilliant remarks on coup d*dtats in general as well as a 
shrewd analysis of the Bolshevik insurrection of November, 1917. 
A. Neuberg, Der hewaffnete Auf stand: Versuch einer theoretischen Dor- 
steUung, Zurich, 1£^. Cf. also in fhe Hbliograc^y V, 4 " Forms of 
Social Change." 
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fact that modem society, as a result of the great inter- 
dependence of its parts, can absorb these irrational, emotional 
shocks much less easily than earlier social orders. In many 
respects, it is tme, modem society is much more flexible 
than earlier societies since, owing to technological advances, 
it has greater reserves at its disposal. Thus, foi example, 
certain critics of capitalism never thought that it could 
possibly support such gigantic armies of unemployed for so 
many years. On the other hand, the interdependence of all 
its parts makes the modem order much more sensitive than 
a simpler form of economic organization. Indeed, the more 
minutely the individual parts of a large mechanism fit 
into one another, and the more closely the singlei^<*ments 
are bound up together, the more serious are the repercussions 
of even the slightest disturbance. In a well-organized railway, 
for instance, the effects of an accident are more far-reaching 
than they were in the stage coach system of transport, 
where accidents and dislocation were taken for granted 
from the very be^ning. In the more or less simple economy 
of pre-War Russia hundreds of thousands and even millions 
could die of starvation without causing maladjustments in 
the rest of the world. In contrast with this, in the world 
economy of the present day over-production in one market 
becomes the misfortune of other markets. The political 
insanity of one coimtry determines the fate of others, and 
the brutal, impulsive, emotional outbursts of the maccoc in 
action signify a catastrophe for a whole society and even 
for the entire world, since the interdependence of the modem 
serial organism transmits the effects of every maladjustment 
with increased intensity.^ 

If in a short ttoe we cannot reach the same stage of 
reason and morality in the control of society and of our 
own natures that we have reached in technology^ the social 
order will collapse. We should be neither sociologists nor 
even ^entists if we were willing to let the matter 
^t with such a general diagnosis and vague prophecy. 
The problems which we have raised here concerning the 
p*ow^h of rational elements in our society and their relation 
to the irrational elements can only be cleared up by 
sociological research, as it is apparent that definite relation* 
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ships exist between the development of these forces and 
certain social situations. Philosophers and sociologists once 
thought that there was a tendency towards rational and 
mond progress inherent in the human mind. That this is 
untrue is clear to everyone who knows what is happening 
in the contemporary world, for it can be asserted with 
confidence that in the last decades we have receded rather 
than advanced as far as moral and rational progress is 
concerned. We see ever more clearly that the human 
mind, when suddenly brought into unfavourable circum* 
stances, can relapse quite directly into earlier stages 
of its development. When, however, we state the problem 
sociologiGally and not in terms of a philosophical theory of 
social progress — ^which can be no more than a philosophical 
faith in a mind independent of circumstances — ^we must ask 
ourselves above all which situations favour certain forms 
of egoism and recklessness, and which have the opposite 
effect of creating a capacity for responsibility. If we 
state our problems in this way, we break up the 
general philosophical problem into specific relationships 
which can be concretely observed. In this way, perhaps, it 
becomes possible to make significant statements about the 
broad and many-sided problems which concern us. There 
is, of course, one question which we can never answer 
scientifically, namely : What are the unique and individual 
paths which a given person must follow to attain a rational 
and moral way of life ? We can, however, easily du^ose 
the typical situations which lead to ration^ and irrational 
conduct. 


V 

Clarihcatiok of the Vakious Meanings of the word 
“ Rationality " 

Before turning to the central question concerning the 
typical situations in industrial society from which certain 
forms of rationality or irrationality arise, we must first 
make certain observations about the general nature and 
species of rationality and irrationality. Few words are used 
in so many contradictory wa3re. For this very reason we will 
have to liimt ourselves toexplainingtwoof the most impcxrtant 
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uses of the words ** rational " and " irrational ", which, 
in our opinion, are indispensable in sociological analysis. 

Sociologists use the words " rational " and " irrational " 
in two senses, which we will call " substantial " and 
" functional " rationality or irrationality.^ 

It is not very difficult to explain the nature of 

^ It would take us too far afield if we were even to cite only the most 
important literature on " rationality ” and ** irrationality ", to say nothing 
of attempting to work out the various standpoints involved in this state- 
ment of the problem. We will therefore limit ourselves to references to 
those theories which are most useful to the sociologist. German sociology 
has placed the concepts " rational ", " irrational " at the very centre 
of its interests. 

In this connection Georg Simmel and Max Weber are mosfr^fe'portant. 
The former's Philosophie des Geldes (Leipzig, 1900), attempts to deter- 
mine the sociological consequences of the rationalization of life brought 
about by the use of money. Max Weber's whole work is in the last analysis 
directed towards the problem : " Which social factors have brought 

about the rationalization characteristic of Western civilization ? " In 
his works he uses the concept " rational " in many senses of which the 
type " purposeful rational behaviour " (Zweckrationales Handeln) is 
the best known. Although we have H. J. Grab's little book : Der Begriff 
des Raiionalen in der Soziologie Max Webers (Karlsruhe, 1927), we still 
need further exploration and illumination of this theme. X^f. also A. von 
Schelting, Max Webers Wissenschaftslehre (Tiibingen, 1934, sections i audit). 

In addition to Max Weber's use of " rational ", we should refer to 
Pareto’s distinction between " logical " and " non-logical " conduct, as 
weU as to his distinction between " derivations " and " residues ", all 
of which are important guides to the sociological analysis of political 
think^. Cf, his Traite de Sociology generate (Paris and Lausanne, 1917) 
(English translation Mind and Society, New York, 1935, by Andrew 
Bongiomo and Arthur Livingstone), his Les systhnes socialistes (Paris, 
1926), and the brief r6sum4 of his work by Bousquet, G. H., Precis de 
sociologie d'apres Vilfredo Pareto (Paris, 1925). Also Borkenau, Franz, 
Par^fo. (London-New York, 1936). 

In Anglo-Saxon literature, John Dewey's various writings, which seek 
to define the concept of thinking, seem to be the most fruitful for the 
sociologist. Here we will mention only his How we Think (Boston. 1933) 
(new edition) and Human Nature and Conduct (New York, 1922). George 
H. Mead’s posthumously published Mind, Self, and Society (Chicago, 
1934), ^ of the greatest importance for our understanding of this problem. 
Attention should also be given to G. Santayana's Reason in Society 
(London, 1937, 3rd edition). These theories deal with relationships between 
knowledge and conduct, a problem which, incidentally, is exhaustivdy 
treated in the German literature, though in a somewhat different manner, 
within the framework of the " theory of ideology " and the " sociology 
of knowledge ". Talcott Parsons's The Structure of Social Action (New 
York-London, 1937), also deals with this problem. For further references 
see pp. 82 and 206. 

In addition to these, the theories of L. T. Hobhouse should be taken 
mto account. Cf. among others his The Rational Good : A Study in the 
Bogie of Practice (London, 1921). Among £ngU^ students of the subject 
Morns Ginsberg has dealt with the problem in his Psychology of Society 
(London, 1928, 3rd ed.), chapter iii, *^The ROle of Reason." 
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" substantial " rationality. We understand as substantially 
rational an act of thought which reveals intelligent insight 
into the inter-relations of events in a given situation. Thus 
the intelligent act of thought itself will be described as 
" substantially rational ", whereas ever 5 rthing else which 
either is false or not an act of thought at all (as for example 
drives, impulses, wishes, and feelings, both conscious and 
unconscious) will be called " substantially irrational ". 

But in sociology as well as in everyday language, we also 
use the word “ rational " in still another sense when we 
say, for instance, that this or that industry or administration 
staff has been " rationalized In such cases we do 
not at<«dll understand by the term " rational " the fact 
that a person carries out acts of thinking and knowing, 
but rather that a series of actions is organized in such 
a way that it leads to a previously defined goal, every 
element in this series of actions receiving a functional 
position and rdle. Such a functional organization of a series 
of actions will, moreover, be at its best when, in order to 
attain the given goal, it co-ordinates the means most 
efficiently.^ It is by no means characteristic, however, 
of functional organization in our sense that this optimum 
be attained or even that the goal itself be considered rational 
as measured by a certain standard. One may strive to attain 
an irrational eschatological goal, such as salvation, by so 
organizing one's ascetic behaviour that it will lead to this 
goal or, at any rate, to a state of irrational ecstasy. 
Nevertheless, we should call this behaviour rational because it 
is organized, since every action has a functional r61e to play 
in achieving the ultimate aim. Whether a series of actions 
is function^y rational or not is determined by two criteria : 
(a) Functional organization with reference to a definite goal ; 
and (ft) a consequent calculability when viewed from the 
standpoint of an observer or a third person seeking to adjust 
himself to it. 

At first sight the distinction between substantial and 
functional rationality does not seem to be so important. 
One may object that a functionally rational series of actions 
must in imagination be planned out by somebody and 

/ In the following we are not concerned with optimal functional ration* 
ality because it is not of particular importance for the central theme of 
this investigation. 
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during its execution it must be also thought out by the 
person executing it, consequently both forms are only 
different aspects of the same type of rationality. T|us, 
however, is by no means, or at least not always, true. And 
in order to recognize this one need only think of an army. 
The common soldier, for example, carries out an entire 
series of functionally rational actions accurately without 
having any idea as to the ultimate end of his actions or 
the functional r61e of each individual act within the frame- 
work of the whole. Nevertheless each act is functionally 
rational since both criteria apply to it, (a) it is organised 
with reference to a definite goal, and (b) one can adjust 
oneself to it in calculating one's own actions. ‘We shall, 
however, speak of the functional rationality of conduct not 
only when the organization, as in an army, depends in the 
last analysis on the plans of certain authorities far removed 
from the actors, but also when this organization and 
calculability can be traced back to traditionally inherited 
regulations. Even societies which are held together by 
tradition are rational in the functional sense since their 
activities are definitely calculable and individual actions 
derive their meaning from the part they play in achieving 
the goal of the whole course of actions. The most that one 
can say about them is that very often they are as yet not 
perfectly organized. 

If, therefore, in the definition of functional rationality, 
emphasis is laid on the co-ordination of action with reference 
to a definite goal, eversdhing which breaks through and 
disrupts this functional ordering is functionally irrational. 
Such disruption can be brought about not only through 
substantial irrationalities such as daydreams and the violent 
outbursts of unruly individuals, to mention the most extreme 
cases, but also through completely intellectual actions which 
do not harmonize with the series of actions on which attention 
is focused. An illuminating example of the disturbance 
which can arise from substantial irrationality may be seen, 
where, for example, the diplomatic staff of a state has 
carefully thought out a series of actions and has agreed on 
certain steps, when suddenly one of its members falls prey 
to a nervous collapse and then acts contrary to the plan, 
thereby destroying it. The functional rationality of the 
conduct of the diplomatic corps can also be d^turbed, 



“ RATIONALITY ” 


55 

however, when it is opposed and rendered impotent by 
certain actions of the war ministry which have also been 
organized with the same amount of care and thoroughness. 
In this case the rationalization of the war ministry can be 
described as functionally irrational from the standpoint of 
the diplomatic staff.^ It therefore becomes clear that the 
term " functional irrationality ” never characterizes an act 
in itself but only with reference to its position in the 
entire complex of conduct of which it is a part. 

Now that we have made these distinctions, we can safely 
make the following statement. The more industrialized a 
society is and the more advanced its division of labour and 
organiaation, the greater will be the number of spheres of 
human activity which will be functionally rational and 
hence also calculable in advance. Whereas the individual 
in earlier societies acted only occasionally and in limited 
spheres in a functionally rational manner, in contemporary 
society he is compelled to act in this way in more and more 
spheres of life. This leads us directly to the description of a 
particular type of rationalization which is most intimately 
connected with the functional rationalization of conduct, 
namely the phenomenon of self-rationalization. 

By self-rationalization we understand the individual's 
systematic control of his impulses — a control which is always 
the first step to be taken, if an individual wants to plan his 
life so that every action is guided by principle and is ^ected 
towards the goal he has in mind. My mode of conduct, my 
control over and my regulation of my impulses will obviously 
be quite different when I am a member of a far-reaching 
organization, in which every action must be carefully 
adjusted to all the others, from what it is when I am more 
or less isolated and independent and can do whatever I 
think right.* As a factory worker, I should have to control 

^ One of the mc^t striking examples is ofiered by the conflict between 
political leaders and the general stafi represented by Ludendorfl and 
Hindenburg during the last years of tihe Great War, a continuous conflict 
which always result^ in the thwarting of plans the politicians hs^ made 
by the grumbling and dii^pproving generals, a conflict which in its most 
striking phases has been analysed by Bernhard Schwertfeger, Das Welt* 
kriegssn^, Gedanksn Hbsr dU dsuische KriegsfUhrung, 1918, (Potsdam, 
1937], pp, 35-41, 119-142. 

* the subordination of all actions to a single goal is excellently treated 
by Max Weber, op. cit Another notable treatment of this process in 
history is Schiickmg, L., Dis FamilU im Puntanismtss (L&pzig and 
Berlin, 1929). 
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my impulses and wishes far more completely than as an 
independent craftsman, where my professional activities 
would ^ so loosely organized that I could from time io time 
satisfy wishes which were not always immediately coitnected 
with the work in hand. Modem society attains perhaps its 
highest stage of functional rationalization in its admii^tra- 
tive staff, in which the individuals who take part not only have 
their specific actions prescribed— this sort of rationalization 
of tasks may possibly be more advanced in the Taylorization 
of workers in an industrial plant — ^but in addition have 
their life-plan to a large extent imposed in the form of a 
" career ", in which the individual stages are specified in 
advance.* Concern with a career requires a mavirantn of 
self-mastery since it involves not only the actual processes 
of work but dso the prescriptive regulation both of the 
ideas and feelings that one is permitted to have and of 
one's leisure time. 

^^us we see that the different forms of functional 
rationalization are closely linked up with each other : the 
functional rationalization of objective activities ultimately 
evokes self-rationalization. But self-rationalization as we 
have met it so far does not represent the most radical form 
of the rationalization of the acting subject. Reflection and 
self^observation, as distingiushed from sheer self-rationaliza- 
tion, we an even more radical form of it. 

It is an example of self-rationalization if I adjust my 
spontaneous wishes or sudden impulses so as to attain a 
givm end : thus if I obey the laurs of a technique of thought 
or k^ to the motions prescribed by the technique of a 
particular type of manual work, I am, by a process of mental 
subordinating my inner motives to an external aim. 
Self-observation, on the other hand, is more than such a 
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form of mental training. Setf-observation aims primarily 
at an inner self-transformation. Man reflects about himself 
and his actions mostly for the sake of remoulding or trans- 
forming himself more radically. Normally man*s attention 
is directed not towards himself but towards things which 
he wishes to manipulate, to change, and to form. He 
usually does not observe how he himself functions. He 
lives in immediate acts of experience ; he is absorbed 
in them without ordinarily comprehending them. He 
reflects, and sees himself for the first time when he fails 
to carry through some projected action and, as a result 
of this failure, is thrown, so to speak, back upon himself. 

" Reflection," " self-observation," " taking account 
of one's own situation " assume, in such moments, the 
functions of self-reorganization. It is clear that persons 
who are confronted more frequently with situations in 
which they cannot act habitually and without thinking and 
in which they must always organize themselves anew will 
have more occasion to reflect on themselves and on situations 
than persons who have adapted themselves once and for all. 
The impulses and drives of the latter have been organized 
as far as a few situations which are important for them are 
concerned, they function, so to speak, without friction.^ On 
that account mobile types of persons — among them the 
Jews — tend more frequently to be abstract and reflective 
than the so-called " stable " and deeply rooted types. At 
the same time it becomes apparent that a society which 
must carry out more complicated processes based upon 
thinking and acting with a purpose in view, wiU, in certain 
situations, necessarily tend to produce the reflective type 
of person. From this point of view it is clearly fallacious to 
regard reflectiveness — as many romantic thinkers do — as 
being under all circumstances a life-extinguishing force. 
On the contrary, in most cases, reflectiveness preserves life 
by helping us to adjust ourselves to new situations so 
complex that in them the naive and unreflective man would 
be utterly at a loss. 

^ W. 1. Thomas’s distinction between the Creative Philistine and 
Bohemian types represents a recognition of this phenomenon from a 
difierent point of view. Thomas studies the differential reactions to 
change of three personality types, while we are interested in the types 
of personalities created by changing or relatively static conditions. Cf. 
Thomas, W. 1., and Znaniecki, F., TAs Polish PoasatU in JBuropo and 
America, Kew York, 1927, vd. U, pp. 1853 seqq. 

D 
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VI 


Functional Rationalization by no means Incuases 
Substantial Rationality 

Thus here, too, we see that the social source of rationaliza- 
tion can be clearly determined and that indeed the force 
which creates in our society the various forms of rationality 
springs from industrialization as a specific form of socii 
organization. Increasing industrialization, to be sure, 
implies functional rationality, i.e. the organization of the 
activity of the members of society with reference to objective 
ends. It does not to the same extent promote ** sub^antial 
rationality ", i.e. the capacity to act intelligently in a given 
situation on the basis of one's own insight into the inter- 
relations of events. Whoever predicted that the further 
industrialization of society would raise the average capacity 
for independent judgment must have learned his mistake 
from the events of the past few years. The violent shocks 
of crises and revolutions have uncovered a tendency which 
has hitherto been working under the surface, namely the 
paralysing effect of fimctional rationalization on the capacity 
for rational judgment.^ 

If, in andysing the changes of recent years, people had 
kept in mind the distinction between various types of 
rationality, they would have seen clearly that industrial 
ration^ation served to increase functional rationality but 
that it offered far less scope for the development of 
substantial rationality in the sense of the capacity for 
independent judgment. Moreover, if the distinction between 
the two types of rationality which emerges from this 
explanation had been thought out, people would have 
been forced to the conclusion that functional rationalization 
is, in its very nature, bound to deprive the average individual 
of thought, insight, and responsibility and to transfer these 
capacities to the individuals who direct the process of 
rationalization. 

The fact that in a functionally rationalized society the 
thinking out of a complex series of actions is confined to a 
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a divergent interpretation of the 
influence of industrialization on the possibiUties of substantial rationaUty, 
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few organizers, assures these men of a key position in society. 
A few people can see things more and more clearly over 
an ever-widening field, while the average man’s capacity 
for rational judgment steadily declines once he has turned 
over to the organizer the responsibility for making decisions. 
In modem society not only is the ownership of the means 
of production concentrated in fewer hands, but as we have 
just shown, there are far fewer positions from which the 
major structural connections between different activities 
can be perceived, and fewer men can reach these vantage 
points. 

This is the state of affairs which has led to the growing 
distance between the dlite and the masses, and to the 
" appeal to the leader " which has recently become so 
widespread. The average person surrenders part of his 
own cultural individuality with every new act of integration 
into a functionally rationalized complex of activities. He 
becomes increasingly accustomed to being led by others 
and gradually gives up his own interpretation of events for 
those which others give him.^ >^en the rationalized 
mechanism of social life collapses in times of crisis, the 
individual caimot repair it by his own insight. Instead his 
own impotence reduces him to a state of terrified helplessness. 
In the social crisis he allows the exertion and the energy 
needed for intelligent decision to run to waste. Just as 
nature was unintelligible to primitive man, and his deepest 
feelings of anxiety arose from the incalculability of the 
forces of nature, so for modem industrialized man the 
incalculability of the forces at work in the social S3^tem 
under which he lives, with its economic crises, inflation, 
and so on, has become a source of equally pervading fears. 

The liberal social order offered a much better chance of 
psychological preparation for the growth of substantial 
rationality. Based on relatively sm^ economic units and 
on moderate individual property holdings, this first stage 
in the epoch of industrialization produced a relatively 
larger £lite whose members were rather independ^t in 
their judgments and who had to direct and organize econcnnic 
t^ts according to their own more or less rational interpreta- 
tion of the course of events. Side by side with these 
independent entrepreneurs with their intdligent sdf-interest, 

* Cf. ia the BiUiogmphv IV, 4, " Leadetah^ ". 
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a relatively independent intelligentsia grew up. Together 
they guaranteed the existence of substantial rationality. 


VII 


Can the Social Causes of Irrationality in Social 
Life be Traced? 

The fundamental question now arises whether we can 
discover the origins of the rational as weU as the irrational 
elements in modem society. Modem society, which in the 
course of its industrialization rationalizes larger and larger 
numbers of persons and ever more spheres of human life, 
crowds together great masses of people in huge urban 
centres. Now we know, thanks to a psychology absorbed 
in social problems, that life among the masses of a large 
town tends to make people much more subject to suggestions, 
uncontrolled outbursts of impulses and psychic regressions 
ttan those who are organically integrated and held firm 
in fte smaller type of group. Thus industrialized mass 
society tends to produce the most self-contradictory 
behaviour not only in society but also in the personal life 
of the individual.^ 


(^ceming the problems of mass-xrratioiiaHty in modem society, cL, in 
addition to the bibliography cited on p. 107 n.. Pareto, Les systhnes sodalisUs 
(Pans, 1904), and notice particularly the following headings in the index : 
* Raisonnements par associations des id^es/' “ raisonnements et senti- 
ments comme motifs determinants des actions humaines,** ** sentiment,** 
** sentiments humanitaires.’* etc. Also Lasswell, H. D., World PoliHcs 
and Personal Insecurify (New York. 1935), and Ghent, W. J., Mass and 
Class : A Survey of Social Division (New York, 1904) ; R. Balbdze. 
La newrasthdnie rurale (Paris. 1911) ; Clarence Marsh Case, " Instinctive 
Factors in Group Conflicts ’* in American Journal of Sociology, 
3^ (July, 1922) ; W. Trotter. Instincts of Herd in Peau and War 
V Graham Wallas, Human Nature in Politics (Ixmdon, 
w^Sl* V Psychopathology and Politics (Chicago. 1930) ; 
K. suchels, Psychologie der antikapitalistischen Massenbewegungen." 

ix (Tubingen, 1926) ; i. pp. 241^59 ; 
MasswwnAn (Mfinchen. 1913) ; W. Moede, EsrOm- 
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v ol. 54 (1924); E. Gothrin, “ Sozioiogto der Fataik” is 
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Lv^*"** *** Masm (London, 1932), and E. Glom, Wm. 
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^ a laige scale industrial society, it creates a whole 
series of actions which are rationally calculable to the 
highest degree and which depend on a whole series of 
repressions and renunciations of impulsive satisfactions. 
As a mass society, on the other hand, it produces all 
the irrationalities and emotional outbreaks which are 
characteristic of amorphous human agglomerations. As an 
industrial society, it so refines the social mechanism that 
the slightest irrational disturbance can have the most far- 
reaching effects, and as a mass society it favours a great 
number of irrational impulses and suggestions and produces an 
accumulation of unsubUmated psychic energieswhich, at every 
moment, threatens to smash the whole subtle machinery of 
social life. Max Weber had already recognized many of 
these antinomies, but obviously he could not foresee the 
most recent crises which have arisen from them. It would 
be false, however, to believe that this process must 
unconditionally and under aU circumstances lead to the 
catastrophes which it so often produces to-day. 

In reply to the simplified mass psychology of a writer 
like Le ^n we must insist that although persons who 
are agglomerated into a mass (i.e. a crowd, or any 
undifferentiated, shapeless aggregate) are subject to 
suggestions and contapons, large numbers in them- 
selves do not necessarily constitute a mass and that 
further, irrationality need not necessarily disintegrate 
society. To-day we can indicate quite definitely which 
social conditions tend to produce outbursts of irrationality 
among the masses, and \mder which conditions these 
outbursts are harmful to society. We can offer only a few 
comments here. 

In the first place, as we have already said, great numbers 
in themselves by no means necessarily produce ecstasy and 
irrationality. As long as society as a whole persists in its 
old well-integrated form — as for instance in France or 
England — ^it shows no symptoms of chaotic mass reactions.^ 


* Adolf LSwe’s The Price of Liberty (London, 1936), presents many 
suggestive ideas about the articulatioxi of the English social structure. 
Cf. on the same subiect also W. DibeUuSs England (London, 19d0). C. Vmd- 
hagen, Di$ poHHsche Sindtiur des mglischen Minschen, und der dtuisch^ 
Geist, Festrede, etc. Breslau, 1932, and his Per mglische VolhschwahUr 
9*ine nmrlichin und histoHschen Gfundhgen, Ldpfig, 1925. 
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From the psychological standpoint the key to the under- 
standing of well integrated organic societies is to be found 
in the fact that in these societies the collective impulses 
and wishes are absorbed by the smaller groups of which 
they are composed. These smaller groups then canalize and 
direct these energies towards their own particular endii. In 
the realm of the impulses, too, the sociological law of divide 
et impera obtains. The secret of taboo and the collective 
formation of symbols in primitive societies is mainly that 
the free expression of impulses is held in check by the various 
mechanisms of social control and directed towards certain 
objects and actions which benefit the group. Only the 
impulsive energies which have been set free by the 
disintegration of society and are seeking integration about 
a new object have those eruptive destructive qualities 
which are customarily and vaguely regarded as characteristic 
of every type of mass behaviour. What the dictatorships in 
certain contemporary mass-societies are striving to do is 
to co-ordinate through organizations the impulses which 
the revolutionary period unchained and to direct them 
towards prescribed wish-objects. The consciously guided 
fixation of mass impulses upon new objectives takes the 
place of earlier forms of wish fixation which found their 
objectives organically, that is to say, through a slow 
selective process. So, for instance, the attempt is made to 
create a new religion, the function of which is first to 
destroy the old emotional setting, and then to make these 
disintegrated impulses more subservient to one's own aim 
trough the use of new symbols. It is not impossible, 
indeed it is even highly probable, that these processes were 
already at work during the Reformation and that after the 
dissolution of medieval feudal society, the political powers 
which were establishing themselves at that time found it 
necessary, like some of our dictators, to use the new religious 
feeling to regain their power and to curb and control the 
irrational elements which had been set free. 

We must, moreover, realize, that the irrational is not 
always harmful but that, on the contrary, it is among the 
most valuable powers in man's possession when it acts as a 
driving force towards rational and objective ends or when 
it creates cultural values through sublimation, or when, as 
pure 6hn, it heightens the joy of living without breaking 
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up the social order by lack of planning.^ In fact, even a 
correctly organized mass society takes into account all 
these possibilities for the moulding of impulses. It must, 
indeed, create an outlet for an abreaction of impulses since 
the matter-of-factness of everyday life whidi is due to 
widespread rationalization means a constant repression of 
impulses. It is in these offices that the function of " sports '* 
and “ celebrations ” in mass society as well as that of the 
more general cultural aims of the society is to be found. 
All the great civilizations in history have hitherto been 
able to use sublimations to canalize and give form to 
irrational psychic energies. 

We are now in a position to clarify what constitutes the 
specific danger of irrationality. In a society in which the 
masses tend to dominate, irrationalities which have not been 
integrated into the social structure may force their way 
into political life. This situation is dangerous because the 
selective apparatus of mass democracy opens the door to 
irrationalities in those places where rational direction is 
indispensable. Thus, democracy itself produces its own 
antithesis and even provides its enemies with their weapons. 
Here we are confronted once more with the process which 
elsewhere* we describe more precisely as "negative 
democratization 

The fact that the irrational elements in mass society 
force their way more and more into the sphere of politics 
is to be explained not psychologically but sociologically. 
It is a problena for psychology to show which irrationalities, 
which distortions of impulses in the form of neuroses are to 
be found in general in the human mind. It is the task of 
sociology to show at which points in a given society these 
irrction^ties are expressed and which social functions and 
forms they assume. A psychology which ignores the 

^ Under the influence of Dnrkbeim, Halbwachs, and otlien, this pheno- 
menon has recently been made the object of a number of interesting 
investigations. Cf. Elton Mayo, The Human Problems 0 ^ on Indusfrial 
CiviUxation (New York, 1933) ; F. J. RoethUsberger, W. J. Dickson, 
ibTsfMgmMK and the Worher (Cambridge, Mass., 1934) ; and T. N. White- 
head, Leadership in a Free Society (Cambridge, Mass., 1936). Cf. also 
Henri de Man, Joy in Work, New York, 1931. Unfoitnnatdy, the 
fundamentally impmant problems of social stability whidi are involved 
in One nee cf uisnre time and recreation have not received mndi attention 
from social scientists. 

■ Cf. p, 85 of the book. 
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sociok^ical point of view believes that after it has discovered 
certain destructive psychological forces, such as sadism, it 
can describe their effect and significances in purely psycho- 
logical terms, whereas the real question is the fipctiqn 
these vices have in a given society. It most be recognized 
that in this sense modem industrial society in its present 
form is itself not entirely rationalized. It admits i^tical 
irrationality in the form of violence. The irrational impulses 
which exist in the human mind could be diverted into other 
spheres in order either to abreact or to create cultural 
values, if the weak spots in the pohtical ordering of society, 
in which violence can find a footing, did not always 
attract them, so that they can be mobilized for violent 
ends.^ 

Behind the huge organization of modem society and the 
comparatively smooth working of the industrial system lies 
the lurking possibility of a resort to violence. It is difficult 
to determine just when and where, in the sphere of foreign 
policy or of the inner stmggle for mastery, bloody violence 
will take the place of peaceful compromise. This still 
unharnessed irrationality is always present in the actual 
working of modem society, and, from time to time, 
mobilizes the impulses of the masses. The same persons 
who, in their worlwg life in the sphere of industrial organiza- 
tion are extensively rationalized, can at any moment turn 
into " machine-wreckers ” and rathless warriors. 

The roots of this unharmonious growth go right back to 
prehistory. Thanks to the investigations of ethnologists 
and sociologists, we know that all highly developed cultures 
in history have arisen from the violent conquest by nomadic 

^ Contemporary social science has unfortunately not been very much 
concerned with the theoretical or systematical analysis of the r61e of 
violence and the conditions of its emergence. Of course, there are excep- 
tions, notably with regard to war (cf. Ph, Q. Wright, The Causes of War 
and the Conditions of Peace (New York and London, 1935), S. R. Steinmetz, 
Soxiologie des Krieges (Leipz^, 1929), and certain types of individual 
crime. The significance of violence in politics has not been dealt with 
to any serious extent except by Harold D. Lasswell, Politics : Who Gets 
What, When, and How (New York, 1936), chapter iii, ** Violence,'* 
and World Politics and Personal Insecurity (New York, l^SS, passim), 
H. Speier's article Social Stratification " in Political and Economic 
Democracy, ed. by F. Lehmann and M. Ascoli (New York. 1937), has some 
interesting remarks on the conditions under which violence between 
social classes occurs. Cf. also Part HI of the pxesent volume and the 
bibliography therein. 
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groups of primitive communities, usually of peaceful 
agricultural peoples.^ This element of force penetrated so 
deeply into the relatively peaceful small agrarian societies, 
that it left a permanent impression on their structure 
and influenced their further development. Even to the 
present day this contradiction has not been solved. 
Industrial society grew up within this political order 
which was regulated by force and was finally amalgamated 
with it. The processes of production and distribution are 
governed by means of calculation and compromise, embodied 
in the various techniques of exchange, but violence is the 
** ultima ratio the last word in wisdom in foreign and 
domestic politics. 

To the extent that they observe the single individual 
and disregard his relations with society psychologists are, 
as we have mentioned, inclined to think that the continued 
existence of this tragic irrationality is due to the “ eternally 
evil elements in human nature — the sadistic impulses. 
They forget, however, that society has always found work 
for these irrational forces since the age of nomadic conquests. 
For this very reason it is one of the main objects of this 
discussion to show that behind every rational and irrational 
force in human society there is a social mechanism which 
determines when it is to appear and what forms it is to 
take. This social mechanism also regulates the growth 
and the repression of the rational and irrational elements 
in the life of the individual. From this it follows that the 
scientific treatment of this problem demands a much closer 
collaboration between psychologists, historians, and 
sociologists,* but the man in the street must also learn to 


' Cf. Franz Oppenheimer. Der Staat, vol. iiof System der Soziologie (Jena. 
1926), and W. C, MacLeod, The Origin and History of Politics (New 
York, 1931). 

* Concerning the problem of the interdependence between culture and 
personality there are similar and very valuable trends to be found in the 
sociological literature of the U.S./t. Among the works of the older genera- 
tion, cf. above ^1 Cooley, Mead. Thomas, Park, Burgess, Fans, and others. 
The views of these authors are summarized in F. B. Karpf, American 
Social Psychology. Cf. K. Young, (ed.) Social Attitudes (New York, 1931), 
which contains in addition to essays by Fans, Park, et al., bibliographies 
referring to research along these lines. In the past few years a new 
tendency with the same thesis but more inilucnced by psychoanalysis 
has emerged in the work of H. D. Lasswell, John Dollard, Krich Fromm, 
Karen Homey, and others. For several years the Social Science Research 
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see the connection between sociologies and psychological 
problems. War as well as social revolution hover constantly 
in the shadow of even the most rational and calciilatmg 
t 3 ^pes of behaviour ; and it is not because of their u n c h iji n ging 
human nature but because they are driven, now ^ one 
direction, now in another by the dual nature of thelsocial 
structure that certain human beings are now calculatii^ 
creatures who work out their actions to the very last detail, 
and now volcanic ones who think it right that at a gii^ 
time they should reveal the worst depths of human brutality 
and sadism. 


VIII 

Can the Social Causes of the Rational and 
Irrational Elements in Morality be Traced ? 

There is a complete parallel between the factors making 
for the growth and collapse of rationality in the intellectual 
sphere and those making for the grovdh and collapse of 
morality. Here, too, we find that on the one hand modem 
industrial society is a splendid means of education which 
has brought about a greatly increased capacity for 
responsibility. On the other hand, violence in our own form 
of society stimulates irresponsibility which works Uke an 
electrical short circuit. Here, too, it cannot be said that 
man in himself has ambivalent impulses and carries with 
him both evil and good in the same measure, as a psychological 
heritage. Here, too, we can show exactly at what point the 
prevailing soci^ apparatus can at one time demand one 
kind of behaviour from its citizens and another at some 
other time. We should like, therefore, to follow up both 
these clues and to see which social mechanism leads to one 
kind of moral behaviour and which to the breakdown of 
that behaviour. 

Coandl has had a special " Committee (m Pwaonality and Cnltam.” 
I**.?”^?^*^***®*** ® England, cf . Human Affairs, ed. by R. B. Cattdl, 
R. M. W. Tta'^^, and J. Cohen, London, 1937, and my article, " Ifaas 
Edncation and Group Analysis,'’ in BdueaHag for Homoeraeu, ad. hy 
J. Cohan, R. M. W. Travers, London, 1939. Of. also III, 1, f. "Tl» 
SociolQgical Aqiects of Psychology etc." in the KUiogn^. 
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To describe the history of human morality even in its 
broadest outlines, human conduct at the various stages of 
its develofHnent must be dealt vnth from two points of 
view. These may conveniently be summed up by the 
following questions : How far did man’s range of vision, 
conscious understanding and foresight extend into the sphere 
of his social behaviour in any given age ? To what extent was 
the representative individual of a particular era able to 
shoulder responsibilities? Obviously these two questions 
do not exhaust aU the issues relevant to a sociological 
understanding of morality, but here we are concerned only 
with that aspect which is important for the present 
discussion. 

In the sphere of moral discipline, tod, we can make use 
of the functional and substantial points of view, with 
certain modifications. The functional aspect of a given 
type of moral discipline consists in those standards which, 
when realized in conduct, guarantee the smooth working of 
society. There are many t3rpes of these and they vary with 
the social structure. 

Substantial morality consists of certain concrete values, 
such as dictates of faith and different kinds of feeling, 
standards which may be completely irrational in 
quality. In the entire range of history from the most 
primitive times to the present day we can distinguish 
two forms of prohibitions or taboos, namely those which 
guarantee the fractioning of the society in question and 
&ose which express the particular emotiond attitudes, 
traditions, or even idiosyncrasies of a group.^ 

The more modem mass-society is fractionally rationalized 
the more it tends to neutralize substantial morality or to 
sidetrack it into the “ private ” sphere. In public matters 
it seeks to con^e itself to universal standards which have 
a purely functional significance. The idea of tolerance is 
nothing mote than t& philosophical formulation of the 
tradency to exclude all subjective or sectarian belief 
from public discussion, i.e. to do away with substantial 
irrationality, retaining merely those customs iiriuch facilitate 
the maooth woriai^ of sociu relatmns. 

It is only when, ffnough the mechanism of mass-sodety 

^ Cl R, &iSaii]t, ** Taboos oa Haman Nature ” in Tht New Gtneration, 
•d. by V. F. Calvertoa and S. D. Schmalhaniwia (London, 1980). 
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as we, have described in the first part of this study, 
substantial irrationalities triumph also in the other spheres 
of social life and overthrow reason and rationaEzation, 
that doctrinal disputes and fights for intrinsic value|$ make 
their appearance in the ethical sphere as well. As previously 
stated there are two main criteria by which we caii. judge 
changes in morality and their effects on practical afSairs— 
the range of people’s foresight and the range of their 
sense of responsibility. 

Three essential historical stages ^ can be distingmshed here : 
(i) man at the stage of horde solidarity : (2) man at the 
stage of individual competition ; (3) man at the stage of 
.superindividual group solidarity. 

(1) The early history of human morals begins in a certain 
sense at the level of what Durkheim called the mechanical 
solidarity of horde morals. Think for example of the 
Germanic hordes which burst in upon Europe towards the 
end of Antiquity, whose members were all held together by 
inescapable solidarity and submissiveness. The actions 
of the group were the result of a relatively homogeneous 
behaviour ultimately enforced by tradition and fear. 
From the standpoint of morals, range of foresight, con- 
sciousness, and capacity to shoulder responsibility, this 
stage is characterized by the fact that the individual 
had not yet been roused to a consciousness of his 
existence as a separate being. He was still incapable 
of looking at life from an independent standpoint and of 
assuming individual responsibility. The sociological explana- 
tion of this kind of social behaviour is that the eiUire group 
adapts itself to the conditions and circumstances of 
collective life, the individual, therefore, can save himself 
only as part and parcel of this collective process of 
adaptation : he must stand or fall with his group. 

(2) In contrast trith this world of mechanical solidarity, 
the world of individual competition which arose from it 
represents in part a tremendous advance. In it for the first time 


It goes without sayiug, of course, that, first, these stages ate by 
no means exhaustive, and could be still further differentiated, and secondly 
that ere do not imply tltat all societies must necessarily pass through every 
stage. We use the word simply as a rough means of classifying histoiicu 
societies from the point of view of the problem which conctens ns in this 
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an individual is bom— a man vrbo can see the world through 
other eyes than those of group convention and tradition, 
and who is not afraid of personal responsibility. Evei^one 
who takes part in individual competition is compelled to 
make an in^vidual adaptation. He most adjust hhnself to 
events in the way which will best serve his own interests. 
The chief stimulus to the growth of personal responsibility 
was the S3rstem of small property holdi^. In this system the 
individual had to decide every step in his course of action 
in advance if he did not wish to go down in the competitive 
struggle. Thus individual competition led to the emergence 
of subjective rationality. i.e. the ability to calculate chances 
from one’s own point of view and to foresee the immediate 
results of one's actions (but not necessarily the fundamental 
rdationships between cause and efrect in society as a whole). 
This subjective rationality was a kind of competitive 
thinking. Society was not the result of a preconceived 
plan but developed from a chance integration of many 
antagonistic activities. Every man was for himself against 
the others, without caring what sort of society was being 
formed out of the chaos of these conflicting activities and 
limited personal responsibilities. 

Though this S3rstem may have made many people acutely 
aware of their own interests and of the immediate con* 
sequences of their actions, they still remained blind to the 
connections of this network of individoal activities with the 
course of events as a whole. 

(3) Our contemporary world is one of the laige groups 
in which individuals who until now have been increasingly 
separated from one another are compelled to renounce their 
private interests and to subordinate themselves to the 
interests of the larger social units. On the one hand the 
technique of large-scale industry compels individual property 
owners to give up their competitive attitudes towards 
one another, to combine their capital and to form larger 
and larger enterprises and industrial o^;anizations. These 
are pitted like large armies against other mammoth 
industrial omcems, ^emselves already in part the jnoduct 
of the renunciation of conflict and mutual oppodtirm. On 
the other hand, the workers, organized in trade unicms, 
learn solidarity and co-operative action even if they learn 
it from cmiffict with tire empbyers' organizations. In other 
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words, the attitude produced by competitive action between 
antagonistic individuals is transformed into a new attitude 
of group solidarity, though the groups from which it ifierives 
are not all-inclusive. It should be noted, however, that this 
solidarity is no longer the mechanical horde soli^darity 
which distinguished mankind at the level which; both 
theoretically and historically precedes individualiiation 
and the growth of individual responsibility. The individual 
who to-day is learning* however paiinfully, to subordinate 
himself is urged to do so by his slowly awakening insight 
into the nature of social tendencies and by his own more or 
less considered judgment. He is gradually realizing that by 
resigning partial advantages, he helps to save the social 
and economic system, and thereby also his own interests. 
This means that the very process which at first brought 
men into competition with one another, so that their range 
of foresight extended only to isolated parts of the social 
process, is now causing them to understand the inter- 
dependence of events and helping them to gain an insight 
into the whole social mechanism. In short the highest 
level of reason and morality awakens in the members of 
society, even if only dimly, a consciousness of the need for 
planning. The individual is beginning to realize that he 
must plan the whole of his society and not merely parts of 
it ; that, further, in the course of this planning, he must 
show a certain concern for the fate of the whole. At present, 
it is true, we are only in that stage of development where 
each of the dominant social groups is intent on capturing 
for itself the chance of planning and controlling society in 
order to turn this power against rival groups. Though 
it may well be that the present generation is destined to 
experience nothing more than such a struggle for a biased-^ 
planning, these conflicts are the last remnant of the period 
when every man acted in his own interests and against 
those of his neighbour. To-day the individual thinks not 
in terms of the welfare of the community or inankind as 
a whole, but in terms of that of his own particular group. 
Yet this whole process tends to train the individual to take 
a progressively longer view : it tends at the same time to 
mculcate in him the faculty of considered judgment and to 
fit him for sharing resiwnsibility in planning the whole 
course of events in the society in which he moves* 
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IX 

Irrational Tendencies in Morality 

The tremendous progress in the development of mankind 
from the stage of mechanical group*solidarity to that of 
free competition, and the complete and fundamental 
change in social relationships which was implied in the 
transition from the onfe stage to the other goes to prove that 
far-reaching changes in the life of the mind and in conduct 
can arise through adaptation, and that, therefore, such 
wholesale transformations of man are not impossible. 
This, then, is one aspect of the development brought about 
by industrialization and democratization, and this aspect, 
despite the difficulties with which it contends, is a promising 
one. Here, too, the modem integration of the masses and 
certain implications of the process of democratization are a 
danger to the slow but continuous growth of the moral 
forces which we have just discussed. Democratization is 
similar, in this regard, to the other achievements of modem 
technique, the radio and the press, in that it can produce 
destmctive as well as constroctive results, according to 
the direction in which it is guided. Just as science can be 
used to invent more and more cures for illness or to produce 
larger quantities of poison gas, so the modem achievements 
of democracy can also serve to further the power of socially 
destmctive elements. Democracy in this sense is a means of 
radiating social influences which can work in a morally 
destructive, as well as in a constmctive way. We might cite 
another instance of this. 

Friedrich Meinecke in his Die Idee der Staatsr&son ^ 
has produced ample evidence to show how a terrifying 
moral disquiet arose in the minds of many thinkers 
when they discovered that Christian and bourgeois 
morality did not obtain in international politics. VVffiat 
we ordinarily call “ Machiavellianism ” has a long 
history and consists in the fact that the mling classes 
gradually had to persuade themselves that in the attain- 
ment as well as in the maintenance of power, all means 
were legitimate, even those that might be considered 

^ Cf. Friedrich Meinecke* Die J4e$ der SfaatsrOson in der neueren 
GescHichte, 2nd ed. (Berlin* 1925). 
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immoral in other contexts. There thus arose very early a 
dual morality for the ruling class — ^the princes and their 
advisers : the slowly emerging Christian-bourgeois morality 
mentioned above, obtained in private life, while in all those 
activities which can be included in the category of fteison 
the morality of violence was regarded as ^d. 
In the course of history the number of authors who discdssed 
this contradiction increased but they did not settle the 
problem. Meinecke describes these theories very carefully, 
but since he does not use sociological methods, he fails to 
see that this growth of Machiavellian literature is nothing 
but a theoretical expression of the general political mobiliza- 
tion which was drawing more and more classes into the 
arena of active political life. As the problem of governing 
grew, the conflict between the two codes of morality grew 
with it. Whereas earlier, so to speak, there was a social and 
moral division of labour through which the lesser citizen 
could preserve his respectable morality and only the ruling 
classes were subject to these conditions of conflict, as a 
result of this democratic trend, the problem gradually 
became acute even for the least important persons. Whereas 
hitherto robber morality had consciously been regarded 
as valid only in extreme cases and for the ruling groups, 
with the democratization of society this element of violence 
not only did not diminish but (quite contrary to expectatioxis) 
actually became publicly and generally actoowle^ed. It is 
impossible to foresee the fate that awaits public morality 
if once the mob gets hold of the secret which formerly 
overwhelmed the intellectual powers of even small sophisti- 
cated leading ^oups. If it becomes dear to the broad masses 
that robbery is the historical origin as well as the present 
basis of the state and of the relations between states, and 
that also through robberies and plundering success and 
social status can be gained for entire groups, the gradual 
educative influence of industrialization and a rise in the 
socid scale will have been in vain. Once the acceptance 
of violence becomes the general principle of sodal morality, 
the fruits of a long mord training in the sphere of labour 
and of competition will be destroyed almost automatically. 

The principle of democracy, which is that all social 
classes shall be politically active, thus acquires a peculiar 
dual function. In the conflict between functionally rational 
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behaviour and mass ps}^osis— to which we alluded before— 
the democratizing process acted as a kind of social elevator. 
Eva7 now and again it raised the pent-up irrationalities and 
uncontrolled impulses of the crowd to the levd of the 
more individualized, reserved, and rational Elites of sodety, 
e.g. in its attitude to war. Now, in the tensions between 
honesty in everyday life and the dual morality of “ reason of 
state ’’ — ^the democratizing process is like a lift which brings 
down from the upper to the lower sodal la3rers the C3midsm 
with which, in extreme cases, the former defended the 
immorality of war. 

Whereas, however, cynicism and irony were originally 
sublimated forms of embarrassment or the escape mechanisms 
of a complicated psyche, which sought to be responsible 
for acts with which it was in ultimate disagreement, once 
this cynicism penetrates to the mob in a mass-society, it 
becomes a formula which encotuages the open expressi(Hii 
of a mitural brutality. This is, indeed, the fate of the older 
theories of race and violence as they were represented for 
the 61 ite by Houston Stewart Chamberlain and Pareto : 
they have become the everyday morality of the lesser 
citizen who to-day practises a diplomacy of violence such 
as formerly was to be found only in the secret negotiations 
of leading statesmen. Here, too, the democratic principle 
of “ publicity ” makes public deeds and thoughts wUcb in 
the past were allowed o^y in secret. 

To sum up : on the one hand we see that human reason 
and moral discipline are able to attain the levd of planning 
and self-responsibility ; on the other hand, we see k>w witii 
the same dynamic ^ve the will to destruction becomes a 
public force. But this is by no means all. The worst aspect 
of this development is that the human type with the " han^ 
c^ mind" which we portrayed as a s;pibol of the 
disproportion between inteUectual and spiritual devdop- 
ment, has learned how to use the {ness, the radio, and 
all the other techniques which democratic society places 
at his disposal for the manipulation of the mass mind 
As a result, he is able to form human beings accordmg to his 
own ideas and in this manner multii^es his ovm human type 
a million-fdd* 
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With this, a new factor has entered into the moulding 
of human nature. Up till now we could believe that r^tively 
free competition between different forms of educatw^n and 
propaganda would, by natural selection, allow the r^ional, 
edu^ted type of man, best fitted for modem conditions, 
to rise to the top. But when the instruments of propaganda 
are concentrated in a few hands, they may monopolized 
by the more primitive type, and then the spiritual regression 
which has already appeared, becomes permanent. These 
are, in fact, new problems which arose only when mankind 
began to regulate its affairs for itself, instead of allowing 
history to follow its own unplanned course as before. 

Let us conclude this discussion with a question which 
actually arose in the form of a personal experience. We 
were ^scussing briefly among friends the immense possi- 
bilities available to man for planning his social life. Someone 
said : “ We have progressed so far as to be able to plan 
society and even to plan man himself. Who plans tho% 
who are to do the planning ? ” The longer I reflect on this 
question, the more it haunts me. One thing, however, seems 
clear to me : the question has a two-fold meaning — a 
religious and quietistic one, and a realistic and political 
one. In the first place it seems that we may indeed behave 
as if we were acting according to our own plan, but in reality 
we are acting according to a law which is imposed on us and 
which lies beyond us. We can indeed direct and control the 
rational and irrational forces in certain spheres, but after a 
certain point they are beyond our reach and dominate us. 

Bnt in its realistic and political sense, the questicm irnfflies 
that no one has planned the planners. Hence it follows that 
the planners can recruit themselves only from already exist- 

PromoHonal Aetivities. An Annotated BibHography (Minneapolis, 1635) ; 
Childs, H. L., Propaganda and Dictatorship (ninoeton, 1936) ; Harold 
p. Lassnell, Propam^ Technique in the World War (London, 1927) ; 
Stm-Rubarth, E., Die Propaganda atspoUHsehes Instrusnent (Berlin, 1921) ; 
J. Psychdlogie del’ opinion etdeta propaganda pciUique (P^:Ba, 1927, 

The Propagastda Menace (New York, London, 1933) ; 
Aiim-Sneatb, F. B., "The Piw in Modwn Gmnany," German Life 
(Oetobw. 1936), 53-68 ; Ndson, R. B.. “ Hitler’s Propaganda 
MacSuna, Cunent History. 39 (1933), 287 ; " Propaganda Techniques of 
German Fas^," Propaganda Analysis, 1 (1988^ 37-53. a. ^ K. 
Yonng and R. D. Lawrence, BibUograpfy on Censorship and Propaganda 
(Umveraty of Oregon. Journalism Series No. 1. Engent^ Oregon, 19^, and 
York. 1936) ; alao 10^, O. W., MtMKdng 
for Chaos (New Haven, 1934). 
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ing groups. Eveiything will, therefore, depend on which 
of these groups with their existing outlooks produce the 
energy, the decisiveness, and the capacity to master the 
vast social machinery of modem life. Is it to be those 
human groups in which traces of primitiveness— the old 
Adam " — operate without restraint or those which have, 
through gradual education, developed their rational and 
moral capacities so far that they can act not only for a 
limited group, but also for the whole of society, and bear 
the responsibility for it ? It is true that such groups are 
only small minorities to-day. But this conflict, too, like 
all the conflicts of history, will be decided by a small 
minority, for the masses always take the form which the 
creative minorities controlling societies choose to give them. 
We live in a world of unsolved problems, so it will, perhaps, 
be less useful to give an optimistic answer than to conclude 
with an open question. Let each decide for himself whether 
he prefers the question in its religious and quietistic form, 
A^o plans the planner ? " or in its politick and realistic 
form : Which of the existing groups shall plan us ? ” 




Part II 

SOCIAL CAUSES OF THE CONTEMPORARY 
CRISIS IN CULTURE 




I 


Obstacles to the Discovery of the R6le of Social 
Factors in Intellectual Life 

So far we have discussed the symptoms of contemporaiy 
social disintegration and transformation as reflected in the 
psychological crises of our time. Now we must analyse the 
effects of social disintegration upon the development of 
culture. Until now too little attention has been paid to the 
fact that the production of culture depends upon the working 
of certain well-defined social factors, and that, further, the 
complementary process — ^the use made of culture, its 
consumption, as it were, and the selection of a public 
— also depends on certain conditions, and if these remain 
unfulfilled, disturbances and upheavals occur. 

If indeed the scientist is the last to discover the relation- 
ships between cultural life and the social structure, it is 
because in peaceful periods, on the advanced level of social 
differentiation at which we find ourselves, the two spheres 
seem to operate independently of one another. In every 
society of a certain degree of complexity, cultural life not 
only develops its own institutions but even seems to exist 
in a world apart which does, indeed, in many respects have 
a continuity all its own. 

In a stable and highly differentiated society, author and 
public become so rooted in the fixity of their institutions 
and the independence of their traditions that they tend to 
miss the real significance of the earthquake which we are 
all experiencing to-day. When the whole structure trembles 
they still pin their faith to the delusion that this is merely 
the temporary effect of the so-called social forces. But 
social forces always find expression in culture, even when 
they work unseen, and the problem is stated falsely if 
culture and society are tom apart from one another and are 
regarded as fully independent spheres which, as such, 

79 
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react upon one another. The social process is contained in 
the very structure of cultural hfe itself, so that it is never 
for one moment free from its influence.^ j 

It is, therefore, false to think exclusively of economics and 
politics when we speak of society (basic structure) andUo 
spei^ of the sociology of culture only when these spheoes 
impinge upon culture. \ 

In what follows we intend to substantiate the the^s 
whidi was merely indicated in the Introduction, i.e. that 
the same tensions which are causing such distress in economic 
life are also at work in the cultural sphere.* In just the same 
my as the two great mutually antagonistic principles of 
liberal laisser-faire and relation do battle in the economic 
sphere, so our cultural life is being threatened from two 
sides : it is exposed to certain definite dangers, as long as 
democratic mass society in the liberal sense is allowed to 
function without guidance or control ; but it encounters 
stiU greater dangers when dictatorial supplant liberal 
forms. To these two facts, therefore, a third should be 
added, namely that these same social causes which bring 
about cultural disinte^tion in a liberal society, themselves 
prepare the way for dictatorship. 

"Diese tlu«e points, which we have placed at the forefront 
of our discussions, acquire, however, scientific validity 
(and are of practic^ value to those who direct our culture) 
when we do not merely speak about threats to culture and the 
decline of culture in general, as Spengler, for instance, did, 
but are able instead to reveal and analyse in Hetail these 
social forces and causes which bring about the disintegration 
of culture. 

It is, therefore, not our task to make prophecies, but 
rather to seek out a clue which will help us to observe the 
effect of the most essential social factors influencing culture. 

•£* fcnnulatiiig our problems la snch a aray tiiat we speak 

of the infinoice of socjety on culture. This is the wrong term to use if 
one conceives of “ society ’’ as a self-contained province detached from 
me cnltunl movince. It is, however, justified if one considers it as the 
sain of Mrtain factors and principles (which regnlate the social life and 
omuct of mm), ^ in ^ sense investigates its influence upon culture. 
Mjm we the effect of social life upon culture, we uite it in ffiis 

«*«»Jiation influence 

* Cf. 1^ 13 of ibis book. 
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II 

Two Ways of Analysing the Impact of Society on 

Culture 

The social sphere consists of two completely different 
parts each of which affects the cultural process in its own 
way. 

(a) First, we have the free, unregulated part of social 
life, which, in its spontaneous forms, moul^ intellectual 
and cultural life. 

{b) Secondly, we have those social organizations which, 
in the cultural sphere, take the shape of institutions. We 
are thinking here of the influence which churches, schools, 
universities, research institutes, press, radio, and all types 
of organized propaganda exert upon intellectual and cultural 
life. 

Cultural life in modem, liberal mass-society is ruled mainly 
by the laws peculiar to an unregulated social order, whereas 
in a dictatorially governed mass-society it is the institutions 
which have the greatest influence on social life. We shall 
try, therefore, in the first part of this chapter to 
investigate more precisely the unregulated, uncontrolled 
effects of liberal laisser-faire society upon culture. In the 
second part we shall describe the cluef consequences flowing 
from an institutional organization of cultural life. 

We will start then with a sociolo^cal description of the 
type of liberal society in which there is a minimum of formal 
regulation, and will attempt to trace the process of cultural 
growth in it. At first sight such an unorganized t 3 q)e of 
social life appears as a haphazard, unarticulated whole. 
Upon closer examination, however, it can be seen that 
similar kinds of processes are at work in the non-economic 
spheres of society of the liberal social type, as are to be found 
e.g. in the freely competitive market, except that, where 
we are dealing with culture, we find that these processes 
work in a different way and are to be studied by other 
methods. At any rate, a sociolc^cal investigation of culture 
in liberal society must b^;m with the life of those who create 
culture, i.e. the intelligentsia and their position within 
society as a whole. 

The problem of a socuflogy of the intelligentsia is, in spite 
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of the fact that much energy has been devoted to it, still 
in a preliminary stage.^ 

From our standpoint the task of the intellectual Elites is to 
inspire the life of culture and to lend it form, create a 
living culture in the different spheres of social life. 
We may distinguish the following main types of Elites : 
the political, the organizing,* the intellectual, the arustic, 

\ 

^ There is an extensive literature in several countries on 6Iite^ and 
intellectuals. As is to be expected from their varying social staths in 
these different countries, the studies have been made from different points 
of view. But since the subject is a very complex one and the literature 
very vast, we shall confine ourselves here to mentioning only a few of 
the most suggestive items. There are, however, no systematic and com- 
prehensive works on the subject. 

The problem was probably first discussed in Czarist Russia, where the 
term “ intelligentsia '* was first used. We refer in this connection to 
Lavrov. Historische Briefe ; Mikhailowsky, Collected Essays (Russian) ; 
Ovesianko-Kulikovsky, History of the Russian Intelligentsia ; Masaryk, 
T. G., The Spirit of Russia, 2 vols., London, 1919 (German original, 1913). 
(I am indebted to Professor W. Postan, of Cambridge, for these references.) 
The writings of WUfredo Pareto are of great significance for the under- 
standing of the entire 41ite problem. 1 cite here Traits de Sociologie 
ffiSn^rale, Paris-Lausanne, 1917 (English Translation : Mind and 
Society, by Bongiomo and Livingstone, New York, 1935, 4 volumes) ; 
where in the “ Table analytiques des mati^res the references to 
** Classes sociales ou castes Elites et leur circulation " should first be 
consulted ; cf. further his Les systemes socialistes (Paris, 1926), especially 
the index references to Aristocracies **, Persistance des m^mes 
phenominessociaux and Formation d'une aristocratic dans une soci4t4 
4galitaire ^art from the works of Pareto, the discussion has been 
stimulated in France by Charles Maurras, Vavenir de'V intelligence and 
in a more comprehensive way by Julien Benda in his books. The Great 
Betrayal (New York, 1927), and La fin de Viternel (Paris, J929) ; cf. further 
Furlam, L., La circulation des dliies (Paris, 1911) ; Maurois, Les classes 
dirigeantes: Noblesse, Aristocratic, Elite (Paris, 1910); Rousiers. P. de, 
V Bite dans la sociBi moderns, son rdle (Paris, 1914) ; A. M. Carr Saunders 
and P. A. Wilson, The Professions (Oxford. 1933) ; W. Kotschnig. Unemploy- 
ment in the Learned Professions (Oxford, 1937) ; Wm. MacDonald, The 
Intellectual Worker and his Work (New York, 1924). For the German 
discussion, cf. Mannheim, K., Ideologie und Utopie, 2nd ed. (1930), pp. 
121-134 (transl. into English as Ideology aval Utopia, by Louis Wirth and 
Edward Shils (New York, 1936), pp. 136 — 146 and the bibliography. Cf. 
further Speier, H., Zur Soziologie der burgerlichen Inteiligenz,** 
Gesellschaft, 1929, and the publication of the *' Verein fur SoeUUpolitik ", 
** yberdie Lage der geistigen Arbeiter ", also Bruford, W. H., Germany in tke 
Eighteenth Century (Cambridge, 1935), and Kohn-Bramstedt, Ernst, 
Aristocrat and tke Middle Classes in Germany (London, 1937). Apart from 
the publication of the present study I have treated the whole problem of 
the intellectu^s in detail in a study which is as yet unpublished. 

• Here I will cim only the following of the literature of the organizing 
wtes,* whose significance is constantly increasing, Marsal, F., Les Bites 
indmirielUsetfinancUres,RevutdoPa^ (5), 19, I, x-29. F. Delaisi, 
U democratie et Us financiers (Paris, 1910) ; and especially Max Weber, 
Wntsehafi und GeseUsehaft, part iii. chap, fi, " Boteaukratie " (Tilhingen* 
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the moral, and the religious. Whereas the political and 
(x^^iniziDg Elites aim at integrating a great number of 
in^vidual wills, it is the function of the intellectual, aesthetic, 
and moral-religious ^tes to sublimate those psychic energies 
which society, in the daily struggle for existence, does not 
fully exhaust. In this way they stimulate objective 
knowledge'as well as tendencies to introversion, introspection, 
contemplation, and reflection, which, although no society 
could exist without them, nevertheless would not play their 
full part at our present stage of development without more 
or less conscious control and guidance. 

We cannot here concern ourselves in detail with the 
intricate psychological problems of sublimation, introversion, 
contempktion, and so on. We must, however, recognize 
that the different methods of cultural sublimation are 
determined by various circumstances among which the 
following play a part : first, the customary way in which 
the membCTS of a society normally spend their free time ; 
and secondly, the way in which the intellectuals — ^who have 
more than the average amount of leisure time, and who 
have their own kind of life, are recruited. A society which 
uses up all its energies in organization leaves little 
opportunity for introversion, contemplation, and reflection. 
In such a society, the political and organizing ^tes would 
predominate, while reflective, scientific, artistic, moral, and 
religious Elites would scarcely exist, and if they did, would 
be very ineffective. A society which did not allow a 
sublimating group to develop, could neither direct its culture 
nor further its creative powers. Only where, on the one hand, 
the average person has enough leisure to sublimate his 

1925). Cl also Taussig, F. W.. and Joslyn, C. S., Api 0 nean Busimtss 
Leadtn, New York, 1^ ; K. Demeter, Dot DaOsche Offixitrskorps m 
seinxn kisloriselhsotiohgisekeH GrundlagtH (Beriin, 1930) ; KurtyiTiedenfdd, 
KapUalismm wtd Beamtexhtm (Berlin and Leipxig, 1932) ; Bern, Minam, 
A of the Business Mem (New York, 1938) ; J. P. Falews^ Le RiUe du 

chef d'entreprise daesslagremde industrie (Paris, Iwi) ; Tead, Ordwav, The 
AH of Leeidership (New York, 1935) ; mitehead, J. N., Leeidership in 
a Free Society (Cambridge, Hass., 1936). 

It would taike us too far afield to quote even rite biograpbies of leading 
financiers and indnStrialiats, but there still is an im me nse scope for research 
work in studying tbe antoUographies, letters, and documents of the past 
and resent of men like H a ns e m a n n and Ballin, FOrstHibm and Sei^- 
rOder, as wcfl as Hearst, Nortbcli&, Ford, and ottiers. Tbis if equally 
true of the imtntmMt fidd of political biography and memoirs, which reveal 
the most stifidng and aockw^^cally imporamt ways in which the ruling 
riassss are selected. 
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surplus energies, and where, on the other hand, there is a 
dominant cmtu^ group, do there arise mutually a^pted 
classtt which create and assimilate culture. Sparta may 
be cited as an example of a civilization in which the pj^ticm 
and mOitary ^tes repressed all others, while in the United 
States the ^te have been absorbed in problems of organiza- 
tion, and this has determined to a very large extend the 
intellectual outlook of the whole nation. Even in a ngiass- 
democracy, cultural sublimation, as for example, in art'and 
in fashion, can take place only if small groups of connoisseurs, 
who create and mould taste, already exist, and slowly 
diffuse the content and the technique of sublimation over 
the rest of society. In all the spheres of cultural life, the 
function of such elites is to express cultural and psychological 
forces in a primary form and to guide collective extraversion 
and introversion ; they are responsible for cultural initiative 
and tradition.^ If these sm^ groups are destroyed or 


^ We think for instance of circles like the aristocratic salons in Vienna 
at the time of Beethoven. Austrian and Hungarian noblemen in those 
days were devoted to music and Beethoven found great understanding 
and generous support. The portrait we have of him as the misunderstood 
lonely genius is more and more revealed to be a romantic legend (Walter 
Riezler. Buthovtn, Berlin and Ziirich, Atlantis*Verlag> 1936). 

Squally important were aristocratic salons in Northern Germany 
where the Klopstocks* Matthias Claudius* and others met at Emkendorf, 
or where the Danish sculptor Thorwaldsen stayed with the Kantzaus at 
Breitenbuiw (Schleswig-Holstein) Cf. O. Brand* GHsUslehen und PolUik in 
Schleswig-Holstein urn die Wende des 18 Jahrhunderts, (Kid, 1927), 

We need not go into the importance which the Court of Weimar had for 
Goethe* Schiller* and Widand*.and Munich had for Wagner, But it is 
essential to note how witii rise of modem capitalism the wealthy 
mmhant and banking families play their part in cultural life. Thebrothers 
Boiaseree who together with their friend Bertram did so much for the 
appr^ti^ of medial Gmman art* bdonged to a wealthy Cologne 
merchairt fa^y* which originally came from Belgium. Thc^ collection 
aim rtudy of medieval paintings aroused:' the interest of the romantic 
school. ^ Friedrich Schlegd becwe acquainted with them in Paris and 
wmt with t^m to Cologne. When Goethe in 1810 saw the cbUection at 
^ddl^g. he WM deeply impressed. Schinkel, the great architect of 
B^lin* UKika keenmterert m Gothic architecture* and the kings of Prussia 
mm of Bavaria were equally^ influenced by the romantic drcfo around the 
Boisserte brothers. If this interest in mMieval German wnfttig and art 
mper^ed the predilection of the German princes and thdr courts for 
Fre^ and Italic ^* it contributed towards patriotism and the 
awakening; i^tioi^ pnde m “ Germ^c art “ as opposed to ** Latin art 
importoce were to be found in patrician Hamburg. 
^ understanding among patridan merchant 

te^es. Towards the end of the last century timpmiessive spirit of 

acadSiic ai^X^ati^here 

fostered by the Kaiser, The Tiergarton *** the new living centre of 
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thwarted in their selection, the social conditions for the 
emergence and persistence of culture disappear. 

The crisis of culture in liberal*democratic society is due, 
in the first place, to the fact that the social processes, 
which previously favoured the development of the creative 
^tes, now have the opposite effect, i.e. ^ve become obstacles 
to the forming of Elites because wider sections of the 
population still under unfavourable social conditions take an 
active part in cultural activities. A similar situation arises 
wh«e the principle of competition obtains. There, too, it 
may be ol^rved that under certain conditions it leads to 
the best possible achievements by those who are trying to 
excel in quality, whereas the same principle, in a different 
setting, lowers the social level because it leads to unfair 
competition. In exactly the same way there are situations 
in which the unregulated operation of social forces can lead 
to negative results in the c^tural spheres. In what follows 
we wW point out some of the s3nnptoms of the destructive 
effects of liberalism and of cultural democracy in the period 
of mass society. These we will call cases of "negative 
liberalism " and " negative democratization and will 
set them side by side with those processes in which, at an 
earlier date, liberalism and democratization through the 

the new Berlin bourgeois society, became the public setting for 

impressionism and the “ secessionists led by Liebermann, himself 
the son of a wealthy Berlin Jewish family. What the art dealer Cassierer 
meant in this fidd, the sdf-made publisher S. Fischer meant for modem 
German literature. (Cf, Paul Cohen-Portheim, Th$ Discovery of Europe, 
London, 1932, part iii, 2. Beilin and the Tiergarten. See Ennen's 
contribution to AUgemeine Deutsche Biomphie, Leipzig, 1876, vol. iii, 
p. 87, about the brothers Boisserde. Cf. also Dresdner, A., Entstehung der 
Kunsthriiih, Miinchen, 1915, and Walter Benjamin, *' Dve Sammler Fuchs,** 
ZeUsdhfifi fAr Soeialforschtmg, voL ii, 1937.) 

^ An example taken from the competitive situation in the book-market 
as it prevails to-day, will illustrate better than anything dse, the way 
in uduch competition and the democratizing process may bring about 
negative effects. Becently there has been a growing tendency to publish 
books, which had previously am>eared in more expensive editions, in a 
very ^eap series like the Pengum library or the Reclam Baendchen, the 
Phaidon edirion, the UUstein novel, or the Rowohlt noveL Certainly 
these cheap options reach a broader public which otherwise could not 
afford to buy these books, tot since their publication involvesa fai smaller 
risk and less costs, the small publisher who is often the discoverer of new 
authors, does not publish them because he is affaid of losing the market 
The ride of starring new things becomes too great and the same tendency 
which makes for democrati zarion of cultural values makes for concmitratioii 
of business and market control, leading towards monopdly and totalitarian 
bureaucratic inffuence. 



86 CONTEMPORARY CMSIS IN CULTURE 

operation of freely self-adjusting social me ch a n is nu , led 
to the highest degree of cultural creativeness. In discussing 
the problem of how Elites are formed in a liberal s^ety, 
there are four such processes which are of special signi^cance 
to-day. They are : — V 

(1) The growing number of 61ite groups, and the-; con- 
sequ»it diminution of their power. 

( 2 ) The destruction of the exclusiveness of the ^te 
groups. 

( 3 } The change in the principle of selection of these 
Elites. 

( 4 ) The change in the internal composition of the Elites. 


Ill 

First Process : The Increase in the Number of Elhes 

The first effect of a liberal social order on the formation 
of ^tes is to increase the influx into these groups and so to 
increase the number of these groups. At first this increase led 
to a fruitful variety compared with the rigidity and exclusive- 
ness of the rather limited number of these groups which had 
formerly controlled the smaller and more manageable 
societies. But beyond a certain point this variety gives way 
to diffuseness. Indeed, the more 61ites there are in a society 
the more each individual dite tends to lose its function and 
influence as a leader, for they cancel eadi other out. In 
a democratic mass society, especially one with great social 
mobility, no group can succeed in deeply influencing the 
whole of society. 


IV 

Second Process : The Breakdown of the Exclusiveness 

OF THE iIlhes 

A second change for the worse consists in the fact that the 
open character of democratk mass society, together with 
its growth in size and the tendeni^ towards general public 
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participatwn, not only produces far too many ^tes but 
also dq>rives these Elites of the exclusiveness whidi they 
need for the sublimation of the impulse. If this minimum 
of exclusiveness is lost, then the deliberate formation of 
taste, of a ^ding principle of style, becomes impossible. 
The new impulses, intuitions and fresh approaches to 
the world, if they have no time to mature in small 
groups, will be apprehended by the masses as mere 
stimuli. As a result of this they fade away with 
the many passing sensations which abound in the life of a 
modem metropolis. Instead of creative ability and achieve- 
ment we find constantly increasing hunger after ever new 
sensations. In this lies the social cause for a symptom, 
which was pointed out by the eminent art historian Riegl 
at the end of the last century, namely that since the Bieder- 
meier Germany has produced no in^vidual art style of her 
own, but has drawn her inspiration from the revival, in rapid 
succession, of older styles which belong definitely to the past. 
A corresponding indecisiveness and lack of leadership may 
also be found, however, in other spheres of cultural life, in the 
field of philosophical interpretation, in politics, and so on. 
The student of such changes if he is not used to noticing 
the social mechanisms at work behind the immediate 
concrete events is inclined to believe that in such periods 
human nature has changed over-night, and .that human 
beings are to-day less talented and less creative and have 
less initiative than in earlier periods. The lack of 
leadership in late liberal mass society can, however, be 
much better diagnosed as the result of the change for the 
worse in selecting the 61ite. We must recognize further that 
it is this general lack of direction in modem mass society 
that gives the opportunity to groups with dictatorial 
ambitions. If such groups succeed in achiev^ some sort 
of political integration, they can cany out their progranune 
without any great resistance from the other groups in society. 
They meet with no real resistance because all the ^tes from 
whom values, tastes, and standards of judgment could 
emanate, have cancelled each other out. 

The general lack of direction in modem mass society 
could be observed most clearly in post-War Gem^yi 
where primarily as a result of the inflation, the older middle 
classes were economically and psychologically wiped out. 
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The groups which have in this manner been jolted out 
of their social niches are like an unorganized crowd, jivhich 
only very rarely becomes integrated. i 

In this situation these people became acutely seiteitive 
to new experience, but the ct^ces of an enduring pattern 
of response emerging are very slight. In contrast ‘ with 
Germany, England is among those countries in whicll the 
recent tendencies in mass society have been stayed by\ the 
persistence of the older oiganic ties and their accompanying 
effects. France, too, has the smaller cities and the provinces 
as counter-forces to protect it against the mechanisms 
of mass society. 


V 

Third Process : The Change in the Principle Governing 
THE Selection of Elites 

Recent changes in the ways in which Elites are selected 
have also stim^ted negative democratization. If, on the 
one hand, the ^tes, in order to create culture, must be 
fairly exdusive, it is equally important, on the other 
hand, that they should be recruited from society in 
certain definite ways. One cannot deny that intellectual 
groups of a caste-like exclusiveness can create cultural life, 
indeed, even an over-refinonent of culture — one need only 
think of the esoteric priestly cultures of Babylon and Egypt 
— but precisely because of this social in-lxeeding these 
t 3 q)es of culture tend to lose their life and vigour.^ On 
that account these ^ups should be reasonably accessible 
as well as exclusive if culture is to flourish. Every person 
who comes into an ^lite from some other section of society 
brings with him new interests and new points of view and 
enriches the atmosphere in which this llite lives. At the 

1 Cooceniiag the i61« of tiie inteUectnab in the older, non-Emopeaa 
cattmes, cf. the works of Max Weber, GnammtUt Auf$SiMt jw RAipons- 
toMMogit (TttUngen, 1920), voL i (China), pp, 276-536, particulailv 
chaptw y, “ Der Literatenstand," m, 395 aeqq. VoL ii, diapter ii, 
“ Lw orthodoxen und heterodoxen IMlsMiTen der i n d iadhen Intellsk- 
tneOen." pp. 134-250. VoL iU, "Daa antike Jndentnm," aeqq. 
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same time, he is a mediator between the £lite and those 
other groups to which the ^lite must turn for its audience. 

But even in this' sphere of selection, mass democracy 
betrays negative s3nnptoms. If one calls to mind the essential 
methods of selecting elites, which up to the present have 
appeared on the historical scene, three principles can be 
distinguished : selection on the basis of blood, property, and 
achievement. Aristocratic society, especially after it had 
entrenched itself, chose its Elites primarily on the blood 
principle. Bourgeois society gradually introduced, as a 
supplement, the principle of wealth, a principle which also 
obtained for the intellectual 61 ite, inasmuch as education was 
more or less available only to the offspring of the well-to-do. 
It is, of course, true that the principle of achievement was 
combined with the two other principles in earlier periods, but 
it is the important contribution of modem democracy (as 
long as it is vigorous), that the achievement principle in- 
creasingly tends to l^ome the criterion of social success.^ 
Seen as a whole, modem democracy is a selective 

^ In Germany darinff the seventeenthandeighteenthcenturiesit waseasier 
for the poor but gifted boy to rise in the social scale through education than 
during the nineteenth century. The surviving medieval schools of the towns 
gave lessons in Latin and there was no special examination before entering 
the university. The divisions between elementary and secondary schools 
did not yet exist. When the wealthy classes and the nobility withdrew 
from all the schools and had private tutors to educate their children, 
the tutorship offered a good opportunity for the poor student to mi^ 
a living not too far away from his work. Only with Humboldt's introduction 
of the Abitur and the prolongation of studies was that link between pro- 
perty and education, so cl^racteristic of the nineteenth century, first 
fo»ed (Bruford, W. H., Germany in the Eighteenth Century, London, 1935). 

The tendency for a stricter selection among students and applicants for the 
civil service after 1800 brought about a division into two differmit types 
of intellectuals : the refined (and often highbrow) urbanized intellectual of 
the Berlin and Weimar Salons and the plebeian type found in the Teutonic 
movement under the leadership of men like J^n and Arndt. 

It is not without interest to note that there is a far-reaching resemblance 
between the mental attitudes, gestures, and symbols of this earljr plebeian 
intelligentsia and the intelligentsia of National Socialism* It is also to 
be noted that the ambivalent tendencies towards freedom and revolution 
on the one hand and nationalism and even antisemitism on the other 
is already present. It is mainly the general trend of evolution which makes 
them fit into one or the other mould. 

The organizing " Elites, especially the economic and fimoal upper 
classes, form a new aristocracy which is almost closed. Friedrich Zahn, 
when he was president of the Bavarian Statistical I.*andesamt ** included 
in the economic upper classes : — , ^ 

(1) The owners of estates of more than 100 hectares (about 250 acres) 

^^(2^ '^e'^^^endent persons in trade, commerce, and tramqjxxrt. 
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machinery combining all three principles. Its Elites 
are a medley of successful men and women who have 
attamed their positions by means of one or more of the 

elEcepting all home industries and all Umse who, judging by their occupa- 
tion, whi^ was that of a skilled artisan, seemed to bdong to the mid^e 
dasm. (*' Wirtschaftsaufbau Deutschlands *’ in HandwMerbuch W 
StaaiswissenschafUn, 4th edition, supplement (Jena, 1929), p. 986. With 
those assumptions Zahn estimated me upper class as being 1 per cent pf 
the whc^ employed population according to the census of 1925. He 
tried to estimate the chances of social advancement into various positm^ 
by counting the biogr^hies of eminent men which had appeared m 
tlnsere Zei^enossen. Wer Ist*s ? Leipzig, 1925. (VerdSenthchung des 
Baymrischen Statistiachen Landesamts, Sanaler Auf- und AbsHeg im 
Deuischm VM, p. 61.) 
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Big Industrialist .... 

1^9 
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J^2 

Wealthy Merchant, Publisher, 
Banker 

17*8 

67*2 

15*0 

landlord. Wealthy Tenant . 

14*8 

85-2 

— 

Privatbeamter,*' Employee in 

38*8 

36*9 

24*3 

Leading Position of ^esewith 
University Education 

40*5 

37*2 

22*3 

Engineers, Technical Staff, Archi- 
tect, Builder and Contractor, 
Independent Expert . 

31*7 

84*1 

34*2 


42*6 

35*0 

22*4 

Altos^ther 

28*9 

51*4 

19*7 


These figures show that out of 100 industrialists 70 are th e 

sons of leading industrUUists, out of 100 wealUiy merchants, publiahers, 
and b a nker s 67*2 are the sons of wealthy merchants, publishers, and 
bankers, and out of 100 people bolding landed property 85 are the sons 
of men hi the same position. There axe some newcomers. Fifteen per cent 
of those whose fathers belonged to the middle or lower classes, and 13*9 
per Mt, 17*8 per cent, and 14*8 per cent of those whose fathers belonged 
to the mtsilectiial upptf class have become leading industrials, publishers, 
menhants, or bankm, and landowners respe^vely. How often this 
sodal c^nge was due to intermarriage with the upper classes is unknom, 
but it IS a mctor which must be taken into account in considering the 
importaaos of achievement as a means of entering this dUte. 
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three principles. Whatever may be one’s attitude towaicb 
^ combination from the point of view of social justke. 
it does at any rate cmnbine in a rathn happy way the 
restraining conservative and the dynamic progressive 
principles of selection.^ Selection by adiievement is the 
d}mamic eiemrat here. We have no dear idea how the 
selection of dites would work in an open mass sodety in 
which only the prindple of adiievement mattered. It is 
possible that in such a sodety, the succession of the dites 
would take place much too rapidly and sodal continuity, 
which is essentially due to the slow and gradual broadening 
of the influence of the dominant groups, would be larking 
in it. The real threat of contemporary mass sodety does 
not, however, seem to consist in the sudden predominance 
of the achievement prindple but rather in that it has 
recfmtly shown a tendency to renounce the prindple of 
achievement as a factor in the struggle of certain groups 
for power, and has suddenly establi^ed blood and other 
criteria as the major factors to the far-reaching exdusion 
of the achievement prindple. 

We need not elaborate the fact that the recently pro- 
daimed radal prindple is, interestingly enough, not a genuine 
blood prindple at It is no loiter a matter, as in an 
earlier age, of the purity of an aristocratic minority stock 
and its traditions ; here, on the contrary, it has beccnne 
democratic and quite suddenly ofiers to the great masses 
of the population the privilege of social ascendancy without 
any achievement. Hitherto it has been the often envied 
privilege of the nobility to lay claim to certain functions 
and positi<ms primarily on the grotmds of biological in- 
heritance, and to base its success only secondarily on achieve- 
m«it. Now, however, in many countries even the least 
important members of a given group wish to be regarded 
as superior not out of recogmtion of any achievements but 
simply by virtue of their biological descent. Here, again, 

* On teaStoggroapscf. Marshall. ton. 

tt sodaU, 1S37. on ** British Aristociaw " ; Ponsonhy, Atfhnr, ThtDedm* 
w Artttoeraey (London-Loipsig. 1912) ; Wector, Dixon, Tk* Sag* oj 
Amtrieat, Seeit^ (New York. 1937) ; Tanssig. F. W.. and Jdtdjm. C. 
Amtri^ Butintss iMOtn (New York. 1932) ; Londbng, P., AmurMi 
5m^ Firnmu (New York. 1937) ; Myers. O.. TS* mOMy ^ GmA 
Afmnetm Bortumt (new edition. New York, 1987) ; Nkkersan. 

Tht Amtriem RMt (New York. 1980). 
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we have a diaiacteiistic illostration of the process, which 
we have called negative democratization. Wher^ the 
unrestricted principle of freedom and free competition in 
the first phasft of modem democratic society served to 
proclaim general equality, ^d therefore the ^e duties tad 
rights for everyone, in this instance the principle has me 
opposite effect. The populace as a whole now becomes a 
privileged group in this sense and the man in the street- is 
entitled to the privilege of being a member of a pure rate, 
relieving him at the ssune time of the responsibility for 
individual achievement. In the prevailing conflict between 
political principles which are rapi^y changing their meaning, 
expediency rather than troth is the decisive factor. It 
is therefore irrelevant in this ideological struggle to put 
forward the objection that in the long run it is logically 
impossible to give everyone the same " privileges We 
wiU not go into the problematic nature of a mass society in 
which the achievement principle has been di^nsed with, 
but will only point out that it was precisely this new principle 
of selection which justified the rise of democracy itself. 
It was only on the basis of this principle that it could find 
the courage to oppose the principle of tradition which had 
formerly prevailed. One can already see that unless the 
prmciple of equalizing opportimities is linked up with 
objective criteria of acUevement and just principles of social 
selection, mass society is bound to degenerate into Fascian. 


VI 

Fourth Process : The Change in the Composition of 
THE Elite 


In recent ye^ further disturbances in the creation of 
culture have arisen from the artificial changes in the com* 
positira of the Elites, and the relations between the 
aut(^thonous and the mobile elemoits within the 
mtelhgentsia have undergone profound changes.^ In order 


» to Gomaa scholanhip, a worthy attamot baa 

^ MftochthMona social tha hir" 

Ct Madlar, J., Lu»9tmg«$driekt$ dtr S t So me 


mada to clarify 
of Utofatnra. 
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to understand udiat these changes mean, it must be 
remembered that the cultural €lite of Western civilization 
have from their very origin been a fusion of the represen- 
tatives of local cultures, of fixed social position, craning from 
the coimtry, and of int^ectuals who were not bound to any 
definite locality. Inasmuch as modem cultural life had its 
origins in clerical education, it absorbed a considerable 
element of internationalism from the very beginning. 
Gerical culture was primarily the expression of an inter- 
national order, and only secondarily was it the reflection 
of special local and national circumstances. Secular 
humanism succeeded the Christian humanism and it took 
the form of an international cultural movement based on 
worldly foundations. But with the democratization of 
culture there also began in the ranks of the humanists and 
patricians a tendency towards r^onalism. It was a 
bourge(^ie which had already attained power, that first 
created in the late urban art style a genuine local colour, 
creating and thinking in terms of regions and provinces. 
Thus, contrary to a widespread opinion, the history of 
Western civilization caimot be described as evolving from 
r^onal and provincial to national and international culture. 
There was rather, following a magnificent surge of inter- 
national cultural integration (even though it was limited 
to narrow circles of Elites), a gradual growth of local, then 
regional, and later national, patterns of culture. Ctiltural 
life, in our sense, was first brought to Northern Europe by 
colonizing monks who imposed upon the barbarian peoples 
a super-local and super-tribal outlook and way of life. 
For a long time it was the migrants — ^those individuals 
not bound to any particular place — ^who furthered this 

Regensbuig, 1012-1928, 4 vob. Ct. also Khine, H., Dtr Verfatt der 
AMsg»uUeekt$r, Leipzig, 1882. Toennies, F., Uber den Adel Deutsch- 
lands im 3UX Tbidt. Nmu Sundsehau, 1912. FaUbeck, P., Der Adel 
Schwedens (nnd Finlands) Fine demographisdie Stndie, Jena, 1903. 
Savorgnan, Daa Anastarben der adligen GeecUechter. Jahtbueh fdr 
StMsoiogis, ed. by G. Salomon, vdL i, pp. ^ fi. Unpen4ky, G. J.. Xerpigoriew, 
A. N., YtrUmfUmg itr Bmmn und des Ad$l$inXutsUmd, Le^utig, 1^. It 
would, in my (mbiian, be at least as important to levene the qnestian and to 
dtow the significance of the motdle elements in social and cmtnral life. Cf. 
also Stoneqbist, Everett, Tl» M»^md Man (New Yoric, 1937) ; Pork, 
R. E. " The Mentality of Racial Hybrids," Atntrican Jomiud of Socictogjf, 
vbL 36, pp. 534-551, January, 1931 ; and " Mimthm and tiie Maminai 
Man ", ibid., vol. 33, pp. 861-893, May, 1928 : and era. To^ibee, Atncra J., 
A SMy of Hiitoiry, &d edition, London, 1935. 
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tradition in our society. Only very dowly did the 
autochthonous elements come to have their own culture. 
From that time onward in every country, two cultural 
groups have been in conflict with one another. One of them, 
in fact as well as in outlook, has been bound to its llpil 
arena and has regarded as strange and foreign whatwer 
has come even from the neighbouring provinces. Side\by 
side with it there has been the influence of certain mob^e 
individuds who have not become merged into the indigenohs 
population, and who have preferred to live in places and 
among people where the cultural community of Europe was 
becoming more and more united in a single fellowdiip. 
The French Revolution on its intellectual side was the 
expression of the mobile, urban intelligentsia ; the counter- 
revolution and the romantic movement which followed 
represented, on the contrary, the rise of those groups whi(^ 
were more deeply influenced by the unique, individual 
developments of their native regions and provinces. As 
long as organic evolution lasts, these two t}q>es of human 
beings and currents of thought mutually emich one another. 
The influence of the mobile t 3 q>e saves from intellectual 
provincialism those indigenous types whom property, 
sentimental attachment to the native soil, and ti^ 
consciousness of a secure future have rendered not only 
more stable, but also more comfortable and satisfied. At 
the same time, the latter type forces the more abstract and 
over-mobile elements to take account of the concrete facts, 
locality and dowly growing traditions of their immediate 
surroundings and to assimilate them psychologically.^ 

* The argument that many of the mling group in Geimaa National 
Socialism do not represent a local but rather a mobile element does not 
hold good in this conn e ction. It is well known that many of tiie leaden 
came from relatively outride p(^tions in the German naticm, that 
Hitler as an Austrian and a provincial (me had an inferiority conmleac 
towards the " Iteicbsdeutsche ”. Rosenberg came &om the Baltics. 
Hess came from Egypt, Klaus Heim, the prominent leader of a rebel 
pneeantiy in Schleswig Holstein, came from South America, Count 
Reventicw had been for several years in tim Stetes before the War, and 
vwr &t^txop worked in Canada. (These facts are sta.ted in- Jolm 
^We Bunpt, and in Konrad Heid{sn's Histofy cff NerioMel 
SoMHtm.) But vAen we are considering social motality we have to take 
into account that it does not always mean the same thhu. There is a 
miltnral lag between devekmments inside Germany andueir eSect <m 
Genow iMtside tiie Reich, m the former cidmiies, or in old settiemettts 
m Geimaa peasants as in Rumania or Hnngaiy, a fact trhldi has b wni 
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Just as we may observe in the contemporary economic 
situation, that autarchic tendmdes and movraients arise 
in the midst of the highest devdopment of tedmique and 
international commerce, so obstacles are now arising in the 
cultural sphere. The representatives of local culture are 
trying to exclude from their midst those who are linked 
with international culture, and thereby threaten to destroy 
ever3rthing that has gone to make up our civilization since 
the beginning of humanism. The process of counter- 
colonization which Professor Bonn has descried in econcnnic 
life, is also taking place in a certain sense even vnOtin the 
boundaries of some of the great states of the modem world.^ 
To be more precise, the indigenous groups are isolating 
themselves from the mobile elements and thereby alienating 
themselves from everything which our culture has derived 
from Christian and secular international tendencies. 

Indeed, many of the psychological and intellectual 
phenomena that accompany this process of de-colonization 
can be explained only in terms of such a regression. Whereas, 
in the past, the normal mechanism of selection had tended 
to bring the bearers of cultural values to the top, or else 
educate the ascending groups as they rose, at present 
negative selection gives a position of pre-eminence to 
those who were unable to live up to the standards of modem 
culture and were deficient in the mastery of their impulses 

wdl described in Wilhelm Schneider’s book, Du auskmdsdnitsche DuMimg 
unserer ZeU (Berlin, 1936), pp. 9 seqq. 

For the most part these settlers formed minorities who had to defend their 
cultural heritage against the pressure of the people who received them. 
Because of thu defensive position they very often became staunch con- 
servatives, changing only with utmost dislike, and since the stimulus for 
national unification within a Reich was lacking their cultural development 
moved at a slower pace. It was this backwardness which made the 
National Socialist Auslandsdeutsche so popular as professional politicians 
in Germany after the War. Their personm backwardness corresponded 
to the gexieral backwardness of the German lower middle class or what 
was left of it during the world crisis. So the extremely mobile gron{» 
of National Socialist professional politicians— Dr. Goebbels from Hei 
didberg University was the most sophisticated type they coiild produce— 
could advocate the very opposite of titieir persow experience, blood and 
•oil and Bodenstftndigkeit The backward classes of Auslandsdeutsch- 
tum reflected the needs and opinions of the backward lower middle class 
in Germany, which reads few books and the lowest type of newspapers 
and which, in its work behind Ihe counters of small riiops, and at 
office dedni, does not acquire any other intellectaal training instead. 

* Bonn, H. J., Th§ Age Pubhe keture delivered 

at tee Ixmdott School of Economici end PbUtics, 1938. 
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and in self-control. As a result of their triumph, their 
values become the dominant ones, and an inner conflict 
of motives develops in the psychological life of the individual 
too. Finally, in this sphere, too, negative selection odcurs 
in the sense that the earlier bearers of culture begin to ^ 
ashamed of their slowly acquired cultural and moral vaues 
and come to regard them as the expression of weaknes^nd 
as a form of cowardice. The sublimation of impulses wliKh 
required so many generations for its realization is graduany 
disintegrated and the chaotic and undisciplined elements 
of the psyche come more clearly into the open. Thus 
the negative selection of the elites is ultimately transformed 
into a negative selection of the prevailing experiences and 
characteristics of the human mind. In the sphere of culture, 
positive selection, the effective force of repression, which 
pists in every society, masters the anti-social, primitive 
impulses, but in the negative selection it only annihilates 
those sublimations which took so long to acquire.* 


VII 


The Formation of the Public in Liberal Mass Society 


The t^ of a sociology of culture is not limited, however, 
to describing how Elites arise. It also concerns itself with 
the rdle of the Elites in society as a whole. The next question 
to be conadered here is the relationship of the Elites to the 
pubhc In order to clear up this point it is first necessary 
to say a few words about the processes by which the public 
IS formed. ^ 


pie dites are not in direct contact with the masses, 
^tween Elites ^d the masses stand certain social structui^, 
J^ich, alttei^h they are purely temporary, have, neverthe- 
a c^ain inner articulation and constancy. Their 
fan^on IS to mediate between the Elites and the masses. 
Here, too, it can be shown that the transition from the 

who’MT " H •* Sp*"®** 

to the oretsoie of ' t. ^aced the ^mptoms primarily 

dva one. a. the Jtion in JSt,^“ & 
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liberal democracy of &e few to real mass-democracy 
destroys this intermediate structure and heightens the 
significance of the completely fluid mass. In the realm of 
literature and of the theatre, this could be demonstrated by 
the fact that in earlier periods, when once an author had a 
public for himself, he could count upon its interest for at 
least a generation. In the disintegrated mass society, a 
public becomes integrated only momentarily, it comes 
together only to see a given play, and then disperses. Before 
such a public it is not a permanent theatrical troupe which 
presents the play but one which comes together only to 
present this particular play. It is in a society in a stage of 
dissolution that such a public supplants the permanent 
public which was formerly selected out of well-established 
and stable groups. Such an inconstant, fluctuating public 
can be reassembled only through new sensations. For 
authors the consequence of this situation is that only their 
first publications tend to be successful, and when the 
authors have produced a second and a third book the same 
public which greeted their first work may no longer exist. 
Wherever the organic publics are disintegrated, authors and 
Elites turn directly to the broad masses. Consequently they 
become more subject to the laws of mass psychology than 
when they act through the medium of the social unit called 
the public In response to this need an attempt has been 
made in the most recent stage of liberal mass society to 
reach a novel and somewhat forced solution in the form 
of the organized public. Thus the workers' theatre plays 
before trade unions or other similarly organized groups. 
At this point in extreme cases in liberal mass society there 
emerges the solution which has its future in a regulated and 
planned society. Thus we see a transition in the development 
of the public from the organic through the disintegrated to 
the artificially organized public of the future. 

The phenomenon of the formation of the public, as we 
have shown with reference to the theatre, can be pointed 
out just as well in other spheres of social IJfe, e.g. in the 
political sphere. Here, too, there was at the stage of the 
democracy of the few an intermediate body between the 
broad masses and the Elites, as represented, for example, by 
the more or less constant electoral following and the different 
parties as defined by the press. In the stage where democracy 

»♦ 
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broadens into mass democracy the rdle of those who have 
hitherto been non-voters, md of the younger generation which 
has not yet made up its mind, becomes much more decisi^ as 
a fulcrum in those more or less definite, political, interm^ate 
groups described above.» The parties which in liw^ 
mass democracy strive to attain some importance, timi, 
for these very reasons, towards these as yet unorganizied 
tnagspg and seek by appealing to emotional, irratioi^ 
S3mibols, as these are understood by social psychology, io 
influence them in the desired direction. But here, too, as 
with the theatre public, as soon as it attains power the 
dictatorship transforms its once voluntary following, which 
was an intense and momentary form of group integration, 
into an organized party. 


VIII 


The Place of the Intelugentsia in Society 

We are confronted with the further problem of the 
position of the Elites in the social order and their relation- 
ship to the various other social classes. 

The question whether the bearers of intellectual culture 

* Cf. Tingsten, Herbert, Political Behavior (London, 1937), on degrees 
in which social classes become politically minded. Cf. also Dix, A., Die 
deutschen Reichstagswahlen 187i--l930 und die Wandlungen der Volks- 
gliederung (Tuebingen, 1930). 

The fact that the National Socialist Party attracted the younger 
generation much more than the pre>War type of party like the Social 
Democrats is not only shown in the election results but even more 
unmistakably in the various generations of party membexahip. 

According to Die Nationalsozialistische Parteikorrespondenz ** in 
1931 the composition of the National Socialist Party was as follows : — 
Members years-old making 37*6 per cent of the total 
*’ ** ” 27*6 „ „ 

» 41-50 „ 19*6 „ 

„ above 50 „ „ 14*9 

That 18 to say 65*2 per cent of the party members were not more than 
forty yearn of age and only about 15 per cent were over fifty. The significance 
of thw figures will become clear if one looks at the same figures for the 
Social Democrat party. 

Members 16>30 years old making 19*3 per cent of the total 
.. 31-^ „ 27*4 ,, 

« above SO „ „ 26-8 „ 

{BerUner TagelM, Nr. 27. 16,1492^ 
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are members of more or less aristocratic “ society ” 
or whether they depend on individual patronage, on a 
freely and automatically self-integrating public, or on 
organized ^ups, is by no means irrelevant to the destiny 
of these Elites, and to the type of outlook which prevails 
in a society. The first negative consequence of the modem 
widening of opportunities for social advancement through 
education is the proletarianization of the intell^entsia.^ 

> Th6 sinking of the intellimntsia in the social scale could best be 
studied in Central and Eastern Europe during the post- War period. First 
of all, savings and dividends disappeared through iimation. The sections of 
the middle strata who were dependent on salary and otiber forms of money 
income lost their social security and only by an extreme effort could a 
middle class family afford to send one of its members to the universi^. 
In this connection it is interesting to note that the size of the family 
mattered a great deal. Parents who had many children to care for could not 
spend so much on the education of any one of them, and those who wanted 
their sons to go to the university restricted births. Nearly 50 per cent of 
the German students come from small families with one or two children, 
about 25 per cent have two or more brothers or sisters, and only the 
remaining 25 per cent have four or more brothers or sisters. (D$utsch$ 
HochschtdsUUistik, vol. 12, 1933-4, Berlin, 1934, p. 21.) 

If economic conditions affecting the pofessional chances of the middle 
classes make for overcrowded universities, post-War political changes, 
the rise of the new national states after the breakdown and splitting-up 
of the Austrian- Hungarian state have made life difficult for the professional 
classes. The University of Vienna before the War had trained lawyers, 
barristers, and civil servants for the whole of the Habsburg territory* 
After the War Rumania, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and others 
built up new bureaucracies out of their own stock, and offered the indigenous 
middle classes, the peasantry, and urban bourgeoisie new chances of social 
advancement, and of assimilation with the educated class. They encouraged 
them to speak their native language, to foster a literature of their own, to 
build up a national press, and so on. This meant an enormous shrinkage 
of the market fmr German graduates from Vienna University. But the 
adiustment in the market of professions is particularly slow and probably 
only by the introduction of ouotas, legal and other political measures is it 
possible to restore the equilibrium between supply and demand. (Kot- 
schnig, Walter M., Vfumployment tn teamed Professions. An 
International Study of Occupational and Educational Planning, Oxford 
UniversiW Press, 1937, p. 33 passim.) Kotschnig's study gives some 
striking figures revealing the lamentable state of the overcrowded pro- 
fessions in all countries of Eastern and Central Europe. To mention 
only a few works on the proletarianization of the inteUectuals, Becker, 
W. M., ** Aus dem Gelehrtenproletanat der nachreformatorischen Zmt/* 
Afchiv far KnUtsrgsschichfo, vol. 8. 1911 ; Michels, R., *'Zur Soziologie 
der Boheme und ihre ZusammenhAnge mit dem geistigen Proletariat,*' 
JakrbuGkor fOf Nationakikonomis und SUUisHht 3rd senes, 81, 6, June, 
1932 ; Kassel, R., Sotiide Probhma der JnteUekimUen. Wien, 1920 ; 
Rauecker, B., Die Proietarisierw^ der (^ieUgen Arheiier (Mfinehen, 1920) : 
Eulenbero, H., Die Frequem der deiOschen Universitaten non ikrer GrOndmtg 
Ml Mur Guenwart {htSptdg, 1907) ; Kotschnig. op. dt., chap, ti ; R 
Sehairer, Die akademieehe Betrufsmed (Jena, 19^. 
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There are more persons on the intellectual labour market 
than society as it is to-day requires for carrying out its 
intellectual work.^ i 

The real significance of this over-supply is not only that pe 
intellectual professions lose their sodd value, but also tWt 
cultural and intellectual activity itself is belittled by pulmc 
opinion. The layman believes that intellectual culture \is 
alwa 3 rs highly valued for its own sake. It seems, however, to 
be a sociological principle that the social value of inteUectum 
culture is a function of the social status of those who produce 
it. It not only took a long time for intellectoal culture as 
such to attain general recognition, but in the course of this 
development the rank in society of those who produced it 
was time and again decisive for the value which was placed 
upon it. The intellectual aristocracy only very gradually 
took its place beside the warrior class of noble blood. 
We can point to many curious cases, such as the determina- 
tion of Idle status of a university professor by the number of 
aristocratic youths who sat at his feet. We know from Greek 
history that the plastic arts were looked down upon for a 
ve^ long time l^cause those engaging in these arts were 
oiiginaUy ^ves. On the other lumd, it was very important 
for the social advancement of intellectual culture in modem 
times that the absolutist state suddenly required educated 
officials ; this decreased the market value of court theology 
and certain other forms of intellectual activity, while it 
caused a rise in the value of legal education. 

To-^y we are witnessing a movement in the opposite 
direction. The glut of intellectuals decreases the value of 
the int^ectuals and of intellectual culture itself. The fact 
that this overcrowding did not appear in the preceding 
phase of democratic society is closely connected with the 


* An example Qlnstrating ibis sitnation in RepnbUcan Germany 
my help to ahow wbat we mean. The annual excen of supply over 
draiand during the past few years was approximately : Physicians 100- 
200per cent ; phyodsts 100-200 per cent ; chemists 100 per cent. 

These figures refer only to the annual increases in persons who had 
just become qualified for these professions, and do not indnte the reserve 
army of those unemployed who were already in the profesdon. Cf . f/ufer- 
tttehiMgtH ntr Lagt dtr ahudemisehen Btruft fBerl^ 1932-0). 

K^chnig, (q>. dt, summarizes all the availaUe data for a 1^ number 
m dmerat countries and provides a clear-cut fectual corrobonitiatt of 
this statement 
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fact that it was an era of minority-democracy. Apart frmn 
the families of the aristocracy, the cultured dass was 
recruited so predominantly from the property-owning class 
that wealth came to be an inseparable prerequisite for 
education. The intelligentsia therefore took its place in 
" high society ". Although it is true to state that in the 
eighteenth century many men of learning were recruited 
from the lower classes, the path they trod was an extremely 
difficult one,^ and their adaptability to the desires of the 
ruling classes was guaranteed by the fact that in many wa3rs 
they were dependent on these classes. The modem transition 
from a bou^eois democracy of well-to-do classes to a mass- 
democracy, in which culture was no longer the property of 
the few, had beneficial results at first. Their excessively 
close connection with “ high society ” led the inteUectuals 
to form their cultural outlook according to class conventions. 
In consequence intellectual culture to a very considerable 
extent acquired a class character. The freedom of the 
intellectuals from " high society " and their development 
into a section more or less detached from other sections, and 
recruited from all social classes, brought about a wonderful 
flowering of a free intellectual and cultural life. The g^t 
plasticity of mind and the deep sense of moral responsibility 
as represented by the intelligentsia of Czarist Russia, or 
the really valuable and representative intellectuals of the 
last hundred years in Europe as a whole, was a human 
achievement in the very best sense, free to a very great 
extent from the class prejudices which previously had always 
entered into intellectual life. This selection, made on an 
increasingly broader basis, had an adverse effect, however, 
when with the increase in the supply of intellectuals, the 
classes from whidi they were selected became more and 
more barren for purposes of cultural creation. 


* Cf. Vt^nckflihiiaim, far iiutaiice, tdio ms the son of a poor cobblMr. 
It h said that he (pent his day in the following way : " He did not go to 
bed all the winter bat sat in his reading chair m a corner, befnce a taU^ 
with a bookcase on each side. After finishing with his classes and his 
private pnpils for the day to studied until midnij^t. Thm to put out 
his hmp and dept in his chair until four o'dodc. At four to relit his 
lanm and read until six, when to had again to bntw himsdf with his pimfis." 

Reicke, E., Der GOtMt, Jena, 1910, p. 142. See also Bruford. W. H., 
Gtrmuw in tk$ EigU*$ntk Ctntmy (I«ndon, 1936) ; one could equally 
well reto to Ficbte, Heyne, and others. 
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It is not the economically poorest classes which are 
unquestionably the least fitted for intellectual activity but 
rather those which have the least promising future mjthe 
modem process of production. For this reason the fuima- 
mental im pulses which develop in these sections of the 
population tend to produce types which are quite fimi^ 
in their more human qualities. If a society in which me 
various classes have very unequal standard of life, veW 
unequal opportunities for leisure, and vastly dissimilar 
opportunities for psychological and cultural development, 
offers the chances of cultural leadership to larger and 
larger sections of the population, the inevitable consequence 
is that the average outlook of those g^i» which have been 
doomed to a more unfortunate position in life, tends more 
and more to become the prevdent outlook of the whole 
society. Whereas in an aristocratic society in which a very 
small minority was culturally active, the low average level 
of culture of the less fortunate classes was confined to their 
own sphere of life ; now as a result of large-scale ascent, 
the limited intelligence and outlook of the average person 
gains general esteem and importance and even suddenly 
becomes a model to which people seek to conform. A gradual 
influx from the lower classes can be assimilated by the upper 
classes, as is still very largely the case in England to-day ; 
when, however, the influx assumes mass proportions, 
the older intellectual classes lose their assimilative power 
and are themselves submerged. 

Recognizing this fact, we may now ask the question : 
" Why did culture not take on a mass character at the 
time when the proletariat came forth for the first time 
with its own cultural ambitions, and began to exert a 
cultural influence ? Why did the negative symptoms 
of cultural decay become visible for the first time only when 
the democratization of culture began to affect dasses other 
than the prolet^at ? " To explain this we must ask tet 
of all which social classes have really been taking ^titical 
as well as cultural leadership into their own hands of late. 
The answer is, the lower midcUe class. The minor employees, 
petty officials, artisans, small business men, small peasants, 
and impoverished rentim} 


(p.90n.) analysis of biographies of eminent nws 
Win gives some data on the composition ol the tntdilectual ii|^pier (dMS» 
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Intrinsically, there is no reason why these classes should 
not supply cultural Elites as well as any other, nor why a 
selection from these groups, should not have positive values. 


Contemporaries Belong to 

Their Fathers Belong to 

Upper 

Intellectual 

Class 

Economic 

Middle and 
Lower 
Qasses 

Intellectuals and Civil Servants . 

Male 

Female .... 

% 

561 

69- 1 

% 

22*7 

30*8 

% 

21*2 

9*5 

Artistic Professions : 

Male 

Female .... 

B| 

27*3 

34*0 

31-2 

12-3 

Economic Upper Class : 

Male 

Female .... 

28*9 

51*4 

100*0 

19*7 

Otherwise (Politicians, Social Work, 
Sports, etc.) : 

h^e 

Female .... 

11*0 

32*9 

17*9 

13*7 

71*1 

53*4 

Total : 

Male 

Female .... 

1 

46*2 

53*0 

1 

26*9 

1 30*8 

1 

26*9 

16*2 


(Soxialef Auf- und Abstieg im deuischen Volke, Arbeiten des Bayerischen 
Statistischen Landesamtes, ed. by Zahn, Fr. No. 116, p. 56.) 

Here, too, some characteristic figures relating to Germany may be 
instructive. In 1860 about half of the univer<(ity students came from 
families of the higher officialdom, and the liberal professions, while only 
about a fifth belonged to the classes commonly called " intermediate 
officials which then comprised primarily clergymen and teachers. In 
1930, the percentage of these students whose parents belonged either 
to the higher officialdom or to the liberal professions fell to one-fifth, 
while the percentage of students from the intermediate officialdom increased 
from 20 to over 30 per cent. The unusually large influx into the universities 
of the children of the lower middle class can be demonstrated by the 
following approximate figures : in 1914, 30,000, and in 1930, 60,000 of 
the students came from the lower middle class. 

Cf. on this subject the book of Robert Michels, Umsthithiungen dtf 
hmschenden Khssen naich dem Kriege (Stuttgart and Berlin, 1934), eip. 
pp* 162 passim ioF the bibliography on the '* Akademikerfrage Kotsdinig, 
op. cit., pp. 162 seqq. Of. also Hartshome, £. Y., The German UniversiHes 
and National Socialism^ London, 1937. By the same author, ''Tha 
Gennaii University and the Government," Annals^ Am, A^d,j Noyinnber, 
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In principle this is true. A more precise analysis shows, 
however, the reasons why, when these classes help to form the 
Elites, the quality of culture changes. Since Marx Max Weber,i 
and others, we have been aware that the different sooal 
classes have quite different outlooks, and that the men^ 
qualities of a class can to a very large extent be deriyra 
from its position in the economic process of production. 
Accordingly the interest which a group has in the progre^ 
of further industrialization and in technical rationalization 
is vital in the present situation. Certain classes and groups 
depend for their existence on the growth of industrialization 
and the creation of large-scale productive units. Their 
economic position nourishes in them a s3TOpathy for technical 
rationality and for the further development of man's 
rational capacities and humanistic spirit. It is clear that 
the proletariat which owes its existence to industrialization, 
the technical invention of the large factory, and the ration- 
alization of certain social relations, will unconsciously 
inclined to push social development in this direction.* Thus, 


and Economic Status of College Students, New York, 1927 ; and for Italy 
the excellent article of V. C^trilli in Archives de Sociologie, Series B. 5-^. 
(Institut Internationale de sociologie), published by the Comitato Italiana 
per lo Studio dei Problemi della Poj^lazione (Rome, 1935.) 

^ The best summary of Max Weber's investigations in this field is to 
be found in the chapter entitled Stftnde, Klassen, und Religion in 
his Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft, Grundriss der Sozialoekonomih, part iii. 
Much empirical investigation has been done on this subject. Representa- 
tions are such articles as Komhouse, Arthur W., Attitudes of Economic 


Groups," Public Opinion Quarterly, vol. 2, 1938, p. 260. Of. also Droba, 
D. D., " Topical Summaries of Current Literature ; Social Attitudes," 
Amer, Journ. of Sociology, vol, 39, 1934, pp. 513-534. 

* However, an impor^t qualifying factor must be recognized. The 
worker who has b^ome unemployed, has, sociologically speaking, a 
different outlook from one who is regularly employed. • llie destructive 
effects on culture of lasting unemployment can scarcely be overestimated, 
since the change in the attitude of the unemployed naturally exercises 
an influence beyond the limits of the particular class. The most important 
negative effect of unemployment consists in the destruction of what may 
be called the ** life plan of the individual. The " life plan " is a very vital 
form of personal rationalization, inasmuch as it restrains ^e individual 
from responding immediately to every passing stimulus. Its disruption 
heightens the individual's susc^tibility to suggestions to an extraordinary 
degree and strengthens the belief in miraculous " cure-alls The prospect 
of continuous work and rational self-support has the same effect in tbe 
sphm of mental life that saving has in the economic sphere. This attitude 
leads gnulually to the creation of a " life plan " and the repression, to 
a certain degree, of immediate satisfaction of impulses and wishes, ter 
the mke of the later social use of one's spiritual eneri^ (ct cancenfing 
what has been said about " career ", pp. off seqq,}. 
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in Russia, for instance, where it possesses exclusive political 
power, the proletariat carries this principle so far, that even 
if for no other reason it continues to accumulate and to 
invest in order to expand itself as a social class, as against 
the peasantry. 

The petty entrepreneurs, who direct their own tiny 
individual economic units, the small shopkeeper and the 
artisan, whose enemies are technical invention and large- 
scale production, have a quite different attitude towards 
further industrialization and rationalization.^ To maintain 
their independence they must destroy the big concerns, 
the great factories, and the department stores. If they were 
to have things their own way, technical rationalization would 
be brought to a standstill. Anyone who is at all capable of 
thinking in sociological terms knows that rationality cannot 
be suppressed in one sphere without causing a corresponding 
regression in the whole of man's cultural and spiritual life. 
Anyone who wants to return to the social and economic life 
of the pre-capitalist era must also remould our whole outlook 
along pre-capitalist lines. In order to save himself he must 
artificially arrest the whole process of social development 
which, impelled by technical rationality, is moving more and 
more rapidly towards further industrialization and large- 
scale organization. Just as the industrial proletariat strives 
to alter the form of the class system by turning everybody 
into a proletarian, so the " new middle class " attempts 
to rescue itself by using all the political techniques at 
its command in order to reverse the process of industrial 
development, to restrict the extension of rationalized 
industry, and to prevent the development of the modem 
rational type of man with all his humane ideals. From 
what we have said hitherto, it is dear that a change in 
social order according to the widies of these groups or 
classes will not take place of itself, but must be brought 
about by force. Though one may be in favour only of the 
proletariat, only of industrialization, only of reason and 
enlightenment, such a sodal order lias at the present stage 
no more chance of developing spontaneously than has the 

^ Cf. Fed, L. D., '* MittBlata n dsf n aen (Dei geweiUiche tind ka«f> 
m ll Bitlgch e HittditMid),” GrunJriss wr Sotialdkonomik, ix, 1, "Die 
Geee l lecha ft M ch e SchidMong itn KapitaUsmne,'' TAbingen, 1920, p, 70 
and Biaaer, Theodor, " Mittelstandipolitik," ia voL ix, 2. 
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pre-capitalistic person we described. It seems to require the 
use of force or, at any rate, planned intervention. It must ^ 
S3rstematically cultivated by various social and intellecraal 
techniques of control. Thus here, too, the unorganized 
growth of democratic society culminates in dictatorship. 
And that brings with it in the cultural sphere all those 
dangers which come from replacing the process of 
spontaneous development by enforced institutions. \ 


IX 

The Problem of Intellectual Life in Mass Societv 

So far we have criticized some of the distorted develop- 
ments in the functioning of liberal and democratic society — , 
with no fear of being misunderstood as its opponent. We 
could do so because the great strength of the liberal system 
and of democracy consists in the fact that they can bear 
criticism, and as long as they are vigorous, they are elastic 
oiough to find ways and means of bringing aiwut reform. 
The source of our criticism consists neither in the snobbish 
condemnation of the masses which is so widespread 
nowadays, nor in cheap grumbling about the principles of 
liberalism and democracy. The ultimate drive is rather 
the wish to make an appeal to those to whom freedom 
and justice are still ultimate values, to think about the 
proper means to secure them imder the changed technical 
and social conditions of the present world ; and this in 
the first instance means keeping a watchful eye on the 
deteriorative tendencies in liberalism and democracy which 
are emerging in this era of mass societies and the growth of 
monopolies. We are firmly convinced that modem society 
will sooner or later be able to form its various elements into 
stable and creative cultural patterns, like those more or less 
attained by the various societies in earlier stages of serial 
develqinnent. The chief difficulty of modem society lies not 
so much in ite vastness as in the fact that the liberal method 
of (nganization has not yet reached the stage where it 
produce the organic arUculoHon {GHtderttng) which a '^ist and 
complex society needs.* Modem psychology and sociology 
* Cl. coac wBin g tlii* tiw diKoaiion on pp. 61 ft 



INTELLECTUAL LIFE IN MASS SOCIETY 107 

have as we have already pointed out— that the same 

persons react differently when they form an uncoordinated 
mass.^ The contemptible behaviour about which we hear so 
much is actually due to an uncoordinated mass, and the flaws 
in the working of liberal society are probably the symptoms 
of transition. The process of sdection and its corresponding 
institutions, which were appropriate to a society with only a 
limited choice of intellectuals are cracking under the impact 
of the mass influx with which they were not designed to 
deal. 

But even if the flaws we have mentioned in the working 
of liberal society are merely the effects of transition, that 
does not mean that they cannot wreck civilization. We 
must, however, insist at this point that a dictatorship is 
by no means a form of soc^ organization necess^y 
opposed to the excrescences and negative trends of liberalism, 
i.e. it is not the alternative to the liberal-democratic social 
order and hence is not in and for itself a panacea for every- 
thing that has gone awry in that society. Dictatorship 
itself grows out of the negative working of the forces of 
mass democracy and is notih^ more than a violent attempt 
to stabilize a stage in the development of liberal society, 
which was by nature transitory, to reinforce and to extend 
that stage with all its defects, in favour of the one-sided 
interests of a certain group. 


* Of tlie literature on crowds and masses which began with the well 
known works of Sighele and Le Bon, and which since then has been raised 
to a much broader level of discussion in various countries, I will cite only 
a few general works in which the reader can find further bibliographic^ 
references. In the German literature on the subject, cf. Vleugds, * **Die 
MaM/' Kdlnef VierUljakrshefU fUr S^giohgie, 1930, Erganzungsheft 
No. 3 ; Cohn's article Masse in HandwSrterhuch der Soziotogie (^. by 
A. Vierkandt), Stuttgart, 1931 ; Freud, S., Group Psychology and tks 
Analysis of ths Ego, New York and London, 1922 ; Wiese, L., System der 
AUgemeinen Sozimgie, 2nd ed., 1933, the chapter on " Masse **. In English 
above all cf. the articles on ** Crowd ** and ** Mass " in the Bncyelopadia 
of ihe Social Sciences (London, 1930-5) ; Wallas, G., The Great Society^ 

1914 ; Christensen, Polities and Crowd Morality ^ew York, 1915} ; 
Thomas, InduOry, Emedion, and Unrest (New York, 1920); Taylor, 
J. L., Sooial Life and the Crowd (London, 1023). Cf. also the afi>rem«^oned 
book by Ortm y Gasset, The Rewdt of the Masses (1933) ; Theodor 
Geiger's Die Masse und ihre AhHon (Stuttgart, 1^^ ; and R. Ftoeloiy- 
Miller's Leaders, Dreamers, and Rebels (New York, 19®5) ; Bxabovicht w., 
PragiRU de la liberU et sddueiian des dictatures ; Essat de pmlutoie 
soeiale ; Prdface de Pierre Janet. Paris (ed. Mercure de France}, 1934. Cf. 
also the, bfi)liography on p. 60 n. of the present book. 



io8 CONTEMPORARY CRISIS IN CULTURE 

X 

Some Problems Arising out of Regulation of Cultu^^ 
Life, Particularly in a Dictatorship 

We cannot describe in detail here the whole mechanisili 
of a dictatorially governed society as it affects cultur^ 
In order to do this we should have to trace the individual 
effects of dictatorship on culture at least as carefully as we 
have done in our analysis of the effects of a laisser-faire 
society. We must refrain from this analysis, since on the one 
hand the effects of dictatorship are quite obvious, while on 
the other there are at present too few carefully observed 
instances of creative planning in the cultural sphere. All 
comments along these lines must be based on a few quite^ 
simple facts. 

First : Dictatorship as such is not planning. It is possible 
that full dictatorial power is necessary for a certain measure 
of planning — and this certain measure should be made more 
explicit in future research and in the laboratory of actual 
life.^ But to wish to cure a society in a state of crisis merely 

^ We must try to point out here at least the decisive causes which have 
given modern dictatorships a totalitarian form. None of the older forms 
of dictatorship and cultural planning were marked by the totalitarian 
control which distinguish those existing to-day. It is known of the older 
forms of despotism that those people who were not at the very centre of 
political or intellectual opposition to the reigning group were never so com- 
pletely dominated by a centralized power as to-day. Thus, Czarist Russia 
was. never as totalitarian as present day dictatorships are. Even the 
cultural planning of the medieval church — in spite of its grip on the 
conscience — was not as j^werful or rigorous as the supervision of cultural 
activity which prevails in the dictatorships of to-day. The cause seems 
to lie in two essential factors. First, the nature of the modem means 
of communication — the railroad, telephone, andTadio — ^render centralized 
control more possible to-day than at any earlier period. Second, and more 
important, is the " fundamental democratization ’* of the masses. As 
a result of the far-reaching mobilization of the members of modern society, 
the resistance which dictatorships must overcome is so great that they 
must penetrate into the smallest cells and associations (even into the 
small groups which meet for discussion in restaurants and coffee-houses) 
in order to attain and preserve their power. The intellectual class which 
is capable of criticism and exposition is too varied in its origins to be 
brought fully under control without the use of some element of compulsion. 
The ecclesiastical cultural planning of the middle ages did not have to 
be so radical since the masses were still culturally dependent and had been 
made pliant and obedient by tradition and ritual, while the intellectuals 
were in the direct service of the church. Absolutism* too, could depend 
to a very large extent upon the cultural and political passivity ox the 
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by establishing a dictatorship over it is like the physician 
who believes he is curing a sick child by forbidding it to 
cry. 

A single example will make it clear that dictatorship is 
not the same as planning. A correct scheme for the planning 
of culture, which would plan everything in the sense of the 
totalitarian state, would also have to plan the place of 
criticism. It would have to provide forums where the 
results of fruitful self-criticism, namely the experiences of 
those who are affected by planning could be brought together 
and publicly expressed. Arbitrary criticism and irresponsible 
public chatter may indeed have a destructive influence, but 
a complete suppression of criticism can have only negative 
results. Even the most convinced liberal must recognize the 
destructive effects of irresponsible criticism of the activities 
of the groups in power made with the sole purpose of 
gaining attention for the critics, who do not feel themselves 
bound to offer a single positive suggestion for improving 
conditions. Here again we have a negatively developing 
liberalism — ^which in an age of the domination of the masses 
allows the liberties which it provides to be used against itself 
without hindrance and permits the social mechanism which 
it has itself created to be misused by its opponents. 

The further we advance in the history of liberal, democratic 
society, the more frequently do its opponents promulgate 
ambiguous " carry-all " programmes, giving something to 
everyone, or refuse to utter even the slightest word about 
their own proposed solutions for the future. Both these 
courses, which are a remarkable illustration of the 
psychological laws of mass suggestion, make it extremely 

general populace. In contrast with this, the widespread participation 
in political life in modem society explains why contemporary dictator- 
ships, in spite of all the great physical power and organization which 
they have concentrated in their hands, still have to use a gigantic propa- 
ganda. machine, and why it is advisable for industrial and military dictator- 
ships to give certain sections of the population a measure of control over 
the rest. We have presented here only those factors which cause the 
fundamental tensions in modem society. We have not, however, described 
the inner antagonisms and the concrete sequence of events which would 
be the result of these tensions. We can see at the same time, however, 
the general outline of a possible solution to the present tension, namely 
a sort of authoritarian democracy making use of planning, and Clearing 
a. stable system from the present <x>tiflict of principles. Regarding the 
administrative obstacles to centralized control in the Age of Absolutism, 
cf, Heckscher, Eli, MweantUimt Tronsl. from the German edition by 
M. Shapiro, 2 vots. (London, 1935). 
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difficult to deal with the social crisis in that they throw us 
abruptly back from a rational solution to faith healing. < 

These " carry-all " programmes of opposition depend Ira 
their support upon the mental passivity of the average 
person and on the limited outlook of the intellectual specialist 
who lacks judgment in social affairs. In the advanced stags 
of a demagogic movement it is regarded as a higher sort o!| 
wisdcon to say nothing specific, to despise the u^ of reason^ 
in attempting to moidd the future, and to require no more 
than blind faith. One enjoys then the double advantage of 
having to use reason only in criticizing one's opponents 
and at the same time, of being able to mobilize without 
restraint and to one’s own profit all the negative emotions 
of hatred and resentment which — according to Simmel’s 
principle of the “ negative character of collective 
behaviour " ’ — can unify a large number of people more . 
easily than any positive programme. By not asserting 
anj^hing positive about one’s goals, the danger of erecting 
schisms in one’s own following is avoided. While the older 
forms of social opposition at least constructed so-called 
utopias, which were really uncritical in the sense that they 
confused day dreams with practical possibilities, at a later 
stage not even the intellectual effort of creating a day 
dream is required ; one need only work up feelings of 
frustration and dissatisfaction in the citizen’s mind and need 
not consider intellectual consistency in one’s programme at all. 

As regards the impossibility of the older form of criticism, 
i.e. the liberal, uncontrolled type which is not integrated 
according to plan into the socisd order, even the most radical 
democrat will admit to-day that in a world in which the 
work of government requires increasingly specialized 
technical knowledge and in which the most important 
letters are settled by commissions and not by the delibera- 
tions of general parliamentary assemblies, adequate coptrol 
cannot depend on general approval and thorough-going 
publicity. Exactly the same holds for the various spheres 
of cultural life, which in the main require such a refined 
special knowl^e that irresponsible chatter has neither con- 
trolling nor guiding value. It is very probalide that a planii«»H 
society will provide certain forms of closed social groups 

» Sbn^, G., •' Exkiua fiber die Negativitfit kdldctiver Verheitaagi- 
” m We Sonohgu (Leipzig, 1908), pp. 47M. 
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similar to our clubs, advisory councils or even sects, in which 
absolutely free discussion may take place without being 
exposed to premature and unsatisfactory criticism by the 
broader public. The discussion in these groups would bequite 
free because no one would need to fear a premature broad- 
casting of views expressed. On the other hand, it must 
be constitutionally provided that any advice or suggestions 
coming from these exclusive closed groups would really 
reach and have an appropriate influence on the government 
of the day. On the other hand, admission to these " secret 
societies ’’ or " orders " would have to be on a democratic 
basis and they would have to remain in close and living 
contact with the masses and their situations and needs. 
Liberal democratic society which first worked out the 
principle of public opinion, immediately lost sight of the 
real meaning of secrecy in society. It gradually disturbed 
a device which in previous societies was often very cleverly 
worked out — ^the system of gradual initiation into (Merent 
stages of secrecy through, for example, age or rise in the 
social scale. We need not deny that public opinion in the 
early stages of its development did much good in that it 
made corruption much more diflicult. But the more we 
develop into a mass society, the more the principle of 
inarticulated publicity (that is to say the conglomeration 
of the many in masses without orgapic sub-divisions) 
becomes incongruous, in so far as it tends to disturb the 
ultimate prerequisites of social creativeness and its trans- 
formation into concrete action. One of these elementary 
prerequisites is that the masses should not be able to 
criticize a social idea before it has been elaborated into 
workable form. The detrimental consequences of publicity 
in an increasing number of spheres can be best observed in 
the fatal fact that since the World War, external politics 
in a certain sense have become increasingly public, and in 
these spheres waves of mass sentiment have had to 
reckoned with where previously internal discussions in 
diplomatic circles would have sufficed. This is naturally 
no justification at all for the earlier secrecy and uitrigue of 
internationd diplomacy. We must see, however, that we 
only fall from the frying pan of secret diplomacy into the 
fire of a foreign policy increasingly at the mercy of publk 
whim and fancy. We can at least learn the el^nentary 
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principles of a reasonable solution from the distortions of 
these two extremes. In a well articulated society pub^ 
opinion is not an incalculable, occasional integration of 
moods, but the principle of public control creates for itsw 
organs of criticism. These organs are so incorporated into 
the society that they can, if necessary, count on complete 
secrecy. At the same time, however, they posses 
C(nnplementar 3 ^ institutions and regulations through whicr^ 
misuse of tms secrecy— nepotism, graft, etc.— can be 
diecked through the exercise of moi^ sanctions. Naturally 
the exact details of this planning for criticism cannot be 
worked out here. Social institutions, like medicines, can 
be compounded of different ingredients in different 
proportions, and the future wiU furnish us with the concrete 
details, provided that we are willing to observe society in 
the same analytical way as that in wMch we are accustomed 
to observing natural phenomena. 

In the existing ^ctatorships we have an important 
laboratory for the study of this phenomenon. As long as 
they continue to exist the persons in the central positions 
of control must, in view of the vastness of contemporary 
society have at their disposal certain channels of information 
and criticism. Under a dictatorship, too, there must be 
ways in which the reactions of those governed can be 
observed.^ Whether a secret system of espionage or the 

* Authoritarian dictatorships certiunly have iar less elasticity than 
democratic forms of government where a necessary change of politics 
can always be achieved by a change in the cabinet brought about by arousing 
public opinion. This was seen during the Abyssinian war at the time of 
the Hoare-Laval agreemmit and the abdication of Sir Samuel Hoare. (Since 
then the power of public opinion is definitely decreasing in England.) In 
fascist countries * ** public opinion ** does not so much express the opinion 
of the public as impress on it the opinion of the ruling strata ; whether 
they take ^e form of some cultural bureaucracy like the chamber of 
music, writing, etc., or of the party officialdom or of the labour front 
administrative body. Yet unless the leaders want to lose touch with the 

masses there must be some sort of organization providing for a stream of 
inside information for the benefit of the ruling classes in which all the 
conflicts, the shortcomings, the occasional inadequacies of command are 
circulated. And, in fact, such means of communication do exist. The 
German propaganda ministry with its ** Ga.ttprnpa. g«.nda s teHe " ***-~som0 
twenty bureaux all over the country— <have the of quick contact 

because they are linked up with one another through telewriters. The 
central bureau in Berlin can communicate at the same time with all the 
local branches and can receive messages from ail of them. So actually 
distance does not exist and one can oxganize some sort of conference by 
correspixidence. Through these chann^ the local party organhmtion 
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uncontrolled power of local authorities is in the long run 
the best solution has not yet been decided. As long as a 
dictatorship does not substitute new forms of canalizing 
opinion for the older ones — among which are parliament, 
press, etc. — the final result can only be disintegration. 
Thus here, too, dictatorship without planning causes 
regressions, since it has set up a number of unco-ordinated 
small despotisms in those subordinate positions which were 
formerly organized within a hierarchy of competence. 

If in the course of time planned criticism is not integrated 
into the structure of the dictatorship, it must for this very 
reason fail. Either dissatisfaction breaks out in such a form 
that it can no longer be reassimilated into the social 
organism, namely in insurrections and counter-revolutions, 
or the dominant groups lose contact with the vital tissue 
of social life and become so bureaucratic that the insight 
born of day-to-day activity becomes impossible. An 
unrealistic sort of regimentation disrupts and in the end 
by means of ** planning " prevents the orderly functioning 
of economic and cultural life. 

After all this discussion the question may well be raised 
whether everything is not hopeless in this stage of mass 
society and whether we are not moving towards an 
inescapable social and cultural decline. This is by no 
means our own view. Our opinion is that liberal mass 
society has reached a point in its development where 
continued drifting leads to disaster. We shall not be able 
to get along without planning even in the cultural sphere 

can hand on news which does not appear in the press, can criticize un- 
workable measures and so on. A similar means of control behind the screen 
of the regulated press — though in a difierent sphere — is shown in the 
publication of official book reviews, drawn up by a staff of several hundred 
reviewers under the direction of the Reichsschrifttimskammer. The newly 
published books are reviewed and the reviews appear in a periodical 
which is not on sale but is distributed to all newspapers and publications 
which review books. If a book is sharply criticized in this official organ 
no writer for a daily newspaper dare disagree and what is more, no 
journalist dare let such a book review go to press. Even if he succeeds 
in Mng quicker than the official organ he has every reason to fear that 
later on he will have to lace an inquiry as to why he allowed such a criticism 
to appear. The ** lack of instinct is a reproach he learns to dread. So 
beside the privacy of political dinner-parties in private houses, casinos, 
hunting parties, select conferences, behind the organized fa9ade of “ public 
opinion ” in the press stands the quasi-public of officialdom discussing 
and influencing current affairs by using all the modem techniques and 
equipna^t 
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we must finally recognize that a system of education 
which was suited for the individualized type of 41ite wMch 
prevails in a minority democracy cannot be successfully 
carried over to mass education without certain modificatio^.^ 
We ^ould, in a word, not wait until bad managemmt 
brings to power these groups which understand by jJannihg 
a one-sided reign of force, functioning in their own intere^. 
Planning does not mean rule by arbitrary forces over thp 
liv ing body of society, nor the dictatorial attempt to supplant 
creative activity. Planning means a conscious attack on 
the sources of maladjustment in the social order on the 
basis of a thorough knowledge of the whole mechanism of 
society and the way in which it works. It is not the treatment 
of sjnnptoms but an attack on the strategic points, fully 
realizing the results. 

At this point we should not forget that in the cultural 
sphete (properly also in the economic) there has never been an 
absolute literalism, that alongside of the undirected working 
of the social forces there has always existed, for instance, 
regulation in education. The liberal state, too, regulated 
whole institutions in which it decided not only the Und of 
knowledge to be supplied to the various classes but actually 
cultivated these model patterns of conduct which were 
needed for the continued existence of this society and helped 
the dites to acquire them. It is not, therefore, contrary to 
the nature of free democratic society if we maintain that 
the most satisfactory arrangement would be to fit a sphere 
of free creative initiative into a planned institutional frame- 
work. In the future this sphere of free creative activity 
must always be guided so as to guard against the possibility 
of distortion and breakdown. However, if in the future events 
are to be controlled we must have a knowledge of the laws 
of the social processes of cultural production and disintegra- 
tion. And further, it must constantly be kept in mind that 
the transition from a minority democracy to an organized 
mass democracy does not take place spontaneously but must 
itself be planned. 

‘ anc^ng pedagOTcal problem, ei. Part IV. ThougU at tin Lml 
cf Plmmug, pp. 219 fi ; 225 ff ; and 359. 
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Correlation between the Disorganization of Society 
AND THE Disorganization of Personality 

In the first part we observed the factors which create 
crowd behaviour and irrationality in our society. In 
the second we watched the less eruptive, more slowly 
working social mechanisms which have a detrimental effect 
upon culture. The enumeration of these negative effects 
upon social life would not be complete were we not to 
study the causes of disorganization in their most disastrous 
forms as they make for crisis, dictatorship, and war. This 
rh3dhm of events is in everybody's mind ; but in spite of 
it the interconnection and necessity of this sequence have 
not yet been sufficiently thought out. The tangle of 
economic, social, and psychological factors which brings 
about the general drift into war in our age has not yet 
been clearly enough anal3reed. 

Recent experiences have shown us the starting point for 
our investigations by teaching us that there must definitely 
be a deeper correlation between the disorganization of 
society and the disorganization of individual behaviom, 
and even of certain levels of the human mind, and vice 
versa that the more strongly a society is organized, the 
more strongly forms of behaviour and the corresponding 
attitudes of the mind seem to be integrated. One has only 
to look at pictures like those of Bosch and Giiinewald in 
order to see that the disorganization of the Medieval ordn 
expressed itself in a generd fear and anxiety, the symbolic 
expression of which was the attention given to the under- 
world with its demons, and the widespread fear of the devil. 
In the Medieval order the ludferic element was present but 
had its place in the plan of the universe. When the social 
order goes wrong psychosis spreads, the diabolic forces are 
no longer integrated into the Cosmos. In an ad^uately 
functioning society the neurotic is only the borderline case. 

117 
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In a state of general disorganization it is he who sets 
the pattern. But this correlation between social disorganiza- 
tion and mental disorganization seems to be much stricter 
than this general statement would lead one to belWe. 
A careful observer, even on the basis of a preliminary conmct 
with the relevant phenomena, would see that the predomir^t 
associations, for instance, of a man brought up in a ww- 
integrated traditional society are more conventionali^d 
than those of the average man in a society in the making, 
or in course of transformation. What we frequently call 
imagination is perhaps essentially characterized by un- 
expected mental associations and connections which do 
not form part of the usual chain of ideas. Also the 
increased awareness of the new and the sensational which 
is widespread in America seems to correspond to a society 
in the making where it was very difficult to stabilize social 
groups, develop folkways, and thus to determine the flow 
of mental associations. The lesser premium put on 
im^ination in England, both in science and in life, in spite 
of its poets and social outsiders, perhaps also falls under 
that heading. As imag[ination and free association are 
mainly dissociated elements springing from the unconscious, 
their overflow or repression in the individual somewhere 
rarrespon^ to the general pressure existing in society. 
The individu^ organism, according to its hereditary equip- 
ment and to its early life history, may put up with these 
pressures in different ways, but in the long run and in 
dealmg with great numbers of people general causes will 
se^e to create a single dominant pattern. But there are 
other indications, too. The study of disorganized b^viour 
^ It prevails among delinquents, hobos, and primitives 
msplaced from their community and brought into con- 
tect wth mdustrial and urban civilization, shows that it is 
toe disori^mzed part of a social structure in which dis- 
oigamzedtehaviour and personality most frequentljroccurs.^ 

"TheMwtaliiy of Racial 

Th^oni*; W.T F TjuPol^k i 

»» vA'!S,r-U”l: irstasrs ass 



DEEPER CORRELATION 119 

Another instance pointing in the same direction is that 
the individual by meani^ of self-observation may realize 
that his psychological adjustment relaxes continuously 
according to the repressive power of the different social 
groups in which he lives. Thus the most conventional and 
most orderly people when they travel in foreign countries 
very easily drop out of their fixed mental associations and 
habits. All these are merely different forms of social and 
mental disintegration which naturally ought to be studied 
more carefully, but which reveal the meaning of general 
social tendencies only if they are watched from the point 
of view of a comprehensive theory. The corresponding 
phenomenon on a larger scale is presented to us if we watch 
the suddenly changing behaviour of people living in the 
socially disintegrated parts of the European continent. 
History is producing a sad experiment before our eyes, and 
shows what happens to the individual when the basic 
integrating factors are put out of action. This is the best 
place to study the continuous interrelatedness of sociological 
and psychological mechanisms. These transformations in 
the characters of individuals should be investigated in 
concrete field work by trained observers in connection with 
the transformation of social mechanisms. But such studies 
would not furnish us with the necessary answers unless two 
pre-conditions were fulfilled : first, we must have a wider 
h)rpothesis concerning the major trends of development in 
order to be able to allocate carefully the more detailed 


Man,** American Journal of Sociology, vol. 36, p. 534 ; Anderson, N,, 
The Hobo, the Sociology of the Homeless Man, Chic^o, 1923 ; WUmanns, 
K., Zur Psychopatkologie dee Landstreichers, Leipzig, 1906; Elliott, 
M. A., and Merrill. F. £., Sociai Disorganiiation, New York, London, 
1934 ; 0*Malley, Mary, ** Psychoses in the Colored Race,|' American 
Journal of Insanity, vol. 71 , 1914 ; DoUard, J., Caste and Class in a SoufftM 
Town, published for the Institute of Human Relations by Yale Universily 
Press, New Haven, 1937 ; Alexander, F., ** Psycho^alvsis and SocUd 
Disorganisation,** American Journal of Sociology, vol. 42, no. 6, 1937, 
pp. 781-814 ; Adler, Alfr., *^P8ychiaUric Aspects Reg^ing Individual 
and Social Disorganization,** American Journal of Sociology, May, 1937, 
no. 6, vol. 42, pp. 878-887 ; Schilder. P.» *' The Relation between Social 
and Personal Disorganization.** American Journal of Sociology, vol. 42, 
no. 6, May, 1937 ; Blumer, H., ** Social Disorganization and Individual 
Disorganization,'* American Journal of Sociol^y, May, 1937, vol. 42, 
no. 6, pp; 871-8 ; Mayo, Elton, ** Psychiatry and Sociology in Relation 
to Seem Disorganization,** American Journal of Sociology, vol. 42, no. 6, 
May, 1937 ; cf. in the same issue ** Further selected References on 
Social Psyc^try *% 
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observations in the different parts of the social field, and 
secondly some widespread misrepresentations concetning 
hnman psychology and its relatedness to the social tenure 
must be set right. As to the main trends in the eveiits of 
the last decades, the facts are sufficiently well known to be 
able to reconstruct their inner sequence. It is posable 
to describe the great phases in the fundamental, sodal, tod 
psychological transformation through which the Fas^t 
states are passing. As to the latter, namely the false psjrcho- 
logical presumptions with which we used to work, recent 
developments in psychology and sociology have done their 
best to revise some of our obsolete hypotheses so that we 
may be able to characterize these changes. The trouble is 
that in thinking about these great issues, we have never 
brought these two different pieces of knowledge together. 
This is the reason why in the present chapter I shall take 
at random some of the fundamental questions which 
invariably occur in discussions on these issues. Let us start 
with the more general question which is often put first in 
this context : " What is the contribution psydiology can 
make to the solution of the problem of war or peaceful 
change ? Is there an]rthing in human nature which necessarily 
makes for war ? If not, what is the process whereby a highly 
industrialized society becomes a martial state with a wholly 
different psychology ? 

In this connection there is another question which 
presents itself : " Under what circumstances do people 
who were formerly striving for economic gains, for the 
pdsing of their standard of life, invert their scale of values 
in a relatively short time, and now seem to rank the honour, 
prestige, and glory of their cotmtry far higher than before ? 
In short, why do people sometimes prefer guns and sometimes 
butter ? And, finally, if such fundamental psychological 
changes do occur are they the ultimate causes of war or are 
they rather the effect of institutional maladjustments in 
society ? " i 


* Then exists e considenible amonnt of litentnn. verv iniSedUaiieons 
in natnn, bott on the psychological and sociological aspects of war and 
peam. A {veUnunw nrvey can be obtained through L. L. Bernard and 
m Bnnard. Sonoha/ and iha Stndy of InkmatUmal RtkHont, 
MWhfflgton Uni^ty Studies, New Series, Social and PhOosoidiical 

^ moetly refer to studies widcb 
have not been mentioned in the above survey.) 
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II 

Some of the Axiomatic Beliefs Concerning Human 

Nature 

Let me start with the ideas of the roan in the street, 
which very often are also the ideas of the specialist in other 
fields untrained in sociology or psychology. If he is asked 
to what war is due his answer will be that hiunan nature, 
with its instinctive inheritance and unchanging aggressive- 
ness, is responsible for it. 

There are few ideologies more dangerous in their 
consequences than this one, because it creates an 
acquiescence in the aggressiveness which leads to war. But 
if there is one view which has been revised during recent 
discussions in psychology it is this, namely the view that 
there are, in fact, any such definitely shaped instincts as 
aggressiveness or acquisitiveness. Rather, we can only say 
that there are instinctive tendencies, originally vague, whidh 
adapt themselves to varying circumstances, and can be 
shaped by society. 

Discussions tetween instinctivists, endocrinologists, 
psycho-analysts and behaviourists (not to mention other 
schools) have led to the conclusion that, although inherited 
chromosomes, certain established nerve connections, and 
the gland S 3 retem set limits to the changeability of the 
individual, there is nevertheless a great plasticity in man. 
Although both believe in the changeability of man, the 
behaviourists go further than the psycho-analysts. To the 
behaviourist, children start with only vague instinctive 
tendencies and as the child grows up these va^e tendencies 
are gradually conditioned by behaviour-forming situations. 
In the course of time these moulded tendencies become 
habits which have the appearance of being as spontaneous 
as innate reflexes. Thus it is the situations peculiar to 
different societies which mould the actual form of these 
tendencies. The behaviourists therefore believe that if we 
could reorganize society so as to present man with different 
situations we could recreate his fundamental behaviour and 
attitudes. 

The psydio-anal]^ are, as I said, altogether less 
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optimistic as to the range of plasticity of certain fundamental 
drives. According to their theory such impulses as se^ €Uid 
aggressiveness are the ultimate and u n c h a ng eable sotirces 
of human action. Plasticity for them can onljr be obs^ed 
as far as there is a certain transmutability of these 
fundamental drives. Whereas most of them are per^ps 
too inclined to stress the fixation which occurs during e^ly 
childhood, there are others, with whom I agree, who are 
willing to devote at least as much attention to the capacity 
of institutions for influencing the psychic life of adults. 
These institutions determine not oidy the impulses which 
it is necessary to repress, but also the kinds of chatmels 
which will be at the disposal of the repressed drives. 

Let us take for example the so-called aggressive 
propensity.^ Even if one agrees that it is a primary drive, 
breaking through under all circumstances, there is so mudi 
scope in it for metamorphosis that there is no need to build 
up a social order on the basis of aggression and combat. 

Bovet, in his book* The Fighting Instinct, formulates 
some of the different ways in which one and the same 
instinct may be expressed. There are: canalization, 
complication, deflection, substitution, platonization, sublima- 
tion, etc. Deflection of the so-called fighting instinct occurs, 
e.g. when, as in the Greek legend, the angry Ajax massacres 
sheep instead of men, or when the lust for fighting is 
converted into competitive impulses. Examples of such 
sublimation are to be seen in such organizations as the 
militant order of the Jesuits, the Salvation Army, and the 
Boy Scouts, which subordinate this instinct to socially 
useful goals. Thus they sublimate it without renouncing 

* On aggnasiveiiess and anxiety cf. amongst othera; Frend, S., 
Heiumung, Symptom uttd Angst, Vienna, 1926 ,* Jones, E., " Fear, Gnilt, 
and Hate,” Intern. Joum. of PsycHo~Analysit, voL x, 1929 ; Isaacs, S., 
Smol Development in Young Children, A Study d Beginnings, London, 
Sadism, and Pacifism, Three £ 8 aa 3 rs, London, 
1^ ; Ginsberg, M., and Glover, E., " A Symposium on the Fmhology 
S?.5f*** *5? /owwal of Medical P^ehohgy, vol. xiv, IM ; 

WiUian^ F. E., 5ovM Russia Fights Neurosis, London, 1934, chapter vi. 

Hate. a. also on the Physi<^>gy of Emotions : Catmou, VI. D., Bodily 
rfSuiuv. Pear. Rage. 1915 ; Crile, G. W., The Origin and Nature 
rf Emeh^. 1915, and his Man, an AdapHoe Mechanism, 1916 ; Kempt, 
^J;TMAutonot^ FuHeliontastdthePertenaliiy; Hetvons and Mental 
Dtom Momg^ Seriea, No. 28, Now Yorit and Washingtcm, 1921. 

T ^ Instinet. Hr. into English by Gnig, L. Y. L. 
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thereby the satisfactions to be found in strife and the 
sociological stimuli prevailing in the methods of military 
systems.^ 

Indeed there is nothing in the so-called fighting instinct 
which mak» inevitably for war. Its existence only explains 
why, when the social structure presents us with certain 
situations, our psychic equipment enables us to fights or in 
some circumstances even forces us to indulge in aggression. 
Once the very structure of a social order is so built as to 
avoid war it can, by the control of education, prevent the 
forming of warlike attitudes, or if these are already 
established, it can break them up into their constituent 
elements and reintegrate them or give them new functions. 

One must bear in mind that anger, hatred and sadistic 
urges as they manifest themselves in the life of the 
in^vidual, are by no means identical with warlike attitudes. 
This is a fact which the individual psychologist is apt 
to overlook. There is a big gap between simple and 
spontaneous hatred and what has been called trained 
hatred,’ and there is a Ing gap between occasional outbursts 
of anger and the formation of a bellicose character. I would 
venture to say that it costs a social organization at least as 
much energy deliberately to build up warlike attitudes as 
peaceful ones. Moreover, peaceful attitudes being more in 
accordance with the ways of an industrialized society, it 
is more unnatural for us to behave like soldiers than like 
citizens. 

It is obvious that here we reach the point where individual 
psychology csdls for the help of sociology. Since the innate 
psychological equipment of men leaves equally open the 
possibility of their becoming either warlike or peaceful, it 
depends on the nature of social institutions and of social 
regimes, whether man in the mass has a character of one 
kind or the other. 

* Bovet, op. dt., pp. 1 1 1 ff. a. also Jolv, H. S., IgHoc* it toyota, Fuis, 
1899 ; Bovet, P., Le Gmit it Baden-Powett, Nench&M, 1921 ; Baden- 
Powell, General, Scouting for Boys, Ix>fidon, 1908 ; GM Guiding, iMtdai, 
1921 ; Qassen, P. A., Der Saiutisnuu, Jena, 1913 ; Begbie, Harold, TMt 
Bi/e 0 / William Booth, the Founder of the Safoation Army, 2 vob., Lmdon, 
1 ^ ; Booth-Tncker, F. de L., The life of Catharine Booth, 2 vds., Lradon, 
lo92> 

* Rojrce, J., Race Questions, Prooineialitm amd other American ProVems. 
New York. 1908 p. 48. 
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A sociology of war and peace aiming at completeness 
should therefore answer the following two questions: 
(a) Have there been any societies in history which, ori the 
whole, have made for peaceful attitudes ? (b) For what 

reasons and by what mechanism do peaceful modem societies 
turn into bellicose ones ? \ 

The first question I shall not discuss in detail. It\is 
sufficient to state that nations once bellicose have lived for 
hundreds of years without war, and this in itself is answer 
enough to those who assert that war is the necessary 
consequence of the instinctive equipment of man. First of 
all we find among the so-called primitive tribes some who 
do without war, or at least show only mildly bellicose 
attitudes.^ These attitudes, however, are less a moral 
achievement than the outcome of narrow conditions of 
life. Mostly, as with the Eskimos, it is the hardness 
of the immediate struggle with nature and the absence 
of crowding that account for their freedom from aggressive- 
ness. Generally it is the food-gatherers and the agri- 
culturists who are known to be peaceful. Furthermore, 
trade and commerce very often make for peace ; it is 
dangerous to generalize, however, for under certain conditions 
the same factors might foster war. 

Of the fact that, in our modern civilization, peoples can 
live for many hundreds of years without war, the Dutch 
are an example. Although the bellicose peoples by far out- 
number the peaceful ones, the mere existence of the latter, 
as I mentioned, is a sufficient indication that human nature 
can very well do without war. The main problem, therefore, 
is to identify those mechanisms, those social processes, 
which tend to turn peaceful attitudes into pugnacity. 

Once peaceful attitudes have been established in a given 
society the spontaneous growth of warlike attitudes en 
masse will represent a case of collective regression. Our 
next problem, therefore, is : What brings about such a 
social regression, such a dissolution of all those smoothly 

* Davie, M. R., TAe Evolution of W»r, A Study of its R61e in Early 
Societies, Newhaven, 1929, cf. chap, iv, * ** Where War Exists and Where 
it does not,'" chap, xv, ** The Stress toward Peace,” Appendix C ; Hob- 
house, L. T., Wh^er, G. C., Ginsberg, M., The Material Culture and Social 
Institutions of the Simpler Peoples, London, 1930, pp. 228 ft ; Perry, W, J., 

The Growth of Civilisation, chap, x, ” The Origin and I^velopment of 
War”, Loudon. 1937. 
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working tendencies which are needed by a society based 
upon work as opposed to conflict ? 

I think that one of the main causes of a sudden disintegra- 
tion of socially established attitudes is any kind of collective 
insecurity such as leads to a partial or total dissolution of 
society. The present crisis especially has been making us 
realize that collective insecurity has been throughout history 
the great factor in the rapid dissolution of old attitudes 
and the creation of new ones. 


Ill 

Different Forms of Insecurity and their Impact 
UPON Behaviour. Disintegration in Animal and 
Human Societies 

But it is not enough to make the general statement that 
collective insecurity may suddenly change human nature : 
one must define the historically specific forms of insecurity, 
and the ways in which they react upon the psychology of 
the individual. 

The insecurity of nomadic peoples forced by drought, or 
animal epidemics, to migrate or to plunder their neighbours, 
differs in many ways from the insecurity from which 
nations suffer in the modem world. But even in modem 
societies we have to distinguish between several different 
causes to which a general feeling of insecurity may be due. 
In the first stage of capitalism, the maladjustment between 
absolutism and a growing industrialism led to dissatisfaction 
and to acute tension between the rising bourgeoisie, on the 
one hand, and the landed aristocracy and the army on the 
other. It was this tension which sought an outlet in war. 
In ^e monopolistic stage of capitalism, the underlying 
tension between capital and labour grows acute when 
stractural unemployment of large masses transforms their 
latent hostility into despair. This leads to disturbances 
and even to that state of partial social dissolution in whkh 
war appears to be the simplest means of diverting attention 
from internal difficulties. Thus we must begin by clearly 
imderstanding the meaning of this partial dissoluticm of 
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society and its reaction upon the attitudes and mentality 
of its members. j 

Although I am constantly stressing historical dis- 
tinctions in the phenomena in question, I would not Wi^, 
at the very beginning of my anal 3 ^, to n^lect\ the 
general biological foundations of human society as thejjr are 
represented in animal conununities. \ 

No doubt much harm has been done by indiscriminately 
transferring analogies from animal life to the intopretation 
of human society.^ Yet I am convinced that, if one is 
careful to make a clear distinction between the still-persisting 
framework of common features and those differences which 
are due to the special nature of man, it may be possible to 
throw new light on events which have hitherto been 
inadequately described. In this connection it may be helpful 
to observe for a moment how social animals react to a 
disturbance of their soda! organization. 

Among the be^ sudden changes of behaviour can be 
observed when the queen suddenly dies and the social 
order of the hive is disturbed. These changes in behaviour 
are so radical that they have been legitimately called 
regression, or even atavism. Such a r^;ression can 
be observed most clearly among the workers, which are 
females whose sexual energies have been turned into working 
energies. Once the social fabric is disturbed these working 
bees fall back into an earlier biological stage of their 
instinctive behaviour ; all of a sudden they begin behaving 
like females and lay parthenogenetic eggs (i.e. eggs that 
have not been fertilu^). They revive ti^t former stage in 
thdr phylogenetic devebpment in which their ancestors, 
although living in hives, were not yet compelled by a caste- 
like division of labour to turn their sexual energies into 

* Tlw impieion against Unlogical aaalogiaa rightly ariaea when ana 
eompaxM society as such with an organism. Sndi an analogy is nsnaUy 
mi sl aa » Mn g, becanse althon^ thm are shnilaiities between uw organism 
and society the diSeienoes an so great that the analogy as a whole becomes 
fatUe. For example, in hnman society one man can abandon his ]^aoe 
and fidfil the ftmctfams oi another man, whereas tiie cells ediith fnttl 
the ft mctions of the heart cannot fnlfil those of the long. Bat it is not 
mis kind of search for external similarities which stands behind Uie 
statements mentioned in me text What is aimed at Uiem is to elicit 
the still lelevaat biological fonndatlons of hnman naton, and also Uw 
fakdogieal Itamework of hnman soeietias against imich the differences 
chaneteristic of hnman natnie and society can then more easily be 
dcetehad. 
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working activities. Moreover, many of these workers regress 
still further, to a stage when bees did not yet live in hives 
and, instead of collecting honey and caring for the larvae, 
they become individual plunderers and robbers.^ 

Thus it would seem tlut already among the social animals 
there is a strict correlation between instincts and the social 
organization. Once this social organization is disturbed 
and partly or wholly disappears, the socially achieved 
reactions disappear along with it and there is, or may be, 
an atavistic reaction to the instinct patterns of an earlier 
stage.* To the individual bee, ignorant of the total social 
process, this catastrophe probably appears as one in which 
his instinctive drives are suddenly deprived of their normal 
objects and substitute activities, like the lajnng of ^gs, 
consequently occur. 

The analogy between the societies of bees and of men 
holds good in so far as in human society also a dissolution 
or partial dissolution of the social order brings about a 
regression to an earlier stage of behaviour; but this 
regression is not a biological but a social one. Man, unlike 
the bees, does not revert at once to earlier biological stages 

^ The above case is mentioned bv Bran, R*, Biohgiscks ParaUeUn 
Jtu Fmtds Truhhhre, Experimenteue BeitrAge zur Dynamik nnd 
Okonomie des Triebkonfliktes, Intemationaler P^choanalyti^er Verlag, 
Leipzig, Vienna, Zdxich, 1926, p. 24. Bran's main concern is to ccdlect 
instances in animal life which could be considered as forms pe- 
liminaiy to the main psychic mechanisms, as e.g. rmession, tegres&m, 
substitution, transference, as described by Freud. The premises of the 
theory are to be found in Freud, and Hattingberg, H. von ; Obertragung 
nnd Objektwahl. ihre Bedeutung filr die Trieblehre, InUmatumak 
*ehrifl fiir Psychoanafyu, vol. vii, 1921, pp. 401-421. A brief rmort in 
Engush on the latter is to be found in the fnUmational JourtuU of Psydto- 
wuUysis, vbl. i, 1920, p. 346 f. 

* Although tile case described by Bran leaves open the question whether 
the regressm of the working bees is due to individual causes or is strictly 
correlated with the dissolution of the social order in the hive, experiments 
carried out by von Buttd-Reepen, H., seem to favour my hypothesis, 
namriy that the changes in the social order axe mainly responsible for 
these regresaioiis. Von Bnttel-Reepen removes the queen froan the hive, 
and as soon as the bees become aware of this they numifest great excite- 
ment and jpeculiar sounds of deniair may be heard, p. 19, cf. von Buttel- 
Reepen, ii„ Sind dio Sionm BefU$mmclnnm ? I^eipzig, 1920. For further 
references to the peculiar bdiaviour of bees in abnormal situations cf . 
foth, O. V., ** DW abnorme Zustftnde im Bienenstock,*' BmckU dor 
Nainrforukondon GisMsehefi mu Frafeurg i, Br,, voL xviii, Freiburg i. 

nnd Mp^, 1694 ; BiMnmfoiHmg, xiii, n* 20, pp. 229 C, ai&le 
^Dr.DOnhoff; Cowan, 

London, 1924, chap. xxM, ** Loss Queens.'* 
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in the history of his instincts. Owing to the plasticity of 
his nature, he reverts from one historical-social elaboration 
of his attitudes to an earlier one, still based on the same 
instinct. A peaceful society, becoming insecure as a ripilt 
of a partial dissolution, breaks up the peaceful attitude so 
painfully established and tends to replace them by \the 
social remnants of such militaristic patterns as still e:i^ 
within it. ' 

Even in the details of the transformation of attitudes 
connected with this dissolution of society, there is an analogy 
with animal life. In the case of the bee, for example, anxiety 
and regression begin with a dissolution of the social order 
which deprives the instinct of the objects towards which 
it has normally been directed. When the normal co-ordina- 
tion of tasks characteristic of life in the hive is disturbed, 
the working drives of the bees are left with no means of 
gratification.^ 

Is not such a partial dissolution of the social order the 
outstanding feature of that social insecurity of which 
unemployment has become a general symptom ? For man, 
however, the catastrophe lies not merely in the disappearance 
of external opportunities for work but also in the fact that 
his elaborate emotional system, intricately connected as it 
is with the smooth working of social institutions, now loses 
its object-fixation. The petty aims towards which almost 
all his strivings are directed suddenly disappear, and, not 
merely does he now lack a place of work, a daily task, and 
an opportunity for using the integrated labour attitudes 
formed through long training, but his habitual desires and 
impulses remain ungratified. Even if the immediate needs 
of life are satisfied, by means of unemployment relief, the 
whole life-organization and the family hopes and expectations 
are annihilated. One has only to remember how much 
libidinous energy is normally invested, in a capitalistic 
society, in social ambitions to realize what this means. 

1 Ptobabfy in these cases we are presented with frustrated feeding 
instincts, um nursing bees whose task it is to feed the queen seem to 
be the first to realize her absence. As they cannot get rid of their amply- 
prraflffed food anoth^ instinct becomes discharged, namely that of 
building cells and laying eggs. Von Buttel-Reepen, who gives this 
explanation, adds : ** One can well believe this procedure to be based 
exclusively upon reflexes. No thinking of any kind is needed." VonButtel- 
Reepen, op. dt., p. 24. 
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The frustration of the desire to rise in the social scale 
means not only that hopes of raising the standard of life 
must be abandoned, but also that social esteem is shattered 
and with it self-respect. The symptoms of such general 
insecurity may differ in different strata : the petty rentier, 
the black-coated worker, the skilled artisan and the unskilled 
labourer, the intelligentsia and the student. But, despite 
their social differences, shattered self-respect is at work in 
all of them. Lasswell has shown that, when the former 
ideal of the “ successful self " is once disturbed and former 
attitudes are left objectless, the old impulses turn inward 
and take the form of self-punishment, which degenerates 
into masochistic or psychologically self-mutilating orgies. 
In this situation the scapegoat, such as the Jew, affords a 
real relief by providing an opportunity for once more 
externalizing the aggressive tendencies, an opportunity that 
is equally welcome to the frustrated in every class,^ 


IV 

From Unorganized Insecurity to Organized^ 
Insecurity 

This is the stage of unorganized insecurity, which is 
fraught with incalculable possibilities. It is the stage of 
general psychological and emotional experimentation ; and 
of the decay of our belief in institutions, mores, traditions, 
and historically established prestige. These are the 
sociological conditions in which ideologies are unmasked 
and the validity of established principles and values comes 
to be doubted. This is the moment of scepticism, hard for 
the individual yet productive for science, as it destroys the 
petrified habits of thought of the past. In this general 

* CI. l^usswell, H. D., Wmli Politics and Personal Insecurity, 1935, 
ioadon. New York. Cf. also King, J., Influence of the Form of Social 
Change upon the Emotional Life of People," Anurican Journal 0 / Sociology, 
v<d. ix, p. 124, The idea of a catastrophic theory history has been expounded 
W Teggart, F. J., Theory of History, New Haven, 1925, cf. esp. p. 196. 
Ju. Wait*, Introduction to Anthropology, ed. by J. F. Ct^ingwood, London, 
1863. Gothein, E., " Soaologie der Panik," VerhatuUungen des ersten 
deutschen Soeiologentages, Tuebingen, 1911. Wetelder, R., "AetiolQgie 
nnd Verlauf der MaMenpsycbose," Imago, 1935, v<fl. 21. 
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experimentation, the individual who cannot reorganize 
himself may perish, but for the social body it meaiB the 
possibility of a selection of new models of behaviour and of 
new representative dominant t3?pes. That is why Fascism 
and Communism, and any other new social fixation, seem 
at certain moments to have equal chances as fax' as 
psychology is concerned. And, indeed, Midiels ^ qoes 
observe that, in the rise of Italian Fascism, men who had 
once been Socialists often joined the Fascists. 

Finally long-term calculation also ceases, at least among 
those social groups most strongly affected by the partial 
dissolution of society. The panic reaches its height when 
the individual comes to realize that his insecurity is not 
simply a personal one, but is common to masses of his 
fellows, and when it becomes clear to him that there is ho 
longer any social authority to set unquestioned standards 
and determine his behaviour. Herein lies the difference 
between individual unemplo3mient and general insecurity. 
If in normal times an individual loses bis job, he may 
indeed despair, but his reactions are more or less prescribed 
and he follows a general pattern in his distress. Even if he 
rebels against society by stealing, his activities will fall into 
some mould not created by him. 

The distress of man in a situation of insecurity is worse 
than that of social animals, such as Hodgson’s “ old unhappy 
bull " 

Sick in mind and body both. 

Outcast from the herd he led. 

Bulls and cows a hundred head . . . 

because the bull may still rely on the prompting of instincts 
that are uncorrupted by membership of a society based on 
an all-pervading division of labour. Such a society destroys 
the spontaneity of responses ; and man, if the usual objects 
of his strivings are withdrawn, is lost and without orienta- 
tion. His socially moulded instincts are useless when 
conditions alter, his old emotional strivings are homeless 
in a situation of unorganized insecurity, and his common 
sense is too narrow in outlook to tmderstand what is 
happenii^ around him in this invisible society with its 
uninteUigible structme. 

* Michete, R., SottaHsmus und Fauimiu, llOnclMn, 1925, p. 206. 
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Here lies another difference betweoi animals, and men, 
for, whereas after the loss of the object the bee falls bade on 
an earlier biological stage of instinctive reaction, man, 
deprived of his original goal, finds relief in the creation of 
symbolic goals and symbolic activities. For man is a being 
living in a commanity whose reaction is not based simply 
on instinct but on symbols of his own creation, such as 
words, images, and ideas, which serve as a fundamental 
means of communication.^ 

Some of these symbols, words for instance, stand for 
things that really exist, others are s3unbols or symbolic 
activities that serve as substitutes for real activities. 
When desired objects are withdrawn from our reach, when 
we find it impossible to get full and immediate gratification 
in real things, then we use these symbols as substitutes. 
Experimental psychology provides us with information 
showing how substitute activities function in simpler 
situations. 1 refer to experiments and investigations carried 
out by Lewin,* Ovsiankina, Mahler, Lissner, Hoppe, and 
others. An instructive case is quoted by Lewin.® A young 
feeble-minded child wants to throw a ball a long way, and 
although he fails, is happy because he finds a substitute in 
the vigorous movement he has made. Lazar * calls this 
t3q)e of ctdld a '* gesture-child because he is satisfied with 
gestures when others are striving for concrete goals. 


^ As to the xiatare ot Isngfuage in animal life I would like to refer to 
the ^ort but illuminating summary which Hemp^mann gives. According 
to him the language of animals is but the immediate expression of a given 
ph3rsi61ogical state. It is never founded on the conscious intention to 
communicate a definite meaning. Expression only works as a stimulus 
or signal for specific reaction. As anmials mostly lack insight into the 
connection of events their correct reaction to these signals is mer^y the 
outcome of an approp^te adjustment. Hempdmann, F., TierpsychohgU 
vom StandpunhU its Biohgen, Leipzig, 1926. p. 530. 

• lewin. K., A Dynamic Theory of Personality^ Sdected Papers. New 
Vork. London. 1935. chap. vi. ** Substitute Activity and Substitute 
Value." Lewin refers to the following contributions: Mahler. W.. 
" Eisatzhandlungen verschiedenen Realit&tsgrades." Psychol Porsch.^ 
1933. 18.,27-68 ; Lissner. K.. " Die Entspannung von Bedfirfhissen durch 
Hrsattiiandlungen." Psychol. Forsch., 1933. Bd. 18. 218-250 ; Ovsiankina. 
M.. " Wiederaufhahme unterlntx^hner Handlungen." Psychol Forsch., 
1M8, Bd. 11; Hoppe. F.. "Erfolg und Misserfolg." P^chol. 
Forsch., 1931. Bd. 14. p. 1-62. Cf. also Kofika. K.. PrindpUs of Gestalt 
Psychology, Londm^ 1935. pp. 670 ff. 

Quoted by Lewin. op. dit.. chap. vii. ** A Dynamic Theory of the 
FeeMe Minded." p. 205/ 
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Dniing a period of unorganized insecurity, the normal 
person, owing to the lack of an immediate and real gratifica- 
tion for his strivings in the field of work and ^ial 
acknowledgment, tends to become a " gesture-admt ", 
existing on substitute goals and being satisfied with gesmres 
and S3rmbols. \ 

As Lewin realized, the term substitute goal, or substi^te 
activity, has no meaning in itself, but only when measured 
against the original intention, or original tension-system, 
of the individual. Since in capitahst society the normal 
working incentive is acquisition, a desire to raise the income- 
level, any goal will be regarded as substitute which com- 
pensates for some failure in this field. The S3mibolic 
substitute is felt as being unreal only as long as the original 
tension-system, the striving for money, persists. 

As soon as it is possible to change the original level of 
aspiration and to induce people to strive for S3nnbolic goals 
as if they were primary goals, so that instead of butter they 
desire national prestige, they will cease to feel the latter 
as symbols and consider them rather as real gratifications. 

According to the observations of individual psychology, 
once the individual tension-system is built up it is not 
vesy easy to alter, except in the case of children. But in 
my view the characteristic feature of any revolutionary 
period is that failure of original expectations occurs to 
hundreds of thousands at the same time, the search for 
substitutes follows the same rhythm, and the meaning of 
what is real or unreal is established in common. If there are 
many who think it is better to have guns than butter 
it will be easier for the single individual to change over from 
one tension-system to the other thanit would be if he had to 
reorganize the system for himself. 

The collective transformation of the system of s3rmbols 
into new realities occurs in three stages. The symbol may 
remain unchanged externally while the real dynaniic trans- 
formation which changes its function and meaning takes 
place behind this facade. The three stages of this trans- 
formation are : — 

(а) The symbol is a pure substitute goal ; 

(б) The symbol becomes the new driving force for new 

forms of spontaneous group-integration (this we 
may call the utopian stage of the symbol) ; 
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(c) The s3miboI becomes the rigid emblem of an organized 
group. 

In the first stage men flee to symbols and cling to them 
mainly because they want to avoid that anxiety which, 
according to Freud, overwhelms us whenever the libidinous 
energy remains for long without an object. Hammer and 
sickle, swastika, brown and black shirts, red and black 
flags, outstretched arms, clenched fists, phrases like " freedom 
and glory of the nation " — are fictions providing an outlet 
and goal for displaced energy. 

But as soon as people by these very gestures and substitute 
goals become integrated into spontaneously growing groups, 
they reach the utopian stage in the development of the 
symbol. The utopian s3fmbol makes people act ; it makes 
them act against the system of established relationships, 
and in acting against it they not only try to wreck this 
network of relationships, but seek to call in question the 
former definition of the situation, devaluating the meaning 
and significance of the original level of aspirations. 

Thus not only does the new s}nmbol gain in significance 
but its reality-prestige is raised ; striving for the honour and 
glory of the nation seems to be every bit as real a business 
as striving for economic gain. Another reason why the new 
symbol seems to become more than a substitute, and indeed 
becomes a new social reality, is that it in its tom likewise 
generates its own network of inter-related activities. 
Although these activities may for some tune remain sterile 
and may consist mainly of endless discussions without rhyme 
or reason, or of loitering in groups and marching about, 
later they will lead to quasi-military exercises and to the 
forming of ** pressure-groups " which will from time to 
time press upon that social S3^tem which is still the 
acknowledged order. 

During the utopian phase, ^ important ch^es take 
place in the individuals themsdves. Whereas in the fint 
stage the symbol was merely an occasional substitute in 
their lives, it now becomes both a factor in the 
reorganization of their whole personality and the ferment 

^ On thn aocinl function of utopias cf. Mannhrim, K., Idtohgy and 
Vtopia, an Intiodnction to the SMiology of Knowledee, London, Mew 
York, 1936. Eipedally part vi, *’ The lltcpiui Mentui^." 
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which brin^ them to a new kind of group-col^on. 
In such a situation it is obvious that radical changes in 
the individual only take place where some sudden ^ock 
has destroyed the network of his established habits and 
expectations, and that the stabilization of his new hopes 
and values is intimately linked up with the integration of 
new groups. Old traditions fall to bits, new forms of social 
adjustment occur, and we speak of a re^birth of men and 
society. It was perhaps this same psydbiological medianimi 
which in the ancient world produced the new spirit of 
Christianity, or which in the sects of the later Middle Ages 
gave rise to the modem forms of utopian spirit. 

In the utopian stage of symbolic integration a certain 
social differentiation becomes perceptible. Not all the 
s 3 nnbols appeal to everyone equally. Their growth is 
intimately connected with that of the particular groups to 
whidi they belong. Even if different groups have the same 
s 3 rmbols, they stress different aspects of them, because 
memories of the pre-insecurity phase of society are, 
unconsciously, still active in their mind. Thus to one man 
perhaps the sjnnbol of security and order has an appeal, 
because the group to which he belongs is a pet^y bourgeois 
one now threatened in its slumber ; or else, since the man is 
a m^ber of a group such as the army or the bureaucracy 
whose prestige is bound up with the ^owth of the State, 
what he values is glory. There are still others, for whom 
local independence or folkwa}^ constitute the lost paradise, 
and those to whom it is equality that represents the supreme 
value, because even in the former stable society th^ had 
been outcasts. The several symbols correspond immediately 
to the duuacteristic wishes of the several social strata. 

But this stage of spontaneity in the recreation of mati and 
of groups does not last very long, as in mass society it has 
to be succeeded by a stage of strict organization ; for, of the 
aduevements of modem mass society, only those can endure 
which are sponsored by definite organizaticms or are con- 
tinuously reproduced through the very working of the social 
structme. Thus spontaneous activity on the basis of 
enthusiasm gives place to rigid organization, for which the 
symbol 1^ become nothing more than a lifdess emb le m . 
Just as, in an^ earlier example, hatred, in order to b^me 
socially ^ective, had to be turned into trained hati^. 
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so the new emotional attitudes and working incentives now 
tend to be inculcated and enforced by the group.^ 

Through this petrifying of human relations, which in 
modem nations tend tocrystallize into the militarist pattern,* 
society passes from the stage of unorganized insecurity into 
that of organized insecurity. Society as a whole is still 
insecure, for the causes of the disorder in its functioning are 
not removed and the economic disequilibrium which brought 
about stractural unemployment is still present, and is 
perhaps even increased by tendencies towards self-sufficiency. 
But, though the nation be insecure, new social fonnations 
are being built up which, while providing psychological 
substitutes to some extent for the lost honeycomb of work 
(e.g. unnecessary roads, labour-camps, and rearmament), 
at the same time help to run the national economy at less 
expense. It is now possible gradually to lower the standard 
of livihg, without resistance, by balancing every dose of 
deprivation with some psychological substitute, by finding 
scapegoats and creating occasions for collectively guided 
enthusiasm. The less bread, the more circuses 1 
The essential feature of this new type of society is that 
it affords channels not only for economic and administra- 
tive activities, but also for new psychological adjustments. 
Not only government and industry are planned, but the 
psychic d^urbances and the general breakdown are 
deliberately guided for the benefit of those who still maintain 
their ration^ calculation and, because they stand more 
or less outside the focal points of the general collapse, are 

^ This passing from the purely emotional* through the utcmian* to the 
organized stage* may have been ihe typical process of genesis of institutions 
in the past. <^y ta<iay* when we are witnessing the sudden growth of 
new institutions in our midst* do we realize the importance of the symbolic 
element in primitive institutions. Most of our institutions have long 
since solidified into relations and functions with no symbolic aura (take* 
for instance, our business relations or, say, a post-office). In primitive 
communities the symbolic glorification of the institution still prevails 
and there is an appeal, through magic or mere customary rites, to the 
original emotions. 

* There are special reasons for the choice in this case of the militarist 
model. We have seen how in the first stage of unorganized insecurity, 
when the old order of society is vanishing, a regression to earlier social 

S ttems is to be expected. In inland states the old army pattern naturally 
d great strength. The officials dismissed from the md army were busy 
tdter tile war in reorganiidng the dissolved cadres of bourgeois society 
into ^uasi-miUtary formations. The military mind had no other con- 
c^tkm of or|[uiixed security but that characteristic of a state at war. 
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able to remain sober. They may consciously desire even 
war or autarchy, for what is economically irration^ for 
a whole nation may still be profitable to particular groups — 
of industrialists, army leaders, and of&dals. Their psychology 
is mainly to be explained in terms of a gamble in which, 
though the nation lose, they should still get rich. Ju^ as 
the military caste re-establishes itself by using in its ^wn 
country the same methods as during the war it used\in 
occupied territory, the industrial and commercial bosses 
consider their country, once the stage of organized insecmity 
is reached, as a field for exploitation almost equivalent 
to a colony. And they use the new situation for the preparing 
of an imperialist expansion, because for their enormous 
monopolies the closed territory of their own country is too 
small. 

Within the network of new pseudo-activities ' a 
psychological readjustment seems to take place. Through 
the instituting of inexpensive new systems of honours and 
distinctions, social ambitions are once more given satisfaction 
and the man who, following the loss of his job, had lost his 
self-respect finds it again through a position in some 
organization which puts others under his control. In the 
party there is no one at the bottom, for below the lowest 
is the outcast, the Jew. Foresight and calculation are 
restored, too, as tas^ have some sort of pattern again, 
and festivities and manoeuvres have to 1% prepared a 
long way ahead. There is no longer reason to resort to 
the diverse forms of self-mutilation ; the continuous 
exhibition of the organized power of the state does away 
with that. 

The organization of insecurity has gbove all the advantage 
that there is no longer a feeling of object-loss and as long 
as the system functions and an emotional and S 3 mbolic 
atmosphere overlies its rigid military order people will 
willin^y obey and subordinate their individual preferences 
to the dictates of the central machinery. Those who 
formaly lacked direction enjoy the inescapable automatism 
of the machine. To them it does not matter that in certain 
fields freedom has gone ; only sodal t 3 rpes who, like the 
intelligentsia and some of the entrepreneurs, have prertiously 
learned to use and value freedom of thought, lament its 
loss. Most men have thdr roots in tiie oldo: types of 
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traditional society and lack the habit of personal initiative 
and the capacity to enjoy responsibility. They crave rather 
for subjection to a rule and are glad when they can glide 
on from one well-defined situation to another. 

In such a society those who are leaders enjoy the possibility 
of raising hatred on one day and appeasing it on the next. 
Society becomes a structure where one presses a button and 
the expected reaction occurs. One day the detestation of a 
neighbouring country may be preached, on the next you 
decide to live in friendship with it for ten years. In the 
phase of unorganized, as compared with that of organized 
insecurity, quite a different psychology characterizes the 
individual. In the former phase the psychological reaction 
of the people was important, the psychology of the masses 
governed eveiything. In the latter it seems as if the masses 
have abandoned their individual psychic life, at least as 
far as public affairs are concerned, and are ready to turn 
into robots. It is as if the sociologist had only to deal with 
the peculiar psychology of the leaders. 

In the first stage of unorganized insecurity these leaders 
play no very important rdle. So long as everything is fluid 
numerous petty leaders arise — ^in place of the notabilities 
of the vanishing order — ^but theirs is only a transitory 
influence. After the first fermentation, however, a new 
differentiation into guiding, and guided, groups occurs. 
Spontaneous s}/mbol-integration can take place only in a 
small community ; in mass societies after the first 
spontaneous reactions a more or less conscious control of 
these symbols and of the emotions connected with them 
is needed. This manipulation is performed by people whose 
personal psychological constitution and aptitudes especially 
enable them to take the lead.^ 

Max Weber observed that even in primitive com- 
munities the psycho-pathological t3fpes usu^y become the 
prophets, saviours, and reformers, changing the old ways 
of Ufe and breaking down the old magical attitudes. In 
his view this is because in societies whose customs are 
sanctioned mainly by magic it is the pqrchopath who is 
unadjusted and who therefore dares to break these old 
habits^ which are no longer fitted to the changed 

* Laaiwdl give* in his books a valnaUe analysis at this management 
oi symbols. " 
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situations, and is able to discover new and better adji^sted 
attitudes. Thus it was the Jewish ecstatic prophets j who 
destroyed those established traditional attitudes 1 per- 
sonified in the official priesthood. \ 

It is not to be expected that the old bureaucracy on the 
country or the former commercial and industrial leai^ers 
trained in the ways of rational calculation will find the 
secret of symbol-manipulation. They need an alliance 
with a new kind of leader, and this leader, and the petty 
leaders, mast come chiefly from those holes and comers 
of society where even in normal times irrational attitudes 
prevailed and where the catastrophe of unorganized 
insecurity was most severe and prolonged. Thus the leader 
must himself have experienced that emotional rhythm 
which is common to those who have been most exposed to 
the shocks of a partial dissolution of society. But, by itself, 
mere emotional irrationality is not enough, and the leader 
and most of the petty leaders must also have a sense of 
calculation which will grow more acute as unorganized 
gives way to organized insecurity. 

The calculation connected with symbol-manipulation 
is not the same as, for example, commercial calculation, 
and, as a woman may be of little use in business yet skilful 
in judging the moods of her husband, so an individual, 
hopeless as a bureaucrat, may be expert in calculating and 
expressing the changing shifts or emotions in .others. In 
m^em mass society these leaders purposefully transform 
the spontaneous symbolic attitudes into manipulated 
patterns of thought, sentiment, and action. 

It is not very easy to distinguish, in the first stage, 
between rational interest and wish-fulfilling dreams and 
gestures. The interconnectedness between interest and 
irrational symbolic striving is far deeper than some abstract 
thinkers would imagine. Marxism, as the product of a 
highly rational and intellectualized age and group, not 
only over estimates the driving power of explicit economic 
interests, but puts alternatives in too sharp a contrast, 
as also did the commercial and liberal mentality of 
the eighteenth and nineteenth-century philosophers and 
economists. 

Even in rational strivings irraticmal tendencies are latent, 
and Glover is not wrong when he says that, very often. 
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"conscious preoccupation with reality and mainly self- 
preservative situations ” covers unconscious motivations.^ 
It frequently occurs that through unconscious urges, sudi 
as transformed or displaced sadistic attitudes, or for the 
sake of glory, we indrilge in rational calculation, in money 
making, and in ruthless pursuit of personal advantage. 
On the other hand the American sociologist Wirth hit &e 
nail on the head when he wrote that " interests duml^ below 
the surface of any kind of activity and it is only in certain 
spheres of life, in economics, and to a lesser degree in 
politics, that they have been made explicit and articulate 
Therefore, in my view, the crucial problem is not whether 
irrational motives disguise themselves under rational 
attitudes, or whether behind rational behaviour some 
unconscious interest is at work. Taking it for granted that 
the rational and irrational are interwoven, we most discover 
in what circumstances the various forms of rational interests, 
slumbering under the surface, become explicit. 

It remains, therefore, for us to ask what those social 
factors are which help to bring to consciousness the so-called 
rational interest and thus may possibly lead tothebreakdown 
of the sort of society we have been considering. 

The S3rstem has, as vre have seen, a relatively gleat 
elasticity for not only does it manage production and 
consumption, the defence services and administration, 
but by means of regulation it assists in the adjustment 
of men's wishes to changing situations. It is capable of 
postponing the breakdown in that it controls the subjective 
side of the process, and is able to compensate if not for the 
economic dis-equilibrium at least for the psychological 
maladjustment. 

There is, nevertheless, a fundamental contradiction 
which makes for its possible collapse. And this contradiction 
is to be found in the mutually antagonistic worki^ of 
mechanisms withm it v^hich foster the growth of conflicting 
impulses. Everything depends on whether the new 
organizations which have been superimposed upon society 
during the period of organized insecurity are strong enou|^ 

‘ Glover, War, SaJim, and Pacifism, London, 1933, p. 183. 

• WSrtli, la his Ftefsce to M a nnhe i m , K., Ideofcity ami Uf^ia, ap. 
p. Mdv. 
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to establi^ the new set of values and sjrabolic strivinp as 
having more reality than the older motivations, the desire 
for economic gain and for a higher standard of life. \This 
does not mean that I am assuming that man’s wish^ in 
themselves are only real when conforming to the concept of 
the homo economicus. We all know how very difficult 
it was for the absolutist mercantilist system in Pru^ia 
for instance to train people to strive for profits instead 
of keeping to their former humble standards. But 1 
am convinced that any new system which departs from 
capitalism has to reckon with the possibility that the 
masses may rapidly identify themselves once more with 
the older tension-system, the original aim of which is 
economic gain. If this happens, the new standards of honour 
and prestige will be felt once more as mere substitutes. 
Thus the problem of the new Elites who control the symbols 
is to suppress the older mechanism of capitalist society by 
means of the superimposed institutions of the new social 
technique. If there are factors in the industrial system and 
in the remnants of the property system which keep 
alive the old set of acquisitive wishes, then they may easily 
fail. 

The underlying crisis produced by unemployment, even 
in the stage of organized insecurity, will make itself felt 
as soon as the new form of psychological adjustment, with 
its motivations of honour and prestige, ceases to function. 
The whole propaganda machinery becomes vain and mean- 
ingless as soon as the capitalistic aspirations break through 
and the new symbols are felt as being mere symbols and 
people cease to have faith in the corresponding activities. 
Once this happens on a large enough scale and penetrates 
even to the ranks of the armed forces, the crisis becomes 
apparent and panic breaks through once more. But at this 
sta^e the psychol(^cal breakdown, the panic, is much 
more dangerous than it was in the phase of unoiganized 
insecurity. 

It is not so much an object-withdrawal which brings 
alMut the general tension, but what I would call a “ motive- 
withdrawal". The institutions, the reified relations, are 
stiU present, but dissociated from those motivations which 
originally worked through them. Such an estrangement 
from the goods of the world, and its powers, occurred among 
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the early Christians. Such an alienation or motive- 
withdrawal may occur as soon as the more fundamental 
mechanisms of industrial society assert themselves against 
the totalitarian superstructure. As is well known, the 
greatest danger of war lies in the situation just described. 
In capitalist surroundings, in a society which is still based on 
private property, it is very likely that sooner or later the 
s5anbols of prestige and honour will lose their character 
of reality in the estimation of the masses and loyalty to 
the social machine will thus become problematic. 

In the stage of unorganized insecurity, the object- 
withdrawal had not led to war because the psychological 
breakdown was not canalized. The confusion was intense 
enough to destroy a part of the former 61 ite, but could not 
be drawn upon for purposes of outward aggression. It may be 
simpler for the Elites, now that the emotional channels have 
been established and the war machine is ready, to divert 
the mind of the masses from the growing social tension by 
taking refuge in war and so obviating the alienation of the 
population. 

To sum up, this brief study has not attempted to give a 
complete analysis of the causes of war. My examples are 
not even meant as an exhaustive study of the evolution of 
unemployment, insecurity, and Fascism as factors making 
for war in our age, but merely to show more concretely the 
kind of help psychology can give if it is integrated into the 
economic analysis of capitalistic development in its present 
stage. The meaning of these considerations is not that 
psychological processes are independent and therefore 
ultimately responsible for what has happened and what is 
going to happen, but that the economic maladjustment 
cannot be fully understood unless its psychological 
implications and consequences are put into their proper 
place. It is the concrete sequence, the real concatenation of 
structural changes, which must be reconstructed in its main 
phases if a real control is to be achieved. 

War itself is the outcome not of some invariable 
instinct like aggressiveness, but partly of the faulty 
elaboration of psychological tendencies through institutions, 
and partly of the desperate flight of people into collective 
aggression when unco-ordinated institutions clash and bring 
about the feeling of general insecurity. 
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Hardly anyone wants war. The new ways of drifting 
into a world catastrophe which neither the leaders nor peir 
peoples really desire is the most tragic example of whai one 
can call objective dynamics in history. Through! the 
accumulation of effects, economic, social, and psychologual, 
which are not inten^d by those who initiate thl^m, 
things happen which are definitely repulsive to the peolple 
who are acting. It is a veritable nightmare that we 
should arm and drill men for ends which very few, 
if any of them, in their hearts really want. We are liars 
caught in our lies. Public utterances were never less 
l^eved. Most of our great ideals are being more dis- 
credited than ever by their wholesale use in the market- 
place, and still we march whenever the command comes. 
In our solitary hours our most horrible vision is the 
collapse of civilization by the explosion of the bombs we 
store, but we blackmail each other with the fear of 
war until the blackmail catches up with the blackmailers. 
We anticipate that there will be war. People predict dates 
for its beginning. Only who fights whom and why is still 
unknown. Nationalist slogans call little people who love 
their homes and gardens to become heroes by killing other 
little people who love their homes and gardens. There has 
seldom been a generation which was less willing for petty 
sacrifice and more likely to pay the supreme one without 
even understanding why. 

Hardly anyone wants war. It is in the main a calamity 
which occurs because men in their activities have not 
learned to take a long range view, to adjust one institution 
to another, and to think in terms of a red psychology. But 
how can they leam to act on the basis of a broader ins^ht 
if not even the social scientists aim at correlating the 
results of partial observations in order to detect the reason 
for the maladjustment in the structure of society as a whole, 
if they, too, do not aim at real knowledge, but divide their 
investigations into watertight compartments in order to 
escape responsibility, and work with a fictitious ad hoc 
instinct-philosophy of some kind or other which itself is 
part of a mentdity that is unconsciously making for war ? 

The disentanglement of this network that is strangling us 
can only come about through action. But it is untrue, 
despite the scepticinn so frequently put forward to the 
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contrary, that we can know little or nothing about the 
working of our society and about the forms that action can 
take. We could know enough to understand the main 
direction of. events if we only had the will to control the 
situation which will otherwise enslave us, and the' courage 
for the kind of thought necessary in our age. 




Part IV 


THOUGHT AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 




I 


The REDiREcnoN of Man's Thought and Wnx 

Hie main problem in the remakii^ of man is to trans- 
fonn his thought and action. Just as obstacles always 
arise in chang^ from one economic system to another, 
from one politiod opinion to another, so we meet with the 
same resistances when we have to t hink or act in a new way. 
We are experiencing a similar problem on a large scale to- 
day. The best solution for our present diffi(^ties is to 
become fully conscious of these resistances, and to consider 
how far they can be counteracted. 

It was one of the greatest achievements in the evolution 
of man when, with dow but unbroken progress, he learned 
to record his own history. He has taken a new step forward, 
when he can live his own history in the spirit of experiment 
and create out of the emergent forces of the sodal process 
the knowledge and the will to shape history itself. The 
older epic form of historiography placed the individual 
man and individual events in the foreground. The novel 
contribution of the sociological view of the past and 
present is that it sees history as a field for experiment 
and reform. Corresponding to this transition from ^e 
epic to the sociological view of history, there is now emerging 
a new of self-analysis on a similar sociological level 
The analysis of external events soon ^urs man on to analyse 
himsdf in the same way. Anyone who would brow how the 
world can be changed by changing man must first carefully 
observe how the present world has made us into the men we 
are at present. The history of autobiography is in this con- 
nection one of the most valuable sources df infdnnaticm, 
because two things can be observed at the same time: 
^tly, and indfrectly, we can observe the nature of the 
introspective attitudes of men in the past— in vduch way 
and for vdiat purpose they observed themsdves ; further, 
^ can see how d^ereat social and historical shuatioiDs 
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fostered different forms of personality, and how r these 
different forms of introq)ective attitudes unconsmously 
fulfil certain social functions. Seen from this angle the 
modem form of sdf-anal3rsis is the expression of m new 
attitude to social events and is not to be confounded \ with 
older forms of self-observation. \ 

There have been at least two forms of self-observatio^ in 
history, which must not be confused. The older form was 
derived for the most part from a kind of egotism. The saints, 
for example, observed themselves mainly for the purpose 
of self-redemption and self-perfection. Even though 
altruistic in their philosophy, in the act of self-observation 
they were concerned with themselves and themselves alone. 
The modem observer (for instance Rousseau) is concerned, 
on the other hand, with himself mainly in so far as he can 
use his knowledge of the origins of his psychological defects 
as a universal remedy for society as a whole. In the same 
tradition, the modem sociolc^cally inclined psychologist 
or psycho-analyst, having once traced certain of his own 
psychological troubles such as feelings of guilt and inferiority 
to environmental maladjustments in early childhood, does 
not rest content until he has produced a theory which 
enables him to combat similar psycholc^cal difficulties in 
other men. This form of self-anal3;sis has a levelling tendency 
and disregards individual differences because it is concerned 
with the general aspects of the human personality and its 
capacity for transformation. Probably no one formulated 
this sociological view better than Lorenz von Stein who, 
foUowing Louis Reybaud, described the life of Saint Simon 
as an " experimental ’’ one.^ 

In this type of experimental self-observation planned 
thinking is already unconsciously at work. Man does not 
accept human nature as represented in himself or his 
fellow-men as the unalterable gift of God, nor does he, as 
on the pantheistic level, regard the soul with sympathetic 
resignation as a part of nature which caimot be intellectually 
tmderstood and which can only be grasped through awe. 
Instead he approaches himself expmmentally, just as he 
approaches the objective facts of this world. 

^ Cl stein, Lorenz von, GesckichU der soHakn B 0 wegungin in P tmhfHeh 
von i78^ his auf unsere Tags, new edition, edited by Gottfried Salomon, 
Miiiiclien, 1021, vd. ii, p. 141. 
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In order to understand this sort of attitude we must 
be clear that thought is not an independent self-contained 
and abstractly intelligible fact but is intimately bound up 
with action. The form and content of thought vary with 
the situation we are thinking about. Thought. does not 
create the world, but rather in a given world with a given 
structure a givra form of thought is an instrument whi<h 
may, at a certain moment either be adequate or inadequate 
or e^ be in the process of becoming increasingly adequate. 
There is no thought “ as sudi *' ; a specific type of living 
creattire thinks in a world with a specific type of structure 
in order to fulfil certain specific life-functions. 

In the following paragraphs we want to show in detail how 
changes in the nature of thought are intimately and directly 
bound up with changes in the nature of the conduct and 
action of which it is really a part. As soon as a new type of 
conduct emerges in history a corresponding type of thought 
necessarily follows to accompany it. \i^at even prag- 
matists do not, however, realize as a role is that there are 
very different types of action, and that as long as they 
are not carefully ^stinguished, the basic transformations in 
thought caimot adequately be described. 

We shall distinguish here between radius of action afid 
radius of foresight. By raditts of action we understand 
the extent of the causal sequences directly brought about 
by our initial activity and remaining more or less under 
our control. By radius of foresight we understand the 
length of the causal chain which can be more or less 
accurately forecast in a given situation as regards this 
initial activity. Normally, every action sets up unlimited 
causal sequences and man is usually only able to foresee and 
control ^e more immediate consequences of his action. 
Thus, the greater the degree of technical and institu- 
tional control in a given society, the greater the radius 
of both action and foresight. 

If, for instance, I sow seeds in spring, at a certain level of 
technical and social development I can predict with 
reasonable accuracy that a considerable proportion will later 
come up as corn. There are, however, a large numbar of 
incalculable elements, both social and naturm. I cannot 
know, for instance, whether or not my crops will be spoiled 
l>y drought or flood. I cannot know, eith», that the 
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warriors of some neighbouring tribe wiU not march acmss 
my unripe fidds. But as soon as I introduce new institutions 
— for instance, irrigation, to counteract drought, or abody 
of armed guards to wat(± over my Adds — then the r^us 
of my action grows in so far as more and more links in the 
cauml drain come directly under my control, and opne* 
spondingly my rai^ of fores^ht becomes both larger ^nd 
more reliable. 

Before we can attempt to examine how the needs of a 
changed social order create a corresponding new t 3 rpe of 
thought, we must be dear as to the nature of the following 
three fimdamental stages in the history of thought, which 
may provide a frame of reference for such an investigation. 

The first traces of thinking, which still betray the idation- 
diip between animal behaviour and primitive formS'' of 
human thought are, as far as we can see to-day, characterized 
1^ the fact of chance discovery preceded by trial and error. 
Both the animal's adjustment to nature and the behaviour 
of the primitive group which is ruled by custom and tradition 
are based on diance discovery (Finden). In a world in which 
man carries (m his struggle with nature directly, and in 
which natural selection regulates every process, some 
individual or group discovers acddentally, among a very 
large numbo’ of possibilities, the kinds of reaction whidb 
fit a given situation. The ac^vement of thought then lies 
in remembering the correct solution whidi has been dis- 
covered. Nati^ selection henceforth works through this 
a^evement in the sense that those ^oups whidi caimot 
retain and transmit the right way of doing things, inevitably 
^ out. In order to preserve this find, there is no need 
i<x a precise, reflecting knowledge of the environment which 
tonight about the successful adaptation. All that is 
necessary is that the positive prescriptions and taboos 
whidi the tribal ancestors had worked out on . the basis 
of aidi a discovery, should be faithfully kept. If the sur- 
roundings or the social order change consideraldy, so riiat 
a new wd of collective bdiaviour is required, the older 
frmn of group organization must either be Ikoken or limited 
in scope, so that better adjustnunts may again be disr 
covered by the more or less consdous " frial and error *■ 
expttiments of the individual. These in thdr turn bsocmie 
traditional by tiie same method of imitatkm arid taboo 
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and are janserved so long as one can adapt oneself socially 
to these conventions and the social order can Ins made to 
work. The primitive stage of food gatherers and hunters is 
an example of this type of social life, which is now omunonly 
recogniaed as the original form of sodal and economic 
organization. Even to^y we react to many situations with 
a type of thor^t and conduct which is still at the level 
of “diance disravery". 

Great progr^ was made beyond this " chance discovery " 
type of teasoiiing when single tools and institutions were 
consciously modified and then directed towards particular 
goals. This phase in the history of thought may be called 
the stage of inventing (Erfinden). At this level ntan 
had to imagine a definite goal and then think out in 
advance how to distribute h^ activities in a given way 
over a certain period of time with this goal in view. He 
did not in such cases have to think beyond the task 
immediately at hand. But he had at least to be able to 
imagine how the object of his thought fitted into the 
immediate environment. He had also to be able to foresee the 
most probable consequences of an event. The entire develop* 
ment of technology from the simidest tools and instruments 
through the use of the plough and the taming of domestm 
animals up to the use of steam and electricity and all inven- 
tions which, toachieveagivengoal, deliberately combine ways 
of thought and action 'whidi we shall desciilie more exacuy 
later, work within the framework: of this type of thinking. 
In the same sense one can “ invent " or establish an ’ 
association or organize an administrative staff, with a 
definite goal in view, and give it a place in an masting 
society. 

Once these objects, methods, and institutions haite been 
invented within ^ fr^ework of an ordy partly r^[ulated 
society, a process of sdection w(»:]dng bdiind the backs 
of the individuals omcemed decides whetiier th^ will* 
survive or die out. Historical events at this " mvmiting ” 
stage of devdbpment are a peculiar mixture of the results 
of natural sdection and of institutions adiich have beoa 
scioudy fort^ and thought out. This means above all 
that this type of thinking, with its limited gcnls, is tts^ 
the {uoduct of natural evrnits. What a man succeeds in 
pmcdving in sockty and What he fails to see, what 
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immediate tasks he sets as his goal, and the ends fop which 
he o^anizes himself and society, depend on natural 
selection. He rationalizes and suppresses not in terms of 
his own whims, but rather according to adaptations and 
necessities, individual and collective, which in then turn 
are not created by the people involved. Social processes, 
controlled by the understanding on the one hand and 
intellectual achievements, regulated by social processes 
on the other, exist side by side. At one moment man 
has the upper hand, and at another human understanding 
bows to the actual social situation. 

To-day we are in the main still lingering at this stage. 
But the tensions which underlie our conscious goals within 
the larger field of the forces of natural selection, are gradually 
compelling us to pass on to another stage. We will speak 
of planning ^ and planned thinking (Planen) when man and 
society advance from the deliberate invention of single objects 
or institutions to the deliberate regulation and intelligent 
mastery of the relationships between these objects. Formerly 
these relationships were simply governed by the random work- 
ing of cause and effect, and regulated by conflict, competition, 
and the selection they bring in their train. The most 

t 

^ For planning from the bibliographical point of view, planned economy, 
etc., cf. Emil LMerer's article, National Planning,** in the Encyclopedia 
of the Social Sciences ; and K. Mandelbaum and G. Meyer, ** Zur Theorie 
der Planwirtschaft,** in Zeitschrifl fUr Sozialforschung, Jahrg. 3 (1934), pp. 
228 seqq. ; also Mackenzie Findlay (ed.). Planned Society (New York, 1937) ; 
Hall, R. L., The Economic System in a Socialist State, London, 1937 ; Hayek, 
F. A. von, et al. Collectivist Economic Planning, London, 193$ ; Lange, O., 
and Taylor, F., On the Economic Theory of Socialism, Minneapolis, 1938, ed. 
by Bcnj . Lippincott ; Wootton, B., Plan or No Plan, A Comparison of exist- 
ing s^ialist and capitalist economic systems, London, 1934; Lewis, L. 
Lmrwin, ** Planning in a Democracy,** in E. W. Bnrgess, H. Blumer, Publica- 
tions of the American Sociological Society, August, 1935, vol. 29, no. 3; 
Heimann, £., “ Types and Potentialities of Economic Planning,** Social 
Eesearch, vol. 2, 1935. Cf . also in the Bibliography, i, 2, and v, 1~3. As yet but 
little thought has been given to the problems of cultural and educational 
planning with reference to the aspects of the social structure. One of the most 
mteresting attempts is to be found in Kotschnig, op. cit., chapters x and xi. 
An m>proximation to educational planning is contain^ in the Conclusions 
and Recommendations of the Commission on the Social Studies of the American 
Historical Association (New York, 1934). The numerous psychological 
problems of a planned society have been left untouched by social scientists, 
who have concentrated their attention primarily on the economic ajmects. 
Cf. K. Mannheim, ** Present Trends in the Building of Society,** in Human 
Affairs, ed. by R, B. Cattail, T. Cohen, etc. (London, 1937), and Hans 
Speier, ** Fre^om and Social Pumning," in American Journal of Sociology, 
vol. xlii (Jan., 1937). j j 
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decisive change occurs when man awakes to the necessity 
of regi^ting these gaps between existing relationships and 
when, in response to this, new patterns of thought arise. 
First, the pattern of thought is a linear one ; possible chains 
of causal sequences are foreseen of which only the first 
phases are initiated by the acting and thinking subject, the 
rest being left to take their own course according to their 
own laws. The linear pattern of thought takes the form of 
a circular flow where the first elements in the causal chain 
are in oiur new model of thought supplemented by further 
elements, the movement of which tends towards an equi- 
librium, and in which all the factors act upon each other 
simultaneously instead of in an endless succession.^ 

The circular flow works automatically and it is quite 
unnecessary to interfere with it. This closed circle of 
mutual relationships is still on the level of inventive thitddng, 
for it is one-dimensional, as can be seen most clearly in 
the case of classical economics. This one-dimensional 
pattern is turned into a multi-dimensional one when at 
the highest stage of development the separate spheres such 
as politics, economics, etc., which were formerly thought 
to be closed circles, are seen to interact upon each other and 
lead to a multi-dimensional structure. This structure is not 
considered as a static one, as it is continuously subject to 
change ; and from now on the changes in its parts will 
only be felt to have been adequately interpreted if under- 
stood in terms of the changing whole. 

This new way of thinking is balanced by a new way of 
acting. For planning not only changes in^vidual links in 
the causal chain and adds new ernes but also tries to grasp 
the whole complex of events from the position which 
exists in every situation. The mechanism of the cycle of 
events can be mastered and guided only if the appropriate 
key positions are found and deadt with by a new method. 
Conduct directed from the centre of the cycle of events is 

^ Here we refer to the following scheme which underlies Adam Smith's 
^nc^tions: Technical progress raises profits — increased profits mean 
increases in capital and additional demand for labour, whence there 
follows an increase in wages — ^increase in wages raises the birth-rate and 
so, in the long run the supply of labour-~-<increase in the supply of labour 
improves the opportunities for division of labour, leading thereby to new 
technical advances — ^whereupon the cycle begins again. (Cf. L5we, A.« 
^conomict and Sociology, London, 1035, ch. iv.) 
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far more effective, for by using a key position, a nuAiber of 
links in the causal chain can be either initiated, pr con- 
trolled, or even circumvented. Instead of a too limited power 
over immediate goals, there now emerges at variousApoints 
the possibility of direct control of the whole, and of the 
more indirect type of control in individual cases. As soon 
as it is possible to plan the whole and the key positions 
become clear, the single links in the causal chain are no 
longer regarded as immutable and complete in themselves. 

The most essential element in the planned approach is, 
then, that it not only thinks out individual aims and limited 
goals, but also realizes what effects these individual aims 
will in the long run have on wider goals. The planned 
approach does not confine itself only to making a machine 
or organizing an army but seeks at the same time to 
imagine the most important changes which both can bring 
about in the whole social process. 

It is of course clear that the line which divides inventive 
thinking, which is rationally striving to realize immediate 
goals, from planned thinking, is not a hard and fast one. 
No one can say for certain at what degree of foresight and 
at what point in the widening radius of conscious regulation 
the transition from inventive to planned thinking takes 
place. This transition is just as vague as the previous one 
between chance discovery and invention. The most 
primitive form of discovery is probably that in which two 
almost blindly interacting natural factors collide with one 
another : when the infinite variety of situations confronts 
the finite number of possible responses. Out of these the 
right sort of behaviour is crystallized and stabilized through 
unconscious adaptation and selection. We may ask, there- 
fore, whether a discovery which is based on the conscious 
search for a more favourable situation is already an 
invention or whether invention emerges only when factors 
are spontaneously combined in a new way. It would be idle 
to pursue the problem of determining the transition point 
any farther, for the fact that there are in reality indeter- 
minate transitions does not abolish the fundamental 
differences between these two t37pes of thinking. “ Planning " 
as a new stage of the development of thought and action 
is realized in so far as the famously vast arena of 
competition and the ccmsequent process of selectran are 
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increasingly narrowed by regulatory intervention and the 
forces at work are consciously controlled.^ 


II 

Unplanned and Planned Activities 


There is, however, a decisive law which rules us at the 
present moment. Unplanned spheres regulated by natural 
selection on the one hand and deliberately organized pro- 
vinces on the other can exist side by side without friction 
only as long as the unplanned spheres predominate. The 
greater the area and time-span of the social processes 
working according to plan, the harder it is to fit them into 
an unregulated society. V^erever plans to create and main- 
tain particular objects and particular institutions (a factory, 
a school, a poUtical party) involve regulation of the contacts 
between these institutions and others, these plans cannot be 
arbitrarily stopped at random at any point along the 
line. This is true for two reasons ; first because all planning 
makes the individual elements rigid and unadaptable, opd 
secondly because even in the unplanned areas, there is 
less and less opportunity for change and individual 
adaptation. 

^ With the gradual integiatioxi of unplanned events into a planned 
society,, an important stage in the technical control of natm is reached. 
The newly controlled provinces of nature lose their original character 
and become functional parts of tiie social process. That part of nature 
which is not mastered by technology and has not been drawn under ^e 
influence of social conduct wUl for the time being remain eatrarsocial. 
This is not, however, true of those aspects of nature ewch have come under 
the domination of technology. Th^ are suddenly brought into the 
of social interactioiis become, for practical men, problems just like any 

other genuinely social problems. Two illustrations will serve to dear up 
this point concerning the transformation of natural processes into ptobtoms 
of social : 

(а) Reproduction regulated by birth control can no hm^ be 
explained primarily in terms of bidm, but only in connection with the 
other phases of the social process. The Uological forces aia not 
suspemied but axe rather coupled with social ones. 

(б) A whde series of invenl&ms in division of labour and of technology, 
wt^ have increased the productivity of labour and therein saved grMt 
masses from death by starvatiim, can through their repercussions, so 
complicate the social processes of production and distribution that m 
a result Of their incomprdieneidlity and their failure to fu fic ti on prepeilv 
even mere persont euw than wlm natural f oroee were etm uncontiolled. 
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Every element which has been created and prepared for 
a given purpose loses its adaptability when it enters i|ito the 
free area of competition and selection. This is true of 
institutions as well as of living organisms. It is a general 
experience that small economic units, lesser immstrial 
enterprises and small shops can maintain themselves Mtter 
in an economic crisis than huge, inflexible concerns ybich 
caimot readapt themselves. *^6 same principle holds\true 
of a man with specialized training who is fitted to work in 
a highly rationalized and differentiated enterprise and who 
shows himself much less adaptable than the sort of person 
who has become versatile in the course of his natural growth. 
When families lose their social position, the father who has 
been trained as an engineer or as a higher official adapts 
himself with much more difficulty to a new occupation 
and in a new situation than the mother, who has no special 
training and whose life pattern, for this very reason, is 
elastic enough to be adaptable. The husband who has been 
trained for a particular occupation loses his adaptability 
as a result of the one-sided rationalization of his energies 
which his training and occupation have imposed. The wife, 
on the other hand, very often because she has had no pro- 
fession of a specia^ed kind, retains those original forms of 
impulses and thought which are most essential in an 
unorganized social sphere. This form of thought,^ which 
is best adapted to the imregulated sphere of social struggle, 
is, however, marked by the fact that it only sees one step 
at a time as the occasion demands and does not S3^tematize 
its conduct too far. 

In the free implanned sphere where an unregulated 
selection based on conflict and competition prevails, thinking 
which is too far in advance of the immediate situation may 
be dangerous. He who thinks too far in advance and counts 
too much on certain events ties his own hands, in so far 
as he will And it harder to adjust himself to an unpre- 
cedented change in his situation. In the regulated sphere it 
is different. Here the regulation must be carried out in 

^ Tbe Engliah, who have tealized this mode of thought and conduct 
most completely, have coined certain expressions in which this attitude 
is rraresented, such as '' Wait and see and muddle through 
Napoleon, the man of action, meant the same thing when in a social 
situation in a state of dissolution he based his thought and conduct on 
the maxim ** On s*e$igage, puis on osrra.'* 
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thought to its logical conclusion and the chance of success 
depends to a large extent on the capacity to think things 
out in advance. 

Individual chances of escape and the elastic texture of the 
unplanned sphere, on the one hand, and the growing 
necessity for planning can be illustrated by an example from 
everyday life. When, at a traffic crossing, every minute 
or so from both sides one or two vehicles appear each 
going its own way, there is no need for a traffic policeman, 
^ese individual cars are elastic enough in their movements 
to be able to adapt themselves to one another spontaneously 
on a fairly wide street ; that is, they can move out of each 
other's way. On the other hand, plarmed regulation by a 
policeman becomes indispensable as soon as five or ten 
cars appear every second from various directions. As a 
result of the increase in their number, they take up the 
entire width of the street and there is no mof^ room for 
them to move out of each other's way. With such a crowd 
there can be no thought of individual adaptation. Each 
monad must give up its own purpose, and fall in with the 
policeman's plan, which covers them all and lets one group 
go at one time and another at another time. This simple 
illustration enables us to see precisely bow the increasing 
density of events {Dichtigkeit des ' Geschehens) makes the 
possibility of a natural balance through competition or 
through mutual adaptation more and more hopeless. 

The change in the sequence of objective events can 
perhaps be made more vivid by an example which a liberal 
thinker used a short time ago to support his opposition 
to state intervention during the crisis. He said : " If, 
when I was on a climbing expedition a cloud suddenly 
darkened my path, as an experienced mountaineer I should 
not go on trusting either in my stick or in some apparently 
sound calculations, because I might end up worse off than 
before. I should wait until the cloud had passed and then 
continue on my way with a clear road before me." Here 
we can see how the commonsense maxim falls short when it 
attempts to analyse late-capitalistic conditions with con- 
cepts relevant oidy to liberal society. The economic and 
social order in the liberal epoch did indeed resmble the 
unregulated processes of nature, since the rise and fall of the 
economic cycle, like the changes in atmo^hmc conditions. 
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seemed to have a definite pattern vrith a rhythmical re- 
corrence which could be confidoitly foreseen. Sin^ the 
rationahzation, however, of ever wider areas of the eccmomic 
and sodal order, this type of waiting can have\ very 
disastrous results. It is no longer a question of waiting, 
as it once was, for the recurrent favourable phase of the 
(^de : under ^e changed conditions of the present ^na- 
tion it simply does not emerge "by itself". Another 
illustration would fit the present state of affairs. It is as if 
v^e we were making a machine according to plan, 
difficulties arose and, having lost all faith in thought, 
we left the half-finished work to go on by itself.^ To-day 
there is no longer a free movement of the natural economic 
elements which works automatically and tends towards 
equilibrium in the old sense. On the contrary, the elem^ts 
which would tend to re-establish this equilibrium, deviate 
further and further from their course. 

These " disturbing " deviations are partly due to wise or 
unwise attempts at regulation and partly to the inter- 
ference of political, technical, and psychological factors. 
At this stage of devdopment, economic events can be under- 
stood only when we grasp their coimections with those 
series of factors which are fairly independent of them, but 
which are nevertheless in some way related to them. This 
implies, however, that we should try to create, instead of 
the unidimensional conception of economic events a poly- 
dimensional, structural view of the whole social process. 

In the past, in the liberal social order extra-economic 
factors certainly influenced the economic sphere. But then 
the interaction of the various spheres was rather occasional 
and fluctuating. Not merely in theory, but in actual fact, at 
that tune, there was something whidi was very 
like a separate functioning of the various spheres of 
social life. Theory tried to set up individual cross- 
sections of events as independent spheres — ^it formubted 
a pure ecrmomics, a pure system of ethics, a pure political 
science, a pure psychology, according to certain axioms and 
clearly definable points of view. When it did this, beddes 

* la c ommu a teat i n g vends, the frw aiovement of the tioiest 

pettklM, Uquide tend to eqniUbtinnt at Uieir own levde. In our preeent 
nc o n omte aratem tin procns is no longer like this ; inoreadng^y huge 
f»d cmtus are snqtoMled in the fluid, whidi in the end put n stop to 
dreulnnon eKpgether. 
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the arguments which can alwa3rs be used to defend the 
integrity of theory, it found a sanction for its undertaking 
in ^e actual situation of its own time. For owing to the 
nature of society as it was at that time, man did indeed live 
and carry on his work in apparently separate spheres, acting 
sometimes purely economically, at others purely religiously 
and at others purely politically and so on. 

All the practical maxims of that period and the ideals of 
the ruling groups betray a change in the conventions which 
had formerly prevailed. Individuals reorganized themselves, 
and so indirectly reorganized society. The idea of the 
“ policeman state " which was not to concern itself with the 
private affairs of individuals, the demand that economic 
life, too, should be free from state intervention, that religion 
should not influence education, that empirical observation 
should go its way independent of religion and metaphysics, 
that the external legality of law should not be confused 
with the sphere of inner life and of conscience, all these 
maxims reveal in the same way a complete separation of 
different spheres. If we want not merely to reveal this 
striking parallel between the characteristic thought of the 
time and the prevailing life pattern, but also to explain it, 
we should as sociologists raise the question : which hidden 
social mechanisms caused the life of that period to function 
as a number of separate spheres, any more than it does 
to-day, and which mechanisms brought the thinkers of the 
period to conceive of the world accordingly ? 

To answer this question we must first remind ourselves 
that medieval society did not display a tangible separation 
of spheres any more than the stage of social development 
which lies ahead of us. The medieval guild combined in itself 
political power, economic activity, religion, art, and so on, 
and bound them all into an inseparable unity. It regulated 
almost everything in life from technology to prices, from 
religion to the use of leisure. It could do £is because within 
the narrow limits of town economy, nothing was able to 
®scape it, neither the individual as a whole nor any single 
phase of his existence. The central body which organized 
gnomic life was a totalitarian one, and it subjected to 
itself all spheres of social life and fused them into one. In 
this way it was able to dominate the individual comr 
pletely, cm every side, and so to plan the entire society. 
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Totalitarian planning was possible at that time because 
the relationship between the effective radius of action (of a 
purely political, economic, and psychological kind) and the 
extent of the territory to be governed was favourable to 
central regulation. That this was the decisive factor is clear 
from the fact that the free economy which followe(^ the 
guild order arose among individual and productive units 
which could either from the very beginning escape the nartow 
boundaries of town rule (rural industry) or in spite of all 
regulations within the guild, became so powerful that they 
were able to disregard its regulations. 

From this point of view, liberalism appears as a transitional 
phase between two forms of planned order — that of the local 
authorities, on the one hand, and of the territorial state 
organization which was emerging ever more clearly on 
the other. Liberalism appeared and only really existed' in 
that free social area in which the economic subjects who could 
escape from the domination of the local authority could 
adjust themselves to the market directly without being 
subjected to other controls.' 

They were able to maintain themselves in this position 
only so long and in so far as the state which was extending 
itsalf over this free area had not as yet discovered any 
sufficiently effective means of influence. Ultimately the 
radius of means of influence became so great that at a 
new level of integration they were able to control the 
entire structure.* 

When we turn our attention to society in the liberal 

^ From the sociological point of view, the most abstract definition of 
freedom would be that it is nothing but a disproportion between the 
growth of the radius of effective central control, on the one hand, and the 
size of the group unit to be influenced on the other. As long as organized 
control 1^8 behind spontaneous social integration, there are possibilities 
of choosing and ways of escape. Since fre^om is essentially the chance 
for spontaneous initiative, every^ng is reduced to the question of how 
great are the possibilities of individual choice in a given situation, and 
what are the available ways of escaping the apparatus of coercion. The 
concrete dements in these possibilities of choice and escape, work like a 
matrix which more or less mould the character of the individuals and 
groups which emerge from them. The concrete historical forms of these 
characters can be explained to a large extent in terms of this matrix. 
(But cf. for further differentiation of the problem also the last part of the 
book.) 

* Absolutism was only apparently totalitarian. In most cases it did 
not have the means for dominating all the spheres of life of the inhabitants 
of the territory over which it was sovereign. 
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epoch, we have to explain how the individual members of 
that society gradually came in their activities to break the 
total social process up into separate spheres and. to dis- 
tinguish step by step the homo economicus from the homo 
religiosus and this in turn from the homo politicus, and 
so on. These distinctions first developed in the daily 
lives of individuals. Only subsequently were they followed 
by the rediscovery of the fact which, it was said, could be 
perceived in objective reality, that whole spheres are rigidly 
separated from each other, pure economics, pure politics, and 
so on. It is a widespread illusion that spheres of social reality 
are separated. Properly speaking there are no spheres in 
social reality — only in human activity. When the individual 
in his daily life behaves in such a way that he separates his 
religious from his economic motives and conduct, then a new 
type of individual conduct emerges. On a social scale, when 
these new types of separated activities integrate so that the 
economic or religious chain of action of one individual finds 
its counterpart in the economic chain of action of another, 
then the various spheres tend to take on an objective form. 

This change can be traced back to two series of factors. 
First the individuals who escaped the local authorities of 
the town economy and who gradually became free and 
mobile, entered into a variety of unplanned social groups 
and classes. There they behaved in a way which was neither 
regulated in advance nor prescribed. Instead, as the occasion 
demanded, they adapted themselves to the needs of the 
environment in which they were living at the moment. 

When the mobile person appeared in the market place 
be behaved more and more as homo economicus. When he 
came in contact with neighbours in his private life he 
accepted the ethics of neighbourliness. When he met people 
with whom he had other social and economic relationships, 
he changed his tactics with every human contact. 
Occasionally a not too powerful ^ate forcibly interfered by 
means of its taxation, police regulations, and so on. In 
private life religion might play a rdle, and then the contr^t 
between everyday life and holidays became a growing 
indication of the gulf between these worlds, just as the 
separation of the office and the factory from the home played 
an active part in forming a new type of character. Thus the 
different spheres of social life affected the individual in the 
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liberal era, too, but though these spheres existed side by 
side they rarely affected him simultaneously, or cam^ into 
direct and lasting contact with one another. I 

Once this separation of spheres had emerged in the ij^ral 
epoch, it was stabilized by a second series of factors, '^ere 
was as yet no central power which could organize indiviflual 
activities over a wide range, or bind together the relatively 
small economic units. The integration of economic and so^pial 
units makes it more and more difficult to separate the 
standards of conduct required in business and social life.^ 
As, for instance, the competing economic and social units 
increase in size they seek to wrest for themselves powers of 
the most diverse sort (political, juristic, administrative, 
propagandist) and to co-ordinate them for their own 
advantage, to fit in with their own plans and institutio|is. 
Thus it might be said that at the latest stage of sodal 
development a new fusion of the spheres has been brought 
about by means of institutions which afiect them all. 

One can see signs of this tendency towards integrated 
social and economic units, and their struggle to unite the 
various social factors from within, in &e trade-unions' 
attempt to gain a " political wage " and the " state- 
guaranteed " price of the cartels. This tendency is equally 
evident in the great economic enterprises which are ousting 
the consumer's freedom of choice by regulating his needs 
through advertisement. In this way, the interference of 
non-economic activities in the sphere of economics, which 
in the liberal era was only occasional, now directs the course 
of economic events themselves, and the old boundary 
between economics and sociology is thereby swept away. 

All these details should make it clew that, as we pointed out 
before, there is a fundamental distinction between the t3q>e 
of thinking at the most recent stage of social development 
and the thinking adapted to the preceding stage. It must 
also have become clear that in the present situation of 
thought the same tensions occur that we have observed in 
the actual development of present-day society. The con- 
fficts in which that partial thinking became involved tlunugh 
its insistence on half-hearted rationalization and the 


^ Integiatum and interdepeadence an two difiennt principlea, Tbay 
an, however, doaatv ndated to oae aaotbar. 
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separation of spheres are the same as those to be fotmd in 
concrete political and economic processes.^ 

Both a political policy which rationalizes and integrates 
all the machinery of power and control but which allows the 
principle of conUct to continue at the very centre of its 
policy, and a type of economic activity which calculates every 
detail in its own province but which ceases to inquire 
into the psychological nature and origins of the forces which 
drive it, commit in practice the same error of partial 
rationalization and the separation of the spheres. These 
shortcomings cannot be overcome methodologically by 
means of the partial thinking of the theorists in those fields. 

There are certain attitudes of mind which correspond to 
the stages of chance discovery, invention, and plaiming 
and at fimt these exist side by side. But as long as they are 
not in harmony with one another, and the relationships 
between them are not clear, they bring about the same 
confusion of thought as is caused in the outside world when 
actions are based, now on discovery, now on invention, now 
on planning. 

Discovery and invention by no means lose their function 
on the emergence of planning. But problems in thinking 
which can be solved only by planning, cannot be lefh to 
discovery just as, on the other hand, planning always must 
build upon the stages of discovery and invention. In the 
same way, thinking in terms of interdependence (which 
is one aspect of planning) does not supersede abstraction 
with its separation of spheres. But one must know precisely 
how each stage of thought is related to the others and how 
they supplement one another. All this, however, can only 
be answered when we know more about the nature of 
planned thinking and have distinguished it more clearly 
from other forms of thought. 

^ It would not be entirely correct, however, to insist that this is the only 
reason ior the specialization of sociology among the social sciences. It 
is quite likely that one reason why sociology became a special science, 
the subject matter of which did not or was not supposed to overlap with 
that of any other social science, was the pur^y interacademic dispute 
concerning the legitimacy of sociology. From the first sociologists have 
felt that if they were to prove their right to existence, they had to demons 
strate that they had a subject matter on which no one else worked. Thus 
it happened in America that sociologists became preoccupied ^th the 
fuhily, city growth, immigration and assimilation, criminality, ddinquency 
end other subjects which were not treated by history, economics, anthro* 
pology and p^tical science^the sci^ices which had preceded sociology* 
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III 

The Tension between Theory and Practice 

The educated layman, startled by the terrific tension 
between scientific theory and practical thinking, realize for 
the first time that two kinds of thinking, and two funda- 
mentally different ways of dealing with social affairs, exist 
side by side.^ \ 

The la5mian has the general impression that what the 
social scientists know they know more clearly and precisely 
than the practical man, but after a certain point they make 
no attempt whatever to answer those questions which 
actually disturb practical people living in society. Here lies 
the issue. First, however, we must work out in detail the dis- 
crepancy between theory and practice which underlies this 
feeling. In a certain sense the practical man is undoubtedly 
right, for the problems arise just at that level from which 
the social tensions really spring. To go to the root of the 
matter in terms of the distinctions which we made above : 
the dissatisfaction of the practical man is a sign of the tension 
which arises from the fact that the social sciences are still 
at »the stage of partial thinking, whereas in the practical 
adjustments which are bound up with the real conflicts of 
social life people are forced more and more to attack their 
problems in terms of interdependent thinking. The sciences 
dealing with social relations both in their approach and in 
their frame of reference are still at the historical stage where 
man wants to understand individual objects and relation- 
ships in order to be able to reproduce them. The contem- 
porary thinking of the practical economist or politician, 
arising out of the needs of society as a whole, is actuated 
more and more by the conflicts which spring from the 
interactions of the spheres and the clash between projects 

^ The remarks made above on the problems of thinking in the social 
sciences are summaries of a longer methodological study which is as yet un- 
published . Here we have enter^ into the question only so far as the limited 
space of this book j>ermit8. There is an attempt to state similar problems 
from the point of view of economics in L6we. A., Economics and Sociohiy, 
Lcmdon, 1935, and his Economic Analysis and Social Structure/* in 
Manchester School, vol. vii, no. 1. Frank H. Knight's " Nationalism and 
Economic Theory," in Ethics of Competition (New York, 1936), contains 
many penetrating remarks on this subject. Cf. also in the ** Bibliography " 
in, Ig, Psychological and Sociological Elements in Economics.^* 
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which have been independently worked out. The distinction 
between theory and practice is by no means only that which 
scientists have naively been accustomed to conceive it to be 
— ^namely the distinction between superficial and more 
exact knowledge, between obscure and dear concepts, 
although of course this distinction, too, has a very krge 
element of truth in it. It is primarily a matter of attitude to 
quite different levels of reality and of distinctive ways of 
dealing with reality. In pure theory and in empirical pre- 
cision the sdentific investigation of social phenomena has 
attained a high level. But as regards the technique of 
synthetic observation an intelligent journalist or a leading 
man of affairs often states the problem in a much more 
sophisticated way. 

We can now consider a few examples which show how 
partial thinking at the level of discovery underlies the 
whole approach and framework of the main achievements 
of modem sociological research. We shall show further how 
this frame of reference excludes everything which would 
facilitate the transition of scientific work into plarmed 
thinking with its interdependent approach to social problems, 
and so into the real world of practical life as it exists in 
present day society. • 

What are the greatest accomplishments of the social 
sciences and on what are they based ? Inasmuch as we are 
not concerned here with a detailed methodology and logic, 
we will sununarize briefiy the most striking processes of 
thought in those achievements which lie within the frame- 
work of our problem.^ In an ascending series from the con- 
crete to the most abstract, we have the following types of 
theoretical approach ; — 

(a) Exact description * of concrete, individual social facts 

^ As regards the following study, cf. my statements in Die GegenwartS” 
aufgaben der Sonologie (Tubingen, 1932), where 1 tried to make use of 
a framework not unlike the methodological outline given above to deter- 
mine the fields of sociology and their doctrinal form. 

• Obviously this pure description of unic^ue phenomena already contains 
within itself a tendency towards generahty and repetition. It can be 
either ** scientific ** or ** artistic Scientific description is on the level 
of inventive thinking, because it unconsciously picks out those features 
which are fairly general and are needed for the reproduction of the object. 
That scientific description is not indiscriminate description can be sm 
by this fact — ^that wery^ing is not described but only tibose characteristic 
features which are ** necessary for the understanding of the object , 
which simply means that we dMcribe only what we would have to 
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(e.g. an exact descriptum of the condition of a given family, 
of a given constitutitHi, etc.). 

{b) Corapatative description of a number of indi\|idual 
so(^ facts which bdong in the same category. We ay to 
&ul out how the same phenomena may vary. By comraring 
a large number of families or constitutions in >m^os 
perkxte and in various countries we may succeed in accur j 
defining the scope and the characteristics of the co^^ 
spending genersd concepts. Or we may find it more useful 
to introduce “ types which, just because they are less 
abstract than general concepts, will reflect more adequatelj^ 
the variability, and do more justice to the concrete indi- 
viduality, of the single facts compared. All this is almost 
entirely in terms of observation and description, but is not 
properly anal 3 rtical knowledge. We ascend from this to : — 

(c) The explanation proper of social objects in terms, of 
cau^ connections. In order to arrive at these we con- 
ceive of the existing objects as the result of past devdop- 
ments. At the same time we break them up into dements, 
the present combination of the latter as ^ing the result 
of the interplay of forces and factors operating upon them. 
Therei^n we come to : — 

(d) the point of view which searches for r^ularities in the 
operation of the general factors. This, however, works 
itself out at two levels — 

(i) in which the factors (foTces) are understood on the level 
of descriptive concepts in their concrete tangibility and 
immediacy, as common-sense observation usually copes 
with them. 

(ii) in which they are reduced to even more general, 
more abstract, more formalized principles (which are 
emptied to an increasing extent of their historical content). 

At the levd of concrete description one could, for 
instance, d^ne a constitution as the institutional stabiliza- 
tion (based^ on contract) of the fundammital duties and 
rie^ts of dtizens and ofifidals of tiie state. Only a precise 
an^ysis diows that the concepts which are appU^ here 
an ad hoc concepts, that is to say common-sense observa- 
tion landuced them rather vaguely. They can be further 

know If m wanted to change or to i«odnce the ol^ect An artiatie 
deecr ipt ion of the unique has a quite difiereut guiding prine^, nam^y 

stunulatiott of moods and aenti manta, cultnzal values, and so on. 



TENSION BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE 167 

investigated and reduced to those simpler processes of whidi 
they are made up. “ State," " contract,” " institutiomdi* 
zation," "duties," "rights," “freedom,” “obligation," 
"power," etc., are complexes which must be carefully 
observed in their actusd working and reinterpreted as 
potentials of forces or as the interplay among them. A 
second definition which would conceive of the constitution 
as a formal crystallization of the existing balance of power 
between the various groups in the community struggluig 
for supremacy can indeed transcend the concrete facts to 
the extent that it finds that the essence of the constitution 
is something whidi is not directly perceptible, but which is 
a prindple from which most of the specific contents of 
concrete individual constitutions could be explained. 

Now one can be even more predse in the eiqilanation of 
these prindples which represent fundamental forces and can 
ask further : What is really meant by power ? The answer, 
“ It is every action which compels certain actions in others " 
— ^win, because of its still greater abstractness and generality, 
bring out the common elements in a wide range of phenomena 
whi^, at the level of concreteness, are still radically different 
from one another. By means of this abstraction, it becomes 
evident that in addition to the quite obvious and tangible 
forms of power in which physical coercion appears, th^ 
are also elements of power in economic life, in adminis- 
trative machinery, in the agendes which form opinion. 
Hence, in considering the struggle for state power by various 
groups and in the definition of the balance of power, all these 
factors must be brought under a common rubric and taken 
fully into account. In other words : by deepening the pro- 
cess of abstraction in the right way, the increasingly formal 
definitions embrace more and more concrete processes and 
phenomena which could formerly be regarded as ultimately 
irredudble facts. (In the same way, " freedom ” can be 
further formalized and reduced to the most abstract 
I»indples. Cf. our own attempt at a definitum, p. 160, 
footnote). 

The tendency in all these processes of thought, to reduce 
concrete ideas to more abstract <mes (a stage tiirough which 
all sciences which strive for predsum must pass), is to be 
found also in the attempt to reduce the multiididty d 
social i^enomena to a nmaber of fundamental processes 
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and axiomatic concepts. This method aims at explaining 
every social event in terms of these axiomatic processes 
and relationships. Where questions of control and J social 
guidance are at stake, it is hoped that ultimately certain 
desirable ends can be brought about by working in terms 
of these basic concepts. At the same time this rediKtive 
process implies a tendency to measure those elementary 
factors in terms of quantity. \ 

If one examines this programme more closely, if is 
obvious that two things have been omitted, apparently 
intentionally. One is the absolutely exact perception of 
the individual event as we meet it in unique situations (the 
“ accidental ”, the " historical ”), and the other is the 
investigation of those regularities and inter-connections, 
ihosb prindpia media, which do not operate in every society 
but which define the particular character of a certain socid 
pattern. We will have something more to say about these 
principia media later on. In what follows we will point 
out that implied in the scientific frame of reference described 
above, is a mode of thought which begins with the setting of 
imme^te goals, i.e. it is on the level of inventive thinking. 
Only the man who is interested in producing isolated 
individual objects according to a general principle will try 
to discover the general laws governing their origin and 
transformation of a whole class of object. Such a person 
has advanced beyond chance discovery to the extent that 
he does not take the objects as he finds them ; he ignores 
their unique and individual qualities and goes back to 
general factors, in order to recombine them so that he may 
" invent ” a new object. The tacit intention which is at 
work even in the most remote processes of sociological 
tiiought in its search for laws and generalizations, is the 
question : How can I satisfy this or that social need with 
the aid of a measure or institution which is to be based 
on general principles of social interaction ? But this question 
is asked without entering more deeply into the way 
in which this institution is embedded in the concrete 
environment. A direct leap is made from immediate con- 
creteness into the sphere of the most general laws and 
I»inciples. In this— as in every attempt to transcend the 
particular historical framework— the fact remains that in 
these processes of thought a type of mind is at work which 
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sees individual objects and individual relationships within 
the framework of a ** world in general " but which does not 
at the same time, try to rebuild the actual framework in 
which these individual objects are expected to function. 
The seemingly great abstraction which prevails in this 
treatment does not arise from the broad and creative con- 
ception of the world peculiar to the abstract type of 
approach, but rather from a remoteness from the world, if 
by " world " one understands the interdependence of a 
particular event with the manifold factors which really 
cause it. This highly abstract method of thought is the 
highest refinement of an approach which seeks to realize 
both practically and theoretically only isolated individual 
objects, isolated individual causal sequences, isolated 
individual complexes of wishes, but which does not yet 
dare to concern itself with the concrete structure into which 
this individual object is to be integrated in either theory 
or practice.^ 

The social scientist in the next stage of social develop- 
ment wiU be actuated neither by bravado nor by idle 

^ It is one of the peculiarities of the history of thought that the develop- 
ment of a particular style of thought tends to suppress or totally to 
obscure the significance of the remaining scyles of experience and thought. 
We shall show later (cf. Part V, 1, esp. p. 241 ff.. of the book) how our modem 
scientific development which is based on ''inventive" thinking and 
ultimately on the needs of technique, tends to obscure the fact that the direct 
phyucal and psychic contact and perception of an object affords an equally 
vaUd source of knowledge. It is by no means true, that these offer no 
knowledf^9 — ^the knowledge we obtain thereby is merely an entirely different 
t3rpe from that abstract inventive knowledge which tries to *' produce ", 
and '' use " the object and therefore conceives of it in functions terms. 

Inventive thinking does not confine itself to the object as it presents 
itself immediately. The above classification of theoretical approaches, 
ranging firom the most concrete to the most abstract, shows this clearly. 
Knowledge based on intuition, on the other hand, keeps very dose to the 
object at hand and tries to extract its information from the object as it 
ffnds it. The intuitive approach does not aim at understandii^ the object 
with a view to constructing it out of its elements. Inventive thinkmg, 
however, even when it is more abstract, is concerned with reproduction 
of the object. Intuitive knowledge is for this reason condemned to 
remain mute and unconstructive. just as the unconscious forces which 
w at work at the level of chance discovery may in time become explidt 
m the nature of their achievements, so there are ways of becoming aware 
of that knowledge which is implied in intuition. We may describe as 
romantic all attempts to maintain the intrinsic value of the intuitive 
approach, and of all types of human understanding which are bmg 
jappressed or at least oli^ured by increasing technological rationalization. 
They have a historical function because they save older forms of know- 
ledge, which otherwise would be threatened with extinction. To these 
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ambition when he searches for methods which will do justice 
to the actual context in which the individual object , exists. 
He will be forced to seek such methods, since a meije mass 
of single objects abstractly construed and an accumulation 
of partially regulated practices and institutions will na longer 
function smoothly. The practical man of affairs who notices 
for the first time how various actions conflict witn one 
another will be led more rapidly than the scientist froip the 
experience of these real coii&cts to a qualitatively different 
t3^ of thinking about them. The social scientist, on the 
other hand, at first scarcely does more than intensify those 
strivings for accuracy which he has inherited from a previous 
stage of social activity. 

This discrepancy between science and practice (the 
scientific approach lagging behind the practical one) seems 
to be vitally important in the social sciences. It is due to a 
social division of functions, so that in our field the 
practical person is much closer to the subject-matter than 
the theorist. Nevertheless, as in every case of division of 
labour, here, too, those who are working at a common task 
must guard against getting too far away from one another. 
The necessary correction, however, at the advanced stage 
of •differentiation at which we now find ourselves, can 

belong Goethe’s theory of colours and. in a certain sense, modem 
“ Gestalt ” theory, phenomenology, and the German “ philosophy of 
existence ”, and so on. 

Everythmg we have said above concerning interdependent thinking 
and pHnUpia media, is contrary to the trend of intuitive thought. But 
our aim is not that of the Romantics — ^to escape the general rationalising 
process of modem times. We want so to refine and extend the methods 
of rational analysis that they enable us to grasp scientifically the concrete 
olqect in its concrete context. This is true even when the type of 
hivesttotor who still works on the level of abstract iiivention and the 
separation of the spheres looks upon interdroendent thinking as an 
incursion into the reum of the irrational. For mm facts which lie outside 
his plane of abstraction are incomprehensible, irrational facts, which 
he will gladly leave to the intuitive-immediate pemeption and irrationality 
of the romantics. He forgets, however, two things, namely that these 
pHimpia media are irrationalities only when measured by his abstract 
qrstem of co-ordinates, and that the method which has been described 
him does not try to grasp the individual by intuition or by appre- 
hension J^Sekau), but rather through a furtiier difierentiation of the 
imtionalismg mme of reference. When once this is seen, it is interesting 
to observe further that the highest stage of rationalization— plauned 
thought— has in the end the same tasks as intuitive thought— viz. to 
giaip the concrete object in its concrete context. But wherm intuition 
ooes this in avoiding rational analysis, planned thinking does it with the 
use of refined and daborate instraments of tiion^t. 
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succeed only if we come back again and again to the original 
frame of reference, compare it with the new situation, and 
so discover the next steps to be taken. 

To look at the problem from another angle, let us now 
ask of what the prevailing methods of thought and the 
most important accomplislments of our scientific research 
consist, apart from the methods already mentioned. The 
answer is primarily in specialization. Specialization will 
always exist as long as there is an5rthing like a division of 
labour in scientific research. Only the following remain 
then as decisive questions : — 

(a) In which direction and on what principle is the 
specialization conducted ? 

(b) To what degree and at what later stage of the 
investigation is the reality which has been divided up for 
purposes of specialization, recombined and reintegrated ? 

Modem specialization in scientific work follows two lines. 
First that of subject-matter, and secondly that of method. 
Specialization of subject is a self-evident necessity. A single 
investigator cannot occupy himself with every possible 
phase of social life. In this sense we must give our assent 
when one investigator concerns himself with the family, 
or, specializing stiU further, with the family at given period 
or of a given social class ; another with constitutions, and so 
on. This specialization will not do any harm as long as one 
remembers that one is dealing with fragments of a larger 
context. 

If we look at specialization from the point of view of 
method, we shall see that it follows the method of abstraction 
we luive already described. We do not examine every 
fragmentary aspect of the situation which confronts us ; we 
consider the situation according to abstract principles, which 
when logimlly carried out, lead to the creation of the 
so-called “ pure spheres One studies, for instance, the 
family in its different manifestations from a political, an 
economic, an educatioiud, a biological, or a psychological 
point of view and on the basis of this abstraction, homo- 
geneous fields are set up in which ouly political, economic, 
educational, biological, or psychological aspects emerge. This 
type of spedafization does not so much deal with fragmrats 
es cross-sections of the whole and it is dear cut and con- 
sistent wfami it canies throng^ its abstractions with 
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unambiguously defined concepts. This way of cutting out 
a cross-section of the total context whidi arises frdm the 
necessities of the division of labour, is admissible andihighly 
fruitful as long as it is not forgotten that we are dealing 
only with fragments, cross-sections, and spheres of r^t^. 

Thus the organic unity of events is severed by analysis in 
two directions, and this division becomes even more msprked 
when specialization in subject is combined with a Hgid 
separation of spheres, so that the family, the constitution, 
and so on, are investigated only from some abstract point 
of view. Thereby a double removal from concrete reality is 
realized : the degree of abstraction which has been brought 
about through specialization of subject-matter is intensified 
by a division into separate spheres. 

But this, too, is admissible and indeed even necessary, 
for without preliminary specialization in subject-maltter 
precise observation is not possible ; without abstraction 
from some point of view, no concepts are possible which 
will be sufficiently dear-cut for and}^cal purposes. For 
us the question reappears in a different form : How far does 
our sdence attempt to reintegrate, after the two-fold act 
of spedalization has taken place ? 

Here we can make the following remarks. Either we 
remain at the level of specialization of subject-matter and 
no one undertakes to bring the fragments together according 
to their real structure, or, if int^ration does take place, 
abstraction and the separation of the spheres still persist and 
integration occurs only in the specialized individual dis- 
dplines, so that we have pure economics, pure psychology, 
pure sodology, etc. But no one reconstructs theoreticsffiy 
the whole from the pieces, or shows the real interdependence 
of the spheres in an everyday concrete setting.* 

' Americaa sociology became famous in the fifteen years after the 
World War for its intensive thematic specialization which bore very 
fruitful results, in the form of new techniques for empirical research and 
in the exact Imowled^e of specific subjects. Since the great draression, 
however, a growing discontent with this type of speciaflzation has been 
evident and has borne fruit in a number of works. Most recently the 
Social Science Research Council, through its Committee on Studies on 
the Social Efiects of the Depression, has published a series of thirteen 
monographs which outline possible research projects on a wide variety of 
subjects, and which represent a great advance in the overcoming of this 
earner unplanned specialization. Cf. Studies on the Social Effects of the 
De^ession, Social &ience Research Council, Bulletins 27-39 (New York, 
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Here, too, it could be said that as loi^ as this method of 
splitting up reality continued to work smoothly in the sense 
that it corresponded to the kind of practice prevailing in 
that age no objection could be made to it. The most 
important criticism of this approach as the only possible 
scientific way of thinking arises, however, from the fact that 
at the stage of reconstruction and planning reality can no 
longer be mastered by the exclusive use of these older 
methods. 

It has become dear that we cannot do without the kind 
of thinking which distinguished the stage of invention. 
Neither the demand for theoretical accuracy which this 
mode of thought expresses — ^nor the detailed precision 
which is the result of specialized observation — should 
be pushed into the background. It must, however, be 
made equally clear that the tasks which confront the 
social sciences to-day reach far beyond the framework of 
investigation presented above. 


IV 

The Individual and the Unique 

The use of general principles as instruments for per- 
ceiving and controlling individual objects and relationships 
and compassing immediate ends, meets with obstacles when 
sodety consciously begins to direct its own course, not in 
isolated details, but as a whole. At this sts^e it is evident 
for the first time that every object exists not in a “ world 
in general ” but rather in a particular world with a structure 
which becomes more and more cramped and rigid, because 
it is built on unchangeable foundations. Of course it 
was previously known that the individual object as it is 
found in concrete reality is something more than the result 
of the interplay of a number of general laws. It was assumed, 
however, that one was dealing only with a “ world in 
general " and that the deviations in the individual case 
were due to some as 3^t unknown factors which in their 
turn also sprang from general principles. The uniqueness of 
the individiud fact was regarded as inscrutable, not because 
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it existed in a particular world with its own peculiar forces, 
governed by prindpia media which were not ne»sssarily 
contained in general laws ; but either because a stm 
unrecognized general factor was thought to be combined 
with l^own principles in its occurrence, or became its 
individuality seemed to spring from a source of its own. 

Ev^ society based on specialization and divisipn of 
labour, produces in practice separate and mcne o^ less 
isolated institutions and relationships, but does not create 
the whole social fabric. This was the reason why such a 
society could afford to minimiz e all those deviations which 
arose from the peculiar individual diaracter of certain 
situations and patterns of culture. At this stage of develop- 
ment most institutions grew up by themselves and were 
modified by conscious action o^y in a very gradual way. 
Any independent invention, sudi as a new consititu- 
tion, a new military organization, a new type of school, 
was only apparently an entirely new creation. The essential 
part of it arose from a slow, traditional, selective process 
fai discovery. It was only at a later date that constitutions 
were codified, S3rstematized, and institutionalized — originally 
they were the direct product of infinitely complex confiicts, 
the expression of var 3 ring conditions of equilibrium in the 
social structure. Exactly the same is true of a new military 
organization or a new educational programme ; each of them 
ma^es use of what already exists, consciously modifying 
it according to principles with a view to some more or 
less explicit goal, so that in the end it takes on the guise of 
a new creation. But it was largely assumed tiat the 
exoessivefy abstract principles used in constructing this 
new social creation would lose their rigidity and adapt 

concrete situatior^ and the^tir^ structure wou^ in this 
way adapt itself to the larger world in whidi it would have 
to exist. The product of abstract principles would be 
" run in ” through usage and practical experience, and would 
become individualized— at l^ist, so it was hoped. But the 
more thoroughly organized the division of labour and 
differentiation of functions in our society become, the less 
they can rely on uncontrolled “ chances " to bring about 
adjustment and to give a vital elasticity to " artificially " 
constructed social institutions. As time goes on, even the 
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individual case must be thought out in advance if it is not 
to have an arbitrary efiect on its surroundings. The handi- 
craft s^tem of production could still transmit the technique 
of mining things to its apprentices knowing that individual 
combinations and adaptations would produce the best results. 
The large taylorized plant must exclude every individual 
personal operation. The older forms of administration could 
work with a staff of voluntary and rmpaid administrators 
whose traditional class-outlook, combined with a general 
education and worldly wisdom, made for the best decisions 
in each particular case. The thoroughly organized adminis- 
trative machine^ of a modem industrial society requires a 
technically trained specialist to occupy the positions 
formerly filled by voluntary officials from among people 
of rank. Every decision both in its formal aspect as well as 
in its iimer intention must be made according to rules and 
the individual cases must be foreseen as completely as 
possible.^ In this way men are forced even against their will 
to give their attention not merely to general laws, whidb 
must be known here, too, but also to the task of thinking 
out those special laws which hold good only in special 
spheres of society at a given place and time. The increase 
in the complexity and interdependence of events, the 
necessity of predetermining the exact individual form of a 
process or institution and its individual adaptation, which 
formerly took care of itself, compels us to search iarprincipia 
media. 

The accurate description of a social situation confronts 
us with a problem which we meet with in nature, but in a 
far less urgent form.* In nature, too, we deal with special 
spheres. So a mai^ provides a closed system of special 
conditions which are produced by ecolo^, by the inter- 
depndent metabolism of the creatures living together in 
this particular environment, and by the bMory of the 
manh in question. But we have never had to set up and 
direct the entire system of nature as completely as we are 
forced to do to-day with our society, and therefore we have 

* In this connection cf. Max Wet)er, WimUcItaft wti Gtsettsekaft, vol. U, 
part iii, chap, vi, “ BOiokrntie," pp. 650 seqq. 

* AVhem, ui the ^here of technology and natnnl science, we eay a 
machine must be “ nin in ”, we mean precisdy this close adaptation of 
the parts to each othw and to the eacternal situation which is so difficult 
to grasp by means of abstract ptinc^es. 
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never had to penetrate into the history and structure of the 
individual worlds of nature. Mankind is tending mhre and 
more to regulate the whole of its social life although it has 
never attempted to undertake the creation of a \ second 
nature from the primary forces which are given in nature. 
When we have gone so far as to regulate the movements of 
clouds and, to make use of individual forces regularly and 
for particular purposes according to certain rull^s of 
experience, when we have controlled climate in the same 
way as it is becoming necessary for us to control social 
factors, and when we try to draw into the framework of our 
regulation all the laws of biology in their concrete inter- 
actions, then we will be faced with the same problem in the 
world of nature as now confronts us in the world of society : 
namely the treatment of a particular historical and local 
stage in the total system of nature as a relatively ' self- 
contained whole, working according to certain principles 
which are peculiar to it. But since we have not yet gone so 
far and since it is also doubtful whether we will ever arrive 
at such a point in nature, we must, rather, content ourselves 
with the observation of general forces in order to combine 
them for the attainment of unique and partial goals.^ 
There does not seem to be any immediate need here for 
absolute interdependent thinking, and we can rest content 
with the vague statement that uniqueness in nature is 
made up of countless contingent situations and forces. 

This last formulation, however, obscures the fact that in 
certain spheres of life not all situations are accidental and 
that certain facts, forces, and principles are characteristic. 
In general the expression “ accidental " applied to facts, 
forces, and principles makes sense only if one explains at the 
same time how one defines for purposes of contrast the 
terms “ constant " and ‘‘ necessary 

If the question is put in this way it becomes clear that 
at the stage of abstract thinking most concrete events 
were thought to be accidental, because people’s attention 
was focused only on the creation of an abstract object and 

> Here our previous remark that we escclude nature from our construction 
of social relationships becomes signihcant. Nature enters into our social 
regulations only in fragments tom from their context as for example, 
where it becomes a part of technical manipulation. (Cf. p. 155 n.) 
Nothing that is excluded from these relation^ps becomes a problem 
from a social point of view. 
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on the factors whidi formally could be said to determine it. 
Had we sought also to remould the concrete environment, 
ever3dhing we had hitherto called " accidental ” would have 
become divided into those facts, forces, and principles which 
were really accidental and those which in their concrete 
form were really essential to this particular sphere. In other 
words we would then be working on the level of prindpia 
media of the sphere involved. 


V 

The Unique and the General in History and the 
Problems they present to Logic 

It is now time to speak about these prindpia media in 
greater detail.^ We have so far observed that they are in 
a certain sense a kind of regularly recurring special laws, 
special relationships of a certain historic^ phase in a 
particular social setting. Superficial insight into their 
character has led many thinkers to speak of a special 
historical logic and has mided them into believing that the 
individual destiny of each historical epoch is entirriy 
independent of the general laws of events. Historians have 
tried to grasp the uniqueness of each epoch as something 
which can ^ understood only by immediate intuition 
(Romanticism) or to deduce it as a type of unique historical 
hectic (historicism, Hegelianism, and Marxism) . The first 
solution renounced scientific methods in the study of history 
completely. The second constructed two independent and 
co-existent logics ; a generalizing l(^c which deals with 
what is generd, and another whi^ traces the relationdiips 

^ John Stuart Mill in System of Logic : RaHodnaHve and Inductive, 
vol. li, book 6, chap. 5» sec. 5, employ the expzession prindpia media. 
He himself derives it from l^on. To a certiun point our use of the 
expression prindpia media and Mill's axe alike; the differences twe 
where our general principles differ from his. Since the German edition 
of this book in which I presented the theory of prindpia media against 
the background of planned thinking, Adolf L6we in his Economics and 
Soddogy, Ixmdon, 1935, has fruitfully further developed some of the main 
aspects of it: A very stimulating criiictsm of his presentation is to be found 
in T. Parson’s article in American Journal ofSocwlofy, 1937, vol. 43, no. 3, 
PP. 477 ff . Cf. also M. Ginsberg's presmitation of ^ prindpia media in 
Ms Sociology, London. 1934, whkn discusses the cmeqppnding problems 
in the tr^tional setting as th^ appear in Mill's writings* 
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between events in a unique histmical issue. As the latte, 
theoretical approadi creates a dialetic whidi is entirely 
independent of a generalizing theory of factorsj it is also 
inclined to use unscientific me&ods. In its concrete form it is 
mainly inspired by a philosophy of history, which draws its 
vision of the course of history from the {Muticula^ aims of 
certain groups. We think that in spite of this the exponents 
of the dialectical approach rightly understood tpat the 
individual development of certain historical and social 
units had to be studied scientifically and could not simply 
be left to the causal epic style of the historian. The mistake 
they made was to reconstruct the individual framework of 
a society, or its individual development without taking 
nniv<ersal factors into account. 

The principia media which we to introduce into the 
discussion are in the last analysis universal forces in a 
concrete setting as they become integrated out of the 
various tetms at work in a given place at a given time — 
a particular combination of circumstances whi(± may never 
be repeated. They are, then, on the one hand, reducible to 
the general principles which are contained in them (that is 
why the method of abstraction, described above, has 
aemeved so much). But on the other hand, they are to be 
dealt with in their concrete setting as they confront us at a 
certain stage of development and must be observed within 
their individual patterns, witii certain diaracteristic sub- 
principles whidi are peculiar to than alone. 

The layman who observes the social wmld int^iigently 
understands events primarily by the unomscions use of 
SQxSkprincipia media. His thinking is diaracterized, however, 
by the fact that he constantly tends to confuse general 
prindples of the social structure as swcfi with their omcrete 
forms as they come to exist at a d^nite time or in a specific 
social order. In static periods he is unable, in any case, to 
distinguish between a general abstract social law and 
partioilar prindples which obtain only in a certain epoch, 
since in periods of only slight variability, the divergences 
between Giese two types do not become dear to the obeerver. 
The real constants and the prindples peculiar to a sing^ age 
have the same degne of fixity at such a time. 

Let us now try more accurate^ to trace the emergence 

prindpia media in everyday experience. Everyone lives 
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in expectation of possible events. In this sense all human 
life is bounded an horizon of expectations. Our horizon 
of expectations redcons with events udiich rest on the con> 
stancy of social experience, as for example, the constancy 
of the social guarantees that certain social custtnns and 
usages vrill be followed, that cotain social hierarchies will 
be respected, and so on. It also takes into account, however, 
a great number of unforeseeable facts. When we eagerly 
take up a newspaper we are already prepared for the 
occurrence of certain kinds of events which interest us for the 
very reason that we cannot foresee in detail what they will 
be. Although we alwa3rs leave a gap in our horizon for 
unforeseen factst that certainly does not mean that we are 
prepared for anything — ^that we have an equally intense and 
concentrated attitude towards all cat^ories of events. 
We think it probable that the newspaper will report a case 
of robbery or that the cabinet has f^en, or that certain 
commodity prices fluctuate in a certain area. In other words : 
we are prepared to perceive facts and complexes of facts of a 
certain type, of a certain order of significance, which we 
expect as " normal *’ and relevant. The single facts imy 
vary ; the framework and the S3rstem of coordinates into 
whidx they must be dovetailed remains more or Idss 
constant as long as the whole social situation is stable, 
and its devdopment is continuous. 

The range of expectations of the man who lives in an 
age where the social structure is changing Arou^ and 
through is quite different. He not only takes into account 
innumerable individual foots which he has never experienced 
before— for in this respect he is like the person living in 
a static society ; he is also prepared for a possible duu^e 
in the principles governing the new kinds of facts whidi 
emerge and combine in unexpected forms. One then takes 
into account, for instance, not only fluctuations in the bu3dng 
power of money but also the possibility of a complete 
collapse of the monetary system ; one reckons not ordy with 
the possibilities of a cabinet change but also wi& ^e 
posnbility that a non-parliamentary govonnient will seize 
power or even that no state power at all win be able to 
cstaUish itsdf , or that a state power will diange its prindides 
with regard to the use of force and pix y aga,nda. One has to 
dlow for the fact, not iperely that individuals may suddmfly 
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become untrustworthy and untruthful, but that ^ whole 
spheres of relationships, in the economic realm or in private 
life, the former trustworthiness and honesty on wnich one 
could normally rely, has suddenly disappeared pecause 
war, revolution, and disintegration almost amounting to 
civil war have destroyed the framework of social events on 
which, in the last anal 3 rsis, the older behaviour was actually 
based. In such times we may speak of discarding an earlier, 
more limited, " horizon ” for a broader range of expectations. 
In such periods the history of mankind reveals itself in a 
much more essential form ; it gives the observer the chance 
to understand the now shifting levels of those prindpia 
media which were the basis and framework of a single age 
in social history. In cases like these social scientists are 
given the opportunity of dividing those structural laws, 
which they thought were eternal, from those on which a 
single epoch, or stage of development was founded. There 
is the further possibility of disposing correctly those facts 
which first emerged individually and in apparent isolation, 
which did not fit into the older structure and which 
suggested the new principle of organization, and of formu- 
lating the new structural law which is emerging in the 
grbuping of these facts. 

In order to give a more accurate picture of what we call 
prindpia media we will cite, in contrast with the more com- 
plicated laws mentioned above, further types oi. prindpia 
media, which are bound up with a definite historical 
structure. Recent studies in the sociology of law ^ once more 
confirm that the fundamental principle of formal law by 
which every case must be judged according to general 
rational precepts, which have as few exceptions as possible 
and are based on logical subsumption, obtains only for the 
liberal-competitive phase of capitalism and not, as Max 
Weber believed, for capitalism in general.* 

The aim of this basic principle was to allow the capitalistic 
parties to a contract to calculate the results of a lawsuit 
in advance. At an earlier period of capitalist development 
the contracting parties appear before the law with approxi- 

* a, concerning the facts cited Neumann, F., Koalitionsfirriheit und 
ReUhsvtrJassung, Berlin, 1932, p. S3 ; Hedemann, J. W., Die Flucht in 
die •QeneriUkUuseln (Thbingen, 1933) ; Geiler, K., BeUrdge turn Wirt- 
ukt^tsrecM, Mannheim, 1932. 

* Cf. his " Kechtssosiologie " in Wirteelutft und GeseUeeheifl, vdL ii. 
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mately equal strengtii at their disposal ; but in the later 
stage of monopoly capitalism, the partners are of unequal 
political and economic power, and we find an increasing 
element of juridical irration^ty in the shape of legal 
formulae whidi leave the decision of the case to the dis- 
cretion of the judge, dispensing with the old principles of 
formal law. Such clauses ais the consideration of " public 
policy ”, " good faith " or toe interests of the “ concern 
in itself ” give toe judge the chance to disregard 
the formal and equalitarian application of toe law 
and to open toe door to toe influence of toe real holders of 
powCT in society. That corporation law is being increasingly 
applied to the prejudice of the small investor is likewise a 
symptom of this development which favours the few who 
already have power against the many who have not. 

In tlds way, under apparently democratic rule, at the stage 
of monopoly capitalism, a situation is developing which in 
Fascism is openly proclaimed : i.e. inequality tefore toe law. 

The correlations between liberal competitive capital^ 
and formal law, and between monopoly capitalism and 
increasing legal irrationalism are (as far as they can be 
proved correct) historically limited principia media. 

There is another psychological generalization which can be 
shown to be in fact only a principium medium. It used to 
be generally accepted that enforced unemployment would 
always create rebellious attitudes. But this is not true of 
the unemployment characteristic of toe late capitalist age 
in which we live. Chronic or structural unemployment as 
we know it, for the most part creates apathy rather than 
rebellion in toe minds of its victims. The primary reason 
for this is that modem unemployment destroy toe "life 
plan” of toe individual. Under these circumstances 
rebellion and aggression lose their purpose and social 
direction.^ 

Let us take another principium medium which does not 
apply to all human btoaviour but is bound up with a 
particular state of society. At the stage of late capitalism 
the classes which are most typical of earlier economic 
forms (small shopkeepers, artisans, small peasants), are 

^ I mtentionaUy cite examples which we have dealt with in the course 
of out discussicm in order to relate the melhodological problem to '^e 
sequence of ideas that we have hmk dealing with here. Cl. |k 104 n. 
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anti-proletarian as long as their hopes of social advancement 
are not completely destroyed and their proletarianization 
has not yet been carried through to the bitter Wd. To 
them must be added that new class of black-coated workers 
which is the product of modem large-scale business adminis- 
tration, and which in spite of its recent origin, ^ends to 
act in a similar way to the older t3^e of the lower^ middle 
class. But it would be wrong to infer that the lower middle 
classes whether the old or the new are always anti-prole- 
tarian. How they will behave and with whom they will 
co-operate depends entirely on their historical circum- 
stances. But however much we must take the principia 
media and the corresponding concepts (" late capitalism 
" structural unemployment ”, ” lower middle class ideology ”, 
etc.), as concrete expressions of a special historical setting, 
it should nevertheless be borne in mind that what we are 
doing is differentiating and individualizing abstract and 
general determinants (general factors). The principia 
media are in a certain sense nothing but temporary groups 
of general factors so closely intertwined that they operate 
as a single causal factor. That we are essentially dealing here 
with general factors in an historical and individual setting is 
evident from our example. Our first observation implies the 
general principle of the functioning of a social order with 
freely contracting legal personalities; the second, the 
psydiological effect of unemployment in general, and the 
last, the general law that hopes of social advancement 
tend to affect individuals in a way which obscures their real 
sodal position. It is no less a mistake to believe that the 
particular psychology of white-collar workers in its historical 
setting can be completely explained in terms of a general 
psychology of social advance, than it is to believe that the 
particular psychology of this social type in the late capitalist 
epoch can be worked out in full detail without taking 
into account the general principles of the human mind. 

These examples ^ow that the principia media are con- 
stantly at work in everyday thinking and that they fill 
the horizon of the man in the street. The insecurity of 
modem man does not arise— as we have seen— from the 
occurrmce of too much that is unexpected and novel. He has 
evidently accustomed himself to the variations in individual 
facts. Hfr disturbance is doe lather to the fact that he has 
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to tiansfoim tiie “ principles ” of his " horizon of expects;* 
tions ’* at a very rapid rate. If he fails in this, he despairs 
and like a character from Hebbel can only say, " The world 
is hejrond me." Anyone who does not revise his principia 
media in time and cannot acquire an insight into con- 
temporary problems, will not only find the world " beyond 
him " but will indeed be overcome by it. 

Since the beginni^ of modem times, it has been the 
special task of sociological thinkers to tmderstand the 
prindpia media of each new period. The existence of 
thinkers like Machiavelli and Thomas More was first made 
possible by the collapse of the feudal world and the emergence 
of the new capitalist stracture of society. The achievements 
of Adam Smith, St. Simon, Lorenz von Stein, and Karl 
Marx also represent intellectual responses to important 
changes in the course of social development. Our day, too, 
must strive with ever more determination to acquire such 
knowledge. But in our present situation it is no longer a 
matter just of discovering such nsw principia without 
reference to their context : we must constantly study them 
in their mutual relationships and strive to exert some 
influence on them in our practical activity. 

The more we emphasize the total situation in our stucfy 
of society, the more the concept of structure imposes itself 
upon omr analysis. An epoch is dominated not merely by 
a single princi^um medium but by a whole series of them. 
A numl^ of mutually related prindpia media, however, 
produce a structure, in which concrete patterns of factors 
are bound up with one another in a multidimensional way. 
In our frequent references to this multidimensionality, we 
have meant that while the economic, political, and 
ideok^cal spheres (according to the cross-sections taken by 
different obsmrers) each represent a single dimension of 
events as a whole, existing reality in fact consists in the 
mutual relaticmships between many sudi spheres and the 
concrete prindpia media at work in them. 

Every concrete complex of events, e.g. a change in 
^binets m the rise and fall of an economic C3mle— is in 
itself a section of the whole structure, which evmy com- 
petent anal^is must be aUe to trace back more or less 
cxactlytotheintfividualeventsinquestion. Everyimportant 
com^dex of events, on the other band, is not only a section 
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of the existiiig strocture but at the same time carries the 
multidimensional pattern a bit be 3 wnd the prece ling stage. 
This structural diange which is caused by the force of 
the cumulation of individual events must also be mken into 
account in every adequate description of the events them- 
selves. \ 

A large number of mutually related prindpi^ media 
form a structure. An interdependent change in a number 
of prindpia media constitutes a structural change. But 
there is nothing more mistaken than the assumption that the 
organization and trend of the structural changes taking 
place in our society can be discovered by a scientist or a 
statesman at a glance. The so-called intuitive perception 
of a configuration {GestaUschau) may claim to be able to 
grasp fundamental phenomena in a single ps3^hological 
act — ^in a single act which is not simply the sum of elements 
which have previously been analytically understood. One 
is reminded in this connection of the well-known example 
of a melody which is immediately perceived as a whole and 
not as the mere sum of the single tones and intervals con- 
tained in it. But only in the sphere of sight and hearing 
are wholes in this sense immediately present and perceptible 
in a single psychological act. The structure of all the social 
and historical events of an epoch is by contrast too intricate 
to be imderstood at a glance. Nor is it directly perceptible. 
It can only gradually be grasped after long thought, in 
which all its elements are noted, compared, and combined. 

The most we can really see to-day is the interdependent 
modification of various prindpia media in the political, 
economic, technological, and psychological spheres. These 
modifications must be viewed as interdependent, i.e. the 
points most be discovered where changes in the political 
sphere, for instance, touch upon those in the economic, and 
where the changes in both these objective spheres bring 
about a subjective change in the form of a new psycho- 
logical attitude. It is the proud daim of periods of 
sluggish devdofunent that they observe individual facts and 
the general abstract laws which govern them ; but we have 
the chance to reveal more comprehensive relationships 
and the fundamental changes taking place in them as they 
emerge. 

Every method of investigation has its own particular 
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standards of accuracy, as I pointed out dsewhere, and 
nothing could be more mistaken than the indiscriminate 
transfer of these standards froni one problem to another. 
When one is trying to analyse isolated individual objects 
and the way in which they emerge and function it is 
probably best to reduce the concrete phenomenon to its most 
abstract elements, and to express these elemoits in a 
measurable form as far as possible. Where it is a question of 
the determination of a concrete " trend " or some other 
principium medium, this type of quantitative precision can 
be attained only very gradually and perhaps never com- 
pletely. As a first approximation the problem is to make a 
qualitative analysis of these principia media, to distinguish 
various 'factors and tendencies and to translate the chaos 
of facts into a correct description of the complicated inter- 
play of forces. It would be quite wrong to renoimce this 
quiditative analysis only for the reason Uiat it does not or 
at least does not yet, come up to the ideal of measurability. 

The forced imposition of mathematical and mensurative 
methods has gradually led to a situation in which certain 
sciences no lon^r ask what is worth knowing but regard 
as worth knowing only what is measurable.^ ^ against 
this point of view we should insist that in the social sciences 
we are absolutely bound to concern ourselves with the 
immediate task presented by the total social situation, 
and this can only be adequately grasped through quali- 
tative analysis. Only when this has been cleared up 
should one consider how the complex problem can be 
analysed into simpler elements. When this, too, has 
been achieved, we should inquire how the results can 
be verified by means of simplified elements and how the 
broader original thesis necessary follows from the individual 
points we have verified. Quantitative analysis cannot take 
place until a qualitative analysis has been made. The mere 
reduction of a complex of social facts to measurable 
elements, gives proof of little scientific insight. But it is a 
strictly scientific undertaking to verify our knowle^ at 
points where qualitative analyris admits of a quantitative 
control. 

' Thus, uisny eiupirical iavestigations in the soctel sciences we wede 
■eeidy because the data aie at hand, and not because the investigaiws 
ue {seed with {uoblems which they are seeking to solve. 
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In this way we can make the following assertion : (a) 
Individual facts and the factors which produce them should 
only be subject to measurement if their qualitative anal3;sis 
has been sufficiently developed to make it clear that figures 
do not register facts in the abstract, but verify the\answers 
to clearly formulated hypotheses. (6) The abstract deter- 
minations of quantities themselves are largely inexact, 
inasmuch as they do not take into account the divergence 
from the genersd laws which are due to different simul- 
taneously existing prindpia media. 

For the research method which attacks its problem by 
counting and measuring, which only seeks abstract laws and 
aims at the description of units, regardless of their particular 
historical context, the studied neglect of these prindpia 
media is a source of error. Even the greatest predaon in 
this sphere does not succeed in being precise as far as 
historical concreteness is concerned. If social research 
wishes to be 103^3! to its claims to accuracy, it must welcome 
every step which even through diveigent methods, leads 
to the discovery of prindpia media. These principles are, 
it is not to be denied, very vague at first. The determina- 
tion of their relative importance rests first on estimates 
which can to a considerable extent be demonstrated or 
refuted by the further course of development. When, for 
instance, it is stated that the present-day concentration 
of military instruments in a relatively small army, made up 
of professional soldiers, weakens the chances of generd 
democratization and of the autonomy of the civil population 
while it strengthens the groups already in power, the thesis 
can be demonstrated or refuted by the development of 
military technique and course of political events. At any 
rate, history can either confirm or refute such observations 
concerning the actual existence of certain prindpia media 
only when the social process has previously been analysed 
into a larger number of such prindpia media. When only 
one or two such prind^ media are tised to understand the 
total process, the investigator eadly falls a prey to the danger 
of induding dianges whidi are due to another piindple. 
This, fw example, is the danger of an exaggerated economic 
intoiptetaticm, wffich from Ae standpoint of its universal 
ptindple, as I wish to emphasize again and again, is easily 
ted either to obscure entirdy all the other psychological, and 
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political factors, or else to attempt to derive than from 
economic elements alone. But if, on the other hand, the 
investigator has at his disposal a rich network of such 
prindpia media, he has the chance of discovering further 
ones as time goes on and of noting', more and more accurately, 
how they interact in creating social changes. 

If there is, on the one hand, the danger of dogmatizing 
about various prindpia media and their significance in the 
social process (for instance, regarding as absolute the rdle 
of economic or political factors in a given period), there is, 
on the other hand, the opposite danger that the prindpia 
will be simply placed side by side as equally significant forces, 
without any attempt to relate them with one another. It is 
very probable that the forces at work in a given society are 
of unequal weight and that there is such a thing as a 
hierarchy of prindpia media, particularly when the multi- 
dimensional structure is being described as a whole. 'As 
against a method which assigns equal weight to all factors 
and principles and which is at the very best, merely 
cumulative, there can be no doubt that those methods which 
give an axis to the structure in the sense that they seek to 
establish either “ independent variables ” or a " hierarchy 
of causal factors ”, are on the right track. But such a 
" hierarchy ” can be constructed only empirically, whereas 
most theorists are guided in deciding what is significant by 
certain expectations and prejudices which are characteristic 
of a prevailing scientific fashion or the interest of a given 
social class. The technician defends a technological inter- 
pretation of history, the economist an economic inter- 
pretation, the politician a violence theory, and the 
unworldly scholar an idealistic one. Their conflict can be 
settled not “ philosophically ” but rather empirically by 
uniting the standpoints of various observers. 


VI 

Obstacles to the Discovery or the prindpia media 

Tte main difficulty in the discovery of new prindpia 
media is that we have to search for them among objects 
which are still in the process of formation and which are 
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dosdy bound up with all our practical concerns, and further, 
because the standpoint from udiich we try to obsem.them 
is in itsdf not entii^y stable. We outsdves stand in midst 
of the devdopment and interplay of these active forces. 
Whoever believes that he knows in advance what path the 
individtud frincipium medium will take, and exactly what 
structure sodety will tend to ado]^, weaJcens from the very 
beginnit^ his capadty for empiricid observation of newly 
emeigent changes, and treats a structure in the process of 
becoming as though it had already taken its diape. 
A sdent& technique for descriinhg the devdoping histmical 
process must be worked out. Th& technique should serve 
those who are trying to discover existing trends and uho 
are determined to deal with future events in tenns of open 
alternatives, i.e. to approach ambiguous feds with an open 
mind. This type of thinking conflicts with the need for 
security felt by the historian who likes to present a clear-cut 
picture of what is essentially an ambiguous past, and with 
the desire for certainty of the warring political groups. 

In order to make clear our own point of view, we wish 
to call to mind the distinguishing characteristics of two 
opposing views of history. *^0 first is the post-mortem point 
of view ol the specialized historian. 

It IS based on the idea that the present cannot be 
scientifically studied because it is still in the process of 
emerg«ioe and that it is impossible to know whu^ series of 
frmts is really important. Tl^ emphasis on the post-mortem 
point of view compared with an approach in statu nascendi 
does not appear to arise fr^nn the objective difficulties 
of the problon, but rather from the subjective aiudeties of 
the scholar. The danger that in the'study of past evoits one 
will fail to grasp that detailed network of human r^tion- 
^ps Which lends itself to immediate observation in the 
piosent, seems to be mudi grater than the danger of going 
astray in evaluating and weighing present factors. As a 
matto’ of frtct, no one has as yet really undmatood the 
present from the past who did not apiaoadi the past with the 
win to understand the fnosent. The lumnal process is as 
follows: we comprehend past situatians by means of 
analogons or contradictory forms which occur in our own 
contemporary wodd. Th» sense of ar^nality (in the best 
meaning of ue word) which views life in aetu and thereby 
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gives actuality to the past, remains the nemu rmm of all 
historical and social knowledge. 

The post-mortm pdnt of view is entiidy in the wrong 
rriien it attempts to_ determme after a series of events 
has taken place whidi htctors and frincipia media were 
important. The most fundamental errcnr of whidi the post'* 
mortm view of history is guflty is that it regards every- 
thing that has happened as the oiuy thing that could posriUy 
have happoied. Thus it obscures what is alwajrs dear to 
the rational observer who studies the subject in stain 
nascendi, namdy that in every historical event numerous 
factors are acting upon one another and very often the 
ostensible triumph of one by no means annihilates the rest, 
but merdy makes them less apparent, on the surface, than 
those factors the significance of whidi is more Immeduitdy 
perceptible. The sudden emergence of surprising new 
situations is very often nothing but such previously sup- 
pressed and obscured factors coming to the fore. In times of 
turmoil the " horizon " of expectations, as we have seen, 
disdoses all the contemporary prindpia media in slain 
nascendi and through the uncertsunty of the mtire future, 
empharizes the wealth of the various possibilities. The task 
of really sdentific observation is to desoibe these prindpia 
media as multiple possibilities.^ 

Also opposed to the scientific attitude are the political 
^ups, wl^, in their view of the present, treat the develop 
ing prindpia media as if they knew for certain what their 
outcome would be. Thus they renounce the experimental 
attitude in fiivour of a prophetic one. This, too, is a post- 
niortem approach, and is basically related to that of the 
l^torian. What it really does when it claims to gra^ the 
significance of events wm<h are taking place and to render 
unproblematic what is really problematic is no more than 
to describe d(^n)&tically whnt will happen in terms of its 
own wishes. Then, on the basis of this as yet umealized 
future condition, it und^takes to give meaning to what is 


* Poriiigtamce,Mwctriedtodovitfath»confltetiiigpriac^le»oitnM>con- 
yatratkin of thamewM of power aaidag far minority rate, wd f B Hdmmnt sI 
domocmtiiEatioD coantomoiss it : or with tho deici^t^ of Uw typcal 
•mintioas nuUag for the growth of rationality coonteiacted by the 
fom Making far the gnn^ of {Rationality. CSf. Burt I of this 
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still in process of development. Events are accbrdingly 
inteipreted in terms of this anticipated future, jjoint 
of view may have its advantages for ^litical b^viour. 
The feet that one can pretend to state with certainty which 
road to follow sometimes enables one to influence broad 
groups as well as individuals, whose attitude is decil^ve in 
crucial situations. In doing this one not only pro^esies 
history but also, in part, makes it. The politied advantage 
of this unswervii^ loyalty to the one desirable possibility 
has, however, the disadvantage that, when in times of 
crisis, mistakes are brought to light, the over dogmatic 
politician cannot easily readapt himself. Under these con- 
ditions self-correction, which is indispensable for group 
activity, can be carried out only after severe setbacks and 
with heavy sacrifices. 

Besides the post-mortem approach to history and the 
prophetic attitude of determined politicians, we must plead 
for a third method of observation whidr is in statu nascendi 
and proceeds in terms of an experimental attitude. A 
method of approach must be developed which treats the 
horizon of expectations as an open horizon, and not as a map 
which charts already established facts. The map serves 
only a traveller who treads a road already prepared for 
his coming. We, however, who are on the point of traversing 
a new section of our history, must find the way for our- 
selves. But we cannot build our roads just as we please. 
History presents us with a world full of obstacles. Faced 
with such obstacles, men in the age of magic would have 
tried to compel the hidden forces to act as they wished. 
In a later age religious fatalism, though active in carrying 
out individual undertakings, sought to leave events as a 
whole in the hands of God. The essential attitude of the 
planning age seems to be a synthesis of these two types of 
approadr. Once more it displays the courage to intervene 
in the interplay of fundamental forces ; on the other hand 
it inherits something of the humility of the religious mind 
in that it does not pretend to act as a creator of these forces, 
but rather as a strategist, who only watches over the factors 
at work in society in wder to detect the new possibilities 
which are coming to the surface at the pr(q)er moment, 
and to reinforce them at those points where vital decisions 
must be made. 
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The Coxcepts of Establishing, Planning, and Adminis- 
trating MUST BE Distinguished from one Another 

The last sentence compels us to make a clear distinction 
between establishing or founding (Griindung) and planning. 
Establishing is one of the most advanced stages of in- 
vention. But within the meaning of our definition it is 
not, in fact, planning. We have already touched on the 
problem which arises here when we spoke of reconstructing 
society instead of building it anew. If the social world 
could be formed in the way in which one deals with single 
problems or immediate aims, rationalizes a factory or 
founds a city, or, in other words, creates individual things 
according to abstract laws and rules of thumb, then planning 
would not in itself be a new type of thinking. But since 
planning means an ever deeper penetration from central 
points into intervening areas which hitherto had been only 
very indirectly related to one another ; and ultimately involves 
the control of the whole of this still unplanned territory, 
behaviour which derives from the stage of inventive thinking 
could only have a disastrous effect in this sphere. It is pot 
planning in our sense when colonizing peoples foimd an 
entire city. Such an enterprise is very like plaiming but 
it differs from it in two essential respects. 

The colonizing, founding or establishment of a city is dis- 
tinguished from planning first by the fact that it builds the 
city in an abstract milieu. It considers the surrounding 
areas in its calculations from time to time as occasion 
demands but does not plan them as such. In spite of all 
precautions with regard to the iimer course of events, the 
total structure, as far as the outer world is concerned, is set 
up without a plan and can, under certain circumstances, go 
down like any historically " evolved " city in the face of the 
competition of other cities and other external difficulties. 
The second way in which establishment is to be distinguished 
from planning is that in establishment the matenals of 
construction are first brought together and then placed in 
A predetermined relationship with one another. The house 
whidi is to be built exists first on paper. If the finished 
building differs from the blueprint there is an error either 
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in the Uuepiint or in its execution. This certainty does not 
mean that eskibUshment is an act of creation. It would be 
creation only if the inner nature of the materials and the 
phydcal, diemical, and other regularities were oeated by 
the builder himself, it is sufficient for estabUshmmt lor 
/ounding.that the person who draws up the plan makes 
of forces given b^ nature, but does it in such a way that ^ 
produces sometlwg new in the sense that horn the ve^ 
b^jimung he brings together all the elements he needs for 
his buildi^ and organizes them according to his immediate 
aim. According to this definition a large scale organizatira, 
a rationally outlined S3^em of railways and postal service, 
for instance, may have the character of an esldbliskment}- 

In this sense society as a whole can never be esUMished 
or founded, for the eluents of which it is constructed are 
always found in a certain historical relation^p. The 
factors are never found as pure forces but are l^ed up 
with principia media, in certain groups, and interacting an 
different levels in a constantly changing society. 

All this does not mean that planning is impossible but 
rather that it should not be thought. of as bei^ the same 
as esteddishment or absolute innovation. EsteMishment 
proceeds from a fixed and finished scheme whidi exists in 
the minds of the founds before it is carried out, and like 
the Fichtean ideas it is translated from this supersensory 
condition into actual fact. The problem of ^ecution is no 
more than the problem of adequate means. Planning, on 
the other hand, b^[ins with the use of what is immediately 
available. The ends, means, and foundations of planning 
exist on the same plane of l^torical reality ; the crowding 
together of men and things in society is &e foundation 
of planning. This provides the means, and only on this 
basis can we attain our next goal, and undertake the 
moulding of society in the right way. 

In d^ng with ^ncipk media we have no free, 
unlinuted power of disposition. Instead of this, what we 
need is the right strategy by which to work with or against 

* BtMUthma in it* pme form i* perfanp* poaaiUe only in ocdonisa* 
tkm. Bnt even this is enon^ to indicate it* Uieoretical pontbiUty. The 
fact, fw esample, tirnt onr traamort facilitie* have seiUy grown 
tnditionally in the sense Utat they have passed fhion|^ every sta^ from 
discovery to tiie ratfamany regulated inventtan of a railway system prove* 
aoUiing a^dnst tidsAeoietiical possibittty. 
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the current in which these principia are moving, according 
to the most favourable points of control, which the planning 
will can find. 

In order to understand rightly the chief characteristics 
of planning, it must be distinguished from administration,^ 
which is no longer political. This latter emerges as soon 
as the social structure passes from the stage of planning 
into a completely organized state, and as soon as all or most 
of the historical forces, which have arisen in the struggle, 
have been brought under control through strategy. We 
could, of course, decide to describe this stage as planning, 
too. We should like, however, to reserve this word for the 
predictive strategy which strives to bring under its control 
the as yet uncoordinated principia media of the social 
process. Planning is the reconstruction of an historically 
developed society into a unity which is regulated more and 
more perfectly by mankind from certain central positions. 
It is possible, of course, that the age of planning will be 
followed by one of mere administration. It is also possible 
that at a later stage all that we now call history, namely 
the unforeseeable, fateful dominance of uncontrolled social 
forces, will come to an end. As contrasted with administra- 
tion, planning is thus a form of conduct still operating 
within the framework of history. As we understand it, 
planning is foresight deliberately applied to human affairs, 
so that the social process is no longer merely the product of 
conflict and competition. "Whether we will ever fully succeed 
is not at issue here. It is also not a question of whether 
we prefer a planned society. What we must realize is that 
we cannot escape this task ; that all the tenseness in the 
atmosphere of our times arises from this redirection of 
human willing and thinking which is now in progress, and 
that without recognizing this trend, we cannot under- 
stand the age in which we live. 


VIII 

The VouTiONAL and Emotional Aspects op Planning 

With this we imply that social planning is no empty 
theory unconnected with practical life. This is why we 

* Ci. further on the nature of administration, pp. 294 £f. 


H* 
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spoke, previously, of a strategy of planning. If planning 
involves the discovery of those key-positions from which 
the ultimate prindpia media of the social process can he 
bent to do one’s then planning implies the existenf^ 
of that will and the power to intervene at the very poinp 
where intervention is required.^ \ 

Now this enterprising " will to plan ” cannot be confined 
to the individual alone. It need not, on the other hand, be 
the majority which supplies the original impulse. Minorities 
can now take the lead in decisions of the collective will 
and in carr 3 dng out a social reconstruction. Owing to the 
fact that modem economic, political, administrative, and 
cultural institutions have a tendency towards centralization, 
the minorities which obtain power can make use of this 
machinery. We have already shown, however, that it is the 
paradox of the period of reconstruction that those groups 
which are seeking to realize the new society still retain the old 
outlook and try to plan one-sidedly for themselves or for the 
groups which they represent. Because of this they create a 
twofold contradiction in their scheme. First they want a 
totalitarian system for the benefit of a particular interest, 
namely to make the planning which is possible only for all 
useful to the special interests of particular groups. Secondly 
to bring it ateut they intensify the competition and con- 
flict for power to an extreme degree, furthering thereby the 
typically unplanned and irratiomd processof natural selection. 
These contradictions are not im^nary, but are directly 
demonstrated from events, especially since this struggle 
for key-positions in planning is waged more vigoroudy 

^ FMyer is right when he says in his Wirtschaft und Planung (Hamburg, 
1933) that planning is not a purely theoretical act and is not conceivable 
without power. This assertion a^ees with our contention based on the 
sociology of knowledge that all thinking is determined by the actual 
situation and by the will. The fascist element in Freyer's formulation, 
however, is shown in the fact that an over-emphasis on power leads one 
to think that power and violence are the really decisive phases of planning. 
One confines oneself to the maxim that once one has power, the plan will 
emerge of itself. This is an attitude which has a certain justification at 
the level of discov^ and invention but which, at the present level, leads 
only to violent crises since, by dictatorship alone, the conflicts which 
exist are by no means abolished. Instead, it freezes the life-giving mobility 
of those elements which had formerly the best chances of mscovering 
new adaptations. 

Cf. Paul Tillich's book. Die sosialisHsehe EtUscheidung, Potsdam, 1933, 
which in many respects has found the right approach to these problems. 



EMOTIONAL ASPECTS OF PLANNING 195 

under dictatorships than anywhere else. As long as this 
stage of one-sided control prevails one cannot speak of 
successful planning, since the rigorous struggle which was 
once carried out between different social groups, is now 
concentrated at the head. Tensions arise which are focused 
on the positions of authority as they exist within the 
national political and social units as well as in the world 
arena. The question is now whether this conflict can 
be ended and planning can be achieved in such a way that 
this violent struggle for hegemony will cease. Can this 
more and more integrated network of relationships be used 
to secure, not opposition but co-operation ? Or, in other 
words : is there any chance that this social system can so 
direct our impulses, that either spontaneously, or by planning 
and guidance, the prevailing antagonism can be changed 
into co-operation ? 

It is possible that a new social situation will never pro- 
duce new human beings who will think and integrate their 
impulses in a new way. It is possible that a new social 
situation wiU never produce the types of persons required 
in the proper numbers. But it is also possible that there 
are tendencies in the social system, which rightly guided 
by minorities will make it possible to bring about a change of 
thought and will. 

Theoretically, there can be no objections to the possibility 
of a change in the expression of the elementary human 
impulses, for we have experienced far greater changes than 
these in history. Even without planned control the bourgeois 
type was gradually produced from the appropriate 
enclaves in the feudal surroundings. And modern industrial 
bureaucracy, superseding competition, arose in response to 
the growth of large scale industrial technique. 

Such a process of the redirection of impulses and ideas 
may be seen at work within our own generation and 
surroundings, whenever an opposition group comes to power. 
In the new position the old problems appear in a new 
guise, and unconsciously the attitude of the group to the 
problems changes completely. 

The rate of transformation can indeed — as we shall see 
later— be accelerated, if deliberate changes in education 
we planned, corresponding to the parallel social tendencies 
in the same direction. ’\^ereas education becomes empty 
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preaching when there ^ no real situation to which it refers, 
it accelerates the process of transformation when it is 
bound up with social forces whidi are inoving in the same 
direction. Here, too, the decisive question is whether the 
prindjfia media in transformation of mw .are succe^ 
fully co-ordinated with the prindpia media of the sodU 
system. _ \ 

On this occasion we wi^ to explain only the formalr 
mechanisms which are at work in the integrating tendencies 
of the present stage of social development and to t h i nk of 
this problem, too, in terms of open alternatives. It is 
conceivable t^t conflict can lead to ever greato’ mt^prations, 
so that there remain in the end only a few, and in extreme 
cases only two conflicting power-groups within the 
individual state and the mtemational system. For the sake 
of clarity we will consider this process separately as it 
occurs within political groups and between &em. If large 
units become int^;rated according to the old principle of 
the still unplanned society, i.e. by conflict, something like 
this will happen: Conflict has hitherto been a means of 
integration as well as of disintegration. Thus it is not 
impossible that up to a point the use of violence will bring 
abqut a more and more intensive centralization. In an 
extreme case only two powerful antagonists mig^t remain. 
The int^iration which follows takes the form of a victory 
for one party which subdues the other completdy. In sudh 
a case Aete is still the chance that the conquered group 
will indirectly absorb some of the power of the victorious 
one and from below influence the planning to its own 
advantage. It is, however, also possible that the struggle 
will end in a deadlock or in mutual annihilation. In ^ 
conflict which takes place within the boundaries of the 

* W« pedu^ not triwiljr justified in constniing the proUem of 
power intention in snch n fonnal and abstnet way as we are doing 
nere— by diaiegaiding the actual opponents wbo an in it. 

But our excuse is tiiat, on tbe one uutd, in the general flux mto wbich 
tilings have fallen at pxesoit, the concrete power groupings cannot be 
determined in advance, and on the other hand, it is not our task to make 
political pipphedes. For the examination of our prDUem-.^bich kind of 
social fanes and dreumstanoes could either in the past or fntun oonvect 
hostility into rational insight and co-opetstioii— a ronn^ ouUine of the 
poadUe trends of events is enough and vu,j sometimes throw more li|ht 
on tiw besie farces than an analysis which holds very doseiy to historical 
and ococrete fonns. 
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national states tiiere is still the pcmbility that ptessute 
from the outside will force the p^es to a peaceM corn- 
promise— such as the aiiatration of their dualities. It is 
a much more difficult matter in conflicts oa an inter- 
national scale, where large integrated powar units, nations or 
continents or other types of associated groups, contiont 
one another. Since oifly the principle of ccmflict is at 
work here, there is a considerable possibility that one of the 
great warr^ ^ups will triumph over the entire Add and 
through this victory carry out a unified plan. Much more 
likely, however, is another possibility, namely that sudi 
a fii^ contest will lead to mutual destruction. 

Yet another way remains open — ^it is that unified planning 
will come abort through imderstanding, agreement, and 
compromise, i.e. that the state of mind triumph in the 
key-positions of international society which Mtiberto has 
been possible only, within a given national group, within 
whose enclaves peace was establi^ed by sudi methods. 
Such a change of outlook would, it is true, be a real 
revolution in world history, since it would represent a 
solution to a major crisis, which for the first time would be 
based not on fear or coercion but on understanding. It 
has hitherto been part of the nature of conflict that two 
warring groups would only make peace of their own firee 
will if they feared a common enemy. If we had to rest 
our hopes only on the conflict principle, it would be 
necessary at the penultimate stage of world-wide integration 
to invent some extonal enemy, e.g. the inhabitants of Mars, 
who because of their potential threat would compel the 
still antagonistic groups to come to terms. But since such 
an enemy from another world cannot be considered, we must 
try to find out whether it is possible to come to an under- 
standing which would exclude violence and oppression in 
the field of conflict in another way. The following method 
is theoretically possible, but cannot be guaranteed to wmk. 

In all previous wars one of the combatants could always 
hope to annihilate the other. In contrast with this, it becomes 
more and more obvious that modem war destroj^ them both. 
F^ of the horrible destructive power of a future wu 
might become so intense that it would act just like fear in 
the face of a real enemy. In this case cominomises m^t 
be readied frmn fear of a cmning general slaughter and the 
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national states would subordinate themselves to a central 
organization which would undertake to plan for everyone. 

Nothing is further from our intentions than to constr^t 
what are sometimes called utopias. But it would be a matter 
of utopias only if we were to assume that the conflicti^^ 
parties " suddenly ” imderwent a conversion, out of \a 
spontaneous change of heart without being brought to it 
some social device. We have, however, assumed that feaf 
was the motor impulse behind insight and have merely 
expressed the hope that situations would emerge in which fear 
would work in the way we have suggested. The question 
remains, then, wtether war in general or the certain 
destruction which it represents can engender the same 
type of fear as a common enemy. Fear of an enemy led to 
a change of mind in certain situations and called forth, so 
to speak, dialectical tmderstanding through discussion and 
solution, by compromise. In the instance we have men* 
tioned the frightful power universally possessed by modem 
military weapons might possibly act Uke a second nature. 
Just as men in earlier times bwded together against the 
emmty of Nature and in this way arrived at an organized 
division of labour, this mass of munitions of terrific 
explosive power might play the part once played by Nature. 

To be sure, there is not much in favour of this h 3 rpothesis 
at the present time, especially now when we are witnessing 
the most overwhelming regressions in the irrationd search 
for power and in its exercise. Nevertheless, it is not entirely 
beyond the limits of possibility that at the stage of late 
industrial development, the rising effects of magg 
irrationalities and the overwrought suspense might recoil 
and that there might arise a sort of " catharsis ”. Of course, 
this dissolution of tensions can also lead to lethargy. It is, 
however, quite possible that as, for instance, after the 
Wars of Religion, when the religious fanaticism and 
irrationality in general, were in a certain sense transcended, 
&ere should now emerge, following this great tide of 
irrationalism, a new reac^ess to listen to reason. In this 
comparison we most keep in mind that the reverence for 
rea^n and the tolerance of enlightenment were confined to 
limited groups of 41ites; nevertheless, disenchantment 
itself was rather widespread. To this should be added the 
fact that the changes, which at that time took jfiace only 
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in small ^te groups, can in principle be realized in modem 
times in the masses, too, especis^y since in this case we 
are dealing with classes wMch have already undergone 
what we have called " fundamental democratization 
The new vigour of the masses and the surge of irrationality 
which it brings in its train can be appraised from the point 
of view of a possible development other than the one we 
mentioned in the first part of this book. One can regard the 
events which are now taking place as the first stage in a general 
process of enlightenment in which, for the first time, broad 
human groups are drawn into the field of political experi- 
ment and so gradually learn to understand the stracture of 
political life. When looked at in this context, it is not 
entirely inconceivable that contemjwraty mass enthusiasm 
is the i^t symptom of the penetration into political life of 
classes which hitherto have been politically indifferent, and 
that in spite of the extremely tense atmosphere and 
against the will of those who seek to control the process, 
the practical education of the masses in political t hinking 
is taking place before our eyes. It should not be forgotten 
that the labour movement, which is typically rational in 
its attitude towards the social process, began as a machine- 
wrecking movement. These are obviously only possibilities 
which are contained in the conflicting tendendes of our 
epoch and nothing is further from our intentions here than 
to present these prospects as prophecies. It would, how- 
ever, be an unpardonable error if, for fear of appearing 
utopian, one failed to mention certain existing factors 
and suppressed certain tendencies of development only 
because they imply the possibility of a transformation 
of man. 


IX 

The Problem of Transforming Man 

The immediate task of our time seems to be to think 
out our economic organization in dynamic terms and 
accordii^ to a strategy which will so co-ordinate the now 
prevailing tendencies that they will no longer conflict. 
Tim pditical problem, therefore, is to organize human 
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impulses in sudi a way that they will direct their energy 
to the right strategic points, and steer the total pro- 
cess of ^velopment in the desired direction. If th^ 
are the problems, then a static psychology which ata- 
ceives of “ man in general ’* on the basis of what mlui 
is to-day is on the wrong track. It may be noted that 
often tho% thinkers who are economically and politicalj^ 
progressive, in their political analyses take an eternal human 
nature for granted. In doing this they unwittingly confuse 
Man with the man as he is found in the present social 
order. In our approach to psychological problems we must 
find a way of mediating between this unconscious con- 
servativism and a misdirected utopianism.* For it is just as 
erroneous to believe that human nature remains eternally 
the same as it is to assume that it can be moulded at w^ 
and is infinitely plastic. 

Our approach to problems of social psychology ^otdd 
also be quite different from that of the epodr which is now 
passing. We should neither start our anal)rsis with *' man 
in g^eral” nor should we confine ourselves to purely 
individual cases, deducing them from the most abstract 
principles. Rather should we always attempt to view 

^ertzler, Joyce O., in History of Utopian Thought (London, 1023), 
t h i nk s that the chief characteristic of the 8o«called ** Utopians '* is that 
^ey assumed a type of human nature which did not exist but which once 
it was constructed, was favourable to their ideals. In tnxtii, such a con- 
struction which is based on non-existent and impossible human beings 
deserves to be called ** utopian ** and ha^ nothing in common with 
sociology. 

i^other question is whether we are also bound to bdieve that human 
existen c e is conceivable only in the form in which we know it under 
capitalism, and whether we are not justified in analysing more precisely 
the scope of human transformability. Even if one is convinced £it 
can be modified, the planned approach is obliged to start with those 
forms bf psychological req>onses which we find in our presmit society* 
realism as to the point of departure need not, however, lead to the 
iejectioii of that other form of utopia which has the courage to regard 
that which does not exist ot whii^ hardly exists in our society as possible 
in a socie^ which has a difierent type of organization. Every attempt at 
planniiy is utopian in tins latter positive sense : it seeks to direct given 
mcts-^|-including p^chological ones — ^in such a way that new facts will 
come into being in place of those now existing. 

Concerning this positive sense of the concept of utopia cf. my ideology 
and Utopia (English translation by Wirth, L., and Shils, E.), New York 
and London, 19%, pp. 176 seqq., as weU as my artide “ Utopia in the 
En^ehpmdia oj^ Sooiai Sciences where further literature on the problem 
is leferM to, also Hans Ftoyer, DieMiUsche Insei. Eine GescMckte dee 
Utopian von Plato hit jwr Geganwaat (Ldpa^ 1936). 
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mdividiial facts and individual human beings in their 
particular social context as it reflects itsdf in their character. 
Just as inventive thinking assembled an individual machine 
or formed an individual organization according to gaieral 
principles of mechanics and organization, 'wi&out at the 
same time considering the prindpia media of the particular 
sphere involved, so the older psychology occupied itself 
only with the human mind in general and in abstracto. In 
therapeutics it concentrated on the individual to be cured, 
whose characteristic symptoms were diagnosed and treated 
according to general principles. The approach of the planning 
era is heralded by new developments in psycbolc^. We 
no longer leave those modifications, which are individually 
necessary in a giv^ situation to unconscious adaptation or, 
as We used to say, to " chance ", but rather attempt to pro- 
vide for the best possible adjustment in advance. Similar 
developments are to be found in all those scientific toadendes 
which use a sodological in place of an abstract p^chology 
(i.e. those which instead of speaking of man in goiet^, 
speak of the mind of the child, of the adolescent and even 
more concretely of the mind of the proletarian adolescent, 
of the young girl worker, of the unemployed, of the various 
occupations, etc.) and wUch divide up the problem fiuther 
along historical and sodological lines. Thus, one tries to 
investigate the origin of the monastic, the feudal, and the 
bourgeois types. These represent the first steps toward 
an interdependent approach. There is no variation of the 
human mind in itself, but reasonably enou{^ only a 
variability determined by the situation (in which, obyioudy, 
certain situations as, for example, the ramily situation, are 
of spedal importance) nor is there any diange in the 
economic or social structure which takes place in isolation. 
No economic order can be brou^t into existence as long 
as the corresponding human type does not also emei^e.^ 

^ In tills connection, the case which sthnulated Max Weber to make 
his investigations of C^vintsm, remains highly instmctive. An attempt 
was made to introduce piece-rates in areas where a traditional outkm 
Prevailed. The result was that the Catholic women workers in certain 
sections where the new principle of increasing one's earnings had not yet 
been mlited, stopped their work as soon as thqr had earned the amount 
needed te tbsir customary level of maintenance. Even capitalism can 
function only when it simnltaneonsly created the coneroonaing human 
which in the earning of m<mey is dominated by w priachple of 

mere and more aTMax Weber, Die pcotsetantieche Eth& end 
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When psycholc^ turns its attention to social phenomena 
it perceives first of all the immediate environment — ^the 
imme^ate situation. But it will push forward inevitab(ly 
into that sphere of social history from which not only the 
changes in the environment, but also those social forc^ 
which mould the age first spring — ^i.e. its principia media. 
When it concentrates its attention on this level of social 
events it will no longer explain the changing individual 
solely in terms of his immediate environment. It will rather 
integrate the outstanding characteristics of am historical 
humam t}^ according to the corresponding chauacteristics 
of the society in which we live. In order to distinguish 
between these two t}7pes of approach, we might use the 
expressions : " environmental sociad psychology^ ” amd 
" structural social psychology ". 

Psychology will in our opinion take over the methods of 
planned thinking to the degree in which it discovers key 
positions in the sphere of structural sociology, when certain 
kinds of behaviour cam be predicted or produced with a high 
degree of accuracy, even in otherwise differing individual 
types. It will seek for laws which turn aiside the aggressive 
impulses and guide them towards sublimation. It note 
th^ correlation between rational amd irrational impulses 
in the humam mind and the thoroughgoing rationali^tion 
of a society. It will investigate how thought and experience 
are formed by the social positions airising out of the social 
structure. With these observations ais a beginning, it will 
be possible to mould personal intercourse in a more realistic 
way. The plamning approach is ailready at work here, amd 
with it men will have outgrown the notion that psychological 
attitudes amd types of personality can only t^e the form 

der Geist des Kapitalismus/' in voL i, pp. 94 «eqq., of his GesammelU 
Aufsmze zur JReligianssoziohgu, Tfibingen, 1920 (English translation by 
Takott Parsons* The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, New 
York and London* 1930). 

^ As an example of environmental social psychology* I will refer to 
Bosemann* A.* P&dagogische MUieuhunde (Halle* a. d. S.* 1927)* and the 
HanUmch der pddagogischen MUieuhunde, ed. by Busemann (Halle* a* d. S.* 
1932). Both have good bibliographies, llie first and the third stndy of our 
book in contrast with these works must be viewed as a study in structural 
social psychology. A large amount of the literature of environmental 
social ps^ol^ is summarized in Murphy* Gardner and Lois Barclay* 
Experimental Sodai Psychology, 1st edition (New York, 1931) and 2nd 
edition with Theodore M. Newcomb (New York, 1987). Bow editions 
contain eixtensive bibliographies. 



THE PROBLEM OF TRANSFORMING MAN 203 

in which they occur to us in our age and in our society. 
Thus our main concern is to discover or to reconstruct the 
range of variability on a broad historical scale, and then to 
relate these attitudes and types to the historical and social 
setting in which they occurred and to which they belonged. 

This striving is clearest in recent tendencies in education 
which no longer aim at forming an ideal person in general, 
but a person which will probably be needed in the next 
stage of social development. When, for example, grades and 
marks are done away with in the school,^ in order to check 
the nurture of over-ambitious and competitive persons, 
one brings to an end a human type which is too well 
represented in the highest ranks of our society and which 
finds its own reward by success in contest with others. At 
the same time modem education should and could cul- 
tivate those existing t3?pes which have the capacity to sub- 
limate, to strive for intrinsic values — i.e. for goods which can 
be had without depriving others. In as far as group 
education is redirected along these lines, man can be trans- 
formed so that he is fit for a society whose mainsprings are 
not competition and natural conflict. Previously it was orfy 
in special technical training that we gave a man an education 
which supplied him with the necessary technical knowledge 
to do his job. In contrast with this, contemporary 
education is slowly but consciously beginning to plan not 
only the communication of skill, knowledge, and technique, 
but also those prindpia media, of character formation * which 
have hitherto been left to themselves and through which even 
the principles on which the social structure rests are to be 
transformed. In other words, through these efforts, the 
entire person is to be remoulded so that by using these nw 
t3rpes of personality, it will be possible to transform the social 
structure in its psychological dimensions. 

It could be objected — and not without justification — ^that 
this attempt is not entirely new and that, for example, the 
church, too, has claimed that it was educating the whole 
man. It constructed a human type according to a pattern 

* Cf. Cuny, W. B., The Sehtxa and a Changing Civiliiotitm (London. 
1934). espedray the chapter "Competitiott and Marks". Cf. in the 
Bibliograidiy : ih, 7. '* Education as a Means of Social Technique. 

* Cf, in the Bibitography: iii, 1, "The Science of Influencing Human 
BAavionr". 
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ifftaich it thon^t desirable, just as later, following its 
example, the state brought up the citizen and before tip, 
court society set up the "courtier'’ as its educatio^ 
ideal The main distinction between present-day attemto 
and those whidi took place earlier seems to us, however, p 
be a two-fold one. \ 

First, vdiereas former societies confined themselves to the 
IHroduction of types which were adjusted only to partial 
situations and could only function successfully there, we 
are to-day attempting to produce a type which is not only 
adapted to certain social milieu, but ^bo to the prindpia 
media of our social structure. Thus, it is from the very 
beginning more flexible and better able to adapt itself to aU 
the various situations furesented by contemporary life. 

Further, it is much more important to assume that 
hitherto educational ideals have taken shape through 
unplanned chance discovery and selection, whereas reflection 
has now increased to such a degree that we can consciously 
make our sdection of ideals or reshape them, according to 
the social function they have to perform. 

In this connection we can recall with what sociological 
consciousness the long enduring ideal of asceticism in the 
various countries was revised and reintetpreted ; how, in 
England, the Puritan and Victorian roots of s^-denial, 
frugality, and repression gradually became apparrait (for 
example, in the spiritual revolt manifested in Butler's The 
Way of AU Flesh ) ; how in Germany the same anti-ascetic 
tendm^y was expressed in the works of Nietzsdie, Max 
Weber, and Freud. In all these cases, moral arguments 
were used less and less, and were gradually replaced 
by utilitarian analyses of a sociological and ps3%hd[ogical 
land. Take, for instance, the sociologists’ attempt to r^te 
the asceticism of early Protestantism with tte primary 
accumulation of capital. 

It is by no means true that \re have to deal with a given 
human t}^ and hence must order our sodety according 
to ^ dictates of an immutable human nature. What we 
do is rather to accept the older human t3rpe as it stands in 
first pl^, i^d then try, by a wise strata, to guide 
it whilte it is still in action. It is pnmusing and thoron^y 
radistic to try to transform a person udren we meet him 
in a dynamic environment, so that we can stimulate a <Aange 



THE PROBLEM OF TRANSFORMING MAN 205 

in his psydiologkal reactions, ccmduct and ideas, with a 
continuous refoence to the changing stimidi of the social 
backipound. Whenever a school is concdved of as an 
experimental community, this kind of phumed transfmma- 
tion sems to be at work. 

Once we have reached this stage of thought, the pro- 
gressive significance of certain psychologual and pmlo- 
sophical currents suddenly becomes dear. is particularly 

true of pragmatism, bi^viourism, and psy<&o-anal]rsis 
among o&ers. 

In vdiat follows we want to investigate how these funda- 
moital tendendes in psychology and in certain schools of 
philosophy arose from the main sodal trends of our time, 
and how they fulfil certain functions in the social process. 
It is for the most part not recognized that the (Merent 
philosophical, psychological, and educational theories which 
exist in a period are not the acddental discoveries of 
individuals but are the result of a collective experiment ; 
and that even in these spheres the human inteUect is con- 
fronted with tasks the real, but often hidden, inter- 
dependence of which is only apparent to the sodologist. The 
in^vidual psydidogists, ^ucationalists, and philosophers 
are so comj^etely adjusted to their particular tasks andtso 
taken up with the difficulties and details of their specaal 
spheres ^t they cannot see why just these particular tasks 
presented themselves in the course of history. They do 
not see the coimections which produce these difficulties 
and problms; they take them for granted without 
realizing that every maladjustment and every conflict 
is t3rpical of the society in whidi it arises, and that 
coUsequently the sociological diagnosis is best once it knows 
how to analyse the so^ situation. At the same time, 
however, from these philosophical, psydiological, and 
educatirmal theories, and indeed from the sodal sdenoes in 
gencnl we can see how the sdoatific. man ^proaches 
the object of his studies. In his approach to the 
psydidogy of othn men, and to tiie confik^ of society in 
general, Ik is unconsdously guided 1^ certain dominant 
habits of fhonc^t which have ^wntaneousty grown up in 
society and which the scientist unwitting^ takes over. The 
imccmscbus imptiratio"* of tiie sdentmc treatment 
society (lor instuice, how this treatmmit zdates theory and 
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practice to one another) are thus s]pnptoms of the changing 
nature of society itself, and no sociology is complete which 
fails to treat these changes in science as s^ptomslof 
changes in society. I 

The positive significance of pragmatism} i.e. its meaniW 
for the approach to a new mode of thought in preparatiop 
for a new era of planning, as I see it, is that it no longdr 
sets an abstract barrier between thought and action. In 
a certain sense this is an important step towards inter- 
dependent thinking. Pragmatism was aware of that organic 
process by which every act of thought is essentially a part of 
conduct and rejected the older artificial distinction between 
action and pure theory which certain philosophers, isolated 
from the world, had invented. Only to those who live a 
cloistered life can the nature of thought appear as purely 
contemplative, i.e. as self-contained and not as an instrument 
of life and action. In life as it was originally lived there 
was no thought which was not directly linked with 
action. To overlook or to deny this integration of thought 
in conduct is to deny that thought in its very nature is 
determined by the situation. From the scientific point 
of view it is very wholesome to make clear once more the 
creative significance of action and to realize that only a new 
type of action can give birth to a new type of thought. This 
spirit has borne fruit in education as can be seen in the 
attempt to replace the older abstract sermonizing by a new 
technique of transformation. This consists in creating 
situations in which the children can practise the principles 
which they have been taught. Mere admonition and 
exhortation have been abandoned. 

Although there is the healthy element in pragmatism 
which rejects the idealistic abstraction which breaks the 
unity of thought and action, its limitations in its present 
form are that it has too narrow a conception of the context of 
action in which thinking arises. If by action one understands 
only the practical everyday handling of things, and focuses 
one’s attention only on the individual with his immediate 

* Of the literature on pragmatism I cite only James, William, 
PragmoHsm', and Dewey. John, Studies in Logical Theory (Chicago, 
1903 and 1909), his important Human Nature and Conduct (New York, 
1930), and his Logie (New York. 1938). Cf. also Mead. G. H., Mind, Self, 
and Society (Chicago, 1935) ; The PhUotophy of the Act (Chicago, 1938). 
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tasks and litnited interests, it should be made clear that one 
is dealiiig only with thought at the level of chance discovery 
— ^a state of affairs in which the practical, immediate, and often 
unconscious acts of adaptation are primary. At this stage 
thinking pla3rs only a secondary rdle, as it is lacking in 
constructive power. It only fills the gap between isolated 
“ huiiches " and its only task is to exemplify the significance 
of things as the^ emerge in the course of the trial and error 
process. Thinl^g first becomes distinct from immediate 
chance discovery when invention projects in advance an 
idea of the object to be constructed and analyses this concrete 
object into abstract elements in order to recombine them into 
a new object to promote its own ptuposes. In any case, this 
stage proves that the capacity for abstraction springs firom 
a higher level of activity than that of chance discovery — 
i.e. from the stage of inventive thinking. 

As soon as thought passed from the stage of chance 
discovery to that of invention, it became impossible 
immediately to grasp the connection betvreen thought 
and action, and this was the origin of the distortion of idealist 
philosophy which conceived of thought as independent 
of practical necessity. This stage of thou^t made it plausible 
to speak of *' ideas " which anticipate conduct and which 
guide it. As the classical illustration has it, the idea of the 
house exists in the mind of the architect before it exists in 
the external world. 

Once thought was conceived of in these terms, one very 
soon was led to conceive of all mental activities as a priori 
to any experience. It would, however, be just as incorrect 
to deny t^t on this level of practice, i.e. on the level of in- 
ventive thinking, a certain degree of abstraction, anticipating 
the object to be invented, is necessary, just as it is dangerous 
to over-emphasize the independence of this abstraction from 
its background of concrete activity. Thought at the stage 
of invention is independent of the demand of immediate 
activity. It is not, however, absolute or autonomous. 

The solution of the difficulty seems to us to he in the fact 
that inventive thinking cannot be understood within the 
rodius of action of the single individual. For that reason 
it appears to be absolute if by absolute one understands 
that it is severed from the context of individual activity. 
But inventive thinking is, still obviously bound to the 
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context of action in a broader sense. This is clear 
when one focuses attention on the web of thought and 
action of the whole historical group within T^ch( it 
arises. Thus the pragmatic nature of thought is not reve 
at this stage by considering individual action alone, but oijly 
if one focuses attention on group action of which the form^ 
is a part. Even the tranation from discovery to invention i 
not to be attributed merely to an individual achievement, bui 
rather to the fact that the group in its collective adaptation 
passed from a more primitive form of production with a very 
slight division of labour (as, for instance, primitive hunting 
and gathering) to a more complicated division of labour. 
Owing to the progress of division of labour and of social 
functions, the objects and institutions which formerly were 
handled as wholes seem to be merely fragmentary to the 
individual who approaches them thinking only of his own 
share in the collective work. Abstraction is by no means 
determined by the object but rather by the form of activity 
of the knowing sulqect and especially by the group organiza- 
tion of which the subject is a member. T hinking signifies 
then “ thinking for a group ”. The wider the scope of 
activity, the greater the division of labour, the larger the 
number of members for whom the same thing must be 
made clear from the point of view of different tasks, the 
more are the sodali^ individuals compelled to divert 
their attention from individual institutions and processes, 
as they would appear from a purely personal standpoint 
and to develop a technique of abstraction which can be 
used by the group as a whole. Hence, there are just as 
many possible forms of abstraction as there are collective, 
active approaches to the handling of things in an historical 
community. Thus, diviaon of labour and social functions 
produces more points of view in any given anmnunity 
than any aini^e individual actually needs, so tlmt it is possible 
for him to learn more than he will need in real life. T^e com- 
munity in its language and concepts builds up a store of 
experiences and abstractions, corresponding to approaches 
wl^ were current in its history. This is the reason why 
the individual, when he contemplates the vast body of 
abstractions which is available to him, has the feeling 
that the categories and processes of thought wwe g^ven to 
man adien he first entered this wmM; mythotogicaliy 



THE PROBLEM OF TRANSFORMING HAN 209 

eqiressed, this takes the form of the bdief that his concepts 
and his perceptum are drawn ficom a world bqrond. In 
actual fact the existing body of ideas (and the same apfdies 
to vocatalaty) never exce^ the horizon and the radios 
of activity of tiie society in question. Thus the illusion that 
thor^ht at the level of invention is completdy independent 
of the cont^ of conduct arises from the fact that in a 
hi^y stratified society with a Comdex division of labour, 
the collective framework of action has already bear lost 
to the eye. The individual can retain the illuaon of his 
intellectual independence since he no longer has the diance 
to see how his own actions and experiences grow out of 
the collective ones. At the level of invortive thinking, the 
praj^tist explanation is valid for the group but not for 
the individual — not directly at any rate. 

That the radius of activity of the individual is not the 
same as that of the group can "be confirmed by much simpler 
facts. It has often been observed that the individual 
inventions vdiich ate made in society, do not arise from 
chance in^rirations but come about through a dow accumu- 
lation of discoveries and inventive actions. The framework 
of the individual invention, which develops in apparent 
isolation, grows up along the lines of collective interests, 
whidr for their part are closely bound up with the common 
radius of activity of group me although there are many 
intermediate linl& This is the only true explanation of 
the fact of simultaneous invention by independent individuals 
within the same society.^ What is true of discovery and 
invoition is true also of the forms and technique of know^. 
The error of pragmatism, as a product of the age of Uberaliam, 
is that it has in mind only the activity of the individual 
and does not see that Ifre individual really represents 
onl^ a section of the activity and experioice of the whole 
so(^ group. The determination of thought by situatioiu 
can never be demonstrated if one tries to undostand it 
exclusively in terms of the practical activity of the single 
individuaL The point where action passes over into thought 

* Cl lor annwrons illvitationf caocMning Uii* lint, Viokaadt, A., 
^ StUUnU im KuUmwmM, Letetig, 1808. Alao jbuia, W. F., SoHal 
Cka^ (Near Yoik, 19S9), pp. 80 wqq. Aad aiote reMatiiy, GilfiSaa, 
S. C., Tm Soeiohgy of /mmmmm (Chicago, 1835), pp. 71 aeqq. (tb^ Xla- 
mportaaoa ol the ladividoaU, d also Katioaal Reaouroea CMoaiirtae. 

Tmidt mti Nmomi PeUty, WaaUagtaa. D.C« 1887. 



axo THOUGHT AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 

will be found more easily if the whole background of the 
historical community is considered. The concrete tangible 
actions of the individual become intelligible only wheni in 
order to place them correctly, the historical conations and 
the tasks and functions of the group from which they sprW 
have been reconstructed in imagiimtion. It is only witito 
these larger contexts that the special functions of individual 
classes and persons and the inUbitions which th^ impo^ 
can be understood. The sociological history of intellectu!^ 
life is fundamentally nothing more than the j>ost factum 
reconstruction of the fimctional units and the trend of 
action in a given society, through which, even with the help 
of many intermediate links, we can explain why this or that 
person was interested in this or that subject and why from 
his standpoint he saw, or distorted, things in such and 
such a way. 

At the stage of planned thinking the gap between knowing 
and acting is in a certain sense greater than it is at the level 
of invention, where it is directed towards immediate aims. 
For the total plan is even farther in advance of direct action 
than at previous levels. As we have seen, thought, as the 
s^thesis of all the acts of thinking taking place in an 
l]^torical community actually covers more than is required 
by the immediate tasks which single individuals have to 
solve in their own narrow range of experience. In a complex 
society in which the various activities are interdependently 
organized, the individual in the course of his own experience, 
finds himself more and more involved through his own 
actions in the collective activity and organization. 

In liberal society the connections between different goals 
as they supplement each other in society can only be followed 
with difficidty by the individual as he sets about his daily 
business. The individual, caged in by his own private 
motives — ^the search for profit, and so on, sees nothing more 
in society than many other individuals similar to himself 
^t^ individually one agmnst the other. How these 
individual acts are socially integrated is quite outside his 
range of vision. In the liberal social order, the integration 
of tte social-economic structure takes place, so to speak, 
bdiind the backs of the participants. The individual remains 
blind to the larger society which is coming into being, and to 
the consequences of his own actions, since he can see merely 
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his own field of enteiprise and thinks only of his own 
activities. One can, it is true, think out an elaborate scheme 
of “ pre-established harmony ” by which these conflicting 
actions, contrary to appearances, form a sdf-equilibrating 
cycle of events.^ 

It is given only to the philosopher, or later to the social 
scientist, to complete these missing links in the chain 
binding the individual to society ; and then only hypotheti- 
cally ; he cannot actually trace out all their effects in 
every^y life. It is a different matter in a society which is 
becoming more and more closely organized. If I act in 
this more organized society, the consequences of my actions 
are more clearly visible since they do not immediately 
run off into an overwhelxningly vast network of competi- 
tion as in liberalism, but run along the weU-wom tracks 
of a fully co-ordinated division of functions. It is true 
that the final step is not immediately visible from the first 
one, but our actions lead us with much less ambiguity into 
the network of integrated activities in society. In such a 
society the individual merchants and producers and all 
the other socially dependent human beings are forced, as a 
result of the increasing interdependence, to take political 
and psychological probabilities into account in deciding 
how they will act. The individuals in leading positions who, 
to some extent, act independently — and in a crisis even those 
dependent individuals whose security is threatened — are 
given a sharper impetus towards a point of view which takes 
into account not merely their own immediate interests but 
also the ultimate effects of their activities on society itself. In 
this way actions which seem to be effective in the short run 
can be seen to defeat their own ends when viewed with a 
longer perspective. The individual who achieves this point 
of view is thus enabled to see his place within the krger 
historical situation, and this in turn in its place in the field 
of forces at work in the total social process. In this way 
he can at least perceive the connection between his own 
actions and the collective actions, between his own horizon 
and the collective horizon (understanding by the latter, the 
integration of all of the social relationdiips which have 

* SodnanappioachiafcmiidinEiit^iiitenectttalhiBtoiylroiaMaade- 
viOe to Adam Snitli. 
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become visible at a given stage of historical devdopment).* 
The individual discovers, or at least has the chance of 
dbcovering in his own conduct, those aspects of dependcmce 
on the lai^er context which in the liberal mrder were So 
hiddm * Umt it was difficult to see even the contradict!^ 
prevailing in the contemporary social system. \ 

Thus the plaiming approadr outruns the immedis^e 
acticms of the individual even more than in liberal society 
where separate individual ends wm pursued. The tension 
between individual acticms and thiniring becomes greater 
than ever before. But at the same time, the difference 
between the individual and the collective radios of action 
diminishes in as much as it now becomes possible for the 
single individual, realizing the implications of his actions, 
to integrate them into the collective activities. But this 
only b^mes possible if a new type of self-observation 
correspraiding to the level of plannir^ is developed. This 
new attitude consists in the fact that in the process described 
above, the individual is able to perceive not only all the 

^ It would lead us too iar here to follow up the realljr important problem 
of how this collective horizon is in fact integrated in various societies. 
In certain periods, the intemtion really consists only in ail exchange of 
social experiences. The craftsman and the industrial worker, the peasant 
slid the town dweller exchange their impressions of the different wa 3 r 8 
in which the world presents itsdf to them. In the same way; scientists 
at this stage confine themselves to the exchanges of achievements between 
different specialisti. This land of synthesis, however, is for the most part 
only mechanical and it is really the task of the intellectual with the ndp 
of constructive imagination to evolve a sort of picture or idea of the world 
from these partial segments. Whether such a form of systematic integra- 
tion is desired by society as a whole, which place is given either to philosophy 
Or to synthetic Imowleage in general, depeimultimatdy onsociety'sconcrete 
needs (cf. next note). 

* It is not unimportant to ask here whether this possibility of tracing 
the rdevant links in the interdependence of events and the position of 
the individual rdative to this proc^ is actually etploited and if not, 
why not. We touched on this problem of social psychology when we 
were dealing with the deadening effects of functional rationalisation 
{vp. 58 ff.). That Is to say we are only concerned to ask whether the 
objective nature of the social structure is such as to make it readily 
apparent to the thinker within that society. We speak of subjective 
chances when we seek to estimate the inhibitions which might prevent 
the individual becmning aware of the objective factors which are, so to 
speak, potential aids to has comprehension of the social system. Thus, if 
one utilizes this distinction and compares the last results of our analysis 
with that of page 61, there emerges the paradox that while the most 
recent stage of sodal development oners a better chance oi objective insight 
into the soda! situation than the liberal sodal order, it also creates 
mechanisms the functioning of which makes it eactremely difficult psycho- 
logically to the individuals to realize these objective possibilities. 
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idevant facts and all the idevant ways of Uxddng at thinga 
(nltiinatdy he most peiceive them if he is to avdd destnic- 
tkm), but he also becomes capable of seeing his special 
position in the social process, and of understanding that his 
thon^t is shai^ by his position. New possi^ties of 
planning now arise which hitherto were difficmt to conceive, 
even theoretically. The individual not only attains a 
knowledge of himself but he can learn to understand 
the &ct(»rs that determine his conduct, and can thus evos 
attempt to regulate them. In a certain sense, his thought 
has b«xnne more spontaneous and absolute than it ever 
was before, anoe he now perceives the possibility of 
determinmg himsell On the other hand, he can never 
reach this stage by himself, but only through Sharing a 
social tendency in that direction. 

His understanding still remaiiu a product of the historical 
process which arose independently of him. But through his 
understanding of this determination the individual for the 
first time raises himself above the historical process — 
which now, more than ever before, becomes subject to his 
own power. At this stage the determination of thou^t 
by situation is raised to &e level of consciousness so that in 
so &r as it is a scnirce of oror it may be ccurected. Men 
seek to transcend the rdative narrowness of thdr own hmizon 
because life itsdf has become broader. They ^ to anticipate 
coming events in order to overcome their limitations by their 
own efforts. Md they also correct their limited horizon 
because they desire to get rid of the discrepancy between 
deed and opinion or between theory and practice in the 
individual as wdl as in the group. 

Btkaoiourism is a typi^ product of thou^t at that 
stage of mass society in which it is more impc»tant, from 
the practical point of view, to be able to calculate the average 
bdiaviour of the mass than to understand the private 
motives of individuals or to transform the whole perscmaUty. 
In this sense bdiaviourism bdongs essentially to the fiik 
stage of planning, where in the sphere of individual conduct, 
one seete to induce reactions whicih will be "correct" 
snd appropriate to a thoror^y organic sodety, without, 
however, transforming the personality as a whm or even 
trying to adapt the entire personality to an oitirely changed 
society in alT respects. 
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Just as inventive thinking confines itself to placing 
individual objects and activities in the world as it is given, 
so behaviourism to a certain extent is related to it, in jthat 
it only seeks to co-ordinate certain spheres of reality land 
for this purpose assumes a resigned and agnostic attitude 
to all other spheres.^ \ 

The sphere of life which behaviourism seeks to calculate 
and control is that of pure action — external individiial 
behaviour. Moreover, it is interested in this only to the 
extent that it must be accurately understood in order to 
deal with it in corresponding practical situations. For this 
pu^ose one must exclude in advance all those meanings 
which conduct derives from inner motives and which make 
it really difficult to understand. In the murder trial which 
is the centre of the Brothers Karamazof, Dostojewski 
tried to show how the same action can assume completely 
different meanings according to the different motives which 
underlie it. It is this multiplicity of meanings which can 
be grasped only by the “understanding" interpretation 
which behaviourism attempts to exclude. Its existence 
is denied so that it need not be dealt with. Behaviourism 
is interested in human beings only as part of the social 
machine, not as individuals but only as dependable links 
in a chain of action. The behaviour of a human being 
is simplified to such an extent that it becomes measurable 
in an elementary way. Natural behaviour, as it is formed 
by Uving adaptations, is observed so carefully and anal5^d 
into such abstract components and factors that it can be 
reconstructed by psycho-technics with an excellent chance 
of success. 

Behaviouristic thought still moves within the framework 

' Thus in so far as it is thorough-going and consistent, it denies the 
eadstence or at least the relevance of that dimension of the mind which 
an " understanding psychology ’* seeks to comprehend. Cf. Watson. J. B.. 
Psychology from the Standpoint of a Behaviorist (Philadelphia, 1919) ; 
also Behaviour : an Introduction to Comparative Psychology (London and 
New York, 1925) ; Watson, J. B., The Battle of Behaviorism, An Exposi- 
tion by J. B. Watson and an Exposure by W. MacDougall, 1928. 
For an interesting and no means too dogmatic attempt to construct 
a sociology on behaviouristic foundations ; cf. Davis, Jerome, and Barnes, 
H. E., An Introduction to Sociology (Boston and New York, 1927), which 
also contains a detailed bibliomphy. Cf. also the articles of Bain 
and Geom Lnndbeig in Trends tn American Sociology (New York, 1929), 
also in ZcUschrift fUr Vdlkerpsychohgie und SoHohgie (Sosiologus) and 
American Soeiologi^ Review, and in American Journal of Socmogy, 
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of inventive thinking in so far as it is abstract, i.e. as it deals 
only with partial, that is to say abstract spheres of 
life, in harmonizing external behaviour. It still works 
piecemeal and is not really synthetic in its approach as it 
refuses to understand the environment and the individual 
as a whole. Nevertheless, it is already on the way to planning 
in so far as it tries to make it possible to calcukte and 
manipulate an abstract cross^tion of the course of events, 
i.e. the organized external conduct of all the units of a 
society. T^e intention is to co-ordinate only a few spheres 
of social life with one another and these only in so far as they 
represent the outward aspect of behaviour and the outward 
aspect of the organized environments. But there can be 
no doubt that planning is involved here since the attempt is 
made to grasp the prindpia media of a period from some 
strategic vantage point. As far as planning is concerned, 
behaviourism has limited itself from the start by renouncing 
the need for the real transformation of the in^vidual and 
of society. 

Once this essential feature of behaviourism has been 
perceived, its resemblance to Fascism is unmistakable.^ 

' A bibliogr^hical guide to Fascism is to be found in Santangdo, G.» 
and Brocale, C., Guida Bibliographica del Fascimo, Rome, *^LibdKa 
del Lettorio," 1^8. It should be supplemented by the Bibliographica 
Fascista, issued by the same publisher. There is considerable information 
in L. Rosenstock-Franck, Liconomie corporative fasciste en thiorU et en 
fait (Paris, 1934) ; H. Finer, Mussolini’s Italy (London, 1935), and 
G. Saivemini, Under the Axe of Fascism (New York, 1936). 

On the bibliography of National-Socialistic publications, cf. Unger, £., 
Das Schrifttum des Sationalsozialismus, 1919-1934, Forschungsb^chte 
zur Wissenschaft des Natiohalsozialismus," Heft 1, Berlin, 1934. Pollock, 
J. K., Henemann, H. J., The Hitler Decrees, Ann Arbor, 1934. There 
is also an Institute for the Study of Fascism in Paris. Also Schuman, 
F. L., The Nazi Dictatorship (New York, 2nd edition, 1936) ; and Robert 
A. Brady, The Spirit and Structure of German Fascism (New York and 
London, 1937) ; Rauschning, H., Die Revolution des Nihilismus, Zhrich, 
193$. Engl, transl. as Germany's Revolution of Destruction, London, 1939. 

Concerning the literature about the Soviet dictatorship, cf. Mehnert, 
Klaus, Die Sowjet-Union, 1917-1932 (Berlin, 1933). Also, more recently, 
the extensive work of Sidney and Beatrice Webb, Sovisf Communism 
(New York and London, 19^), 2 vols. Dictatorships : A Sodologieal 
Study, by Hermann Kantorovicz, with an excellent bibliography by 
Alexander Elkin (Politica, i, 4, August, 1935), and Cambridge, 1935, 
^ould also be consulted. 

Concerning the me^ods used by the vazioas political systems to 
locate their citizens to civic loyalty, cf. the series edited by Merriam. 
^ E., Studies in the Mahing of Citizens, University of Chicago Press. 
]|he introductory volume is written by Merriam himself and is called 
^ke Mating of Citizens : A CompaeaHve Shafy of Methods Civic Training 
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It is not as tliou{^ behaviourism itsdf is fasdst, but rather 
that fasdan in the political sidiere is to a luge extent 
b^viooristic. Fascism plans and change the political 
world at the level of behaviourism. This is demonstmted 
by the type of propaganda in the various countri^and 
the way in which it is used ndther to change nor to enliwten 
the pc^nilace, but rather to subordinate it and ms^ it 
loyal. Fascism creates an apparatus of social coerdon wmch 
integrates every possible kind of behaviour or at least bripgs 
it into an external harmony by force. Fascism in \its 
ideology eulogizes the instinctive forces in man, but in fut 
it does not penetrate to the depth of human personality or 
do justice to its genuine complexity. It has, however, an 
abstract ordering prindple which changes man through 
the maximum combination of extern^ coerdon and 
suggestion with no wider aim than the regulation of outward 
bd^viour and the integration of the sentiments. In its 
extenud co-ordination it reaches the highest stage 'Of 
functional rationalization without even beginning to approxi- 
mate to any sort of substantial rationalization. Just as the 
typical fascist leader combines sharp calculation with an 
irrational unsublimated energy, so in this particular type 
of sodety a formal optimum of order and an amorphous 
irrational residue, with a constant tendency to anarchy, 
exist side by side. 

What we have tried to describe in our analysis is expressed 
very vividly in the following programmatic speech of an 
outstanding fascist leader, in outlining his programme; 
"The temperaments, characters, and capadties of indi- 
viduals are so varied, that it is imposrible to fuse a large 
mass completely into a unity. Nor is it, moreover, the task 
of the political leader to try to cultivate this unity by 
education. Every such attempt is doomed to fauure. 
Human nature is a given fact whidi cannot be changed in 
individual details, but can only be transformed by centuries 
of evolution. In genoal, however, changes in fundamental 
racial diaracteristics ate prerequisites for these other 

(Oilcaeo. 1A31. The moet impcxtant ehi^ vohiime in the aeries ere 
S chn e i d w , H. W., and don^ S. B., PaseiUs (Chioaeo, IMQ). 

and Koeok, Panl, Mod$m Gemany : A Stu^ of Coimieluig Loyattitt 
(Chkago, 1033). (The letter work does not deal «iUi ae parod of the 
Kctiara Sodaiiet d«ninaaoe.) AU tiie votomaa eeatain faibfiocraphisai 
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dianges. If a political leader sought to attain his ends in 
this way, he would have to think and decide in terms of 
eternity instead of years and even decades. He can 
count on bringing to his movement, not ideal ‘ unive^ 
human beings but mto of widely difierent telents who can 
form a harmonious pattern only by adapting themsdves to 
one another in a group. If a political leader recoils from 
such a realization, and searches only for persons who are 
the very mirror of his ideal, not only wUl his {dans be 
wrecked, but organization will soon be merged in diaos." 

If we want to change the human personality as a whole 
and not just its external behaviour, we must penetrate 
beyond the external behaviour to that realm of cmiscious- 
ness in which the different meanings of external acts can 
only be comprehended by S3nnpathetic understanding. Thus 
we must try to pass from the accessible surface-indices to 
the more deep-lying background of raychological phenomena. 
It is not without symptomatic significance t^t psycho- 
analysis of the Freu<han, Adlerian, and other types emerged 
and became popular at a time in which another group of 
psychologists (the behaviourists) was obstinately opposing 
the " understanding ” method. 

Psycho-analysis ^ in its general approach at least, is one 
of these types of psychological investigation which do not 
regard man as he is found at any given time as immutable. 
The discovery of the unconscious noakes it possible to 
penetrate into those hidden mechanisms through which 
psychological adjustment on the deeper levels of the self 
can be brought about. Whereas behaviourism is concerned 
primarily with external behaviour and ^uns the type of 
" understanding ” observation which is necessary for dealing 
with the deeper levels of mental life, the Freudian theory 


As a bibliographical introdoction to the literature of psycho-aiialysis« 


1893-1926.' International 
London, 1928. Cf. in addition 


cf. Rickman, John, Index Pi 
Psycho-analytical Library, volume 14, 
to Freud's Gesammeite Schriften the psycho-analytical periodicals. lni$r 
nationals ZsHschrift fdr Psychoanalyse, Imago, ZeOsckrifi f&r psycho^ 
analytiscks Podagogik, Psycho-analytische Bewegung, and the other 
publications of the Intemationaler. Verlag fOr Psychoanalyse. 

Concerning individual psychology* cf. above all the writings of Alfred 
Adler and Erwin Wexberg, assdihaJnlsmalionals ZsHscknfiJdt Indioidnah- 

F^^a^bliogFaphy orientation in the problem of personality, cl. Robick, 


aphy orientation in thy>roblem of personality. 
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and similar points of view turn their attention to injuries, 
the after-effects of which influence the whole psychological 
organization of the individual. Traumas, which ^ve arisen 
from external causes, are included here as well as/ the 
inferiority feelings which develop in the course of the com- 
petition which has been so important in our own socKty. 
In the last anal3rsis — ^without deciding whether it can suc^d 
or not — ^psycho-anal3^is seeks to transform the whole 
man.^ It is a question here of formulating these ultimate 
abstract principles which govern psychological life in genei^, 
as well as those psychological prindpia media which comply 
only to a typical human being of a particular historical period 
and in a particular society. Abstract principles are attained 
when the most complicated psychological changes are 
reduced to a few fundamental laws of the theory of drives, 
such as, for example, the pleasure principle, the reality 
principle, the death instinct, and so on, and moreover, 
when the attempt is made to interpret the whole mechanism 
in terms of fundamental processes, such as repression, 
sublimation, projection, etc. The existence of ^incipia 
media which are valid only for certain epochs, has recently 
been demonstrated in investigations which show that 
ii^a patriarchial society emotions appear in quite a different 
form from those in a matriarchal society.* In this connection, 

' This tendency is best expressed in V. von Weizs&cker's Soziale Krank- 
heit und soziale Gesundung (Berlin, 1930), ** The medical attitude which 
alone is suited to cure a neurosis and not just to isolate it (and thereby 
maintain it) we will call the comprehensive one. It consist in the fact 
that the physician by collaborating with the patient from the very 
beginning, goes with him, so to speak, into the field in which the neurosis 
is at work, as if he himself were in the same position, and, as regards 
knowledge and the formation of judgment, places himself on the same 
level. . . ** It will no longer m permissible to confuse the health of 

a person with the anatomical and physiological normality of individual 
organs and functions. This truly hypochondriac approach binds the 
minor specialist on the one hand to a once great idea, and on the other 
to the patient who wishes at any price to have his symptoms treated 
in order not to have to undergo the deeper change in his human existence, 
which is indicated by the symptom.** 

* Cf. Malinowski, B., Sex and Repression in Savage Society (London, 
1937), p. 178. Malinowski employs in addition to the Freudian theories 
(which he aj^plies only with qualifications) the fundamental psychological 
principles laid down by Shand, A. F., in his The Foundations of Character 
(London, 1930). Cf. among anthropological and ethnological studies 
on the same theme. Mead, M., Coming of Age in Samoa (New York, 
1928). The authofess of the latter wmrk shows from strikingly vivid 
obseivations of the life of young girls in a so-called ** primitive *' tribe 
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our endeavour to describe the historical variations of mental 
life is presented with an entirely new task. Namely to 
investigate every society to see what sort of repressions and 
taboos it brings about in the individual in its efforts to 
maintain its authority and order. Every social order and 
the various special social situations which make it up breed 
various neuroses, which they in part repress and in part 
foster. 

The will to transform and to plan is manifested in the 
daring which is involved in the attempt to regulate even 
those phases of psychological life which hitherto were most 
obscure and which worked like natural forces, i.e. the adapta- 
tion and the malformations of the unconscious. In short 
even the inhibitory and liberating mechanisms of the 
individual are to be recognized, analysed, and turned in 
the best possible direction. Dreams are to be studied and 
those men and women whose spiritual growth has been 
warped in a social situation are to be completely transformed. 
Originally the psycho-analytical approach was purely 
individuiistic, it was able to perceive only the individud 
with his abstract injuries in some abstract society. The 
sociological approach was followed to the extent that only 
early childhood experience was dealt with in terms of a fgw 
standard situations, without taking into account the social 
distinctions between the various families (e.g. the proletarian 
family, bourgeois family, and so on) . The individu^ was to be 
transformed within his own framework through a process of 
inner enlightenment and through the cathartic effects of a 
wisely guided analysis. What was lacking, however, for 
thoroughgoing planning, was the pragmatic insight which 
in its possibilities at least has been too httle exploited by 
psycho-analysis, namely that psychological make-up and 
activity go together, and that a human being can be changed 
only when together with the revelation of his customary 
maladaptations and injuries, a new environment is created 
in which the adjusted and enlightened individual will be 
able to stay on the right track. Moreover, it lacks the 

that the psydiological crises which are typical of the stage of pubc^ 
in more advanced cultures do not exist there. The psychological 
conflicts of the stage of puberty seem then to be due not to the biological 
structure of the individual, but to the conflict laden atmosphere of present- 
day society. 
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in^ht to see that certain maladjustments cannot be pot 
right without a change in sodety as a whole. 

The place in whidi psycho-analyas originated. Lej the 
consoltiBg room of the physician, entered into the scheme of 
things in both a positive and negative way. Its con^te 
relationship with p^chiatry gave it the di^ce to obs^e 
a laige number of cases very carefully, but it allowed i^ to 
become only very vaguely aware of the social environm^t. 
It lacked the sociological insight into the social mechanic 
whidi is indispensable for complete planning. The person 
was to be reorganized as an individual altihou^ this re- 
organization penetrated to depths which had never been 
touched before. But the levd of inventive thinking still 
persisted in as far as psycho-anal 3 rsis sot^ht to adjust or 
establish the individual object, the in^vidual person, 
without really fitting it into its actual situation in life. The 
plarmed approadi, however, is already manifesting itself in 
so far that the abstract processes of action, the correct and 
incorrect adaptations are analysed from the point of view 
of the whole spiritual economy of the individual. In this 
crmtext the concept of economy of the libido is of greatest 
significance. Thus, the aspects that behaviourism completely 
neglected are here raised to the level of a central problem. 
But all that still appears to us in the first phases of psycho- 
anal]rsis is a product of the approach characteristic of the 
libei^-individualistic epodi : the typical isolation of the 
individual when diagnosed, the obscuring of social inter- 
dependence, and the over simplification of the individual’s 
rektiondup to his environment — all these are being overcome 
stq> by step and revised in a new process of sociological 
readjustment which is already visible. Owing to this more 
concrete and sociological point of view various important 
differences are discovered. Thus the family in genet^ gives 
way to the family in a given social class at a given period 
in rime. The observation of psychological crises, which are 
brouf^t about by unemployment in various t 3 ^pes of 
personality in various stages in their developmait, becomes 
a major interest of psy^ologkal research.^ Tte special 

* SerioHwoda in tiiis fidd an.Lunniaid-Yalioda, T.M.,aad Z«U,H., 
Di* AtMUhsm vow MmUnOui : Sin Vmntik Hbn dio 

WMmim*ninntdan$md$i'Afb0itdo$ifMtmUmitmAt^k»ng: ZwGtiekUAU 
dw Somegnpki* CLetoAfu 1983). mow WMoiit Wm*. a rapact nude to 
toe Tm^CuSridgB, 1989^ For a btoUq^^lqr, cf. toe vaqr 
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problem of the prbletariaii or bourgeois child arises out 
of the abstract problems of diildhood as sudi.* 

The process of the formation of symbols is studi \4 not 
only in the life of the single individual but in the various 
dasses. The classes are themselves not treated. Vrithout 
distinctions, but rather as historically and socially stratified, 
and one traces the way in whidi the general mechanism 
produces particular mechanisms in various historical socid 
situations in varying degrees of detail.* 

With this we enter upon the level of planning. The under- 
standing of those key-points which connect tiie psydudc^lical 
with the social medianisms, the comprehension of tiie 
prindpia media which govern ps3ndiological and social 

valuable bibliographical survey of Eisenberg, Philip, and Lazarsfeld, 
Paul F.. ** The Penological Effects of Unemployment/* PsychotogUal 
BulUiin, vol. 35, No. 6, June, 1938, pp^. 358-3^, also Williams, James 
Michel, Human Aspects of Unemployment Relief (Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, 193 ) ; Bakke, J., The Unemployed Man (lx>ndon, 1933) ; 
Sutherland, E. H., and Locke, H. J., The Homeless Man (Philadelphia, 
1936) ; Kaixliner, Abram, ** The R61e of Economic Security in the Adapta- 
tion of the Individual,** The Family, October, 1936, pp. 187-197 ; and 
** Security and Cultural Restraints **, ibid., October, 1937, pp. 18^196. 
Cf. also Laaswell, H. D., ** What I^ychiatrists and Politic Scientists 
Can Learn from One Another,** Psychiatry : Journal of the Biology and 
Pathology of Interpersonal Relations, vbl. i. No. 1, pp. 33-9, 1938 ; and 
** Psychoanalyse und Sozialanalyse **, Imago, vol. 19, pp. 377-383, 1QB3 ; 
also Lewin, Kurt, Dynamic Theory of Personality (New York-London, 
1935) ; Brown, J. F., Psychtdogy and the Social Order (New York, 1936) ; 
and Moreno, J. L., Who Shall Survive (Washington, D.C., 1934). Cf. also 
Sociometry : A Journal of Interpersonal Relations, 1937. 

^ Cf. for illustrative literature Aichhom, A., Verwahrloste Jugend 
(Wien, 1931) (English translation as Wayward Youth, New York, 1936) ; 
Homburger, A., Psychopathologie des Kindesalters (Berlin, 1928) (with 
an extensive bibliography) ; Franzen-Hellersbecg, L., Die jugendliche 
Arbeiterin (Tubingen, 1932) ; Thomas, W. 1., The Unadjusted Girl 
(Ciimmal Science Monograph No. 4) (Boston, 1931) ; Reuter, E. B., 
Mead, Margaret, and Foster, R. G., et al., .*' Sociological Research in 
Adolescence,** American Journal of Sociology, xlii, 1 (July, 1936), pp. 81-94. 

* We will mention here only a few examples of this approach : Fromm, 
Erich, Die Entwic/dunr des Christusdogmas (Wien, 1931), and his essa^ 
in the Zeitsehrift fOr Soxialforschung, Reich, W., Massenpsychologie des 
Faschismus (Copenhagen, 1933) ; Dollard, John, Criteria for the Life 
History (New Haven, 1935) ; Homey, Karen, The Neurotic Personality 
in Our Tims (New York, 1937), and ** Culture and Neurosis **, by the 
same e^thor in American Sociological Review, i, 2 April, 1936) ; 
DoUard, John, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (New Haven, 1937) ; 
Erich Fromm's contribution to the collective work AutoriUtt und Familie, 
edited by Max Horkheiiner (Paris, 1936), is also a step in this direction. 
An important work in this field has been done by Harold D. Lasswell, 
cf. World Pfditics and Personal Insecurity (New York, 1936), also the 
bibhognphy of his publications in Psychiatry, vol. i, No. 1, 1938. Cf. also 
in the Jfibliogiaphy (III, 1, d and f) at the end of this book. 
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types in a givoi time and place, move more and more into 
the foreground. We have now reached a stage where we 
can imagine how to plan the best possible human t 3 rpes|by 
deliberately reorganizing the various groups of social 
factors. We can go on to alter those inhibitions which We 
a legacy of past societies and are no longer necessaW. 
This was already the meaning of the Enlightenm^t 
which in its attempt to eliminate superstition and those 
forms of asceticism which became meaningless for^ 
shadowed, at least, a new social economy in the control 
of impulses and a new Self-conscious guidance of the 
restraints which are still necessary. Even though much 
still remains obscure and very many assertions problematic, 
nevertheless this approach has reached such a point 
that we can, logically at least, foresee our goal, which is the 
planned guidance of people’s lives on a sociological basis, and 
with the aid of psychology. In this way we are keeping in the 
foreground both the highest good of society and the peace 
of mind of the individual. The promising beginnings of 
psycho-anal 3 ^is, together with the subtler forms of 
pragmatism like that of Dewey ^ give a good start and may 
well lead to promising consequences, the nature of which we 
ar$ not 3 ret able to foresee. 

It is not our taskhere to decide jus twhether in theattempts 
of our time to bring about a transformation of mankind we 
are striving for the impossible, but it cannot be doubted that 
the sociological problem of social change will never be solved 
without an exact analysis of the problems with which we 
have been dealing here. There is, no doubt, a line beyond 
which innate hereditary traits and certain principles of 
social organization hold sway. This line cannot be known 
in advance, but will reveal itself only through experiments. 
The apparent limits to the transformability of men are not 
themes for abstract philosophical discussions but for realistic 
approach, education, and social research. Philosophical 

^ Dew^, John, Democracy and Education (New York, 1916). Cf. also 
Russell, &rtnLnd, Education and the Social Order, London, 1932, and 
his address Education for Democracy, London, 1937. 

For a stimulating collection of essays on recent problems in education, 
together with further bibliographical references, cf. Calverton, V. F., 
and Schmalhausen, S. D. (editors), The New Generation (London, 1930). 
Cf. also Cohen, J., Travers, R. M. W. (ed.), Educating for Democracy, 
London, 1939 ; Laborde, £. D„ Problems in Modern Education, Cambridge, 
1939. 
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discussions are most likely to result in ontological and 
anthropological dogmas about the nature of man which 
spring from the analysis of situations which are already 
passing away, and which no longer give valid grounds 
for philosophical generalizations. Such discussions serve 
only to spare us the trouble of transcending a form of 
human life which is moulded by our particular society. 
In fact, philosophy often runs the risk, as a late-comer in 
the scientific field, of basing its generalizations on empirical 
data and principles of discovery which empiricism itself is 
in process of repudiating. Apart from the cloistered systems 
of philosophy which merely sum up the results of past ages, 
there has always been another type, that of the pioneer 
who produced principles which at the next stage of social 
development were to become important tools of research, and 
set up the frame of reference into which specialists were 
later to insert the details. Seeking to follow this example, 
it seems to be our task to pick out the factors unconsciously 
at work in the empirical researches now under way, i.e. to 
demonstrate that in the scattered and apparently isolated 
philosophical, psychological, and educational tendencies of 
recent years, the will to plan is everywhere at work, though 
in most cases, it has not yet become conscious. To-day if is 
not enough that individual scattered researches which are 
fundamentally related, should go on without knowing of each 
other's existence. Planning means fitting the isolated fact 
into place, so that the indvidual research workers realize 
the often latent connections between their discoveries. 

Is mass transformation of external behaviour the right 
way to begin, or must we start with the complete transforma- 
tion of the individusd ? In answering this question, it must 
be remembered that planning is not estabUshment, where the 
major materials of construction are found in a relatively 
finished state and have only to be assembled. Planning is 
strategy, and strategy is a process in which an action requires 
only the means to carry it out during the action itself. In such 
a context, actions are to be directed primarily not to attaining 
the best possible qualities or to following the more favourable 
path, but towards means which are most likely to lead from 
the status quo to the desired goal and which will gmdually 
tra^form the person who uses them. A psychological and 
sociological method of influencing and fom^ human beings 
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whidt is in itsdf the best, may be quite unsuitable from the 
point of view of strategy. Here, too, it would be best to think 
in terms of open alternatives, and constantly weigh the jj/ros 
and cons of eadi way of doing things. 1 

If, in planni^, we keep the strategic point of view in we 
foreground, it is possible that in order to transcend the gi^ 
socid situation, we may have to begin by using the 
behaviouristic technique. One begins with the teclmqi^e 
which will transform human beings from their external 
behaviour inwards and which will compress the processes 
which can be organized from the outside into a properly 
working interdependent whole. Only when a certain order 
has been brought about in this manner will we be able to 
assuage the uneasiness of those who feel that this method 
neglects the “ whole person " and in the last analysis 
deforms it. This kind of approach is favoured by the fact 
that man has hitherto been changed from the outside through 
uncontrolled processes of growth and selection, and real 
assimilation and iimer adaptation to a situation have 
followed a long way behind. The normal way has been for 
man to find himseu a new situation first, to adapt himself 
to it through a series of more or less unconscious acts and 
thqp, later, to make those inner psychological changes which 
bring the individual into harmony with the situation. To 
take a simple example : when a man, who has been a slave 
to his work, retires towards the end of his life, and suddenly 
finds a tremendous amount of unused energy available, 
he will at first from sheer imitation, spend his spare time in 
the conventional ways. Only quite gradually after severe 
crises will the inner workings of his mind be transf(»med. 
He will then, according to ^ character, and the situation, 
cultivate his capacities for play, for sublimation, for con- 
templation, and so on. Classes ^ which have recently risen 
in the social scale remould themselves in the same ways, and 
turn their energies from work and competition to culture and 
sublimation only after their outward circumstances have 
been changed. 

The natural processes of education work from the outside 
inwardly, and if it oftoi seems in history as if an inteUectmd 
revolution preceded the " real movement " as for instance, 
in the &>lightenment with its new kii^ of sentim^ts and 
> We ■hell have to aey mat* on tiiii topic letor. Cf. pp. 816 2. 
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ideas, one overlooks the fact that even before these " ideas " 
emerged the transformation had already begun to take place 
in a great many real situations, which to-day are hidden 
from us. The E^ghtenment as an all-embracing intellectual 
trend with its obvious social consequences could be integrated 
into a movement only after social changes penetrating 
from the outside inward had already prepared the minds of 
in^viduals in society to accept certain things. A further 
^t, which test^es to the way in which the technique of 
transformation begins with the outside and moves imimd, 
is our experience with delinquent adolescents. In the light 
of results in this sphere, it can be said that it is, for example, 
almost impossible to change an individual member of a well 
organized criminal gang by taking him out of the group and 
trying to improve him by himself. The whole group must 
^ given a new direction, starting with its leader. The 
individual will then move with the general current.^ 

The second strategic method of social transformation 
would be to begin with the inward transformation of the 
individual. By far the greatest difficulty is that this method 
can obviously only be applied to a very few, to minorities, 
inasmuch as neither the political, nor the institutional, nor 
the economic possibility for a large-scale change in edifpi- 
tional methods exists at the present moment. This remams 
the special problem of our expeiimaital schools, which cany 
out their experiments on a small minority. Such experi- 
ments — even were they to fail — would still be a heroic 
undertaking, which is reason enough for briefly expla inin g the 
sociological meaning of their method. 

The transformation of society through the transformation 
of the personality of each individual, can at first create only 
pioneer types. Even if these methods succeed completely, 
they jnoduce only a few more perfect human types, and 
there is always the danger that whoi theM are placed 
in the middle of practiced life, which is quite difi»%ntly 
organized from their own, they may break down. 'Diese 
apprentices will always suffer from the fact that their inner 
transformation has ^en brought about by an education 
^riiich is out of step with the transformation of society. 
Here the law that human nature must be transformed 

» Thniher, F. M., Tkt Gant. A Study of 1,31$ Gaagt *« Ciicago. wm 
•dition (CUcago, 1937). 
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through the group, as we saw in our example of the gangs 
of delinquent chil^en, does not hold to the same extent. 
Only the man who is still not far removed from primordial 
horde solidarity can be transformed through the group 
alone. Those individuals who come from social ^oups winch 
are already in^vidualized can be remoulded individuaSy, 
even if not entirely, at any rate, to a much greater deg^e 
than delinquent chOdren with a poor back^und. This'>^ 
especially true when they are pl^ed in artificially isolated 
surrounmngs and educated under special conditions as 
boarding schools, and so on. 

Everyone who does not underrate the significance of 
pioneers in history must admit that this inward trans- 
formation of the in^vidual, which sets him in advance of his 
time, is more or less justified.^ And it should not be over- 
looked that in the older, more stable and hierarchic societies, 
the special education of the 61ite was much less dangerous 
for the individual than it is to-day, when it is unlikely that 
these few who have been trained for a special pioneer work 
will be able to live and maintain themselves in their own 
class with its own individual atmosphere. 

An unequal, more or less caste-Uke, static society can 
approve the cultivation and sublimation of the person^ties 
of its ruling classes as advance guards. In these circumstances 
it is probable that these leading groups will have to prove 
their worth only within the special atmosphere of the ruling 
classes. On the other hand, the new method of training the 
^te merely by education and from the inside outward is 
faced with the paradoxical task, even where it is entirely 
successful, of developing pioneers who will remain com- 
pletely balanced in spite of the external structure and the 
average conditions of the existing society. Something is then 
expected of these Elites which a static society did not require, 
namely that they maintain their personality and stability 
of character even in an uncertain environment and in 
completely unpredictable situations. The only solution 
here is to find a way to make these pioneers so supple, 
adaptable and decisive that in spite of the broad outlook 
their education has given them, and a personality which is in 
advance of their time, they will continue to exist in the 

* Cf. pp. 75, 86-106, where the inevitabUity of advance guaide wae 
made evident. Cf. also in the Bibliography, IV, 4, and III, 1, d. 
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ups and downs of a revolutionaiy world. It will be necessary, 
therefore, to combine steadiness of purpose and a farsighted 
policy with an unusual capacity for adaptation and action. 

A continuity between the older and newer Elites seems to be 
desirable here. This continuity is not only important for the 
older Elites but also for the newly developing society. Never 
has mankind been able to maintain a level of culture which 
it had once attained without establishing some sort of 
continuity with the bearers of the older cultural heritage and 
their techniques of rationalization and sublimation. Just 
as a revolution, however radical, should not destroy the 
machinery of production, if there is not to be a relapse into 
backward standards of living, so the bearers of the 
accumulated cultural heritage cannot be cast aside if one 
wants to avoid a cultural catastrophe. Here, too, there 
must be methods of planning, which by amalgamating older 
and newer groups of leaders, can combine the v^uable 
heritage of the older Elites and the new outlook of the younger 
ones in the best possible way. The function and the rdle of the 
flites, their continuity and the manner in which they are 
integrated into society, constantly reappear from whatever 
angle we regard the problem. The historical and s^ological 
investigation of the functions of Elites is vitally important 
if the older as well as the younger groups of 41 ite are to unaer- 
stand their work in society. 

To summarize ; The danger of the external method of 
transformation consists in the fact that it only outwardly 
changes society without really transforming man. 

As a result formal order and functional rationality exist 
side by side with an inner disorganization and lack of 
direction which constantly threaten to undermine important 
social institutions. The danger of the internal method 
consists of the fact that the few who, because of this kind of 
education, have a certain spiritual richness and persoi^ 
culture, break without resistance as soon as the special 
surroundings in which they move are destroyed by a sudden 
social upheaval. Here we can be helped only by inter- 
dependent action and thought which make use of both the 
internal and the external approaches in the seme that they 
combine at every step the transformation of society with Ae 
transformation of individual personality. Moreover, as with 
most theoretical paradoxes, the problem is insoluble on the 
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level of abstract thinking. The exaggerated consistency of 
one-sided logical systems of thought tears out of their context 
things whi^ if reconciled in action, can be gradu^y 
united into a more and more appropriate pattern of conduct. 
The solution of these theoretic^ paradoxes is always possible 
in practice if the carefully thought out alternatives ^ 
used not as final formulae but as signposts to indicate ^e 
possible trends of events. ' 

We have now seen from many angles that planned 
thinking rests primarily on the new capacity for perceiving 
interdependent connections in a social structure. By inter- 
dependence, we rneam that the effects of a particular element 
aue first traced out in one of the abstract spheres (such as 
economics, psychology, and so on), and that later the inter- 
action of the spheres itself becomes a problem. This kind of 
thinking has its difficulties like every other. One of the 
greatest difficulties is the question of the division of labour 
and equally difficult is the method of control. 

Abstract thinking, which tries to deal with single isolated 
objects, has created a division of labour for itself which 
works very well. We must abide by this division of labour 
as we shall constantly have to solve individual problems which 
mu^it be treated up to a point as if the question of inter- 
dependence were irrelevant. There are tedinical questions 
concerning the structure of an association, the organization 
of a school, the constitution of a state, and so on, which can 
be handled largely according to abstract rules which are 
universally valid, and not limited to a given social 
milieu. 

On the other hand, we must always return to the point 
at which the general rules must be mo^ed to fit the concrete 
situation. Prindpia media limited to the situation will 
have to be sought out again and again. The uniqueness of a 
given form of government cannot be explained only by an 
abstract functional principle. The way in which authority 
is organi^, the kind of economic system in force and the 
outstanding characteristics of the citizen— all these will 
affect the concrete working of the constitution. 

The (dd diviaon of labour in the sciences is adequate as 
long as individual objects, processes and institutions are to 
be accurately studied. It is, howevo*, completely inadequate 
if one takes as one's central proUem the concrete relations 
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of tbs individual object vnth its particular environment. 
When the problon appears in this form, tiie integration of 
once separate spheres becomes an issue. The otetade to 
the reali^tion of the necessity for such a new type of integra- 
tion is mainly to be found in a philosophy and methodology 
which belongs to an earlier stage of history. As often happens 
in history, an eaiiier outlook or an earlier t]^ of investiga- 
tion builds up a philosophy which is intended to justify its 
own inability to solve the new problems which are emerging. 
In this case, for instance, it is maintained that it is not the 
task of science to unite tire fragments which have been 
taken from their context. Or else it is contended that t^ 
nature of reality itself is such that it does not allow 
the separate cross sections to be recombined in thou^t, or 
the individual form of society to be reconstructed. 

It is already suffideatly obvious to us that as far as the 
concrete, historical, individual societies and their priticipia 
media are concerned, scientific agnosticism necessarily 
belongs to the stage of knowledge which has not yet reached 
the level of planning, and where thought in every sphere still 
works within the framework of the invention of isolated 
single objects. The most essential aim of this book is 
to show that the daims to absoluteness of this type of 
thinking have been invalidated by the tadcs set by the 
sodal process and that the transition to interdependent 
thifUiifig has become a necessity. 

It is now dear that if the vast fidd of knowledge could not 
be mastered by a single investigator under tbe previous 
division of sdentific labour, this new type of thinking udiich 
strikes out in all directions has even less diance of being 
achieved by an individual thinker without the hdp of a fiu*- 
reaching division of labour. The result is that ^vision of 
labour and specialization become even more necessary than 
before. But the lines along which the division of labour takes 
place must be completdy different firom what they have bemi 
in the past. The fidds and subjects which the old as well 
as the new division of labour has to take into account inust 
be arranged according to a new prindple. This new prind|fie, 
however, can only consist in bringing together everything 
vdiidi is required to explain a concrete situation, whether 
the themes sdected fall within one or sevetd fidds of the 
already eviating special sciences. The division of labour 
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vdll be detemuned by froblem-uniis which will be concrete 
analyses of situation and structure. j 

Abstract inventive thinking, having failed to reproduce Ipe 
total structure, tried to provide a substitute to gratify man’s 
craving for a total picture, by an exaggerated systematuk- 
tion of its principles and facts. Instead of taking as im 
problem the whole network of interdependent social events, 
it has tried to construct a formal system of sociology which 
undoubtedly has a certain educational value. 

Now it is not to be denied that all abstract thinking 
reaches its highest level in a system of thoi^ht whi(£ 
orders all its contents from a few axiomatic principles, imtil 
the concrete historical t}^pes are reached, according to a single 
criterion. A S5rstem is, of course, a praiseworthy accomplish- 
ment within certain limits. But this tendency towards formal 
systematization can be harmful if it diverts research workers 
and theorists from interdependent thinking. Interdependent 
thinking is most useful when it works out as fully as possible 
aU the relevant factors^their relevance being determined by 
the problem to be solved. It is less useful when it limits 
itself to applying a few formal principles which are imposed 
on the subject matter from the outside. The bias towards 
classification in the type of textbooks used in American educa- 
tion and the overwhelming tendency to systematize according 
to the pattern of philosophical systems, so marked in 
German thought, can sometimes be an obstacle to seeing the 
object itself. This, for instance, happens when one believes 
that the formally ordered facts in themselves comprehend the 
whole of reality. S3rstem and structure are two entirely 
different things. A S3rstem is an intellectual, self-contained 
ordering principle ; structure is the organizing principle of 
social reaUty itself. It can never be directly observed because 
it is always more inclusive than any partial social situation. 
It is to be approached only when Cerent empirical trends 
and results are combined. Thus theoretical considerations are 
here inevitable, although they must be so undogmatic and 
flexible that they are capable of adjusting themselves to all 
the deviations and ramifications of events, in order that 
the real structure of society as a whole may be extracted 
from them. 

The anal}^s of concrete situations will therefore have to 
begin at first by stressing those facts and interconnections 
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of facts which are structurally relevant. This chmce of 
relevant facts can be achieved only by means of the socio- 
logical translation mentioned at the beginning of the book.^ 
It presupposes a special training in observation and an 
intellectusd tradition accustomed to theoretical anal;^is. 
Certain t3rpes of events have a special significance because 
they reflect the transformation of the older principia media 
into new ones. These are the facts which must be sought 
out in any empirical investigation. It is, therefore, quite 
wrong in the name of a fal^y conceived empiricism to 
collect all facts indiscriminately as though one were as good 
as the next. Facts are only of equal value for someone who is 
more or less indifferent to the real course of events and who 
does not have to take action, so that the major trends in 
events seem unimportant. Human knowledge, however, 
even in its most isolated spheres, is somehow linked up with 
the social process, and it is fatal to this sort of knowledge 
if an unordered empiricism with its senseless collection of facts 
is allowed to produce a cultivated blindness to the real 
nature of the society in which we live. As contrasted with 
this method, the right way of studying society is first to 
grasp those significant facts, which so to speak, represent 
the key positions in the social process. Once these •are 
grasped, they will almost spontaneously force the investi- 
gator to use synthetic methods. Important as it is to 
stress the uselessness of an indiscriminate empiricism from 
the point of view of social conduct, it is also dangerous to 
exaggerate the importance of activism in human thought to 
the point of a dogmatic denial of the value of a seandiing 
questioning meth^. The greatest danger is a certain lack 
of openness of mind which is apt to treat statements about 
the principia media as axioms, instead of flexible hypotheses, 
always ready to be checked by the smallest contradictory 
fact. 

The finding s in the field of the principia media cannot be 
judged by the same standards as the inductive confirmation 
of general laws. The sociologist devoted to their study must 
use the results of the special sciences in analysing the 
situation as a whole, but it is no part of hu work to obtain 
the specialized results themselves. It is true that the 
synthetic method is largely based on the facts tiiat the 
> Cf.pHe ae. 
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special sdeoces have collected by induction, but it frees 
titem from their abstraction, and ^ows how they wcuk in a 
conoete setting. Comparing, rdating, synthesizii^ wd 
referring theories to concrete facts are the basic methi^ 
which ^ve to be used here. \ 

Sociology in coping with these tasks must take the r^ 
that a certain amount of intuition will be involved. But !|t 
is an imfortunate habit to call everything which caimot bp 
measured " intuitive ” in a pejorative sense, just as though 
genuine perception were only possible through quantitative 
measurements. There are so many different forms of 
intuition that they really caimot all be included under 
one heading. The intuition of a poet who conceives of 
an object in his fancy so that it eventually becomes only an 
exaggerated or idealu^d picture is on quite a different level 
from the intuition of an empiricist in the deeper sense of the 
word. Although admittedly not measurable, the imagination 
of the genuine empiricist is nevertheless so well directed 
towards the object as it really is, that in a certain sense it 
achieves a new form of exactness, sui gmeris, so that to use 
the same word “ intuition " here that one uses for the fancy 
of a poet, only serves to obscure the real nature of this type 
of {perception. In this sense, there is only imagination in tiie 
thought processes of the genuine empiricist in so far as he 
has to use his faculty of calling up things which are not 
iiiunediately present, or reconstructing as{>eets of the object 
and its interrdations with others whic^ are not directly 
perceptible. If conceived of in these terms the intuition of our 
empiricist is somethii^ which can be analysed and 
broken down into its elements and at all its stages converted 
into a method of control and demonstration. Gonstant 
comi>aiison and corrective analysis, flexible, undogmatic 
h3qx>theses, which bear all the possibilities in mind, and the 
readiness to learn from fresh events guarantee that anything 
learned from intuition will be caref^y tested by the. facts. 
What is mcHre, the intuitive approach is inevitable in 
inventive thinldng, too, as long as we are dealing with a 
subject which has not yet been explored. 

lire characteristic unit of plumed Mnking is the “ sitna- 
tirnr " and even more complex configorations.* At the level 
of planning it is more and more necessary to think in terms 
* tils AfUi put of tka book, pp. 3 Mfi. 
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of atnatims as wboles. It is essential, not only in practical 
life but in science itself, to know how to fit together in one’s 
mind the different series of events, and to see how the 
individual events, institutions, and attitudes of mind are 
determined by each other. 

We ne^, of course, sp^ialized knowledge, which is 
accurate in the sense that it can demonstrate regularities 
with inductive certainty in a purposely limited field. But 
this latter type of thought, which is extremely exact by 
its own standards, is extremely inexact when measured 
by other standards, because it has no horizon and tears 
the individual object out of the context in which it works. 
It is estranged from reality, because it destro3ns the unit of 
action of which the individual object is a part. For this 
very reason the anal3rsis of a situation is the right apjaroach 
to reality. 

It is essential to thought on the level of discovery that it 
^ould be entirely “ instinctive ’’ and that it ^oold produce 
its very best resets without being aware of itself. It is of 
the nature of inventive thinking as it expresses itself in 
abstract and specialized terms that it loses sight of the 
fact that it is not an end in itself. In contrast with these 
planned, inierdependent thinking is more rational and more 
reflective, and at the same time less abstract than inventive 
thinking in that it is constantly aware of its function and is 
constantly scrutinizing its methods to obtain better control 
over them. Planned thinking conceives of itsdf in terms of 
thought which is part and parcel of the total life process. 

The danger zone of each of the modes of thought whidi 
we have d^t with m far is that it either runs ahead of or 
lags bdbiind the kind of thought best fitted to a givmi stage of 
history. The possibility and the necessity of cutain modes 
of thought at a certain period of history are defined primarily 
by the native of the inoblems to be solved and by the levd 
of reality to which it is necessary to penetrate. We noted the 
disastrous effects of this lag (pp. 10 ff., x62 f., and passmi^, 
where we rimwed how man tried to solve problems whk^ 
arose from the interdependence at events by think i rr g 
pnly in watertight compartments and considering only 
individual, isolated goals. Here we could see very distinct^ 
how greatiy thought can bdhind the tarics set us in 
<=ctiain fidi^ of social life. Our predicament ccmasts in 
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that we are approaching an age when it is necessary to 
regulate not only single institutions but also the mannw in 
which they are interrelated. | 

Besides the danger of the lag. there is an equally great 
danger of “ running ahead " which consists in the premature 
use of complicated wa3rs of thinking and acting in situations 
where the simple ones still work quite well. In this way ^e 
original " interplay of forces ’’ in which actions a^d 
habits of thoughts are unconsciously adapted to one 
another is broken up. This spontaneous behaviour, with its 
unconscious adaptations, cannot easily be surpassed by 
reason in certain spheres. On the contrary : every act of 
reflective thinking in these spheres blimts spontaneous 
capacities and is rarely more than a poor substitute for 
them. This does not mean that thought in itself is an evil, 
but rather that it only applies to certain fields of action. 
Invention only spoils things as long as discovery still goes 
on its way successfully, and it is probable that we first 
passed from discovery to invention only in situations where 
certain problems could no longer be mastered through the 
simpler modes of behaviour. On the other hand, where 
inventions are called for, every single act of inventive 
thinking takes the place of many generations of unconscious 
experiment. 

Thus through historical chaises, different fields of action 
gradually emerge, which in their turn evoke different forms 
of conduct and thought. Although these types of conduct 
and thought are related to each other as stages, this does 
not mean that the newer modes of conduct and thot^ht must 
alwa3rs replace the older ones, since it is possible for the most 
diverse hktorical levels to exist side by side. Even to-day 
there are many difficulties in our lives to which we adjust 
ourselves quite simply without knowing precisely how we do 
it. Even to-day every technological innovation is brought 
about on the level of inventive thinking and the social 
process of lurodoction would come to a standstill if, at those 
points where abstract thinking focused on immedkte goals 
is required, we tried to suppress it in favour of the planned 
approacit. The real danger in planned thinking is that 
instead of constantly experimenting, it tends to turn into 
a ri^d system. " Dogmatism " on the pUum^ level is 
notlung but a mistaken view of planning as being a ptudy 
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theor^cal scheming. In planning the highest level of 
experimental .thought and conduct is reached. Dogmatic, 
systematic consistency is possible only where the rigidity of 
purely administrative methods has been attained — or where, 
as we have seen, on the level of inventive thinking, one 
tries to systematize the general principles collected from 
concrete facts. Doctrinaire, rigid consistency is useless when 
we enter into what is still unknown. Here even planned 
thinking, to become the appropriate instrument, has to take 
up the questioning, searching attitude. 

If planned thinldng is to remain a strategy, then it most 
have the courage and the leap into the dark required by the 
interdependent method of investigation. But it can never 
afford to be so authoritative as to exclude the element of 
inquiry which is an essential part of planning. 

An illustration will make this dear. Anyone who to-day 
concerns himself with the transformation of man, will have 
to make use of the insight offered by psychology, and the 
ends and means which he has learned to appreciate through 
a study of society. He would, however, be a poor educator 
if he sknply included the person he was to educate in a 
preconceived category. By contrast he would have the 
proper approach if he first submerged himself in the rt^ 
difficulties and conflicts of his pupil, and then remembered 
to apply his theoretical knowledge. This means, as far as 
thinUng is concerned, that we should think things out as 
far as possible, but that in action, we should continually 
be aware that planned thinking, for a long time to come. wiU 
have to work in as yet unch^ed territory. 

Principia media cannot be deduced and their trans- 
formations caimot be prophesied in advance. But in spite 
of this it is possible to press forward inteUectuaUy, in a 
spirit of inquiry. This reckoning with facts which are not yet 
fully rmderstood from the intellectual point of view is by 
no means to be confused mth the thoughtlessness whidb 
to-day calls itself irrationalism. In our present historical 
situation planned thinking counterbalances this growing and 
ever more destructive irrationality. 

Contemporary man most learn to rise to the historical and 
sodal occasion, so that he will not be driven arbitrarily by the 
blind forces of time. He must have the courage to face 
bis present position intellectoally with all the acuteness of 
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scientific analysis. But at the same time he must set about 
it in such a way that he will transform not only himself fbut 
also his habits of thought. ( 

The distinction between the accumulation of factual kn W- 
ledge and the capacity for independent judgment, between me 
mere arrangement of details and their interpretation in terms 
of a situation, has long been clear in everyday life. Tlijs 
distinction is now becoming the concern of the theorist^. 
A new type of scientific accuracy has taken the problem 
in hand. At the level of planned thinking, it is for the 
first time really scientifically possible to "grasp a situa- 
tion", to be "master of a situation", as the common- 
sense expressions put it. In contrast to the abstractness 
of thought at the level of inventive thinking, planned 
thinking is at last concrete, because it starts with the 
context of things, and it is into concrete situations that one 
integrates the otherwise disconnected elements of knowledge. 



Part V 

PLANNIKG FOR FREEDOM 




The Concept of Social Technique 
I. Our ArnbivaUnt Attitude Toward Planning 

In the last section we saw that thought adapts itself to 
the needs of the social process and to the new and difficult 
problems which planning involves. It is hard for the 
spectator not to watch this transformation in our thinking 
with very mixed feelings. On the one hand he is filled with 
legitimate pride that human intelligence is ready to accept 
the new challei^;e and look farther and farther ahead. On the 
other he is haunted by a sense of oppression, wondering 
whether the whole undertaking is not a mere intellectual 
adventure, a reckless project of the modem spirit, which is 
determined to direct practically the entire course of social 
history by its own unaided skill. We all have this ambival^t 
attitude to planning to a greater or less degree, however good 
a face we may put on it, for we are all children of an age of 
transition, in which two kinds of motives are combined : 
the liberal distaste for meddling in human affairs, and the 
passion for experiment marking a social age, which wants to 
explore the new possibilities of human nature. 

In many ways we are like Goethe’s apprentice in the 
magic arts, who when his master left the house, conjured up 
the spirits of the underworld with his secret formula, and 
when they appeared cried out in terror : " The phantoms 
I have summoned will not go ! ” We should all reiilly prefer 
to leave the great decisions of our time to fate. At bottom 
are afraid to take the responsibility. But in periods 
when the diange goes very deep we have no power to 
decide whether we wish to accept responsibility or not, 
to plan or not to plan. In the light of sociological analj^ 
the decision how to act or think does not rest entirely with 
the individual, neither does his attitude to destiny. How 
far he is conscious of himself and of his relation to history 
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seems laxgely to depend on the problems which coniront his 
age. In a society in which there are few tedmical meai^ of 
controlling the forces of nature or averting catastrophe, I the 
prevailing philosophy of life will regard a]^ost every e^t 
as the work of a blind fate. It is possible that the ladoof 
objective security may be compensated at this stage by tyo 
conflicting attitudes. Either society can teach the individual 
to face ti^ and danger by heroic principles and training, or 
it can foster his passive inclination to sulunit to a higher and 
inscrutable wiU. These reactions to objective insecurity 
will be replaced by others as soon as an improved social 
technique xnakes it possible to regulate certain spheres of 
life. In a relatively short time the sense of personal responsi- 
bility will increase, especially in departments that ate now 
under control. Thus it is quite probable that the citizens 
of some well-planned future age will regard our anxiety over 
the problem of the intellectuaJ mastery of our social destiny 
and our reluctance to create new forms of social organization 
as the last vestiges of an obsolete frame of mind. 

Once we have realized that the popularity of determinism 
is bound to decrease in view of the number of social controls 
which will fall into our hands, it soon becomes obvious that 
nowadays we cannot take a fatalistic view of our social 
destiny or reject the thought of planning. After drafting a 
vdiole series of E^;olations and deliteratdy interf«rii^ 
with the moulding of human character, we cannot retreat 
when a crisis occurs and all our institutions are in conflict. 

This increased interference results in a new approach to 
society and human ajSairs. Instead of the passive and 
cont^plative outlook which takes people and things at their 
face vmue, we are developing an active and manag in g 
attitude. This new approach is reflected in a corresponding 
frame of mind : the functionalist t3q>e of thought which 
gradually supersedes the traditional methods of thinking. 
Functkmalism made its first appearance in the field of the 
natural sciences, and could be described as tiie technical 
point of view.^ It has only recently been transferred to the 
social q)here. 

* For a histoiy ol fhe fimctionalist type of tlion|^t aad ite iinpaet 
OB phiioaopliy, cf. Schuhl, Ffene-ltodme, Maekimtm* et PkOoto^ 
(Fern, Alcan, 1939), and my study on " The sociolagical hietory of tbe 
ooBoept of oq^aina" to be poUiilud in the Beenemie HUIoty Stnitm. 
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In look^ at an object the unspoken question which the 
functionalist has in mind is never : " What Is that thing ? ” 
or " ^Vhat is the essence of it ? ” but always : " How is it 
to be produced ? " He tuver regards an3dhing as an end 
in itself ; it only^ reveals its true nature in its relati<»iships 
with other entities. 

'Hie antagonism between these two types of thought tends 
to become reaQy bitter, but instead of taking sides we ought 
to try to understand the specific contribution whidi each of 
them has to make to the development of the human mind. 

‘The Romantic thinkers were the first to lea^ that a 
fundamental change was taking place in our outlook, and 
they were deeply alanned by the new rise of the 
techoic^ spirit. In their struggle against the abstract, 
mechanical kind of thought whi(^ was prevalent among the 
revolutionaries, they tried to preserve the dignity of the 
older, ‘'organic” ways of thmking. They felt, however 
dimly, that once this technical approach was transferred 
from natural science to human affairs, it was bound to bring 
about profound changes in man himself. 'They had a presenti- 
ment that it makes all the difference whether we apply 
the functional pattern of thought to dead things or to our 
fellow creatures. In the first case, we are handling things 
which are alien to us, but in the second, the new and 
managing attitude tends to become inhuman, because it 
forces personal relationships into mechanical categories. 
In this sense the traditional mind has every ri^t to rebel 
against this expansion of the technical spirit. 'The Romantics 
and their contemporary disciples were defending the 
unsophisticated imme diateness of human eiqierience, the 
desire to accept things simply as they presented themsdves. 
People and things exist in their own right and not simply as 
functions of other entities. 'Their very existence is a fulfil- 
ment of their inner nature. 'The only proper way to treat 
them is to approach them directly and not by roundabout 
routes, as a Wction of something else. In the same way, 
spiritual experiences, whether moral or religious, cmce 
reverenced as transcendent realities, are in &e modon 
^l^roach defvived of their true nature when they are con- 
caved as artefacts. The functional approach no Icmgar 
regards ideas and moral standards as abwlute values, but 
IHoducts of the social process, which can if necessary be 
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changed by scientific guidance combined with political 
practice. 

This Romanticist criticism is undoubtedly a profound one, 
and will still preserve its value in the future. Its task ia to 
remind us continually of the limitations of the functiraal 
approach and of the danger of it becoming universal. The 
functional approach is only one of the many the human mind 
has created, and the world would be the poorer if it were to 
replace our more genuine ways of approaching reality. 

But the Romantic attack does injustice to the new 
ways of thinking if it fails to realize their necessity, or to see 
how deeply they are rooted in the social process. It is short- 
sighted if it does not understand that the stronger the 
impulse to change society, the more people are compelled to 
think of things which once they passively accepted, in terms 
of function. We must repeat that the application of 
scientific methods to human relationships is not purely 
arbitrary ; our society has been forced into planning by the 
heritage of regulations accumulated from the past. Once 
the preliminary steps have been taken, we cannot escape 
the task of acquiring sufficient technical skill to steer the 
social machine instead of letting ourselves be crushed 
beneath its wheels. 

But the technical management of human affairs did not 
merely produce a new style of thought, it was also combined 
with a philosophy which declared technical inventions to be 
the dynamic factor in the making of history. 

The significance of technics first became obvious in the 
field of economic production. According to Marx, it was 
these technical inventions which set the ball rolling. First 
they reacted on economic relationships proper, and later 
their influence translated itself into changes aflecting the 
remaining social spheres as well. The human mind was not 
excluded from this transformation. The changing ideas of 
men are ultimately functions of the social process, which, 
as we have seen, has for its independent variable the changing 
economic technique. 

Technical inventions, however, in the sphere of economic 
production provided merely the first tangible evidence of the 
new technical spirit. Since then the scope of technic^ 
inventions has enormously increased, and one cannot fail 
to see that improvements in the field of military technique, 
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of social organization, education, and persuasion — ^to mention 
only a few instances — ^are equally significant, and that each 
of these changes tends to affect the whole texture of society. 

The extension of the doctrine of technical supremacy 
which I have advocated in this book is in my opinion 
inevitable, even if it means abandoning the much simpler 
scheme which was current in the economic interpretation 
of history. Our impression of the dynamics of history 
naturally becomes far more complex than that of Marx 
when the wave of change no longer originates solely in a 
single sphere of the social process. There is no reason why 
technology should be significant only in the economic sphere 
and should be the sole factor decisively influencing the frame- 
work of events. We are all of us bound to acknowledge that 
the invention of bombs and aeroplanes, the use of tanks and 
gas, and the mechanization of the army have had the most 
far-reaching effects, and have been more than capable of 
upsetting the whole economic order and diverting its course 
into entirely different channels. The change in the technique 
of warfare altered the forms not merely of international war 
but of civil war as well. It made it possible to recast the class 
system and to produce a type of mind which was characteristic 
neither of the bourgeoisie nor of the proletariat. The changes 
in technique outside the economic sphere made way for the 
modem dictatorial system. These systems, by their influence 
on economic development, produced something entirely 
different from what one would have expected, had one been 
guided by a purely economic diagnosis. Thus as independent 
forces these different techniques deserve a separate investiga- 
tion which will do justice to their inner nature, and classify 
them according to their impact on society. 

2. Preliminary Classification of Social Technique 

In analysing these techniques, we shall begin with an 
elementary distinction, which will later lead us on to a rather 
more essential classification. Originally, the words 
** technique ", " technical invention ", were only applied 
to tangible objects like machines. Inventions in this sense 
of the word were television, telephony, telegraphy, wireless, 
(means of mental communication) ; railways, motor cars, 
aeroplanes (means of locomotion) ; guns, bombs, tanks 
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(means of defence and attack), the spade, the plough, the 
tractor (means of production), sanitary improven^ts 
for preserving health and so on. These tbin^ make it 
possible to bmd up a sodal order on a large s^e and to 
maintain it efficiently. But beyond that there is another l^el 
of technical progress which at first we hesitate to descn[be 
as technical, b^use it is concerned, not with visible 
machinery, but with social relation^ps and with man 
himself. 

And yet progress in the technique of organization is 
nothmg but the application of tedmical conceptions to the 
forms of human co-operation. A human being, regarded as 
part of the social machine, is to a certain extent stabilized 
in his reactions by training and education, and all his newly 
acquired activities are co-ordinated according to a definite 
principle of efficiency within an organized framework. The 
tedmique of organization is at least as important as any 
of the tedmiques we have described. It is even more 
important, as none of these machines could be used in the 
public service without giving rise to a corresponding social 
organization. 

But what we have to consider in discussing these social 
techniques is not social organization in the narrow sense 
such as taylorization and business administration. The 
rationalized forms of organization with their completely 
standardized behaviour are only the most blatant example 
of the changes whidi are taking place. Any deliberate re- 
building of human groups in terms of more elastic organiza- 
tions represents another chapter in the devdopment of 
social techniques. It demands a division of labour 
and a distribution of responsibilities (involving foresight, 
initiative, and a calculation of risks) among the varied 
individusds who compose the groups, in accordance with 
a definite plan. The innumerable problems creat^ by the 
rapid growth of mass society have found a variety of solu- 
tions. But we have not yet succeeded in making ai^uate 
comparative studies on a large scale, so that these 
more elastic fcnms of organization curr^t in politics, in 
pnbUc life, in the family, in social wmk, in art, and in 
the inteUectual sphere can be contrasted and thdr under- 
lying principles worked out. The varying di^irees of freedom 
co^cm to be found in thmn, their external relations 
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with other units, the connections between competition 
and co-operation have never been developed. We must 
not forget that the family, for instance, has a foreign policy 
in deal^ with other groups, just as much as the state in 
dealing with other states, and even clubs and sects are based 
on similar rules. 

The more we come to realize that the swift dynamics of 
modem society produce not only commimity disorganiza- 
tion, but also a disintegration of the other social groups and 
institutions, the more important it is to study the technique of 
elastic organization on a large scale. Skilful reconstruction 
is essential, but it cannot be effected without a sounder 
knowledge of the principles of a healthy community life. 
In the past a disorganized coirununity could readjust itself 
by trial and error or by the acceptance of traditional patterns. 
In an age in which unemployment and unplanned migration 
upset the balance of community life and whole suburbs and 
cities have to be built at a moment’s notice, it is impossible 
to create a new order without understanding how to co- 
ordinate the forces of society. 

But if we adopt some definite pattern of commurud organi- 
zation, we shall be able to discover criteria for determining the 
best ways of employing our leisure or of creating enthusiasm 
for our common ends. Only if we have a clear conception of 
the moral aims which a comm^ty cm reasonably be 
expected to pursue and of the social conditions under whidi 
community spirit can develop, shall we be able to take the lead 
in planning these vital experiments. The time will come when 
the considerations involved in organizing a new commumty 
centre wih be as obvious as those which enable a chairman 
to decide whidk topics can best be dealt with in a gmeral 
assembly and which in special committees. In both cases 
we have to deal with the more dastic types of social technique. 

Thinkers and scholars have been inter^ted in the 
principles governing an elastic social organization from 
the time when they first began to discuss the merits of the 
different political and admuiistrative systems which have 
fiouri^ed the age of Aristotle, or to smalyse &e 

nuracle of the English constitution and its practical possiln- 
lities. But the problem of discovexing the ^t working 
^l^em is not really confined to politics at all, it is a mattn 
of general organization. Even in ccmsideiing the autocratic 
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and democratic alternatives with all their intermediate 
shades, we find that we are concerned not with the m^ely 
legal relations between the legislature and the executive,! but 
with a problem of ^oup organization in general which arises 
just as frequently in the family, the workshop, the schTOl- 
room or the club. This becomes even more apparent when 
we examine the problems of economic democracy and 
discover that the principle of democratic organization is not 
confined to politics ; it very often occurs in economics as 
well, just because it is a general principle of group regulation 
and its essence can only be revealed by a general theory of 
organization or scientific guidance. The researches which 
deal with the transformation and moulding of human 
behaviour ^ represent another province of social technique. 
Although these investigations and experiments have so far 
mostly been confined to the laboratory, their real significance 
will only become apparent when they are studied in the 
social context in which they actually occur. The advan- 
tage of artificial experiment is that it is easier to isolate 
the different factors under such conditions and to work 
out the correlations between specific stimuli and their 
effects. The more we know about them the clearer and more 
skilful both our field-work studies and our historical investiga- 
tions will be. 

But for the sociologist these experiments are merely 
preliminary, for his principal aim is to discover how far 
social situations can be conceived of as composite collections 
of stimuli which condition behaviour in certain specific 
directions. The fact that every new form of organization, 
every change in human intercourse inevitably involves a 
partial or total transformation in human behaviour shows 
how inseparable these sciences must be. Only when they 
act in unison will it be possible to discover the full impact of 
social conditioning upon mankind. 

The sociologist trained in psychology regards group 
integration and social organization as techniques for pro- 
ducing specific behaviour. With this hypothesis in mind 
he is able to show how certain individual reactions are 
produced by an authoritarian regime and others by a 
democratic one. One has only to remember how differently 
the average Englishman and the average Prussian behave. 

^ Cl 111, 1 and 4 in tbe Bibliography. 
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The former is more inclined to respond to a tentative 
statement, the latter to an absolute statement. In the 
same way professional activities, or at any rate the methods 
by which they are organized, have a marked effect upon 
the individual. To take a typical contrast, the pro- 
fessional attitude of the man who works in an industrial 
groove will differ from that of the writer or free-lance 
journalist. While the former standardizes his work and tries to 
divide his time up evenly, the latter works almost regardless 
of time, guided by more or less creative moods. The whole 
spiritual economy of the latter will differ from that of the 
former, for he will try to base his work to a far larger degree 
on the ebb and flow of inspiration. Although in all these 
matters constitution, habit, individual differences, vestiges 
of childhood experiences play a considerable part, one must 
not under-estimate the psychological issues created by the 
systems of organization which prevail in a society. A man 
tends to become the counterpart of the specific group 
organizations in which he fin^ himself : they influence 
different sections of his life at different times and call out 
different patterns of response. Each pattern of response 
can best be understood from the standpoint of the particular 
form of group activity in which he was engaging at the tinje 
of the reaction. 

We begin to realize ever more clearly that these teclmiques, 
which set their seal upon mankind, are not merely accidental, 
but form part of an entire social and cultural system. They 
can only be understood if we bear this fact in mind, and 
instead of being satisfied with a purely descriptive approach 
we must try to investigate their interaction and their 
functions. 

These practices and agencies which have as their ultimate 
aim the moulding of human behaviour and of social relation- 
ships I shall describe in their entirety as social techniques. 
Without them and the mechanical inventions which 
accompany them the sweeping changes of our age would 
never have been possible. 

Although it is to Marx's credit that he realized the 
dynamic significance of technique in the sphere of produc- 
tion, owing to the pecuhar character of the age in which he 
lived he can be charged with a twofold oversight. First, 
as I have already pointed out, he failed to realize the 
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significance of tedinology in non-economic fields, and 
secondly he did not see that just as economic techniboe 
may become the centre of certain social changes wmch 
permeate the whole social structure, so the remainW 
tecbmiques in their tom also tend to radiate influences wli^ 
have an equally far-reaching effect. Any new invention in 
military technique, group org^mization, government, or 
propaganda helps to change society. 

But we can give reasons why he was bound to underrate 
the significance of the politick and military S3^tems — as 
oppos^ to the economic system — and to regard them 
merely as tiie by-products of changes in economic technique, 
and not as the direct consequence of dianges in the technique 
of war and force. The reason was that in the industrial 
revolution economic technique was advancing so rapidly 
that it dwarfed the significance of everything else. The new 
economic society with its technical invoitions and increased 
division of labour overwhelmed first the feudal order and 
then the organization of the absolute state. It looked for a 
time as if economic technique would detennine the tempo of 
events and form the foundation of the new society. This was 
because the new achievements in military and administrative 
technique and the psycholc^cal methods of propaganda and 
persuasion had not yet l^n perfected. This distorted 
perspective is also responsible for the error current in most 
of the thought systems of the time ; that of confusing the 
motives of homo economicus with those of real human being^. 
The human counterpart of economic society has been 
accepted as a true picture of mankind, thus promoting a 
very one-sided concept of man. 

The narrowness of this view and its restriction to a 
particular period became apparent at the time of the Great 
War and was even still more marked Portly afterwards, 
when the economic organization of the nations became 
cmnidetely subordinate to politics, and even trade had to 
give way to military ends. The significance of militaiy 
influence is not affected by the fact that in impoialistic 
wars the two motives and the two forms of organizati(m go 
hand in hand, and nations often rearm for the sake of 
economic expansion while, on the otho' hand, thdr whole 
eomomic life is subordinated to military rearmament. 
Thus in certain circumstances there will be war, although 
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there is obviously little to gain by it from the economic point 
of view ; in other cases the naked economic interest prevails. 
As both motives and actions very often originate not from 
within but from the situation in which individuals find 
themselves, it is obvious that in the late phase of mono- 
polistic capitalism where the military sector of society 
overlaps the commercial, we shall find individuals in whom 
the militaristic motive and the commercial one will be 
blended. Thus in the dominant types of leading groups 
the soldier and the industrialist will join forces in ob^ience 
to a principle which remains obscure to themselves. 
But to those who look behind the scene it is evident 
that the progress of the different social techniques, and 
the social relationships, institutions, and typical tensions 
they create is reflected in the motives which actuate 
them. Whatever the importance of the principle that 
the centre of gravity shifts from sphere to sphere with 
the progress in the different fields of technique, the economic 
sphere does not appear to be entirely supreme, although 
of course it has a vital social function to perform. One 
thing is clear. We are not far from a multidimensional 
conception of society, in which a dynamic survey of social 
history must be prepared to reckon with several focal points 
of influence, such as the technical progress in economic 
production, in political power, in administration, and in 
psychological influence. Every real theoretical advance 
consists in discovering that a phenomenon which was once 
believed to be an independent variable, only seemed to 
be such because we had failed to take into account the 
special historical circumstances which gave it such extra- 
ordinary importance. 

Thus insistence on the doctrine of the absolute supremacy 
of the economic principle is already out of date to a large 
extent, and only hinders our investigation of the significance 
of the remaining spheres and their ration to the progress of 
technique. To-day it is wiser to be pluralistic at first, to keep 
each of the various principia media of technical progress in 
mind, and to study their intervention empirically as it occurs. 

But although we must be cautious in our attempts to 
establish the existence of an independent variable, this 
^pes not mean that the problem of the interaction of the 
different spheres ceases to be a problem. The greatest 
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achievement in economics has been to conceive of the 
economic sphere in terms of a dynamic equilibrium. Even if 
the ultimate impulses which make for change in sodety as a 
whole may come from other spheres than that of eoonomics, 
and may vary with the epoch in which they occur, mey still 
tend to create an equilibrium. The ^at theme of social 
dynamics is the continuous mutual adjustment bet>^een the 
basic institutions of society. Even if the centre of ^vity 
temporarily shifts from one sphere to another, it invokes the 
rearrangement of all the dilFerent spheres. And although 
the ultimate source of the change may vary, there is still 
an unconscious unity of purpose behind these innovations : 
the solution of the few vital problems which form the basis 
of our social life. 

There is always the problem of the security of the group 
as a whole, to which must be added, first, material pro- 
vision for its needs, then the task of administration, and 
last but not least the various methods of moulding human 
behaviour in the combinations in which they occur in that 
particular society. It is possible that we shall be able to 
find a common denominator for these rearrangements, this 
shifting of the centre of gravity within the different spheres 
of cocial technique, but already to-day it seems to be more 
likely that the security of the group as a whole will prove 
to be more decisive than anything else and in the long 
run will form the basis of all the other functions. 

On the other hand, it is also possible that' we have not yet 
studied a large enough section of history to be able to decide 
by experience whether any master principle exists. At this 
stage of empirical study we must be content to emphasize 
some basic principles which are to be found in all these 
spheres and which can be established without undue risk. 

In this book I have ventured to suggest three hypotheses 
for diagnosing the course of events and have applied them to 
sevoal different spheres. 

1. That most of the s3nnptoms of our time are due to the 
transition from laissez-faire to a planned society. 

2. That the transition from a democracy of the few to a 
mass society explains another set of changes. 

3. That the changes in social technique account for yet a 
third group of changes, which has profoundly modified our 
social life. 
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I have deliberately concentrated all my attention on these 
three basic trends of development, b^use they are so 
fundamental that their effects are likely to continue, what- 
ever further changes may occur. As compared with these 
trends the struggle for power (especially the class war) 
proves to be purely secondary in its results. This does 
not mean that I wish to underrate its significance, but the 
various factors which arise out of the class struggle serve 
only to modify the concrete shape these tendencies may take. 

To put it in another way : the suggestion that the great 
theme of our time would be the struggle between the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie was understandable in 
terms of the situation which provoked it, but overrated 
the significance of a single alternative. This distorted 
perspective was also responsible for another statement : 
that the basic possibilities were dictated by the development 
of economic society, so that class antagonisms would be the 
principal characters in the drama. Since this statement 
was made we have seen new classes grow up which could 
not be placed in the same category as the bourgeoisie, the 
proletariat, or the military caste ; party organizations 
have been created which ignore the economic divisions 
between workers and industrialists. These issues dwarf Ae 
significance of the continuing class tensions. 

Thus the problem of the struggle for power remains, class 
conflicts are still important, but the concrete patterns they 
produce are much too changeable to be accepted as the 
eternal framework of future events. In contrast with them 
the themes created by the transformation of laissez-faire 
into planning, the advent of a mass society, and the growing 
significance of social technique are bound to endure. One 
cannot think of the future without assuming their eijptence, 
whereas no one can predict which class pattern, which form 
of planning, will prevail. From the theoretical point of view, 
therefore, the abstractness of these principles is not a def^t 
but a virtue. It has always been the task of scientific thmking 
to discover the fundamental principles which determine the 
framework of events. Only later can it turn to those rules 
which merely modify the structure of society. 

To the politician these modifications may be more 
important than fundamental hypotheses, but we diould not 
allow our political interests to define the hierarchy of 
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principles. Ilusoretioa]lyq>e2]dng, the disadvantageof treat- 
ing one group of factors as though it were the only possible 
combination is that this hypothesis becomes worthless when 
other config^tions come into i»ominence. The test of 
my hypothesis, that the three principles I have ^posed 
are more abstract and therefore more fundamental th^ those 
we have examined, is that they sufficiently explain a large 
number of changes which will endure after the special 
patterns have been modified. Once this has b^n ^^igreed, 
I am the last to underrate the significance of the struggle 
for power between the nations, and the class implications of 
that struggle. Whenever my analysis has become historical 
enough to examine any particuhu phase in the course of 
events, I have never f^ed to mention the contributions 
made by the different classes to the changing social structure. 

Our three principles, therefore, do not daim to solve all 
the concrete problems of our sodety, but they try to draw 
attention to various factors whidr have so far been neglected 
although they go very deep. They vnll, therefore, explain 
symptoms and problems which are likdy to be permanent, 
whatever may be the cumulative effect of isolated evoits. 

So far we have devoted most of our attention to the first 
two prindples ; in this last part of the book I wish to deal 
at length with the anal]^ of the third. 


II 

Some Phases in the Development of Soqal Tbchniques 

I. Their Charge from the Craftsmanship Leod to Mass 
OrganisaUon 

Now our task is to interpret, however briefly, the most 
important changes in social history in terms of dianges in 
social techniques. If it be true that the ultimate cause of the 
transformation of democratic countries into totalitarian 
states is to be found in a changing social technique, it is 
worth inquiring into the part played by the more inimitive 
techniques of ^ past and their influence on the nature of 
sodety. 
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The older forms of institution which developed in tribal 
times and continued to make themselves fdt in medieval 
society were al»> based on the necessity for influencing 
human behaviour. They worked within such a narrow 
compass and changed so slowly that people were scarcely 
aware of the pressure they exerted — a pressure as natural 
as that of the atmosphere itself. Customs, habits, education, 
at first in the home and later in the church and the school, 
the conventions of community life, all these acted on the 
individual, in the eflort to create a type of human being who 
would conform to the ideals of society. 

In former societies this influence remained at a stage 
which would correspond to handicraft in the sphere of 
economic technique. Its methods were founded on the 
unconscious use of everyday experience. They were almost 
always taken over from the past and readapted, and were 
hardly ever calculated to obtain the best possible results or 
even deliberately thought out. Neverthdess they were 
effective, owing to the very gradual development of tradi- 
tional societies and to their lack of social mobility. Economic 
progress was so slow that these societies scarcely changed at 
all within one generation. The customary family upbringing, 
the ideals of the Church, and the current public morality 1 ^ 
time to mature and to slough off the unsuccessful methods. 
Thus a traditional human t}q)e was created whose standards 
of thought and action were sufficiently uniform to guarantee 
the smooth working of society. At the same time, owing to 
the lack of specialization, these habits of thought and action 
were elastic enough to leave the individual free to make his 
own adjustment in situations which could not be foreseen. 

The characteristic features of hand-made goods are also 
to be found in social institutions. These features are a 
profound traditionalism in the choice of pattern, combined 
with ample scope for individual variation and a contempt 
for mechanical exactitude. Owing to their duggish develop- 
ment, the societies of the past managed to survive in spite of 
a technique of character building which was still of the home- 
spun order. Most people spent their lives in the groups in 
which they were brought up. Miction from place to place 
or from class to olass rarely attaffied any large proportions. 
There were no rapid changes to conflict with the narrowness 
of the traditional outlook. 
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Although as we have seen in another coiitext, the coming 
of the liberal age meant a tremendous influx of energy which 
penetrated to the very heart of economic life, tl^e rest of 
the social order was in many respects unaflectpd. The 
psychological upheaval which occurred in the a)ge of en- 
lightenment was slight compared with that of our oW time ; 
for the class of people who brought about this revolx^tion was 
comparatively small : only the entrepreneurs, intelli- 
gentsia, and a fraction of the bureaucracy took any active 
part in the change. Nevertheless, a sensitive ear will hear 
the same pulse beating in the changes of our time as was 
audible among the tumult of the pioneers of enlightenment. 
In their aims one can trace the beginning of a process in 
which the traditional forms of life gradually become the 
subject of rational discussion. But there was no radical 
attack on the traditional patterns, for economic and 
spiritual equilibrium was still restored by small, adaptable 
social units. It is not as yet the organized masses who took 
part in the struggle for a new economic and social order, 
but small industrial units and barely organized groups. 
These are far readier to adapt themselves to meet the new 
demands than our modem mass organizations, which, once 
a ijigid organization has been established, are dragged along 
by the sheer weight of inertia. At that time it was easier to 
incorporate new types of malcontent into a society which was 
based on free competition between small units : displaced 
craftsmen, isolated intellectuals, unsuccessful business men, 
reformers crying in the wilderness, all after a brief or 
prolonged struggle found a niche in society. As a result of 
their struggle social reforms were often introduced in the 
shape of new institutions. The traditional and slowly gliding 
stream of social life can resist small gusts of wind ; the 
waves ruffle the surface, but the river does not overflow its 
banks. 

To-day hundreds of thousands of people are shifted from 
one place to another in obedience to the law of the labour 
market ; more structural changes have taken place in a 
decade than in the whole century preceding it, more psycho- 
logical incentives are produced each week than in years of 
former life, and the man in the street experiences a greater ten- 
sion between adjoining worlds than was felt perhaps by the 
Christian knights who first went East on the crusades. 
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How can one work in such a wtnrld with a technique udiich 
onresponds to the at^e of craftsmanship ? Just as craft- 
manship can only satisfy a small dide of customers, so the 
traditional methods of forming character are very often 
inadequate for a mass age. 

The groups who were the first to learn by personal 
experience how difficult it is to steer a mass society, were also 
the first to realize the necessity for doing justice to the 
problem. One may think of the medieval church as a possible 
forerunner, but in spite of its desire for the planned control of 
thought and feeling, the church is not a good example, for 
owing to its agricultural environment and the inunaturity of 
social technique, it was forced to leave too much to traditional 
authority. Then it did not make sufficient use of rationalized 
methods to be regarded as the real pioneer in the history of 
modem social techniques. The army of the absolute states 
was the first great institution which not only devised rational 
methods for creating uniform mass behaviour artificially 
by means of military discipline and other devices for over- 
coming fear, but also used these methods for educating large 
masses of men (who were taken for the most part from the 
lowest classes) to act, and if possible to think, in the way 
prescribed. 

This army had worked out certain social and psychological 
patterns of obedience, whidi constantly reappear as soon as 
it is impossible to conceal the compulsory nature of a 
social body. Thus, for instance, the t3q)e of organization 
which prevails in the Prassian army alwajrs has more 
success, as far as quick results are concerned, than any 
other method of integrating mass society. This is par- 
ticularly noticeable in times of crisis, when democratic 
methoite fail. Yet in the long run, the stem, despotic, 
military system is not the most effective. Too blatant a 
parade of violence leads to a waste of energy and requires 
a large bureaucratic organization for control and espionage. 
A growing society needs pioneers ; an over-centralized, 
^dly disciplined mass technique leaves too little scope for 
individiml adjustment, thus it fails to keep pace with the 
problems created by social expansion. For this reason ^e 
forms of organization and psychological technique which 
were used to establish a mass sodety in America were far 
m«Mre permanent in their results tli^ any insistoice on 
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military discipline. The exponents of American mass 
propaganda found that the most successful psychological 
tecWque is largely based on the spontaneous actio)n of the 
individuals to be gmded, or at least gives them the illusion 
that they are ma^g their own decisions — ^in spim of the 
fact that they have previously been exposed to a tenant of 
suggestion and persuasion. America had no feudal ^tem, 
and this prevented the rise of many territorial traditions and 
customs. She did not have to reckon with these, an^ could 
easily break with local traditions when need arose. Owing to 
the gigantic wave of immigrants of every nationality which 
poured into the new settlements, " Americanization ” 
became a problem of mass ps]^ology. It had to be solved by 
democratic methods, not merely in the absence of any red 
central authority, but also because at least some sections of 
these immigrants were men of a highly independent and 
original type. As this technique originated in a democratic 
country, it never occurred to the inventors to impose any 
particiidar psychological outlook upon the people by dicta- 
torial means. They were content to foster existing attitudes 
or to change them gradually as the occasion demanded. 

Russian propaganda made use of these new discoveries con- 
c^ning the practical guidance of mass impulses in an unstable 
soaety, and incorporated them into the enlightened dictator- 
ship of the masses. In America the two most difficult 
problons which confronted the new social technique were 
social welfare and the modification of human behaviour by the 
skUfol manipulation of mass psychology. The psychological 
influences of home and community had often been destro 3 ^ 
the extraordinary restle^ness of American society ; the 
authorities had to see to it that by means of these tec^ques 
the necessary social conformity was established up to a 
pdnt, even if its growth had to be artificially stimulated. 
On the other hand the problem of enlightened dictatorship in 
Russia was to change masses of peasants into industrial 
workers in an incredibly riiort space of time, so that they could 
be rdied on in their new jobs, and further to persuade uem to 
accept the rational conception of the world which was believed 
to be esseiitial for the maintenance of a planned state in the 
machine age. In America, propaganda had to solve the 
problon of creating uniform emotions and actions at dection 
times and on o11i«: occasions m masses which were cmni^tdy 
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dissimilar in character and tvhich had no common tradition. 
Russian social technique was confronted with much harder 
problems ; it had gtadually to transform a fleeting emotional 
unity into an educational campaign which should embrace 
the whole man and gradually transform him into a citizen 
of a new society. 

This could not be done by emotional propaganda alone. 
In addition to that, it had to develop original techniques 
to meet the new situation. Quite apart from its deliberate 
appeal to the emotions, a totalitarian state has all the 
other means of psychological persuasion at its command. 
It is not simply a question of propaganda ; there is the 
whole S3^tem of education, and behind the standardiza* 
tion of thought which is based mainly on imitation, there is 
the standardizing power of fear, instilled by the organized 
coercion of the state. The aim is to transform passing moods 
into a permanent frame of mind. Cr^he, kindergarten, 
school, university serve to deepen the effect of occasional 
propaganda. But even the remaining spheres of social life, 
such as professional societies, newspapers, and hobbies are 
subordinated to the same purpose : to develop social 
technique to the very limit of its powers. These methods 
are more rational than those of the old traditional schools, 
churches, and national associations which set to work wifh a 
vague popular psychology and indefinite aims. The 
totalitarian states are more efficient because they co-ordinate 
their resources instead of letting their institutions work in 
opposite directions. 

In the traditional societies of the past the Church with 
its religious influence was usually in the hands of men who 
held a particular set of philosophical and political opinions, 
while the state schools were directed by men of quite a 
different t3q>e. Naturally they cancelled each other out. 
Any moral teachings which Church, school, and home in 
spite of all their differences tried to instil into the individual, 
were effectively counteracted by what was known as 
“ life This was simply the anarchic struggle for existence, 
which aroused an uncontrollable impulse for self-assertion. 
Regarded purely from the standpoint of efficiency, the 
liberal technique wasted an immense amount of energy, 
for owing to its lack of plannii^ it weakened or even 
destroyed with one hand effects which it had achieved with 
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the other. Co-ordination of purpose unquestionably saves 
time and energy. So much can be admitted even when 
one has no sympathy with the aims in view or believ^ that 
the gain is more than balanced by the loss. 

In any case, the Russian state translated this realization 
into action, for with its co-ordinated social techniques it 
has carried the rationalization of psycholc^cal influences 
as far as it will go. This almost mechanical co-ordini^tion 
of social forces which were once kept severely apar^ is, 
together with the conscious manipulation of psycholo^cal 
influences, the most important discovery modem society 
has made ; but there is nothing new in a mere attempt 
by society to influence people in one way or another. 

The German and Italian Fascists have o^ied this whole- 
sale co-ordination from Russia but with a difference. 
Certainly Fascism has forced its way into the schools and has 
not confined itself to propaganda, but it cannot convert its 
discipline of thought and behaviour into a real work of 
enlightenment for a very simple reason. Russian socialism 
and industrialization can tolerate more rational thinking 
in their campaign, although many lines of thoup;ht have 
been tabooed. But Fascism has to make use of irrational and 
emotional methods in every major phase of life, in every 
vitaEi social relationship ; for the Fascist S3rstem does not 
solve the fundamental difficulties of the new economic and 
social structure, but merely conceals them. In one respect, 
however, the Fascist countries are superior to the liberal 
states. The crisis through which they are passing has 
compelled them to make some attempt to solve the psycho- 
logical problems of modem mass society, particularly 
unemployment. It is tme that Fascism has not yet succeeded 
in circumventing the economic crisis by the artificial 
expedient of the armament industry, to say nothing of 
achieving lasting prosperity or a higher standard of living. 
On the contrary, its economic position is deteriorating. 
But it does at least try, however bratal its methods, to 
remove the psychologic^ effects of permanent unemploy- 
ment. Its social teclmique deliberately repudiates the en- 
lightenment of the masses and appeals to Ibe most primitive 
impulses, but even in this distorted form it is at least con- 
cerned with questions which every future mass society will 
have to solve. This is where the prosperous mnag states in 
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democratic and libmd countries are in danger of la^[ing 
behind. They, too, are suffering from unemployment, 
and have litffe prospect of recovery as long as world 
depression lasts. But they have not yet managed even 
to face the psychological problems of the new age. In 
other respects, society is working fairly smootUy and 
those who determine the policy of these comparatively 
thriving countries have therefore failed to realize the 
precariousness of their position. The Fascist labour 
camp is of course an extremely uncongenial solution 
to the psychological crisis involved in unemployment, 
but from the point of view of social technique it represents 
a later stage than the liberal method, which thinks it can 
solve the social and psychological problem of unemployment 
by the dole. 

Thus the English middle class observer hardly realizes 
that he is living in a mass society. He still does not perceive 
the symptoms of mass existence in his own country because 
the traditional methods of character building by custom 
and religion at home, in the state and public schools, and 
at the university are still working fairly smoothly. The 
accumulated we^th of the Empire, which is always creating 
new loopholes of escape from economic and social difficul^es, 
has prevented many ugly S3miptoms of the problems of mass 
society from becoming immediately apparent. This does 
not mean that England and the other relatively prosperous 
countries will always be spared these problems, but they 
may perhaps be fortunate enough to be able to study the 
experience of other lands and p^ their transition from the 
household and craftsmanship stage of social tedmiqne to 
large-scale methods. This-respite should be used for a careful 
study of ways and means. G)untries like England which 
have not destroyed their democratic and liberal institutions 
and are anxious to retain them, will have to face new 
problems should the question of new social tedmiques 
for dealing with the masses become acute. 

2. Lessons Democrat could Learn from the use of Social 
Techniques in Totalitarian States 

We must constantly bear in mind that once the basic 
traditions of so^ life have altered beneath the surface, 



26 o planning for FREEDOM 

we are living in a building which is already undermined, 
and the change from traditional order to temporary chaos 
may be accomplished without vraming. Thus in a sudden 
crisis the uncontrolled influx of new social techniques might 
lead to the very same symptoms as those which are spreading 
in the dictatorial states. Thus there is every reason toWudy 
the natiire of these techniques before they overwhelm us, 
and it is useless to treat them with contempt. We \have 
first to arrive at a genuine understanding of their signifid^ce 
and to distinguish the permanent elements from the tem- 
porary distortions caused by dictatorial abuses. 

So one should not ignorantly oppose these new techniques 
by regarding them merely as propaganda. We must not judge 
them purely from the aristocratic standpoint of a minority 
culture, which produced a few Elites on the one hand and 
tolerated the fact that the masses should remain uneducated 
on the other. Modem social technique is a vital necessity for 
every large industrial society : it is equally important for its 
psychological, economic, and industrial preservation. Like 
other kinds of technique it can be both magnificent and in- 
human. It is magnificent because it solves gigantic difficulties. 
One has only to ask oneself how a mass society, with aU its 
coi^icting tendencies and its danger of disintegration, could 
possibly continue if it were not in a position to reconstruct its 
whole social technique. The invention of a {danned technique 
for influencing human behaviour offers some hope of deliver- 
ance from a chaos in which home, church, ''and school are 
losing all power of impression, though it must be admitted 
that in its present form this technique is still only a makeshift. 
We have called it inhuman because it is a machine working 
in a vacuum and is in itself neither good nor evil. Its effect 
depends to a large extent on the purpose for which it is used. 
The German authorities provided an excellent instance of its 
positive value when they succeeded in abolishing the hatred 
of Poland for as long as they wished in a very short space 
of time. This hatred is one of the most deeply rooted of all 
collective sentiments, and even if all Germans did not 
suddenly grow to like the Poles, it is signMcant enough 
from the sociolc^ical point of view that feelings of hatred 
can be handled in a way which prevents them from becoming 
socially integrated, and thus politically effective. 

How it would simplify our common life, if th» power of 
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planned persuasion were used, not for stirring up strife, 
but for encouraging bdiaviour cm which all our hopes of 
peace, co-operation, and understanding depend. We would 
gladly consent to considerable interference at strategic 
points provided it confined itself to fostering those dem ents 
in the education of human nature which make for peace, 
understanding, and decency. An international agreeiuent 
to co-ordinate education and propaganda so as to secure 
at least a minimum sense of decency and moral obligation 
would be a kind of conformity against which no objection 
could be raised. 

If we are to realize the fuU possibilities of the new social 
technique, we must remember that in its present form it 
still has to work with a very primitive psychology. It is 
based on a collection of rules compiled firom the experiences 
of agitators, officers, and wholesale merchants, and is coloured 
by their point of view. It is still far from attaining a degree 
of sincerity and subtlety which would enable os to estimate 
its real value. The propagandist works with a very superficial 
analysis of human possibilities. But side by side with this 
psychology, a soMer, more sociological psychology is 
developing in our society, and has not yet been folly assessed. 
We are thinking of the tremendous progress in modem social 
work, in children's courts, in education both for individuals 
and for groups. We are thinking of attempts at what 
behaviourism calls reconditioning, which makes it possible 
to shake off bad habits which have developed in early 
childhood and to create new and useful habits in their place. 
We are thinking of the results obtained by re-educating 
adults, which have proved that most of the characteristics 
generaffiy ascribed to faults of character or lack of talent 
are produced by an unsatisfactory environment in early 
life. An almost pathologically arrested development of 
our impulses and &e mental life can be corrected in such 
cases by further education.^ 

The experiments in adult education throw some light on 
the senseless way in which people bdiave in politics. Instead 
of finffing a facile explanation in Le Bon’s popular psychology 
of crowd behaviour, it is wiser to suggest that people who 
have had no chance of political responsUffiity are bound to 
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behave foolishly until they have gradually obtained some 
experience of politics and have learnt to act like responsible 
adults. Why should a man be expected to develop into a 
fully fledged politician overnight without any preliminary 
training and experience ? No one would expect 1^ to 
run a steam engine without being taught, or to give an 
intelligent opinion on intricate business matters. A^ong 
the refinements of social technique we must not forget to 
mention psycho-anal 3 rsis.^ In its revdation of the uncor^ous 
mind it has made discoveries whidi, although only too 
hypothetical at present will in time give us power over a 
new dimension of the spirit. 

When we consider the possibilities of social techniques, 
we naturally regard them with very mixed feelings. It is 
impossible to rid ourselves of the idea that the subtler the 
influence over the human mind becomes, the more skilful 
our handling of social relationships, the greater the danger 
that we may be caught in a trap. The greater the pride of 
achievement, the greater the darm at the power which 
one man has over another. But just as there is no retreat 
from rationalization, so it is impossible to turn our backs 
on this increasing knowledge ; the problem is rather to draw 
the right conclusions from the new possibilities. 

tt cannot be denied that directly men realized the power 
that could be gained from this expanding social techmque, 
they began to abuse it. The fundamentd error at the root 
of this abuse is plainly revealed if one analyses the word 
with which this co-ordinated use of social technique is 
described. It is extremely characteristic that in the atmos- 
^phere of mass dictatorship co-ordination is expressed 
' by " Gleichschaltung ”, although the two words have 
entirely different meanings. 

R^htly understood, co-ordination means the intelligent 
correlation of all the resources at one's disposal, the 
harmonizing of the various instruments of an orchestra. 
This mutual harmony can be used to produce either 
monotony or polyphony. It is very significant that co- 
ordination has been interpreted as a l^d of goose-step 
standardization — ^the creation of a barren conformity. As 
opposed to this if the problem were properly thought out, 
it would be obvious that a centrahzed social technique 
^ Cf. lU 1 e in the BSUiognphy. 
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need not entail confcmnity, that it need not necessarily 
be used to create human sheep. The present experiments are 
only a travesty of the possibilities contained in the idea of 
co-ordination. Social co-ordination is like orchestral 
harmony. Social co-ordination only means that we do not 
let the instruments under our control — ^in this case the social 
institutions and techniques, such as family, school, work, 
leisure, and so on, cancel each other out but harmonize 
th«r creative powers with one another. Whether they are 
used to produce uniformity or a many-sided individuality 
depends on the will of the planner. 

Quite apart from the dictatorial levellers, this insight is 
denied to those who still think it possible to give free 
rein to the social forces, without any attempt at planning or 
co-ordination. These old-fashioned liberals must remember 
that we cannot return to this conception of freedom. The 
arbitrary tyranny of the social forces, unbridled liberalism, 
at the stage of mass society leads not to freedom, but at the 
first real shock, to chaos. In a mass society it is just this 
chaotic welter of groups all struggling for mastery which 
causes reaction, a desire for the tots^tarian and monopolistic 
control of social technique and the belief that plaiming 
means standardization and the suppression of spontaneity. 
If in this early stage men realize the enormous power that 
the co-ordinated control of social technique can give, but 
do not realize in time that the best plarming is not planning 
for conformity, then further progress inevitably lea^ to the 
enslavement of mankind, so that it is almost a matter of 
indifference under which flag it takes place. Even a social 
order which is built on firm foundations and is sound ii^ 
aim and function will in time fall a victim to bureaucracy 
through the institutional surrender of its citizens to the 
technicians who run the social machine, unless it becomes 
aware in time of the dangers inherent in the situation. 

I believe, therefore, now that the countries with liberal 
and democratic traditions have reached the stage of mass 
society, they must use those traditions to interpret the 
problem of mass education with greater wisdom Aan the 
dictatorships have shown. These countries can rely on 
customs whidi provide them with a powerful combination of 
attitudes, based on ideals of individtial independence, 
mutmd consideration, and fair play, together with 
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enlightened and acceptable conventions. These ingrained 
attitudes are diametiiodly opposed to the authoritarian 
propoisity for la 3 dng down Ihe law and to the piaso- 
chistic pleasure in submission. In democratic coimtries 
there is thus the p^ibility of a gradual re-definition of 
the meaning of planning, so that the word is not assorted 
with conformity but with co-ordination in the senl^ of 
harmonizing the instruments of social technique, in shon, of 
meaning by planning, plaiming for freedom. True liberalism 
in our collective age must act as a supplement, suggesting 
every type of planning and social technique which is Ukely 
to foster individuality, and must not obtain order at the 
cost of freedom. 

Planning in this sense means planning for freedom ; 
mastering those spheres of social progress on which the 
smooth working of society depends, but at the same time 
maldng no attempt to regulate the fields which offer the 
greatest opportunities for creative evolution and individuality. 

This freedom is not of course that of laissez-faire, laissez- 
aUer, which can no longer exist to-day. It is the freedom 
of a society which, since it has the whole co-ordinated 
sjrstem of social techniques within its grasp, can safeguard 
itself of its own accord against dictatorial encroachment 
on*certain spheres of life, and can incorporate the charters 
of these citadels within its structure and its constitution. 

Anyone who plans for freedom, that is, provides for 
citadels of sdf-determination in a regulated sodal order, 
has of course to plan for necessary conformity as well. 
The liberal age could give its whole attention to the propaga- 
tion of the idea of freedom, for it could build on the founda- 
tions of the traditional conformity it had inherited from the 
old conomunity culture of the Middle Ages. We shall 
have to waste a great deal of energy in the next few years 
replacing the old pattern of traditional conformity which 
is now (hsintegrati^ by a new one. We shall discos new 
values which were lost to us in the age of unlimited com- 
petition; identification with the other members of the 
society, collective responsibility, and the necessity for 
posseting a common background for our attitudes and 
behaviour. But once the new comnmnity has ac<|uired 
the necessary unity of outlook — a conformity which is not 
to be discouraged— there is no reason why provision should 
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not be made, both in the educational system and in the very 
structure of sodety itself for gradual modifications, culmina- 
ting in individual' personality.^ To-day we can afford to 
create opportunities for encouraging the growth of 
individuality, because modem soci^ technique can offer 
much sounder guarantees for the smooth working of society 
in the basic spheres of life than societies of the older type. 

But the mere fact of the existence of masses is not an 
obstacle. It is by no means impossible to split them up into 
small groups in which there is scope for initiative and 
individuality'. In these small groups in which everyone 
feels that a great deal depends upon his actions, and leams 
to act upon his own responsibility instead of losing himself 
in the anonymity of the mass, social patterns grow up 
in which individuality can almost certainly develop. 
Sociology has already reached a stage in which it is possible 
to say which social forces and consteUations have fostered 
individuality in the course of history. Planning for freedom 
does not mean prescribing a definite form which individuality 
must take, but having both the knowle^e and experience 
to decide what kind of education, what kind of social groups 
and what kind of situations afford the best chance of kindling 
initiative, the desire to form one’s own character and decide 
one’s own destiny. * 


III 

The Concept of Social Control 
Planning as ike Rational Mastery of the Irrational 

Society is almost ready to pass into a new stage. Unless 
we reali^ this, we shall lose the boundless opportunities 
which a co-cudination of social techniques womd put into 
our hands. 

Planned freedom can only be achieved by a deliboate and 
skilful handling of these techniques, so that every kind of 

* I have dealt with the ^portuoities which pbumed eode^eonld 
offer fer the gtemfh of penoaality ia three pablic lectinei " PlaBaed 
Society and ttie Problem of Human PersanalitF " at the Landon 
School of Economies. These lectates an as ^ m^utUshed. 
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influence which can be brou^t to bear on human beings must 
be theoretically understood. The planning authority ^ould 
be able to decide on empirical ground what sort of influence to 
use in a given situation, basing its judgments on the scientific 
study of society, coupled if possible with sociological «peti- 
ments. Such a tendency is already ap^ent in certain 
fields. For example, to-day we are developing a new kl|id of 
scientific study, e.g. the sociology of taxation,^ in iwder 
to discover which methods work l^t in different cotmtries. 
In the same way it is to be hoped that we shall be able to 
decide by experience what tactics to adopt in other spheres 
of society in view of the customs prevailing at the time. 
For just as different citizens in different countries feel 
differently about moral obligations when it comes to paying 
taxes, so there are different habits of thought, beaten tracks 
in the psychology of nations, which lead them to do some 
things in obedience to military orders, others in a spirit of 
free co-operation. 

Social science in pondering the right techniques will 
obviously have to work with varying conceptions of efficiency. 
Apart from the purely technical conception which could ^ 
defined as “ achieving the maximum effect by the minimum 
of effort ”, other more human considerations must be taken 
infb account. A drastic form of taxation may be efficient for 
the moment from the purely technical point of view because 
it extorts the largest sum in the shortest possible time, but 
psychologically and in the long run it may be inefficient, 
b^use it may shake the confidence of the tax-payer on which 
every future collection of taxes depends. Thus every economic, 
adnfinistrative, and educational code must be ready to 
consider not only the short-lived technical efficiency but 
the deeper psychological effects. A society m whidi profit 
is not the only criterion of economic production will 
prefer to work by methods which, though less effective 
from the point of view of output, give the workers 
more psychological satisfaction. Has not even our own 
brand of capitalist society, although it is prepared to fight 
for purely economic ends, l^n forced to cut down its profits 

1 On the Sociology oi taxation, of. Sultan, H., IHt Skuttstinnahtim, 
Vecsttch einer aoxicdogiscliea Pinanrtheorie als Toil einur Theotie der 
politischenOkononiie. Tttlnngen, 1932 ; and Mann, F. K., FinoMMOfioliv**, 
K0 Iim( VierteljaliTeahette iilr Soadologie, voL 12. Mo. 1, 1938. 
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in favour of the social services ? A planned society would 
be still more likely to invent new forms of calcidation owing 
to its greats interest in the good of the whole. The changed 
conception of efficiency which we have just discussed would 
not confine itself to the economic sphere. The psychological, 
social, and technical means applied should be judged by their 
effect on character and individuality as well as by their purely 
technical efficiency. Why should not a planned society 
which could deal not only with economy proper, but with 
human economy as well, make allowance for this point of 
view ? We can go even further. A finer mastery of the social 
keyboard, a more accurate knowledge of social technique, 
does not necessarily result in excessive interference. I believe 
that the wisdom of the planner would very often lead to 
a deliberate refusal to intedere in many fields. I can perhaps 
explain what I have in mind by giving an example on a 
smaller scale. An experimental boarding school for instance 
which aimed at planning the whole scope of its activities, 
might proceed to think out its syllabus and time-table in detail, 
but at the same time would see that recreation hours iffiould 
be provided in which the children were invariably left to 
themselves without advice or interference so that they could 
develop their own initiative. Arrai^ements could at the sgme 
time be made for the boys to go off for a tramp on their own, 
or find themselves work in which their individual initiative 
would have free play. This is by no means contrary to the 
principle that educational influences should be carefully 
controlled. Even in our present society Weltered zones and 
open battlefields exist side by side. In a planned society 
they will still be there, but they will be brought into harmony 
by a deeper understanding of the contribution they make, 
both to the formation of character and to the efficiency of 
society. 

This rational mastery of the irrational which does not 
rob it of its peculiar diarm, this deliberate recognition of 
irrationality is only possible when there is a thorough gra^ 
not only of the standardized techniques involved, but a^ of 
the spontaneous forms which develop in life when it is left to 
itsdf . The keyboard and the polyphonic harmony of musical 
instruments of which we spoke were no chance metaphcus. 
The analogy is justified in so far that only the man who has 
fuUy mastered musical technique can really express the 
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irrationaUty of musical experience. In the same way a truly 
planned society does not suppress the genuine dynainics of 
Irie or intellectualize them, but tries through a skil^ handling 
of situations to make a fuller use of organic forces than was 
possible at a stage of more primitive, inflexible control. 

Even the greatest expert in social technique does not 
imagine t^t he himsdif creates the elementary psychological 
and social processes. The greater his knowledge, the ipore 
clearly will be see that a genuine improvement in sddal 
technique means an ever fuller use, an ever increasing mastery 
of the original material. Real skill will not make us inhuman, 
but human in a deeper sense. Only those who feel that the 
present state of society is “ natural ’* because they were bora 
mto it will oppose true planning, thereby completely overlook- 
ing the fact that this allied naturalness is the chance product 
of spasmodic interference with the course of social events 
and the development of the individual — an interference whidi 
usually does more harm than good because it is not consdouriy 
appUeid The clumsiness of our society in which different 
man-made institutioDS frequently dash and different moral 
codes continuously lead to conflicts, is reflected in the 
rising tide of neurosis in the individi^ and in disastrous 
pamcs and crises in international relations. 

It sodety can be controlled, we must ourselves how 
we can improve our technique of intervention in human 
afibirs, and where this intervention ought to begin. The 
problan ofthis “ where ", the right point of atta^, brings 
os to the conception of social control.^ The sodeties of the 
past made use of this control in many forms, and we are 

* C. F. Rom. E . A., Social Cmiirol: A Survey the FoumAoHohs of Orinf 
(New York, 1901), a bode wUdi has tiie inetit of.haVingdiiected attention 
very eady to that problem. But I think in tiiat early stage it was not 
yet posawie to see its nltimate implications , wbidi only become visible 
as soon as one disensses them in the context of social te^niqnes and 
planning. Cf. also Cooley, Ch. H., SocM OrgaaiMatiou, New York, 1900, 
and his Social Process, New York, 1918; Maciver, R. M., Society, 
a Textimok of Sociology, e«p. Book 11. ii, New York, 1987 ; Case, 
C M.. '* Some SoddogiM Aspects of Coercion,’* PuNUaHous ^ ike Amer. 
SeeMegieal Society, 1922, vcd. 117, m. 75-88 ; Lnmley, F. E.. Mmus of 
Social CoiUrol, New York, 1925 ; Bernard, L. L., The TransiHon as ou 
elective Staudard of SoeialCotilrolThesis,Cbicsigo,l9l\; “Socid Control,'* 
PubHeaSous of the Amerieau Sodd, Society, voL 12, Chicago, 1918 ; Smith, 
W. R., *' School Dischiiline as Training for the Larger Social Control,*' 
Pud, rfthe Amer. SoeM Soe„ vol. 17, T9ZS ; Ifisad, G. H., " The Geneds 
of the S^ and Social Contr^" lutem. Jtmm, ttfEOAes, voL 85, 1984-8. 
Cf. also L 1 in the B i b liography. 
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justified in speaking of the " key position of social control '* 
in the sense that there have alwa3rs been fod fixnn which the 
most important influences emanated. A new approach 
to history will be achieved when we are able to trandate 
the main structural changes in terms of a displacement of the 
former systems of control. Looking at society as a whole, &e 
replacement of individual controls is never due sdely to 
immediate causes but is a function of changes in the whole 
configuration. 

The question emerges whether in the past the controls 
grew up side by side hapluusard, or whether even then they 
were unconsciously co-ordinated, and whether in the future 
such a co-ordination could be ddiberately encouraged. The 
key to an understanding of shifting social controls lies 
partly in the changing nature of social techniques and 
partly in the transformation of human beings themselves. 

In a society where the technique of social control is still 
in its infancy the influence comes from near at hand, horn 
the father, the neighbour, the chieftain. Standards of 
behaviour must be inculcated and everybody must conform 
to them if the society is to work. This kind of primitive group 
with its narrow range of social influence will tend to impose 
too many taboos and will aruciously insist on what Durklwim 
calls a “ mechanical solidarity ”. * 

But in a society in which a more detailed division of 
labour occurs human conduct can be influenced by subtler 
and less obvious means. As Drurkheim points out, division 
of labour creates functions which are complementary to 
each other, so that everyone is much more dependent on his 
neighbours than in a society vdiere no such division exists 
and each as it were produces for himself. Owing to the 
divisirm of labour and the consequent dq>endence of the 
individual on society, new kinds of pressure come into bdng 
whidi continue to ^e effect when there is no one to give 
orders. Cotain situations constantly recur and exert a 
pressure from which there is little chance of escape. This 
" pressure of circumstances " admittedly allows the individual 
to make his own adjustmmt, but the number of possible 
adjustments is limited Even if society is not in a position 
to deal with these intuations, th^ can nevertheless be flxe- 
seen and are easily recognizalde in the most important tyhetes 
of life. This similaiity appears in its most stiikmg {«m 
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when we study the biographies of men who bdong to the 
same period and class : they are usually confronted with the 
same type of situation even when they believe their cujcum- 
stances are unique. It is dear that the social control which 
consists in conhontiug certain social dasses with certain 
definite situations is radically different finom that of piinimve 
sodety where the individual is directly affected, ^y 
when the social structure has reached a fairly complex 
stage of devdopment can the social controls become flexfi>le 
enough to provoke a number of possible reactions to t3q>ical 
conditions instead of layii^ down hard and fast rules of 
behaviour. The types of sodal control which work through 
situations or through force of circumstances are only to be 
found at a certain level of sodety, and their signMcance 
increases as its complexity grows. In the same way the 
vital question whether social control is exercised by a central 
group of leaders or is democratically diffused i^ougbout 
sodety depends for its answer both on the social order and 
on the social techniques. 

In this connection it again becomes dear that discussion 
of the problem of sodal control is hopdessly abstract 
when it is not related to the workings of sodety as a whole 
but is artifidally divided into water-tight compartments 
su(m as economics, political sdence, administration, and 
education. As long as we specialize oxily in one of these fidds 
its nature is hidden from os. We do not realize that all 
these seemingly separate sdences are in fact interrelated, 
that they refer to social techniques whose ultimate aim 
is to secure the fimctioning of the social order by bringing 
an appropriate influence to bear on the bdravioor and atti- 
tudes of men. 

Once this unity of purpose is recognized the political and 
social character of all human mstitutions becomes dear. 
They are not as they seem at first sight designed simply to 
achieve a limited object, they are permanent elements in the 
political organization of sodety and have grown up ride by 
side. Economics in their broader aspect are not m^y 
a device for r^[ulating production and consumption, they are 
also an efSdent means of regulating human bdiaviour as well, 
and in scnne spheres of action they help to adjust it to the 
gieneral trend of afhurs. Administration is not merely a 
fonn of sodal organization created for the purpose of carrying 
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out certain dedsions ; it is becoming more and more obvious 
to-day that administration is turning into an instrument of 
political interference and that the methods used in executing 
the prescribed regulations can serve as an indirect means of 
altffling the balance of power in a society. The dogmatic 
distinction between making the law (legislation) and expound- 
ing it (jurisdiction) does not seem to be as dear cut as it 
u^ to be, and we see ever more plainly that in the process 
of jurisdiction the judges are creating the law, Sodolc^sts 
do not regard education solely as a means of realizing abstract 
ideals of culture, such as humanism or technical specialization, 
but as part of the process of influencing men and women. 
Education can only be imderstood when we know for what 
sodety and for what social position the pupils are being 
educated.^ 

If, instead of studying every branch of activity separately, 
we consider all social activities as a whole we diall be able to 
dassify them as social tedmiques, whose sole raison d'itre 
is to mfluence human behaviour as sodety thinks fit.* This 
leads us on to the working hypothesis that the quantum 
of mental energy needed to pr(^uce the habits and outlook 
of a sodety remains constant and that only the concrete 
forms of expression change. In this sense we can speak o| a 
transmutation (metamorphosis) of this energy. 

Let us now proceed to examine this transformation of 
mental energy in greater detail and give an example to show 
how the same activity (manual labour) was enforced in 
different ways in two successive phases of history. It is well 

^ K, Mannheim, ** Mass Education and Group Analysis,'* op. dt. ; 
and cf. in the Biblio^phy 111 3a. Ill 4, and 111 7a. 

> We will only indicate here what we have explained in another place — 
why it should he in the liberal age that a tendency arose to divorce the 
spheres from one another. The habit of thinking in terms of pure economics, 
me unquestioning distinction between legislature, executive, and judicia^, 
the autonomy of education, mark only a certain stage in the evolution 
of society, in which, for structural reasons, co-ordination takes place 
through checks and balances. But even in this sense the difterent spheres 
of action were not so simple and unpolitical as they appeared to be in 
an abstract analysis. The regulation of property for instance was always 
political, for it was not only a means of guaranteeing a certain standard 
of living but regulated human activities in different spheres. Even 
when tirere was no authority which consciously set the different parts 
of the social mechanism in motion, they constantly influenced each other 
and tended towards equilibrium. This equilibrium was not totalitarian, 
however, in the sense that it was planned beforehand on theoretical 
princiito to function as a single machine. 



272 PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

known that in Roman society, especially on the great estates 
{latijundia), the work was done by slaves and &e principal 
incentive was the whip. Toward^ the end of Romah rule, 
at the beginning of the Middle Ages, this system of slave 
economy was transformed into serfdom, and now instead of 
bmte force a combination of methods was used to arou% the 
will to work. First the daves, once condemned to celi^cy, 
were allowed to marry, so that instead of living in barradb 
they could have a home and family. This was a more oAless 
deliberate attempt to mobilize the instinct of self-preservation 
in the economic interests of their masters by strengthening 
it through family ties. Then this motive was reinforced from 
another side and a strip of land was given them with a share 
in the harvest, so that they would take an interest in the 
output. And finally they were bound to the soil by law, 
and thus the ambition which society itself had aroused was 
checked by social regulation, for they had no hope of moving 
to the best manors in the country. These restrictions on their 
freedom of movement were further reinforced by the lack 
of communications. 

The transformation of slaves into serfs is an example of the 
different incentives emplojred in these two solutions to the 
labour problem. Instead of the primitive method of brute 
force applied in slavery, in serfdom there is a combination 
of stimuli. Blood ties, an emotional attachment to the land, 
the legal inability to leave it and a vested interest in its 
produce, aU combined to create a skilfully balanced system 
for arousing the necessary will to work. The particular 
course which human initiative takes, the changing forms of 
inc^tives, are once more functions of the changing social 
tedmiques and can only be completely understo^ with 
reference to the whole social order. People turned in our 
example to the more complicated S3^tem, not merely because 
it gave the serf a keener interest in hfr work but because 
imperialistic wars, which were a kirld of slave-hunting, ceased 
and with them the source of slave labour.^ 

In this examjde the transmutation of social energy (meta- 
morphosis) is obvious when we notice how certain s;^ems 

* Cf. Un WetMC. " Die eosialen (hrtliide dee Unterniigei der a&tikea 
Kdtnr,'' ia hie G$tammUt mr SotM- md WirUelUffkgtsthi^i 

TObiat^ 1824. 
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used dilNmt methods of pressure and stimulation in order 
to adiieve the same result. In spite of its relevance in this 
particular case the principle of the transmutati<m of social 
energy is only a metaphor ; it \rould be a mistake to carry it 
too far.^ It would aia> be foolish to attonpt to measure the 
quantum of energy * ; we might be led into theoretical trifling. 
For the vital dement in the ph3^cal principle of die con- 
sovation of eneigy is that quanta of energy can be measured 
as they actually occur in various forms. Here the analogy of 
the conservation of eaergy only serves to em^fliasize two 
important facts : First, Aere is only one single prindple 
underlyu^ all social techniques, that of influencing human 
behaviour, causing people to act in a desired way. Secondly, 
the same behaviour (manual labour, in the case we have 
just anal3rsed) can be obtained sometimes by a single act of 
direct compuMon, sometimes by a combination of social 
controls, e]q>anding throughout the whole social texture. 

^ C. J. Friedrich, ConsHiutumal Govmiment and PoUHcs, New York, 
London, 1937, 12 fi., speidcs of interpreting human action by the 

power principle, out forgets to emphasize tbat the idea of the conservation 
of energy is only adequate if it can be measured. Moreover, he ignores 
the primary assumption of the unity of social techniques, which in roite 
of their extonral dmerences have in our opinion a single task to fulfil — 
the hifluencing of human behaviour. Oiuy if one niakes this the l^^tsis 
of one's study is it possible to speak of the transmutation of energy. 
Otherwise it is impossible to int^ret the changing expression of ^e 
same tendency as variations of that tendency. Certainly Friedrich 
has taken an important step in this direction in so far as he regards 
not merdy the compulsory activities but also the rpontaneous qnes 
as an earoression of this energy. Indeed, obtaining obedience to a 
distasteful order is a method of influence bdiaviour just as much as 
creating agreement or a spontaneous ^^larii^^'e^o^ onl^ %t^ 

obedience, ^at the gres^?^ciency of democrat methods lies. 

* In drder to measure the mental energy ea^ended in the above mentioned 
two methods of making people work, the results obtained by slave labour 
would have to be compared with the energy consumed by the overseers, 
and then with the results produced by the serhi, in order to contrast the 
eneigy expended by the overseers mth tiie energy needed to keep the 
whoto system going. It is dear that these quanta are not measurable, so, 
as we explained in the text, it is not the equality of the mxergy expended 
on which we lay such stress but on the question by what means (pride 
in one's work, enterprise) and through what combinations of social 
techniques, identical functions are created in different societies. 

As to the psychology effects of ipontaxieous and autiunitarian 
metiiods, cl tl^ fbllowg recent contributions ; Lewin, K., and lippitt, 
R., «An Experimental Approach to the Study of Autocracy and 
Dmocracy : AIMiminary Note," Sociametiy I, Nos. 9-4, 1934. Lewm, 
K., and "White, R. K., •' mtems of Aggressive Bdiaviour in 
mentally Ptwtdd Social Oimates," Journal o/ See* Ps^hok, May, 1990. 
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IV 

Th:e Classification of Social Controls 

Once we have explained the major premises on which our 
argument is based, our next task will be to make a detailed 
investigation of the general hypothec of the transmutation 
of sod^ energy. Tlie outstanding problem which a sociology 
of government will have to face is to demonstrate 
that different countries have different social controls at their 
command and to explain the nature of their working. This 
shifting of controls, the transmutation of the methods of 
inffuencing human behaviour, can only be studied in detail 
after a preliminary scheme of classification has been wwked 
out. We still have a long way to go before we can determine 
through which controls our society functions, and farther 
still before we can form a concrete plan for securing the best 
possible disposition of these controls. Nevertheless much 
would be gained if social science were able to make a sound 
theoretical survey of the key positions of social control. 
At any rate this would be the best approach m studying the 
structure of any society. 

In the following section I will try to classify social controls 
in this way. I am fully aware that I am unable to do more than 
to Vork out the main principle underlying them and to give 
some examples of their effects. For the purpose of this survey 
I propose to classify the relevant techniques of influencing 
hmnan behaviour as follows. First we have two main groups : 

1. Direct Methods of Influencing Human Behaviour. 

2. Indirect Methods of Influencing Human Behaviour. 

I. Direct Methods of Influencing Human Behaviour 

These are always based on personal influence and work from 
near at hand. Thus the effect of this influence is always 
identified with the man who exercises it, and the layman does 
not notice that he is merely the imconsdous exponent of the 
claims of society. Sn if the parents tell the cfafld not to do 
certain things, we believe that it is th^ who wish to establish 
these particular rules. The sociologist, on the other hand, 
knows that a definite society is speaking throu^ thm,* 

* Cf. Jessie Taft. The Dymmiet of Thtrapy in a ControOed RtloHoiukip, 
eh. ii, "ThirQr-<me Contacts with a Seven-jnear-old Boy." New Yoff. 
1233. 
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and that it is more or less dependent on these roles for its 
smooth working. School masters and priests fulfil the same 
function. The leader of an opposition uses means of influmcing 
behaviour just as much as the Government; the only 
diSarence is, that owing to his (Mike of certain institutions 
he proposes to put others in their place. From the sociological 
point of view he might fulfil as important a function in trans- 
forming human behaviour as those who only care for con- 
formity, for he fosters the dynamic change which is needed 
in the course of history. 

As opposed to these personal influences, we speak of 
influencing human behaviour indirectly, when it is a question 
of influencing the action, outlook, and habits of the uulividual 
by conscious or unconscious control of the natural, social, or 
cultural surroundings. 

The (fliief (diaracteristic of indirect influence is that it 
works from afar, and the control originally springs, not from 
(dose at hand, but from distant sotnrces. Far away there is a 
social authority, which by managing natural, institutional, 
or cultural &ctors persuades or compels the individual to 
react as it pleases. Of course, there are human beings at 
work behind this cluster of influences ; these institutions 
represent real people, yet it is not private individuals, |>ut 
the invisible pressure in the situation itself whi(fli makes the 
average human being do what is expected of him, apparently 
of his own accord, without external bribery or pressure. 

In these circumstances the individual might have an illosion 
of freedom, and indeed he does in fact make his own adjM- 
ment. But from the sociological point of view the possible 
solutions are more or less determined in advance 1 ^ so(^ 
control of the atuation. 

In spite of this diversity of methods we xnust not for^t 
what we have already stated, that indirect influence in its 
final stages works through dimt influence. If certain pro- 
vince of s<xaety are regulated by free <x>mpetition, the 
individual does not keep his eye on the system, but on the 
actual competitor who is pitting his prices against his own, 
or on a customer who wants cheaper goods and t hink s he 
can get them elsewhere. The abstract power and pressure of 
competition as far as the individual is concerned is embodied 
in the (xmcrete acti<ms of other individuals with whom he has 
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Acoocding to this account there appears at first si^t to be 
no^eal distinction between the direct and indirect meth^ of 
influencing human bdbaviour. For in both cases the podal 
order is qieaJi^ through the mouth of a concrete indi'^ual 
and in b^ it seems as though the individual in quffition 
were the ultimate source of tiie influoice. Yet wheq we 
look into the matter mote carefully we realize that a hither 
who is punidling his son provokes a different te^nse fisom 
that called out by the process of competition. If a father hands 
on some opinion or other he is the author of it and we can 
only state in quite graieral terms that society is speaking 
through him ; while if I obey the laws of competition it is 
possible to point to the particular pattern of sodd interaction 
which has conditioned my bdiaviour. This distinction is 
absolutely vital to the planner, for if he wants to alter the 
position, in the first case he appeals to the father and in the 
second he tries to change the process of competition. We 
shall have more to say about this distinction later on. 

Whether asodety r^es more on direct or indirect influence 
depends on a great many factors, but especially on its size, 
range, organization, communications, and socml mobility. 
The feuiktl society, for instance, retained its pattern of 
diipct personal influence and dependence because, in spite 
of its vastness^ it was an agrarian society iq which social 
regulation was based on neighbourliness and personal 
r^tionships. It never approached the conception of 
abstract officialdom, which was confined to the absolutist 
state and the democratic bureaucracy. As it grew it still 
dung to the hierarchic scheme in which everyone had his 
own overlord to whom he was bound by ties of fiddity. 
The emphasis on direct control may have forced tb^ 
sodety to assume the complicated structure of a pyramid. 
Systematic generalization and the application of universal 
ptindples to social affairs were alien to the rnedievalmind 
in feudal times. It thought in terms of personal or class 
privily. To do justice not mean to accord every one 
equal li^ts before the law, but to guarantee to every man 
his own right, the right to which his estate entitled him. 
There was no liberty, only liberties. The method of 
genoalization and subsumption only became qpoative in 
legal thought when throu^ the idea of dtizendiip all men 
became eqiud, at least in me pditical sphere. Untu this had 
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been adiieved it was impossible to tbinir of law or political 
organization in the abstract. 

Accordingly the prevailing pattern of thoa{^t exioessed 
itself in terms of symbols and analogies rather in 
logical^ generalization. The ^nnbolic representation of 
authority still belcmgs to a world whne pnaonal contacts 
prevail, and the h^hest degree of abstraction can rmly be 
reached, by means of images and not of general concepts. 
The libidimns energies which flow into these symbols axe 
still of the same nature as the allegiance to a personal over- 
lord. Th^ is no leap into the abstract as tiiere is in obeying 
systematic l^;al regulations for thdr own sake or for the ssdce 
of the state. 

The patterns of personal influence develop in those social 
units which Cooley called the primary groups * : the local 
units of a society, the family, the neighteurs, and the 
village community. This personal influence exists in modem 
society too, in the family, in the nursery, school, and kinder- 
garten, in neighbourly relationships and during leisure time. 
It does not dirappear in mass sodety but tends to be confined 
to certain aspects of life. Its real working can best be seen 
in our midst when small new groups arise; friendships, 
fraternities, political sects, and diques. It is mainly th^ 
small and active bodies whidi invent new customs, so that 
the first patterns are created by a process of trial and errm. 
The habits, feelings, sympathies, and idiosyncrasies of these 
groups will be determined, &r mme than in larger and mme 
permanent communities, by the personal peculiarities of 
individual leaders and prominent members. The more stable 
and institutional these fluctuating groups become, the soono: 
these persoiud peculiarities will be abolished at will auto- 
maticaUy be transformed into an impersonal tradition. 

T^ detailed study of the jaublem by what means and 
on what {dane of consdousness the sense of personal influence 
bec(»nes effective, would require a whole trratise on 
pqr^ology. We will, therefore, merely indicate certain 
important aspects of direct influence. First of there is 
the whole mechanism of habit whidi is omditianed by 

^ Coobnr, C. H., SoeM A Stndjr a< t]MLu|wll3ii4.K«w 

Yoik, 1S&. Fu£ E. E., and Bacgm, E. W., Inkmiuetiem to fkt 
of SoUalegy, iod ed.. Chicago, 1824. Chapter V, n. C., Primaff and 
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training and which guarantees a certain conformity among 
the monbers of a society— a canformity wMdi is la;tgely 
independent of rational and emotional jud^ent. I 

One usually distingui^es two kinds of habits : those v^ich 
are uniform throughout a ^ven society and those ^n^ch 
conform to special institutions and co-operative sdxdnes. 
When, for instance, a man acquires habits cotmened 
with the times appointed for eating, working, and sleeping, 
he is learning to share in the general activities of society ; 
but if he acquires the habits of a certain profession, or ^e 
manners of a certain social class, this can only be r^arded 
as a preparation for particular in^itutions. 

The principal aim of education is usually to achieve a basic 
social conformity; it transmits by d^ect tradition the 
patterns of behaviour for which society is alwa3rs groping 
in the past. The customary methods of canying out certain 
collective activities such as a fishing expedition among 
primitive tribes, and the techniques for promoting co-opera- 
tion and suppresang selfi^ motives fall into this category. 
Even sudi t^es as the art of winning approval, the intuitive 
power to realize which petty stratagems are permissible in 
personal intercourse, what is best left unsaid, and what 
must be stifled at all costs are conununicated by private 
example. Thus from the skilful handling of coimnonplace 
situations to the traditional routine of group organization, 
everything is subject to the same law. But not only overt 
bdiaviour but also emotional and volitional reactions are 
transmitted in the same way. 

Who can tell how the English form of self-control is handed 
dovm, or how emotional rhythm differs in the Germans, 
the French, or the Americans ? The normal methods of self- 
expression are openly transmitted by personal contact 
just as other sodd habits are. This is equally true on the 
intellectual plane and applies to style both in writing and in 
speech. We are justified in using the term habits of thinking 
in ordo' to show that there are planes of thought which are 
taken over almost mechanically without being sut^ected to 
responsible control. We think as we do, not because long 
consideration of the facts has led us to this or that cmidusicm, 
but because our opinions were directly instilled into us in 
childhood. 

But even if we decided one day to leomsider all ow 
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pr^dices, to think oat all oor opimOns for ourselves, we 
^oiold find that owing to the intensity of these method of 
direct transmission, unconsdous inhibitions woifid make 
themselves felt at caiain points and would prevent us 
going any farther. These inhibited fields in the mind 
exist in many spheres, of which the sexual sphere is only 
the best known. A patriot is inhibited from shaking oiS 
the collective narcissism of his group, just as a Communist 
can only compel himself sorely against his will to make a 
critical anal)^ of the dogma concerning the chosen destiny 
of the proletariat. Both men have not only adc^ted certain 
habits of thought at critical phases in their life but have also 
established certain inhibited fidds of consciousness which 
react like a noli me tangere. 

But these condition^ reactions, these ruts in the pathways 
of the mind, ate sometimes exposed to diange. In some of 
the feelings we acquire there are mental explosives hidden, 
whidi under favourable circumstances may convulse our 
whole system of habits. Small hidden resentments, 
repressed longings, may become revitalized. In this sense 
every conversation, every method of teaching either en- 
courages or discourages such mental rebellions. In case 
of discouragement, Udden elements of fear and anxicity 
are implanted and inhibit the individual who is striving 
to surpass the boundaries of his limited sphere of action. 
Reconsideration is, therefore, never a purely intellectaal 
act. It is emotional and volitional for it has to be preceded 
by the courage to break the spell cast by former habits of 
mind. 

One of the many methods of establishing a certain con- 
ception of the world and thus of creating confomiity is 
what has been called the definition of a situation. 
Certain interpretations of the situation, certain accepted 
valuations, and certain prevailing ideologies are taken 
for granted. We adopt them in the family, the nursery, the 
school, try to live with them and only when the tension 
between them and our direct experimice becomes too great, 
do we gradt^y revise them. We usually make ru> attempt 
to do th& by ourselves, but join forces with those who find 
themselves in a similar position and collectively rebd 
^gainst' an estaldished dtilnition. At first people are merely 
inclined to i^uml^ and be generally discontented, and lato 
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out of their trivial disparagements new values and a new 
definition of the situation arises. < 

Not m^ely our smallest mannerisms, but the integrated 
pattern of our personality may be formed by our imme^te 
surroundings and by the direct influence which is brought 
to bear. Ideal characters, the hero, the gentleman, (the 
honest broker, become popular in this way in a given sopial 
structure. \ 

If one asks how these alien standards are imparted, and 
how the desired behaviour is produced, a complete scale of 
methods, ranging from brute force ^ to spontaneity could be 
given. At one end of the scale is violent coercion with 
every means of causing pain and fear. At the next stage 
we fbd non-violent coercion, withdrawal of love, sabotage,* 
cdd-riiouldering, and indifference. We must also examine 
in a class by themselves the gratifications whidi arouse 
spontaneous action by stimulating the desire for profit 
and advancement. Praise, flattery, and persuasion can be 
used to create spontaneous responses and it depends on the 
social context and on established conventions whether they 
are more certain in their results than tangible possessions. 
The advantage of adopting a technique based on reward 
isjthat it creates the illusion of free choice. Here I must 
emphasize the fact that a society not only creates the 
hope of reward, but it has to foster the desires whidi go 
with it. If it offers only new gratifications for whidi no 
one is prepared to strive it meets with no response. If it 
fosters expectations which it cannot on prindple fulfil, it 
will create discontent and finally rebellion. From the sub- 
jective point of view free choice and dirinterested motives 
are a re^ty, but from a sodological point of view they are 
largdy nurtured by sodety and are not in ffiis respect 
totally unlike the reactions produced by brute force. If 
the individual studies his own mind, he is rig^t in thinking 
that his reactions are spontaneous, but that does not alter the 
fact that sodety has, as it were, conditioned him without his 
knowledge to struggle for the prizes it offais. Indeed, it often 
deprads on the form of social organization emplc^ed whether 
rile individual does something because he must or vdiether 

^ C. M. Case, Some Sociohgicat Aspects of Non^VidtesU CoereioH^ New 
York, Ci eiao III. 2a and c is the Bibliompky. 

« Lumtoy, F. E., Means of SoUai Ctmisa, Nm Yotk, 1925. 



CLASSIFICATION OF SOCIAL CONTROLS 28 z 

society has adjusted its emotional values urith sudi alrin 
that he sets his heart on doing it or feds that his honour 
is at stake. Mark Twain's Tom Sawyer illustrates this point 
very well in a limited setting. Tom is ordered as a punish- 
tnent to paint the garden fence and he numages to m^ the 
othCT. boys give him all sorts of presents in exchai^'e for the 
privilege of doing the painting ; so that we see once again 
that much depe^ on the way in which a fact is soc^y 
presented. Punidiment in a different setting becomes 
reward. 

Though reward and punishment are both social incentives, 
and the rewards for wMch we strive ate socially determined, 
it is true, nevertheless, that a sodety which is based chiefly 
on command and punfehment is more brutal than one based 
on reward. The methods which try to rouse men to act by 
kindling their desires are much subtler in conception and 
more sublimated in effect. Their efficien<^ cannot be rightly 
assessed by noting the speed of reaction in isolated cases 
alone. We must also remember that the strain of waiting 
fcHT orders and the fear of punidunent destroy both 
individual spontaneity and the general power of response, 
so that these become atrophied in spheres in which they 
are essential. 

It seems that society itself instils the widies £nd 
determines the range of posable gratifications, and the 
dynamic tension which sfoings from them is strictly corre- 
lated with the needs of the chuagii^ social order itself. The 
different levels of expectations as ^ey exist in the different 
social classes are the direct expression of strivings which 
set various groups in motion and give them (hrection. They 
are, therefore, the most important psychological key-pointe 
from wfaidi society can influence the minds of its members. 

A planned society will naturally strive to influence these 
levels of expectation among the different classes. Such a 
society avoids many of the difficulties in which a free society 
is involved because it is capable adapting the level of 
expectations, to wi^es which it is possible to fulfiL If it 
cannot produce enough wealth it can make a virtue of 
renunciation or create satisfaction in economy itsdf . In a 
free sodety on the other hand the level of expectation is 
produced by external conditions vhkh usually cannot be 
ocmtcolled, and it is in no way adjusted to the needs of the 
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different social classes or of society as a whole. Onr theory 
is, then, that the creation of rewards as well as tlut of 
wishes and expectations, is a product of the social imicess, 
and that the origin of the dynamic impulse which inn^ 
us to work and to make sacrifices is to be soi^t in tomon 
betwem expectation and reward. This creative tensiaq in 
favourable cases was spontaneoudy produced in the 
In modem sodety, however, owing to rapid changes, and to 
the mechanism of competition whidi gives rise to new 
expectations, without at the same time creating the means 
of gratifying them, a general dissatisfaction wW naturally 
arise, and if it is to be avoided in the future guidance and 
plan^g will be needed. This theory that rewards are 
correlated with certain sodaUy conditioned e3q>ectations 
will of course only be appreciated by those who have 
already seen tiiat material interest is by no means final, 
and that men are not primarily bent on material gratifica- 
tions. Even our interest in food, as Knight has clearly 
seen, is largely a matter of social standards rather than of 
biol(^cal need.^ Here we meet with another fiu:t of the 
same order. Not only does society co-ordinate its rewards 
wirii the level of expectations, but even the thrediold of 
seijsitivity, as we ]^ve already mentioned, is different 
in different societies. It is remarkable that an Enf^ish 
u|>bringing creates a delicaqr which is sensitive to the 
slightest shades of criticism, while in many other countries 
the coarsest abuse and exaggeration would be necessary 
as a deterrent. In dealing 1»th with children and adults, 
an English rebuke is often concealed in a casual remark, 
or must as it were be read between the lines. Thus 
personal intercourse in England teaches people to notice 
the smallest change of mannw, to feel good-humoured 

^ Kn^t has lealised this fact very clearly. .He has rightly 
amphaaiied that economic interests are not. for the most part* final, but 
that other values are set on apparently material thin^, and that t^ 
human struggle really revolves around these inherent valuations. Once 
this is understood, the new problem arises under what conditions these 
valuations become attached to material goods. When, for instance, do 
food and housing carry social prestige, and when can the desiie for prestige 
be satisfied by badges and titles ? Knight, F.. ** Economic Theory of 
Nationalism^** in his Etkics of Competition, p. 315* On the problem of 
Presto, cf. Nicdlson, H., the Meaning of PreOige, Cambridge. 1337 ; 
Hans Speler, Honor and Social Structure ** in Soeiat EeseaiyM, vol. % 
1935. CL also IV 4 in the Bibliography. 
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ridicule and chafi as though they were a riiarp lebufi. This 
leads to great economy in the technique of rewards and 
punishments, and the general Engl^ tendency to under- 
statement is merely a particular expression of society's 
subtle grading of psychological satisfactions and rebukes. 
But probably an improved technique of this t3q)e is ondy 
possible in a more or less static society, where sensitivity 
is impressed on the mind in early childhood, and is more 
or less implied in the whole social order. Here again we 
have an instance how various subtle qualities which are 
indispensable in a particular society are instilled by our 
immediate surroundings through the medium of personal 
contacts. 

After dealing with gratifications, which we may regard as 
lying half-way between violent coercion and absolute 
spontaneity, we must pass on to mere imitation, which is 
a kind of no man’s land between spontaneity and submission 
to brute force. Many things are done in society, not because 
of special gratifications or coercicm, but because people 
discover certain simple solutions and adopt them as a con- 
ditioned reflex or from imitation. “ It is dways done " and 
" it simply is not done ” are slogans, which help to pave the 
way for such solutions. Thelackofsodalmobilityagainmakes 
it possible to hand on most conventions by imitation witifi>ut 
giving them a second thought. If there is no variety of 
experience to show that in other countries or in other social 
dasses the same things can be done in a difiereut way, the 
same problems solv^ by other methods, much can be 
adiieved by riieer routine and inertia. So, too, in the 
economic sphere people will be satisfied with current con- 
ditions if there are no other possibilities with which to com- 
pare them. Thus Gide ri^Hy remarks in his ^tum from 
Ote U.S.SJR. that shoddy goods are accepted in Russia 
without a murmur. As long as my neighbour is no better 
off than I am, my mind is at rest, he adds. The necessity 
for adopting a system of coercion or reward instead of 
leaving the desired behaviour to tradition and imitation 
seems to depend on d^Bnite social conditions. Reward and 
punishment axe only necessary wh»i tradition is unequal 
to the tayk. Detailed obseiWtion and expeihnmt are 
needed on this point ; but in any case it is boxnning more 
and mme obvious that the various methods in use wfaidi 
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attempt to Ining about a definite type of bdxaviour cannot 
be interpreted in tbe abstract wfi^ut reference to ;tiie 
countries in which they are found. It seems to be ^t 
dyna^c society is corniced continuously to mtFo<mce 
new incentives and quahfications in order to break up. 
and to replace many of the habitualized patterns of traditi^. 
But this perpetual search for new interests makes life far 
more difficult, for people who only react to new pleasures 
are infinitely hardo: to control than those who are governed 
by routine. 

But a dynamic society must not merdy encourage its 
members to work for reward, it must also develop fredi 
initiative and spontaneity, especially in the ruling dite. 
Here we come to the next position in the scale of ted^ques 
Im influencing human behaviour directly. From the sodo- 
togical point of view it is remarkable that society can provide 
incentives to persuade people to use their ini^tive and to 
enjoy the experience. We all know the type of man who 
prefers to live quietly, has no spirit of adventure and does 
not like responsibility, and on the other hand the type 
uffio is only happy in a profession which gives scope for 
his initiative. But these differences in type are rooted not 
in physiology and heredity but to a large extent in 
eany conditioning. There is a whole series of methods for 
encouraging and discouraging initiative by education within 
the framework of immeffiate influence ; and the way in 
which the different societies handle the feelings of anxiety 
and security forms a significant background to their 
educational strategy. If a society sets out to govern mainly 
by coercion and nmtary command, the general feeling of 
anxiety is heightmied and intimidation b^mes me of its 
ptind^ techniques. It is impossible to deny that the 
traditional religions have made considerable use of this 
fear mongering and have done their best to create a feeling 
of guilt. On ^ other hand, if a society needs horoes and 
pioneers it will see that its citizens are educated so that 
nerther death nor the unforeseen holds any terrors for them. 
One of the principal feature of Islamic teaidungs is tiiat 
death has no horror in it. 

But we can go a stra further. At one end of a scale rangi^ 
from comiflete passivny to initiative there is the possibuity 
of training feu creative imagination-~en education udiich 
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not only aicoara|;es the desire to initiative but also quickens 
the imagination or at least ^ves rise to the necessary frame 
of mind. Here we must realbse what the creative &mty is. 
Among otha qualities it certainly implies a gift to curious 
and unexpect^ psychological associations, but this gift 
can be tabooed or welcomed by society. If a society values 
unconventional trains of thought it vriU set an sesthetic, 
moral, or scientific premium on them. We know ttot 
some primitive peoples only encourage their children to 
pla.y a few monotonous games and others encourage games 
wh^ cultivate imagination.^ 

It is once more obvious from these examples that applied 
techniques of influencing human behaviour by personal 
contact cannot be wholly understood if they are studied 
apart from their context. In order to understand the 
b^viour both of those who influence and those who are 
influenced it is sometimes sufficient merely to consider 
the tdationriiip between father and duld, teaser and pupil, 
actor and spectator. But as a role the process of conditicming 
and persuasion can only be fully ondastood if we glance at 
the wider social configurations. The ultimate source of 
this diangii^; behaviour is, in such cases, sodal control 
with a focus outside the personal relationship. This type 
of control originates in the last resort, not in ^e pason wto 
is actually exerting the influence but in a wider social con* 
text, and thus is acting flrom afar. For this reason we shall 
speak of indirect methods of influencing human behaviour. 

2. Indirect Methods of Influencing Human Bthamour 

We shall deal with this indirect influence in five sections. 

(a) Influencing behaviour in unorganized masses. 

(b) Influencing bdiaviour in concrete groups. 

(a) In communities by means of traditional institu- 
tions, customs, and so on. 

(P) In organized bodies by means of rationalized 
behaviour. 

(e) Influencing briiaviour by means of field-structures. 

(d) Influencing bdiaviour by varying situations. 

\e) Influencing behaviour by means of social m e ch anism s. 

* Cf. Mwd. M., Growme VO i» lf*w A CmpmeUv* SMfy </ 

AMMm BAnteOen, Loadon. ISSI, pag« S. 93 fi. 
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The last section was based upon the theory that as far as 
indirect methods of influencing human behaviour are con- 
cerned it is the objective context of social activities which 
ultimately conditions individual reactions, and not ^e 
immediately perceptible influence of the tutor, fatr^er, 
husband, wife, or neighbour. In many cases direct and 
indirect influences work hand in hand, but they often 
come into conflict. A young man’s competitive tendencies 
may be aroused by personal contacts, for instance, by living 
with a brother who constantly provokes them or with a 
family which sets the example. But if he becomes a trades- 
man, these tendencies are stabilized by the objective 
social pattern of the market-place and after some recon- 
struction they take their place in the objective context of 
society. Reconstruction consists in co-ordinating the 
psychological impulses — envy, self-assertion, the desire to 
excel — and turning them in a new direction so that they niay 
be used for an objective purpose which is of value to sodety. 
Whereas in rivalry these impulses serve a purely subjective 
purpose, that of annihilating his fellow-man, in competition 
they lead to objective achievement. 

But once this reconstruction is accomplished the individual 
can no longer be explained in terms of his immediate 
sufloundings, but only in terms of the objective social task 
which the competitive mechanism is designed to fulfil. From 
this time onwards his reactions are determined by the social 
background of the market-place rather than by his own 
character. His competitive attitude tends to become 
automatic and to emerge from the fluctuating private motives 
in which it was steeped. It becomes incorporated in the 
business aspect of his life. From then on the boy’s action must 
be interpreted in the light of his competitive environment 
rather than that of his subjective unconscious, or of the 
demands and stimulation of his immediate surroundings. 
These do not entirely disappear, but his life has many 
different facets and the professional side of it is apt to 
become relatively independent. To turn to an example 
perhaps different in nature but which conveys the same 
principle : The choir-boy sii^^s a part whidi is meanii^less 
in itself, but which can understood if one hears the whole 
dioir sit^^ing together. Most human activities which develop 
in the context of division of labour are of that nature. 
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Their meaning does not become clear if one focuses attention 
upon the subjective aspects of personal motives, but oidy if 
they are seen in the objective context of collective purpose. 
As an example, the objective meaning of barter is only 
apparent to ^e man who sees how it involuntarily regulates 
the* whole division of labour. Subjectively everyone is 
merely working for his own advantage. The subjective 
desire for profit is aroused by the whole fabric of barter and 
competition but does not in itself contain the meaning of the 
entire process. From the point of view of society barto* and 
competition are devices which work as objective controls 
and constantly compel people to behave as they think fit. 

How many of these social contrivances are there ? 

There are a great many social controls, but we will not 
describe them in detafi, only try to work out the 
fundamental principle by which iliey can be classified. 
The simplest and most easily recognizable social units 
which act as visible controls are the groups. These are 
very numerous and need not be specified, since they are weU 
known in the form in which we meet them in every day life. 
They include every concrete group from the family to 
the state, from the dub to the joint stock company. They 
have their own controls which vary with the purpose and 
function of the group. Apart from these well-defined gnAips 
there are, on the one hand, the unintegrated and unorganiz^ 
casual masses and crowds, which are governed by special 
psychological rules. On the other hand, there are functional 
units, configurations of activity, which cut across the 
contours of concrete groups and crowds. In their context we 
shall discuss in full detail the situations, field-structures, and 
social mechanisms. From the point of view of plaimed sodety 
these controls gradually become far more important than 
the concrete social groups which have so often been described, 
and which can only remain the centre of activity as long as 
a slowly devdoping sodety attempts to invest them with all 
its powers of control. As soon as sodety has outgrown them 
they cease to become political. That means sodety no 
longer uses them as the most relevant fod of social influence. 
Just as the tribe once undermined the family as a political 
agency and the state in its turn undermined the tribe, so 
the concrete groups tend to be superseded by the functional 
social units, and the more abstract social configurations 
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became the real agencies of control. We shall pay special 
attention to these functional units as instances of contzpl, 
partly because they have never been adequately investigalled 
from these angles before, and partly b^use mass socieW 
seems to show an increasing tendency to reoiganize its€|f 
through them. But we must begin with those forms 
social conglomerations such as casual masses and crowds, 
which have not yet been integrated into concrete groups. 

(a) Influencing Behaviour in Unorganized Masses 

From the standpoint of the social conditioning of human 
behaviour the crowd or mass is an extreme case. In a normal 
society it represents a transitional stage between two forms 
of group integration. In revolutionary times when the older 
types of group have been destroyed, the individual often 
finds that his behaviour is prescribed, not by the internal 
organization of the group, but by human beings in the mass. 
A crowd has as yet no social aim or function, so that the 
conduct of the individual cannot be determined by his 
function in it or regulated by the mutual control of its mem- 
bers, for these members have not yet entered into personal 
relationships. The effect of the crowd on the individual is 
purely contagious ; it does not subordinate his impulses to 
fun(!tional tasks. This particular type of crowd behaviour 
has been justly described as uncontrolled. The reason why 
we behave as we do in a crowd is that the inhibitions con- 
nected with our family, our neighbours, our work, are cast 
aside ; and in the anonymity of the mass, sober citizens 
throw stones and scared employees fire on the police. 

Most of the erroneous descriptions of mass l^aviour are 
due to the fact that to the sociologically untrained tyt all 
masses are alike. We have seen in previous parts of the book 
that only an unorganized mass gives any evidence of crowd 
behaviour, and that every specific form of socially organized 
activity has its own pisculiar effect on human conduct. It is 
not only the number of people involved — or at least not 
primarily— which reacts upon the individual in various 
ways, but the purpose which guides their activities and the 
intmial organization which goes with it. Here it is sufficient 
to mention the crowd as an extreme case of a group : a 
horde of men whose activities are still unorganized and have 
not aoiuired any particular function. 



CLASSIFICATION OF SOCIAL CONTROLS 289 

I ^lall not analyse the significance of mass behaviour in 
any detail here, for it has beoi described more carefully 
in Part III. Nor shall I go into the suggestion that the 
function of the crowd as a transient social entity is to break 
down the older forms of behaviour in order to combine them 
in a different pattern. We must now turn to the social control 
exercised by the group as opposed to the crowd 

{b) Influencitig Behaviour through Concrete Groups 

By concrete groups we mean those social units whose 
contours are clearly defined in space and time. There is 
usually no doubt as to their existence ; their names, 
functions, and members are known. The family, the clan, 
the club are concrete enough, compared with the vague and 
indefinite public which listens to a wireless programme or 
forms part of a movement in literature, rdigion, or art, 
united only in its interest in new ideas or in its slavery to 
fashion. like situations, field structures and mechanisms, 
these fluctuating publics form social units, but they are 
still too shapeless and indistinct to be assigned to any 
fixed location in society or to have any definite contours. 

Concrete groups are usually divided into two classes: 
communities and associations.^ The first class, which, in~ 
eludes the family, the tribe, the village community, is in 
many respects l&e a living organism. These groups have 
never been planned, and they embrace every aspect of their 
members' lives. Membership is a matter of birth and not of 
deliberate choice. 

Associations on the other hand such as a bureaucracy or 
a joint stock company, are consciously organized with some 
definite, rational purpose in view. They do not embrace 
every aspect of their members’ lives, and one can join 
them or leave them at will. 

(a) Through Communities by means of Traditional Institutions 

The community is usually dominated by some special 
form of control and is governed by unwritten laws such as 
custmns, habits, and conventions. R^^ts and prohibitions 
exert considerable pressure although there are no dtected 

* Maclver, {t M., SeetUy: « T»Ubo^ 0 / SocMw, New York, IMS, 
Cl also P. TOiaies, vnd Gektttehefi (Leipeig; 1877). 
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officials with the power of sanction. Standards are maintained 
by what one might call mutual control. It very often depends 
on the situation who is likely to act as the representative 
of the conubunity and insist that the rules must be obeyed. 
To give an example ; A young man wants to marry ; hehbs 
to support his old mother and cannot afford to support d 
wife as well. A sister, an aunt, or a neighbotfr will express^ 
the public opinion on the subject. In psychological terms, 
this means that anyone can represent the super-ego and 
become the exponent of the group. 

This does not cease to be true in spite of the fact that there 
is a definite traditional hierarchy of prestige among the 
members of these groups. On the other hand in an associa- 
tion there are statutes, regulations, and an administrative 
staff to see that the rules are kept — ^rules which in no way 
affect the ordinary life of the members outside the group. 
The prescribed pattern of behaviour varies widely with the 
type of community and association involved. 

Qtnununities and associations produce different types of 
collective behaviour, and this variation roughly corresponds 
to the distinction between institutional and rational 
responses. 

It is merely for the purpose of definition that I shall 
de^biibe as " institutions ", or as " institutional ”, those 
patterns of co-ordinated activity which are the product of 
unconscious tradition, and shall describe as " rational " 
those co-ordinated social activities which are consciously 
directed to some definite end and are more or less strictly 
adapted to that end. Institutions, apart from their function, 
eml^y certain sjonbolic and intuitive values. These values 
appeal to elements in the human mind which remain 
untouched by abstract reasoning and can only be brought 
into play by a direct appeal to the unconscious. Rituals 
and ceremonies, such as those practised at initiations, 
weddings, ordeals, or coronations, are subject to this 
pattern. They originally developed from casual activities, 
Irom findings in the process of trial and error, and became 
habitual in static societies where customs change slowly. It 
is rightly assumed by some thinkers that an institution is 
never a simple, direct answer to a social need. It is rooted 
in the past, and can never be fully understood without 
reference to its histmy. 
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In contrast to this traditional form of collective adjust- 
ment, rationalized collective behaviour begins by abolishing 
the traditional s}unbolic elements in favour of those which are 
essential to the function of the body concerned, judged 
exclusively by the needs of the present situation. 

These traditional institutions, taken collectively, constitute 
the pi:evailing customs, folkways as W. G. Sumner ^ called 
them, of a society. It is an extremely di£Bicult question 
whether a planned society should refrain from changing the 
customs which regulate the life of the community. It is 
unwise to make too vigorous an attack upon them, for they 
are deeply rooted in the habits and emotions of the people, 
who often react more fiercely when these habits are dis- 
turbed than when material goods are taken from them.* 
Another fact tells heavily against the destruction of 
traditional attitudes and institutions, as retained in 
customs and religion. Under normal conditions it is ex- 
ceedingly hard to replace them overnight by other values, 
for it is they which keep human conduct within bounds. 
Their destruction creates a gap in the social structure and 
in the individual’s system of behaviour, and modem mass 
propaganda pours into the breach. 

On the other hand, we must remember that it is usually 
not the planner who destroys them ; industrial sodlety 
itself has really dissolved the substance of these customs 
long ago in most spheres of life, and that is why it is so easy 
for propaganda to instil new values by mass methods. 
Even after taking every precaution that this living tissue 
demands, one cannot help saying that it is unwise to be 
wholly deterred from changing this system of habits, however 
ingrained it may be, because we often cannot reconstruct 
the soda! order without changing human beings and their 
conventions. We must not attempt to deny that these 
traditional practices in education, in the family, in the 
nursery, in the old-fashioned school, are frequently fuU of 

> Suamer, W. G., Folkways, a Study of tbs Sad<dogical Importance 
of Usages, Maanecs, Customs, Mores, and M«nals, Boston, 1907. 

* Iliis need not surprise us after what we have already smd, for we 
have seen that as as material goods axe ccmcecned, the standaxd of 
living is laigeb' a conventitwal conception. Once the most el eme n t a r y 
needs have DM met, the loss of mateiiaf possessions (mly creates uneapectM 
agitation because pecple can no longer live according to. their t r a dition al 
habits. 
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superstitions and create distorted minds. If we do not 
diange these things organized reform is hopeless. 

The sdution wul probably be the invention of a kind of 
strata whidr more exactly defines the stages in which 
reform has to be carried out. First of aU it must distinguishu, 
between the harmful elements, which should be abol^ed,i\ 
and those which still help to bind people together and have’' 
power to influence the course of events. If we uproot them, 
we are only replacing living forms by the highly artificial 
values hammered in by dictatorship and mass decree. After 
the experiences of the last decade, tire intellectuals of to-day 
should see more and more clearly that the war waged by 
mili^tenment in reason’s name against conventions and 
traditional institutions must in part be lost. It is right that 
it should go on where traditional methods prove to be clumsy 
and could well be replaced by a more rational form of control, 
supposu^; that the problem is simple and unambiguous. 
On the other hand, this war on tradition led to hopeless 
impoverishment, where the new social forces were not in a 
position to replace the old folkwa3rs by new ones. Apparently 
the new patterns of behaviotu: can only be created at an 
especially slow tempo and require a genuine imagination 
which is almost opposed to caloilated thought. 

‘Hie symbolic elements in folk-lore have their own peculiar 
appeal — an appeal to the unconscious elements of the min d. 
For reasons which psychology has not yet adequately 
exjdained, the modem consciousness has rarely succeeded 
in stirring the depths of the tmconsdous by means of new 
and authentic symbols. This may well be the reason why the 
Catholic Church usually took over the heathen cults and 
incmrporated them in its system, giving them at most a new 
interpretation. It felt itsdf powerless to oppose the genuine 
primeval archetypes of tribal times. This far-»ghted 
pdi^ has shown os how to bring about a Renaissance in 
this fidd without entirely destroying the older system of 
archetyp^, customs, and tradition^ institutions. Tte dbarm 
of the or^[inal pattern can oftenbepreserved by givinganew 
meaning to former institutions and absorbing &em in the 
new way of life. This is especially true of those traditions 
whidi are still of value to a society after it has readied a 
new stage. Appl3dng this to our central poblem, that of 
devising a pkmned society which will be democratic and 
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constitutional, the Anglo-Saxon countries riiould not try 
to shatter their traditions which have kept t^ texture of 
social relationriiips almost unbroken from the ancient com- 
mon law until the [oesent time, only to replace them by an 
authoritarian pattern. Thqr form a traditional heritage 
which is easier to destroy than to rebuild, should it once 
again be needed. 

{b) Through Organized Bodies by means of Rationalized 
Behcmimr 

Associations are, as we saw, concrete groups with ascer- 
tainable contours, and are composed of members who have 
come together for certain rational ends. They are informed 
by a spirit which leads to the rational regulation of behaviour, ’ 
for the necessary action is determined solely by their central 
aims. In extreme cases, this behaviour is completely 
organized and association develops into organization. Thus 
it is laiigely a matter of degree whether we speak of associa- 
tions or organizations ; it depends on the amount of 
rationalization applied. 

If an institution is governed by formal statutes and 
regulations and maintains an administrative staff to see that 
these rules are kept, and yet leaves room for a variety cd 
dedsioBS, a number of different views as to the wisdom of a 
given policy, we shall speak of rationalized but not of 
rationally organized behaviour. The procedure at a club 
or at a business meeting is of this kind. 

But if regulation goes farther, if the bdiaviour of the 
individuals who take part in t^ co-ordinated action is 
carefully calculated and completdy predetermined, and its 
effectiveness can be appraised in more or less quantitative 
terms, we shall speak of rationalized and organized behaviour. 
Our group has devebi^ into an organization. In all 
probability, there is a high correlation between the growth 
of population and the growth of technology, the greater 
numb^ of tasks to be dealt with by organization and the 
necessity of standardizing an increasing numbo: of activities. 
Owing to the rapid development of these systems of strongly 
correlated activities, they should be considered in a separate 
category, i^rmies and tectories are usually goverjttd% this 
type of organization. Not only thdr basic laocednre but 
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their ultimate aims, and the means used to attain them, have 
been calculated in advance and are in this sense organized. 

Administration is the most important example of the 
modem phenomenon of organization, and we shall confine I 
ourselves to analysing it, for it clearly illustrates the ' 
scope of the new problems in this and allied fields. Adminis- 
tration cannot be created at random, it implies a pre-defined 
aim. In social affairs, this means that administration can 
onl^ be set up where activities are no longer political. By 
political activities we usually mean the kind of group 
action that is fighting for ultimate opinions and values. 
Administration does not fight and does not determine aims 
but is merely a means for canying them out. 

If we consider the politics of action, of taxation, of trade, 
we mean by " action " the struggle between the rival groups 
and authorities which determines the trend of development. 
Those who control policy — ^the inner groups or the ^lite — 
find themselves directing organization. If both ends and 
means have for a time been determined in advance, the 
conflict over ultimate aims naturally ceases, and the measures 
which must be adopted to secure these aims can be regulated 
by hard and fast rules. An administrative staff can be 
created to cany out decisions, and we shall call their 
deptlTtment the administrative province of group action. 
Thk has a very different nature from the political department 
at the head of the group which determines its external policy 
towards other groups. At bottom, every little group, family, 
and party has this political aspect for it has its own tactics, 
activities, values, and policy, requiring foresight, decision, 
and a calculation of rislte. 

In modem society as social techniques become more 
intricate, little tmits once in conflict are merged into larger 
groups both in the sphere of economics and of power. Thus 
they acquire a common leader and a common policy, and 
the non-political, administrative sphere of action wlflch 
form an enclave becomes more and more extmsive. 
Owing to the dual nature (^litical and administrative) of 
social activities, we must train two types of men. One most 
be capable of directing policy and most have political 
initiative in the wider sense of the term : the other must 
be able to carry out this policy exactly with unquestionable 
efiBciency. These qualities were often united in (me man ; 
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they were to be found in government officials and in the 
mangos of the smaller business units, but the growth of 
administration tends to separate them. 

This example clearly shows once more that the creation 
of the social types whidbt are to prevail in a given society 
largely depends on the nature of the groups and spheres of 
action in which they have to work. As the gulf between 
legislative and executive action widens, the older type of 
man who was able both to frame a policy and to carry it 
out will become scarcer, and will make room for the few 
who have initiative and the many who are capable only of 
executive action. 

Organization and administration ^ are typically modem 
forms of social control. They have been investigated with 
such care that it is .possible to direct their operations from 
key positions in the state. It is extremely important that the 
pubhc at large should be familiar with the modem conception 
of bureaucracy. Here too a genuine sociological investigation 
into the new possibilities is the first step towards a sotmd 
policy. 

(c) Influencing Behaviour by means of Field Structures. 

There are social controls which are based on the inter- 
dependence of human action without being centred in Con- 
crete groups, communities, or associations. This means that 
our actions can be controlled by the actions of others, even 
though they may not be members of a definite group. 

The sociological category through which this control 
operates can ^ called a field stmcture ; it lies somewhere 
between concrete oi^anic groups and huge organizations.* 

If a man’s behaviour is conditioned by his local group and 
he assimilates its customs and convictions, we recognize 
the influence of this group immediately. We see how the 
individual and his habits are stamped with an institutional 

^ Cf. in the Bibliogiaphy, III 

* K. I^ewin introduced the conception of the field into p 83 rchology from 
physica. J. F. Brown has recently made use of it in sociology but our 
approach is rather difierent from his, in so fu as we discuss the phenomena 
in relation to the system of social controls. It is only in this context, I 
think, that its meaning becomes apparent. Cf. Lewin, K., ** Field Theory 
and Experiment in Social Psychology : Concept and Methods,*' Anm. 
Joum, cf SodoL, vol. 44. 19% Brown, J. F., PtyeMogy and ih$ Social 
Order, New York, 1936. 
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pattern, which corresponds to the impressions pouring in 
from his immediate surroundings. We can also see what 
happens when, instead of the traditional, flexible imprint 
of the institution, he is exposed to the mechanized patterns 
of organization. In other words, we see how a man can 
conditioned in one way by the influx of local customs and^ 
mores, and in another by his activities in an administrative! \ 
bureau, whether it be owned by the state or by a private 
firm. But obviously, there are certain human qualities 
which do not correspond to these influences as the following 
example will show. 

When the trader and later the merchant developed with- 
in the towns of the late Middle Ages, with their purely 
regional interests, it was found that the outlook of these 
men differed in some ways from the traditional outlook of 
the local community. From the outset the merchant repre- 
sented a peculiar social type. The more he depended on his 
international relationships, the clearer it became that he was 
not a citizen of his community like other people. While most 
of his fellow-citizens were stamped by the personal influences 
of the conununity, he was only partially affected by them, 
and the greater part of his reactions were responses to the 
field-structure wMch we call the world of commerce. This 
is a* unique phenomenon, a peculiar network of inter- 
dependent activities, which even in the late Middle Ages 
embraced the commercial centres of the contemporary world. 
Competition and the interdependence of markets were 
important, but were still only isolated factors. (In so far as 
they were units in themselves we shall deal with them 
separateljr under the heading of Social Mechanisms.) Com- 
merce bmng a field structure is greater than the sum 
of these mechanisms. New trade, economic exchange, 
transport, commercial travelling, correspondence, book- 
keeping, and speculation formed a sector of coherent activities 
and of new fomrs of behaviour cutting clean across the world 
of concrete groups. In order to describe this world, which 
as we have seen does not express itself as a concrete group 
either in terms of a community or of an association, we 
must draw on the conception known to physics as the 
magnetic field. 

We speak of the influence of a field structure on the 
diaracter of an individual, if we caimot explain his behaviour 
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by group institutions or by the mechanical patterns of 
organization, but only by a more or less free adjustment to 
the pressure of segmental influences.^ The pressure prevailing 
in the field is conveyed by the interdependent activities of 
individuals which very often cut across a given society as 
a whole. 

Whenever society instead of expanding in concentric 
circles, develops new spheres of action which traverse the 
boundaries of the concrete groups, we speak of a field 
structure. Where fresh markets must be won after economic 
or politiosd conquest overseas, whoe new industries create 
fre^ trade at home, or propaganda is needed to persuade 
people to take up unfamiliar work, the predetermined 
patterns adopted % the concrete groups are apt to break 
down. Whenever conflict and competition are in full swing, 
and individuals have to make their own adjustments, when* 
ever it is impossible to foresee the trend of events, the laws 
which govern the magnetic waves of the field structure have 
more ^ect on human nature than established custom or 
rational oiganization. 

Under the segmental influences of these field structures, 
new diaracter traits of the economic man developed 
which differed from the ideals of his organic community.* 

The question arises whether social control is possibte in 
spheres where conflict and competition are the usual forms 
of adjustment. Even here regulation is possible, for conflict 
and competition on a large scale do not lead to chaos but 
unite in a process of d3mamic equilibrium. If one wishes to 
interfere in these Adds without doing violence to the 
spontaneity of events, a specific kind of regulation is 
necessary. Regulations which are adapted to the nature of 
the fidd struct^ intervene only at certain points in the 
course of events. They do not determine the line of action 
in advance as in custom or administration. 

^ Wa understand by segmental those influences which do not affect 
the whole personality, but only certain classes of responses in the indivi- 
dual which fall under the influence of the fidd structures. The latta, 
as the text will show, traverse society like a magnetic ray emanating 
from a distant focus. 

• Cf* Bientano, W., D$r WifUchafknde Mettsch in dsr GeschichU, 
Leipxig, 1923 ; Sombart, W., D»r BaurgitfU, Zur t?® 

modemen Wirtadiaftsmenschen. Miinchen, Inipsig, 1920. Mannteim. K., 
** Vber das Wesen und die Bedeutu^ des wirtsdbaraicben Brfolgsstrebens, 
ArchivfOr SoMtalwisHiwh^, voi 1930, 
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It is to Lippmann's ^ credit that he realized how law can 
sometimes take this form. It was he who showed that the 
difference between legal regulation and administrative 
r^;ulation is that administration prescribes in advance what 
must be done and creates a stancUird pattern, while law 
lets the parties act freely and decide when to ask the judge 
to strai^ten out a difficult situation. But Lippmann failed 
to see that it does not rest with us whether we let certain 
actions take their course and submit them only afterwards 
to legal procedure or surrender them from the very beginn^ 
to adbrainistrative control ; because law can only be applied 
in terms of retrospective regulation as long as relatively 
independent small units are competing for the conquest 
of a new province of social life. As soon as these 
units grow in size, economic and social techniques, 
strengthened by the concentration of power in a few hands, 
transform the free field-structure into a monopolistic and 
organized one with a leader or a small band of leaders at 
its head. Policy is now fixed and in more and more fields 
Only administrative regulations are in force. 

Thus we shall only speak of a field-structure as long as the 
waning social atoms are regulated by social and natural 
laws, such as conflict and competition. Their activities are 
then*co-ordinated by spontaneous adjustment and the flaws 
in the system take effect in a series of waves, like slumps in 
the trade cycle. This interplay of forces does not prevent the 
game being played according to certain rules, such as 
property laws or the laws of contract, but usually these 
define only the framework of the system and not the 
individual moves in the game. As soon as power and 
initiative are concentrated in a few hands, we should prefer 
to speak of a completely organized sphere rather than a 
field-structure. 

Omr mind, trained only to see the crude alternative be- 
tween complete freedom {laisseg-faire) and traditional and 
rational regulation, has sddom become aware of the controls 
governing the field-structure. These controls are a com- 
mnation of spontaneous adjustment of the social atoms 
and the deliberate adaptation of the roles of the game by 
a central authority. A plaimed society might succeed in 
incorporating in its structure fields where competition and 
^ liftman. W., Tl« Com! Loodon, 1938. p. 8160. 
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spontaneous adjustment could prevail, while the final con- 
trols could he exercised from strategic points within these 
fields. The central authority would only make its influence 
felt when it was forced to modify the rules of the game 
in order to prevent results which might be injurious to 
society or to the central plan democratically agreed upon. 
Such a solution would stimulate the creative impulses of 
acting individuals without leaving every social activity in 
a state of chaos. 

(d) Influencing Behaviour by means of Situations. 

Another social pattern which has a decisive influence 
upon men’s lives and forms a hidden mainspring of their 
actions, is the situation. By a situation, I understand a 
unique configi^tion formed in the process of interaction 
between certain people. Although the participants in the 
situation need not necessarily have any common purpose 
explicitly in mind, their activities must be related to some 
common theme which defines the nature of their efforts. 
The term “the pressure of the situation" hints at the 
fact that unique configurations in the process of interaction 
may be such as to act as a control on our behaviour. We 
can be compelled to act in a given way through explicit taboos 
and commands ; but also without the latter, solely through 
the pressure of the situation. Situations do not emerge 
out of the vacuum, but are rather cross-currents in a stream 
of events, in a process which is governed by certain social 
forces. In the correlated activities of a group of 
enterprising friends, thousands of situations emerge out 
of the tensions, rivalries, emotional ties involved, and if 
only a few seem to be conspicuous, it is because these 
situations throw more light upon the dynamic trends which 
govern the common action, or because they change the course 
of events. Although situations are not independent but are, 
so to say, the by-products of this process, they have a 
controlling power of their own. If one is involved in a 
situation one is not entirely free ; the combination of 
forces represented both by the material and moral factors 
at stake and by the wills of the other persons concerned, 
acts as a brake upon the individual. As I have already 
pointed out, situations can be classified according to the 
tendencies which make them conspicuous. 
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First there are the catastrophic situations, whidi.are 
unusually vivid. They express the failure ef a relationship 
which can no longer be continued owing to the impossib^ty 
of adjusting the factors involved. Thus a hopdess ipve 
afEair may end in suicide or a business enterprise may^^go 
bankrupt. Both these situations affect the lives of a number 
of people and bring many different factors, material and 
moral, into play. Then there are rebellious situations in 
which one partner tries to alter the balance of power after 
the tension has become unbearable. If a child breaks away 
from his family in adolescence because his parents fail to 
realize that he must now be given mote freedom we are 
dealing with a rebellious situation. 

Although situations do not, as a rule, become conspicuous 
unless they reflect a conflict of forces, harmonious situations 
and those which bring about a readjustment by establidiing 
a new equilibrium on a higher plane should not be over- 
looked. The celebration of a happy marriage or a close 
friendship by an exchange of presents or by joint festivities 
symbolizW the equilibrium attained in the relationship. 
In sudi cases, one situation is deliberatdy chosen out of 
many, for the sake of emphasis, to represent the happiness 
achieved through adjustment. Situations of readjustment 
are Inched when after continual conflict both the spiritual 
and the material factors which have not yet been adapted 
become clearly visible, and can be rearranged so as to meet 
the needs of the case. Plant,* in his new book, is right in 
choosing catastrophic situations — " the casual break-down ” 
as the best means of diagnosing the social forces in play. 
This is the first step from purely descriptive field-work 
under artificially static conditions to dynamic penetration 
into rile life of the group. If the child in our example 
^er breaking away from his family succeeds in estab- 
lishing his status as an adolescent, or if the bankrupt 
merchant succeeds in making his creditors agree to a fre^ 
fin an c ial arrangement, a situation of readjustment has 
arisoi. 

Sitoatitms are of spedal interest to us, because like fidd- 
structures and mechanisms (which will be discussed later), 
they represent controls which diff^ from those of the concrete 
groups, yet influence the individual. The field structure was 

* Plaat, J. S.. PtmnMy and CuUunl Pattmm. Vtm Yodc, 1097 
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important, because the magnetic waves of influence and the 
key points of control from which they are governed extend 
beyond the boundaries of the concrete groups and are, 
so to say, independent of them. These waves, radiating 
through the group, influence the individual while evading 
the normal controls at work in his surroundings. Situa- 
tions also evade the control of the concrete groups, but 
for entirely different reasons. They achieve a certain 
autonomy, not because they are more comprdliensive than 
the concrete groups but sometimes predsdy because they 
are more microscopic. Thanks to their uniqueness and their 
infinite variety they can more easily escape the vigilance of 
centralused group control. They owe their relative 
independence to the difficulty of penetrating into the life of 
socud atoms. Although their movements and diai^;es are 
also guided by general forces, their unforeseen combinations 
progress in a creative evolution, constantly producing some- 
thing entirely new. Thus genuine situations combine to 
produce independent controls which escape the standardized 
forms of guidance. 

These new controls are more diffuse than those which 
emanate from the concrete groups, but it is to this diffuseness 
that they owe their independence. Although rituations are 
in their very nature d3mamic and unique, as soon as 4hey 
become socialized— that is to say, built into the framework 
of society — ^they tend to become standardized to a certain 
extent. Thus we must distinguirii between what is called 
patterned and unpattemed rituations. 

Unpattemed situations can best be studied where pioneers 
are breaking new ground, and unforeseen situations occur 
for which no establ^ed patterns exist. Under the guidaxice 
of a leader, new forms of adjustment must be found. This 
is what happens on a smaller scale after revolution or war, 
when the dd institutions break down and unprecedented 
situations constantly arise. But once a new order has been 
estabU^ed around the new situations there will be a tendency 
to harmonize thmn with the more familiar situations. Society 
caimot, in the long run, tolerate the unpredictable, and is 
rarely willing to do justice to the variabmty of life. It will 
smooth the irre^^nlarity of these situations by sorting them 
into patterns whidi impose some degree of conformity. Tl^ 
yie get the {ffieiunnena of patterned situations. The social 



303 PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

process is continually moving between two extremes: 
producing situations which are controls in themselv^ or 
controlling them from the outside. 1 

When society tries to limit the variability of situations, 
it uses every means in its power. First it makes us^ of 
practical methods to ensure that its economic and political 
foundations are as firm as possible. By storing food, by 
building dykes, by accumulating capital it helps to remove 
economic insecurity. By recruiting armies and police forces 
it attempts to stabilize the political order. By drafting rules 
and securing uniform behaviour it limits the possible number 
of situations in advance. In addition, there is the intellectual 
method of concealing the variability of situations. By forcing 
the situation into a recognized category, society can refuse 
to admit its novelty at the cost of ignoring its uniqueness. 
In Ibsen’s play, Nora's husband refuses for as long as 
possible to admit that his wife’s problems cannot be inter- 
preted as those of the old-fiishioned marriage and the old- 
fashioned housewife. Here he has the traditional forces of 
society behind him. 

Society is, up to a point, compelled to act in this way, for 
it is obvious that it is only these partly real and estabushed 
resemblances, however artMcially produced and intellectually 
over^emphasized, that give people a chance of dealing with 
their difficulties. If they were constantly faced with new 
problems, and a full realization of their novelty, they wotild 
simply be bewildered. 

We have to pay careful attention to these elements in our 
social life, as our task is to detect as many dynamic controls 
as possible, that is to say, controls which can do justice to the 
change and individuality of society. The question which 
puzzles us is : " How has society dealt with these new 
situations up till now ? Has it left them entirely alone ? ” 

On closer examination we come to the astonishing con- 
clusion that society has generally succeeded in estabSshing 
automatic devices, which, however unconsdoudy, have acted 
as social controls on situations. The vital and unadjusted 
fences at work in a social situation frequently assume the 
form of conflict. The management of conflicts therefore is a 
speiM method of controlling situations. There are pro- 
fessions whose principal task is to study the techni<ioe of 
adjusting conflicts. The judge and even imne the arbitrator 
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can be described as the typical peace-makers within the 
nation,^ while the diplomat tries to smooth away friction 
between the nations. 

The technique of managing conflicts very often consists in 
^verting tension from the channel in which it originally 
occurs. Many unadjusted emotional forces find satisfaction 
if they are given an outlet in another field. Duels and ordeals 
proved to be useful because they led to a solution in which 
the fervour aroused by resentment and the thirst for revenge 
found its catharsis. Even disputes in Parliament and in the 
courts of law provide a vocal outlet for the feelings of dissatis- 
faction which are bound to develop in a given situation. 
Very often a judge settles a border-line case, in which both 
p^ies claim to be in the right, simply by redefining the 
situation in terms of general principles of law. In such 
cases he may not satisfy matei^ wants, but readjustment 
will consist solely in removing intellectual uncertainty. 
Social workers ol^rve that many ^mily conflicts occur 
because in modem society the age of adolescence is not as 
clearly determined as among primitive tribes, where the 
fact of growth is publicly acknowledged by initiation cere- 
monies.* If this d3mamic change is left undefined, as in our 
society, both parents and children will try to define it in their 
own interests. • 

These methods of removing conflicts which we have 
described so far, have dealt only with the psychological 
side of readjustment. They seem rather unsatisfactory 
because they do not touch the deeper forces responsible for 
the growth of conflict. Although they are very often less 
significant than the controls which try to readjust the basic 
material factors they should not lightly be dimussed. Much 
of our maladjustment is psychological, and we ought to be 
able to cope with psychological problems as well as social 
ones. Any careful analysis of the legal adjustment of 
conflict will show that it frequently deals with its problems 
on the piano of psychological readjustment. Only too often 
the judge acts like a conjurer, using the power and authority 
of the state to squeeze all changes into the framework of 

* C<. Friedrich, C. G., ConsHMitutal GovemmttU tmi PotiHa, Mew York 
tad Loadon. 1937. oaxt i. chaps, 5 tad 7. 

■ Foeter, R. G., “ Sociology Reeeerch in Addesoeace,” Ammetm 
Joum. (/ Seaolety, IMS. 
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existing regulation and to define them in terms of establ^ed 
categories of offences, ignoring the novelty of the <ases 
for as long as possible. But a promising new trend is Wow 
devdoping. \ 

In many spheres where order was secured in the past at^e 
cost of doii^ violence to reality, more realistic experiments 
are now being made. Conciliation Committees and Cou![^ 
of Arbitration represent the new teduiiqne of dealing with 
dynamic situations. Pigou among others drew attention to 
their significance.^ These bodies, with thdr greater know- 
ledge of the social foundations of the evils they were 
established to remove, are tr3nng to find solutions which 
do more than cure the symptoms. One of the most 
interesting experiments of thu l^d in the field of sociology 
proper was the Chicago Conunission’s report on negro 
riots.* After the outbreak of these riots, a ^nunittee was 
set up in order that it might use its sociological knowledge 
to di^ver the causes, both small and great, which were 
responsible for the disturbances. Even if one realizes the 
limitations of the report, it provides some indication how 
collective maladjustment could one day be treated by 
arbitration based on scientific knowledge. As compared wim 
scientific reconstruction and sociological readjustment 
of these conflicts, the prevailing legal procedures seem to be in 
many respects still on the plane of magic. Instead of coring 
the causes of the evil, they give an abusive name to 
bdiaviour which in itself is consistent. It has been rightly 
said that very often society is the patient, and what we 
usually call punishable or pathologic^ reaction, when more 
closely observed, proves to be the healthy reaction of a 
healthy organism to an unhealthy social situation. 

As to the special case we have been discussing, i.e. situa- 
tions acting as controls, it is essential to realize that not only 
the concentration of power but also its diffusion is yitid to 
society. The value of diffused power is tWit it helps to keep 
the authorities in touch with the life of social units and to do 
justice to the changing factors involved in concrete situations. 
A centralized power once its sovereignty is assured, should 
immediately delegate many of its functions to local and 

^ Figon« A. C., Economics in PracHcs, London, 1095, p. 117. 

* QucagoOnnmMononiUce TksNsgro in Chicagoan Study 

of lUco Eblatioiis and a Race Riot, Chicago, 1022. 
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I^fessional bodies whose arbitration should con^, not 
<«ily in the customary subsumption of new cases undo: old 
laws, but in the immediate expression of the actual needs of 
society as they are clearly reflected in individual conflicts. 
They should continuously report to the central lawgiving 
authority the way in which the statutes work in any concrete 
setting and what the creative tendencies in me livii^ 
mate^ are. 

The agnificance of distant controls as opposed to those 
vested in concrete situations and groups is equally striking 
in the educational field. The essential changes in the 
methods of modem education spring from the discovery 
that the vital clue to the moulding of character and the 
integration of personality lies in the mastery of the 
situation by the pupil. Only authoritarian teaching tries 
to develop isolated qualities, attitudes, and habits, and 
to instil ready-made knowledge so that the citizen may 
become ever more ready to respond to centralized command. 
Any education which aims at producing citizens who will 
be capable of independent judgment and spontaneous 
co-operation will train its pupils to respond to situations. 
The situation is the simplest context in whidi the diild can 
be taught to use his own jur^iment and thus to face the 
elementary conflicts of everyday life. * 

There are professions wMdi train the mind to think in 
terms of situations. Any good judge or social worker will 
naturally be indined to tlunk of society as composed of a 
variety of characteristic situations. Ilie disadvantage of 
such an outlook — should it become general— is that it will 
never arrive at the more comprehensive pmci|>les under- 
lying the working of society, or learn to think in terms of 
prindpia media or of the social structure as a whole. The 
revolutionary who is anxious to drange sodety overnight 
will be only too apt to focus his attention sbldy on the broader 
ininciples and to lay too great a stress m the total social 
structure, the field stractures, and the cmtralized controls in 
concrete groups. In my oiHnion,ndther of these approaches 
is satisfactory if it becomes exclusive, arid only a judicious 
ccnnbinatkm of the two is likely to do justice to society. 

The danger of an over-otgani:^ sodety with too great a 
weakness for centralized regulation is that it will lead to the 
abdition of the battle zones and to the absence of any 
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situations in whidb the i»ocess oi life could develop.| But 
just as modern education makes ddiberate use of fdtumed 
situations in its training (for what is an experimental ^ool 
but a bundle of plann^ situations ?) so a planned s^ety 
must be careful to retain d}mamic situations wherei^ it 
can afford to do so. ' 

{e) Influencing Behaviour by means of Social Mechanisms. 

The best illustrations of this type of control are com- 
petition, division of labour, distribution of power, the 
methods of creating social hierarchy and distance, and the 
mechanisms which determine whether we shall rise or sink 
in the social scale. 

It is extremely difficult to distinguish social mechanisms 
from situations and field-structures, chiefly because they are 
not mutually exclusive and their iMundaiiies tend to over- 
lap. Situations and fidd-structures can both be p^y or 
wholly produced by social mechanisms. Competition in 
itself for instance is a mechanism, but if it produces trade 
and the trade of one country b^mes dependent on the 
markets of another, a homc^aieous sphere is formed which 
conditions the reactions of the individuals concenied, so that 
we should speak, as we have seen, of a field-structure. On 
the* other Imd, competition may give rise to situations. 
Out of the process of competition, competitive situations 
emerge. It is purely a question of ^phasis uffiether we 
turn our attention to a sii^le cross-section of the process 
and some particular combination of factors involved, that 
is to say, to situations, or whefho: we study the uffiole 
process of competition as a mechanism with all its cumulative 
effects. Competition may be legitimatdy regarded as a 
basic process in sodety. This is evident from &e fact that 
it always tends to cr^ite the same effects as l<mg as it can 
function undisturbed. If the social mechanism of competition 
for instance be introduced into an existing sphere m social 
life its consequences will be seen immediat^. If commercial 
activity be stimulated by introducing a railway into a 
remote of the country, one can watch the effects 
of competitimi, and how it alvmys arouses new ambitums, 
breaks up andent customs, and diatters group sol^aiit^. 
Cranpetition has often been mistaken feu a purdy economic 
process. In fact it has never been confined to the economic 
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sphere. There may be competition within the tramework 
of administration, in the army, in science, in love, or in 
any other field of social activities. The head of a bureau- 
cracy, of an army, or of a scientific body may decide that a 
certain result could best be achieved by competition. This 
is bound to change the attitude of his subordinates towards 
their woik, tovrards their colleagues, towards the adminis- 
tration of the available resources, and so on. The mechanism 
of competition in these cases acts as a new kind of control, 
with a focus and an influence of its own. 

The more closely one examines the psydiological effects 
of mechanisms like competition, the more obvious it becomes 
that our previous distinction between direct and indirect 
influence needs amplification. Although it still remains 
legitimate to consider the education of the child by its 
parents and neighbours in technical skills, in inventiveness, 
in trustworthiness, as a personal influence, it is always 
possible to find this education stimulated and even controlled 
by situations and thus by the mechanisms of a given 
society. It is ultimately the nature of these mecha nism s : 
competition, division of labour, the division of social 
functions, the division of power, the necess^ hierarchy, 
wUch creates both the need and the opportunity for definite 
types of activities. It is these mecWusms which either 
foster initiative, ability to take risks and resjponsibility; or 
create obedience and submission. To take tlus latter view, 
i.e. that me chanism s are the ultimate controls, becomes 
especially important if, by trying to correct some of these 
educationally harmful influences, one comes to realize that 
they cannot ^ altered by simply recasting the form of 
personal influence but o^y by altering the nature of 
the situation in which it occurs. This is in my view the 
significance of the recent sociological trend in ps3^o-analysis 
and psychiatry. Thus Karen Homey, for tetanw, is right 
in stating that neurotic competitiveness is strictly con- 
nected with our competitive system.^ Here the huflvidual 
therapeutic approach reaches its limits, for in ordcx to 
adiieve results the whole social mechanism of competition 
ought to be altered. At the present levd of our discussion 
we realize that it is gradually becoming evident that 
medbanisms are working behind personal influences, and 

‘KucnHonicy. ThtNmtniicPtrMMiHty^mrTimlJJmSm,lW). 
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although for certain educational purposes it is not without 
value to act as if direct influences were to a large ^tmt 
autonomous. \ 

Let us take another example: the medianism wych 
determines whether people shall rise or fall in the social 
scale. Sometimes this mechanism is not a completely inde- 
pendent one, as it very often depends on another mechaniWi 
competition. But there are other cases where the mechanism 
of advancement is independent, when, for instance, a 
rise in the social scale is dependent on the principle of 
seniority. Here the mechanism of advancement will act as 
a direct control, not merely as a by-product of competition. 
Thus, in these cases, the delibi^te regulation of the 
jninciple of rising and falling in the social scale is a control 
sui generis. 

Although it is very important, from time to time, to decide 
whether two mechanisms are independent or dependent 
on each other, and thus to elaborate a whole list of existing 
mechanisms, it would be a mistake to think that all are of 
equal weight. Therefore one can always rightly ask whether 
any one of these mechanisms is supreme. Both the 
Liberal and the Marxist theories were right in emphasizing 
the supremacy of the division of labour and in pointing 
out* the way in which it regulates the institution of 
property, the whole legal S3^tem, and class stratification. 
I wish once more to stress that the question of primacy, 
though an important one, in no way alters the fact that 
in some periods emphasis may be shifted from one mechanism 
to another, and that this in itself may depend on the rhanging 
nature of social techniques. If mihtary techniques gain in 
importance, the division of labour will be r^fulat^ according 
to military needs. Social advancement may also be contrdled 
not by competition but according to the needs of tiie rotary 
pattern. People will simply rise in the sodal scale just as 
th^ do in the army. 

(me has to guard against, two extremes, that of focusing 
attention exclusively on the minor and depen^t 
mec h a ni s ms , and that looking only at the noajor primnj^ 
rqinlating the whole social structure. A study of the social 
structure without a knoud^ge of the minor medianisms is 
wmthless. A study the minor mechanisms wMiout a sense 
of the major dynamic processes is equally shmtsighted. 



CLASSIFICATION OF SOCIAL CONTROLS 309 

Fasdan is veiy apt to juggle with separate mechanians. 
without the lightest inkling of their reaction on society as 
a whole. For instance, the Fascists control the mechanism 
of social advancemait by treating the Party as an organized 
means of promotion, and racial discrimination as a means of 
social disinheritance. Thus they have diown how immensely 
powerful these mechanisms can be, and how much harm 
can be done by appl^dng them irrespective of their long run 
effects and of the injustice th^ cause. 

The most promising possibility in the regulation of social 
advancement would be the hope of securmg a better co- 
ordination of supply and demand in the various professions 
and a fairer selection of candidates. Employment ought not 
to be so dependent on luck, unfair competition, patronage, 
wire-pulling, and nepotism. The real difficulty lies in &e 
presentartifidalityoftheobjectivemethodsofselection. Tests 
and examinations frequently reveal only amide, static 
qualities and do not do justice to complex and iutegrated 
draracteristics, which only become apparent in dealing with 
concrete situations. There is some prospect of improve- 
ment in this sphere as well. Just as a skilful child psycho- 
logist does not confine his knowledge to test results, 
but also watches the diildren at play and studies their 
individual characters in ordinary intercourse, so exaniina- 
tion methods can be supplemented by a careful investigation 
of the candidate’s ability to deal with situations. The 
Wawokye Camp Experiment provides an interestii^ 
example of these joint methods in a combination of 
mechanical tests with natural observation of the children’s 
b^viour in spontaneous situations.^ 

These instances show that academic methods are iminroving 
by becoming more realistic and adaptable. The ^p tetween 
medumual methods and the changing conditions of real 
life is being steadily reduced. Mechanisms lose their 
artifidality, and when adequately aiqffi^ can be used to 
develop the deepest forces of living material. 

The various contrcds we have alreaffy described are not ex- 
haustive, and are not based on any sin^ principle of dassifi- 
cation. There is a deeper reascm for diadem any unified 

^ Nemtettv, W. I., " Cu^." Aa Esnateiant ia Grom 

Adjurtmaiit, BmnHmu ^ tkt Amtriem SeeUtgim SdeiMfy, vcIL SC 
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dassification of social controls and for the constant/ over- 
lapping. The controls have an olqective existence bnc they 
appear to ns under different aspects — aspects which vary with 
our own position in the general scheme. A mountain ra^^ is 
a real formation with a structure of its own, but the sh^ it 
assumes for the onlooker depends on where he is standing. 
In social affairs, our standpoint is determined not merdy by 
passive observation but by the direction in which om: atten- 
tion is turned. The nature of our conunon activitieadeddes 
which social mechanisms shall be treated as a single unit ; the 
nature of our intervention in social affairs defines the radius 
of our action, and this in its turn defines the configuration 
of events which is likely to be perceived as a single unity. 
Any new type of control reveals Mdden relationships between 
facts — ^relationships which formerly passed unnoticed. Thus 
the active mind penetrates more deeply into the nature of the 
object than the contemplative one, which very often clings 
to units which are not really units at all, and ody seem to 
such because they are observed on an artificial plane. 
Here we have an analogy in modem physiology. In this 
field such compact organs as the liver, the spleen, the heart 
were formerly regarded as organic units. After a more 
penetrating analysis, it soon became obvious that for 
ceiVain purposes, such as the production of sugar, partial 
units wUch were vridely separated (parts of the spleen, the 
heart, the nervous S3rstem), were co-ordinated as a single 
unit, and that in point of fact it was not the tangible huge 
organs which formed this functional unit, although at fust 
sight they appeared to be the only real entities. The kind of 
factors which form a single configuration depends to a certain 
extent on our methods of influencing society and on the 
nature and depth of our penetration. 

Hoe again we see the truth of our former statement 
that very often the nature of a profession, the way in whidx 
an object is handled, determines the section one is able to 
grasp. A judge or a diplomat would tend to think in tacms 
of situations, because it is his profession to settle individual 
ccmflicts, but a l^^idator would tend to think in terms of 
mechanisms and field structures and to cnicmiinate social 
afihurs from the main k^positicms. In short, the categories 
into which the social structure can be divided depend on 
the social coutiols whidi are possilfie fir cmr age. As sodal 
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tedmique changes, men will intenreqe from other strategic 
points and formulate the whole process in terms of other 
units. 


V 

The Laws of Transhutation in the Field of Social 

G)ntrol 

The study of social control and its connection with the 
social process is significant in many different ways. First 
of all it shows that the present controls need not be regarded 
p final and unalterable. Secondly, it disabuses us of the 
idea ttat only rigid controls, such as regimentation and 
organi^tion, exist and that control must necessarily make 
for uniformity. Thirdly, analysis has shown that progress 
in the technique of control consists in making it less 
mechanical and in compensating for its inhmnan detach- 
ment.^ If life is mastered by real intdligence, which under- 
stands the meaning of dynamic control, it ne^ not become 
sterrotyped as it is when left to the half-hearted regulation 
sowid^preadinourage. In replacing harmful controls by 
beneficial ones, we have first to realize how a free society 
works. We learn that even in an unplanned society there 
is always the problem of substituting one form of control 
for Eno&er, but here these changes take place involuntarily, 
through the accumulation of circumstances. 

After describing social controls, the next problem is 
therefore to study the laws of transmutation which govern 
the substitution of one control for another. At bottom, the 
transformation of the behaviour and social character of 
individuals has largely been due to a change in the methods 
of control However, the controls have of course been 
switched over unconsciously, without any clear purpose in 
mind and without realizing the wider consequences of the 
change. 

There are as many ways of switching over the contrdb 

* On Socint Xaebniqaw and Dehamaniiation, c& also in the BibUo- 
tmidiynMulIV. 
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as there are possibilities of passing from one form of direct 
or indirect influence to another. It is obvious that a complete 
description would require a volume to itself. Most on these 
methods, too, are open to furth^ observation. we 
can only uuhcate, by a few examples, the nature^ and 
problems of the process of transmutation. \ 


I. TranstmUaHon of Controls from Direct to Indired 

Influence 

The most important forms of transmutation naturally 
take place when we exchange the broad category of direct 
influence for indirect influence. In other wor^, there is an 
important development in the power to influence mankhid, 
when instead of some form of inculcation, we choose a form 
of influence where society itself, through its patterns and 
relationships, urges an individual to dter his behaviour. 
Far too extensive a use is made of direct methods of inculca- 
tion, sudi as brow-beating, suggestion, emotional appeals, 
preadung, agitation, and even education in the older sense of 
the word. Tliese are very often merely provisional solutions 
adopted by a society which has not had the opportunity of 
us^ indu^ct methods of social influence as a means of 
trsuning. The clumsier and less adaptable an education is, 
the more it will try to stamp its effects directly on the pupil's 
mind, instead of leaving him to make his own reactions. In 
this sense Dewey and others were right in their belief that 
experimoital education, that is to say, encouraging the 
child to make his own adjustments, is essential to modem 
democracy.^ In the same way, a modem society based on 
natural adjustment will allow its citizens to learn by 
experience as much as possible and will avoid, among other 
thmgs, the unnecessary use of shock methods. 

Here is another instance which shows that those who 
maintain that increased planning is taking os further and 
further ffmn the natural state of afi^drs are wholly in the 
wrong. A society which has been planned on sound prindifles 
will far more natural in its methods of adjustment than 
a comparatively primitive society that has bmi^ed its 
social tediniques. Any partially managed sodety will 

* Cf. in tiM »Uioci^, m 711 . 
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always stick half-way ; it cannot afford to do what a planned 
society can do— give the individual a natural taste for 
experiment, where this is desirable for the sake of society 

a whole, and only resort to direct methods within strict 
limits and in the absence of other alternatives. 

In what Mows I should like to give a few examples in 
order to indicate that, at a later state of development, 
rationalization leads to a more natural existence and con- 
sciously tends to counteract the deh umanizing effects of 
exaggerated regulation. The Victorian age for instance 
with its primitive knowledge of the nature of industrialized 
society, fostered a cult of the unnatural, while modem 
mass society, in spite of its greater organization, tends to 
encourage its citizens to return to nature by means of 
systematic physical culture, sport,i and fresh air. Here it 
looks as though the early monstrosities, which were the first- 
fruits of industrialism and urbanization, were only due to 
the sudden growth of new conditions for which no palliative 
had been found. In these fields at least more plannii^ and a 
greater use of social technique have led to more natural 
conditions. The following instance shows, in another context, 
how planning, combined with the right scientific insight, can 
free &e suppressed and natural instincts. 

Modem psychology and psychiatry have observed ihat 
neuroses are very often due to the fact that the child’s 
natural ability to learn from trial and error is paral}rsed by 
a rash of inhibitions. We allow a baby to experiment with 
his body in a variety of situations. In the beginning we are 

^ On the other hand one has to realize that sport in its^ may be based 
cm many difierent psychological gratifications. It may, for instance, 
deterioiate from a so^ game with an agreeable sense of team work into 
a mania for records. These are psychological processes of d^eneration 
whidi are common in a mass sociefy and whidi can be set right if one 
consdondy teaches pecmle to enjoy the genuine pleasures of community 
pastimes. For the dinerent meanings of sport and its psychological 
unplications, cf. Marie Kloeren, Sport und Rekord (Kfilner Anglistische 
Arbeiten. voL 23, ed. by Herbert Schoeffler), Leipzig, 1935 ; and Herbert 
SchoeMer, England, das Land des Sports (Hefte zur Englandkunde, vol. 9), 
Leipzig, 1935). The former volume contains a historical bibliographer. 
The fdlowing works contain some suggestions : Karl Peters, PsychoJogU 
des Sports, teipag, 1927 ; and Bisse, Sosiologie des Sports, Berlin, 1921 ; 
Fritz Hammer, Der Massensport : Versuch etner soxiohgischen Anafyse 
uinef Bedingungen und Erschesnungsweise, Heidelberg, Fh.D.« diw., 
1933; \£mst KraJStt, Vom Xamp/hkord sum Massensport, Berlin. 
1925; Gidickr L., AHOetics and Qvilization.** Tluf OM, vol. i. 17, 
191L 
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all in favour of spontaneous expeiienoe. Only the 
diild’s intelligence develops and it is able to ask questirais 
do we interrupt the natural growth of the expaimental 
attitude by intellectual taboos. Among others, we cover up 
for the (Md the problem of sex and procreation \wim 
artificial ideologies, and later, masculinity, femininitj^ the 
feet of death, the question of money and success in life; are 
all treated in a spirit whidi tends to arouse both in die 
child and in the adolescent a lifeloi^ distrust of his powers 
of independent judgment. This can lead not merely to a 
thwarted development, but to deep-rooted feelings of anxiety 
as well, so that he cannot to his life’s end get these problems 
ofi his mind. Often only the removal of this fear by analysis 
and re-education will give him power to make his own 
decisions and assiniilate knowledge by experimenting vdth 
life.t Here it is evident tihat our more sophisticated know- 
ledge helps to restore the original capacities of mankind by 
freeing the natural powers of adjustment. 

But let us turn to other instances which prove that a 
more skilful use of indirect influence would lighten the tasirs 
of direct influence. Take, for instance, the habits of the 
consumer. A society cannot be made to work unless it 
shows a certain foresight with regard to these habits. At a 
pifrnitive stage, this would take the form of inadcating 
cotain tjrpes of consumption. The formation of taste would 
be subjected to moral control, the individual would be 
brought up to observe certain manners and customs in 
order to prescribe the range of his desires. These desires 
could be satisfied by househedd economy or any of its 
variatiens, such as town economy. But t^ advent of 
capitalist society often brought about a change in the methods 
emplo 3 red to control the habits of the consumer, ibi^ustriad 
ecemomy spread, former habits of consumption altered and 
desires ran riot. The more anarchic individual competitkni 
became, with its artifidal stimulation of new cravings, the 
harder it was to foresee the uncontn^ed flu^uations in 
the consumer's choice, and to adjust ^ market through the 
price mechanism. One of the reasems for dismrganisiatjon in 
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the free system of industrial economy was that an absolute 
freedom of consumer's choice made it difilcult to co-ordinate 
production and consumption. 

Even at the present stage of capitalism there is a tendency 
to pass beyond the temporary chaos created by unlimited 
choice. Large industrial concerns and department stores are 
both equally interested in standardizing demand, and 
produce a type of advertisement which instead of 
encouraging an endless variety of choice, persuades customers 
to want o^y a few carefully considered models. One has 
only to thii^ of current advertisements for cars, gas, wirdess, 
and electricity. This method of stimulating demand is 
exactly what a planned but unregimented society ^uld 
aim at : inducing conformity not by authority or inculca- 
tion, but by skilful guidance, which allows the in^vidual 
every opportunity for making his own decisions. A planned 
society would direct investment, and by means of efficient 
advertisemrat, statistically controlled, would do everything 
in its power to guide the consumer's choice toward 
co-ordinated production. 

Anotho' field where the change from direct to indirect 
methods of influence can be observed is that of the motives 
which induce people to work. The amazing thing is that 
even our most intimate experiences such as our mothres, 
are coitstantly mqposed to social and psycholt^cal manipula- 
tion. Modem society has not, of course, invented the 
manipulation of motives, but has only made it more 
conscious. 

Thus Max Weber had already observed that in a free 
society the motives which induced people to work varied 
with the different social dasses. Thus the proletariat works 
mainly in order to earn a living, while the middle dasses, 
once their primary wants have been supplied m>d their 
need for security satisfied, work mainly for the sake of 
incre^ed power and prestige. The introduction of this new 
motive is largdy responsible for the charactoistic outlook 
of the middle d^. The group we call the inteUigmtsia is 
actuated mainly by motives of its own. A membo: of this 
group is only li^py when he has work which is in keqang 
vnth his special intoests and quaUficatums. While an 
unskilled hbourer wants anv work that will ranove his 
insecurity, a man who is specialized acadmnic training is 
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specialized not only in his knowledge but in his choice of a 
career, and in his striving for the psychological rewards 
which go with a certain kind of self-respect. 

In this sense, there is normally a graduated scale o|^ 
motives, by which men from different social classes ar^ 
driven to work. Whenever a man rises to a higher class, froni\ 
unskilled labourer to skilled labourer, from small tradesman ; 
to large-scale entrepreneur, from petty officialdom to a' 
learned profession, once in the ranks of &e 41ite he switches 
over from one set of motives to another. 

Now this transition from one set of motives to another and 
the gradual sublimation of impulses which goes with it, will 
form one of the problems with which a planned society 
will have to deal. It will be forced not merely to direct this 
transformation of the motives which impel men to work, but 
to guide the citizen in the use of his leisure and of the 
surplus energy which remains when the day’s work is done. 
When wealth has been more evenly distributed, and the 
ups and downs of the trade cycle have disappeared, the 
man in the street will cease to feel the iimnediate pressure of 
circumstances forcing him to work, and his mind may 
develop along new paths, just as was formerly the case 
only in the leisured classes. 

rais development can never be due to the external situa- 
tion alone. Whether surplus energy can be guided into 
socially useful channels of sublimation will largely depend 
on the educational forces operating in society and on the 
guidance of ^tes who set an example of the finer uses of the 
spirit.^ 

^ Cf« on the psychological implications of the various forms of the use 
of leisure, Patrick, G. T. V., The Psychology of RelaxaHont Boston, 
1916 ; Spitz, R., ** Wiederholung, Rhythmus, Langweile,*' Imago. Zeitschr, 
far p^choanalytische Psychologie, vol. 23, , 1937 ; Fenichel, O., 
Psychofogie der Langweile, Imago, vol. 20, i934 ; Winterstein, A., 
'' Angst vor dem Neuen,*' Neugier und Langweile, vol. 2, 1930 ; Groos, 
K.« ** Das Spiel als i^itharsis,** Zeitschr, f. p&d. Psychcl, u, Bxper, 
Pddagogik. Des. 7, 1908 ; T. Dashiell Stoops, The * Inner Life * as a 
Suppressed Ideal of Conduct," Intern. Joum. of Ethics, vol. 30, 1919- 
1920 ; Stewart, H. L., " The Ethics of Luxury and Leisure," Amer, Joum, 
of Sodol., vol. 24, 1918-19 ; Hahn, iC, Education for Leisure, Oxford, 
1938. For the {i^lem of the sociological implications of leisure, 
of. Lnndberg, G* A., Komarowsky, M., Mclvemy, M. A., Leisure, 
a Sidmrban Stu^, New York, 1934 ; Chase, St., Leisure in the Machine 
Am ; Franke, R T., Mackine^enade Leisure, 1932 ; Walker, L. C., D>s- 
mMed Leisure, N.Y. and London, 1931 ; Splzer, J. P., The CommerdaHMa^ 
fion of Leisure, 1917 ; Blnmer, K., Movies and Conduct, N.Y., 1933 : 
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The problem of discoveriiig the social conditioiis which 
govern the sublimation of surplus energy will probably 
become a universal one, for not only the small Elites but 
every dass will be fac^ with the question of what the 
psycho-analysts call a libido economy. Comps^tive studies 
in the use of leisure show at first glance that a higher position, 
larger income, and increased security do not necessarily lead 
to culture. Unless material advancement is combined with 
personal example and the persuasion exercised by the 
presence of intelligent standards for the use of leisure, it 
may end in boredom, neurosis, and general decadence. 
Sublimation and cultivation are processes which have 
to be taught. The average citizen is unable to invent 
new uses for his leisure. If the old methods have broken 
down and tradition cannot develop others by a process of 
trial and error, chaos and barbarism will follow. This has 
been corroborated by recent experiences. When the slum- 
dweller is transplanted into modem flats he is apt to suffer 
from depression, unless some effort is made to adjust his 
whole way of living to changed conditions. The suburban 
housewife becomes neurotic because of the intolerable 
boredom of her existence and the lack of any form of com- 
munity life. 

One cannot hand down techniques of sublimation tbrOtagh 
education and personal influence, if there is no universal 
security on which to base them. On the other hand, security 
alone is no guarantee that surplus energies will be turned in 
any particular direction, unless they are guided by personal 
influence and education. Security and freedom from 
anxiety leave open many channels through which surplus 
human energy can flow. 

Even hermits and monks can only sublimate and develop 
what one may call the inner life when they have a minimum 
of security, whether from natural wealth, or income from the 
land. The mendicant order in the late Middle Ages was based 
on the principle that in an agrarian community, Ix^ng 

cf. also tiie wb^ series “ Motion Pictnte and Yonth The Fayna 
Fond, Chalxman, W. W. Charters : Spur, F. C., TAs CMstum Uu of 
IMtwr*, 1028 : Buns, D., Ltisvn in tie Modem WerU ; Duant, H. W., 
Tke PrMemt of Leieuee, Loidon, 19%; Bo^, W., Ogilvie. V., Tie 
CAoUenge of Leisure, London (New Edncation FellowsMp), 1985; Stem- 
hehn, A, Laianra in tiie Totalitarian State," Soe. Snieee, roL 80, 1988. 
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can be successful in the countiy towns. But security or 
even a good standard of life in itself are not sufficient 
for the devdopment of contmplation. The real force 
obstructing the latter is conflict and competition. This is the 
reason why thedhurch allowed monks to engage in any sort, 
of activities except commercial ones. Even begging, as wl. 
have seen, was considered compatible with the ccmtanplativ^ 
life. In a natural economy, alms could be trusted to supplj^; 
a sure source of income, and although these ahns provided ^ 
mfly a modest livelihood they spdt security and made it 
possible to avoid the medianisms of competition and strug^e 
and their effects on the spiritual life. 

But society does not merely demand that certain motives 
should be sublimated, but also, at times, that certain sublima- 
tions should be destro)^. Thus Freud, in an impressive 
study, has shown that it is usually war which causes 
the rejection of a certain t}^ of sublimation and 
regression to the naked drive.^ According to him, the 
sympathy we generally feel under civilized conditions for the 
sufferings and the death of others is the result of sublimation 
and identification. But this only works under the peaceful 
conditions of civilian life. In order to survive in war-time 
Vre are bound to revert to the more primitive state of mind 
in Which we withdraw our identification from our fellow 
beings and in our primitive self-assertion remain unmoved by 
other people’s distress. If we look at this process of sublima- 
tion and de-sublimation of motives from the standpoint of 
our problem of social control, we see that its success 
depends on co-ordinating the methods of direct and indirect 
influence. 

Society in the past regulated such ddicate dianges as sub- 
limatimi only thrmigh <flrect influence. Under present con- 
ditions this i«ocess is only efficient if it worls on the two 
levels of direct and indirect influence at the same time ; in our 
example producing the general preconditions fw sublimation 
tiluough.hidirect control (creating wealth, security, etc.), 
and fnoviding concrete models for desirable forms of 
auMimation from examples near at hand. 


1 XMod. &, StfitcHotu, MtUKidMd BnklUb twnrintioa tiijr Biffl, A. A., 
■ad Kattaer, B., tma “ ZeitsuaSsws floer Kiies aad Tod '* a o rtH MStod 
tram Stumhmg KMtur Smifimt mt Vow Yolk. IMS, 
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a. TheTrammtMion ofContnhwiMnUu Sphere of Iniinti 

Infiuevat 

We must now study tliis law of the transmutation of 
contrcds in the sjdiere of indirect influence. Some of the 
probkw in' this sphere are : How and when can crowd 
bdiaviour be transformed into co-ordinated group bdiaviour? 
How much can be done by replacing the influence of the 
primary groups and communities by organized behaviour oc 
vice versa ? The new possibilities of organized control and the 
tendency towards a new kind of bureaucracy are especially 
important here. But similar problems arise in spheres which 
are controlled, not by bureaucracy, but by situations, field 
structures, and mechanisms. When should control by situa- 
tion be replaced by control through field structure or social 
medianism ? From this variety of problems a few can )»e 
selected which seem to be essentid from the standpoint 
of a new kind of plarming, that does not rely mainly on direct 
pressure. Just as we had first to prove t^t the deliberate 
guidance of psychological influences would not necessarily 
lead to greata mechanization and artificiality, so it seems to 
be equity important to realize that the conscious manage- 
ment of indirect controls, especially of organization in terms 
of centralization arid decentralization and the institutica of 
bureaucracy, could, if rightly guided, prevent dehumaniza- 
tion, and guarantee the maintenance of certain attitudes. 
This is the reason why I shall now, out of all the possibilities 
of organization, deal solely 'with the two problems of de- 
centralization and a new form of bureaucracy. I hope in 
this way to show how fruitful the planned manipulation 
of distant controls can be in this sph^. 

As to the problem of decentralization, it is obvious that the 
modem nature of social techruq'ues puts a prmuum tm 
centralization, but this is only true if our sole criterion is to be 
technical efficiency. If for various reasons, chiefly those con- 
cerned with the maintenance of perscmality, we deliberate 
wMi to decentrdize certain activities 'within certain hmit^ 
we can do so. That kind of deliberate decentralisation will 
difier from a purely Romanticist one which indulges in the 
praise of the golden age of pre-industrial dvih^tioai or 
from the handicraitsn^'s hostflity to the advent of 
machines. We cannot restore the foerindustrial age of 
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small tedmical units, but we can deliberately insert, wherever 
it is feasible, rdatively autonomous units into the whole 
industrial system. Here^ we shall succeed as sorm as we 
begin to explore some of the neglected pcmbilities of the 
new industrial techniques. For instance, it is well Imown 
that the discovery of electricity encouraged centralizatioiii 
at first owing to the power centres which served several) 
industrial units and thus acted as a centralizing agen<^.\\ 
But the discovery of the small motor provides a new chance \ 
that in the future in the industrial sphere local centres 
may develop independently of a regional power centre. 
In these cases, it depends rather on the decision of the 
plarming groups wheiner we use the technical amenities in 
one direction or the other. In the same way, once centraliza- 
tion of the main issues is guaranteed, there is always the 
possibility of a kind of secondary decentralization, and 
perhaps we only attribute such great importance to 
centralized means of infiuendng human beings — ^radio, 
propaganda, mass meetings, sports, cinema, etc. — because we 
are still in the first period of transition into a mass society, 
and emotional integration on a large scale and with immediate 
success is of extreme importance to us. It is, however, also 
possible that as in former examples, as soon as the most 
etementary conditions of conformity and co-operation have 
been assured, we shall again give the local influences a chance 
to reassert themselves, to create scope for individuality 
without in any way disturbing the process of planning from 
key positions. 

But decentralization is not the only antidote to the 
dangers of centralization, mechanization, and dehumaniza- 
tion; another alternative is to oiliven bureaucracy, for 
however much decentralization is encouraged, plaimed 
society will always have to rely upon a very strong 
eentr^ed bureaucracy. 

The problem of an improved bureaucracy falls within the 
province of the new science of organization, and if rightly 
ctmceived, it will include not merely the question of increased 
rildoxy, but the removal of the cold impersonal atmos^ere 
of organization. In order to appreciate this aspect, one has 
only to remember that even at the transitional stage, half- 
way between discovery and invention, the task of the new 
sooal techniques and institutions was to hand over Certain 
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services, formerly rendered by personal contact in the 
primary groups, to organized management. So we must 
bear in mind, for instance, that all the duties of state 
bureaucracy were once carried out by officials who were the 
servants of their superiors. In the same way, the individual 
attention of the small tradesman has been replaced by the 
offices of the great department stores, and the social 
services have often developed out of private charity. The 
essential element in the process is that the primary attitudes 
of love, care, and mutual help, which were originally bound 
up with primary groups like the family or the neighbours, 
have become organized. In the first stage of development, we 
are inclined to regret that this attitude should be transformed 
from an organic social setting to a more artificial one. The 
first thing we notice is how markedly impersonal our social 
relationships have become as a result of that change, how 
stripped of all emotion. Indeed, it was for the sake of an 
impersonal efficiency that the methods of social organization 
were first adopted. It is through the steady growth of new 
tasks that the king's personal servants, as we have seen, 
developed into a kind of impersonal bureaucracy, which 
makes even the personal dependence on the king an 
impersonal matter, and transforms the activities both ef a 
workshop and of a great business into institutions •bent 
only on efficiency, expediency, and utility, in which the 
idea of service has not yet developed. 

In the intermediate stage of this development, only the 
negative consequences of this rationalized organization of 
primary functions were in evidence, and the word bureau- 
cracy betrayed the hostility of the public to this new 
method of managing people as though they were things. 
But this early antipathy to bureaucracy was counter- 
acted by some of the more obvious advantages of the new 
system. First, the broad masses could be served more 
effectively, and the arbitrariness of the older methods could 
be replaced by a more calculated efficiency. Secondly, the 
new bureaucracy brought with it a new objectivity in human 
affairs. There is something about bureaucratic procedure 
which helps to neutralize the original leanings towards 
patronage, nepotism, and personal domination. This 
tendency towards objectivity may, in favourable cases, 
become so strong that the eluent of class consciousness, 

M* 
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still present in a boreaucracy which is diosen mainly from 
the ranks of the ruling claves, can be almost comidetely 
superseded by the desire for justice and impartiality. 

We must not forget that until the advent of bureaucracy 
the idea of an impersonal and classless justice could not even . 
arise, since freedom in a hierarchic society was defined in ; 
terms of " liberties ”, the graded privileges of the various . 
estates. The growth of this new objectivity did not necessarily 
mean, however, as at first sght it appeared, that human 
i^tionships must become impersonal and unemotionaL 
The new conception of objective justice can be developed 
in such a way that the emotion becomes attached to the 
handling of the case and not to the individual who is helped. 
Objectivity and emotion are combined, instead of being 
mutually exclusive. Assistance has become institutional, 
and as a result a modem man prefers to have his rights and 
duties clearly defined, rather than to receive a personal 
favour. We prefer a hospital nurse who shows her sympathy 
by her personal care to one who is too intimate and motiierly. 
Tims ihe rise of bureaucracy created a demand which had 
never before been known — ^the demand that many of our 
pmonal afiairs should be treated impersonally. 

The anal 3 rsis of these cases teaches us that new blends of 
feeKng and emotion are often produced, not so much by the 
isolated experiences of the individual, as by comprehensive 
social processes in which the functions of one group are 
gradually transferred to another. 

The fact that modem society has produced a bureaucracy 
which is forced to take over many of the tasks of the primary 
groups, has given rise to some curious ^theses of feeling, 
such as the cmnbination of emotion and detachment. The 
actual blends of emotion may vary widely in the different 
cotmtiies, according to the nature of their social develop- 
ment. In this connection it is intnesting to notice that 
although the department store has made its appearance in 
every industrial society, in each countm it has bera bmlt 
upaadorg^mizedinaverydiffmentspirit. While in Ei^and 
aM G»many the customer receives a rather in^erscuial 
service, in France the personal type of service is prefnred. 
The amistant will accompany tire customs tQ the cash de^ 
and often to the door, for France is still the land of the small 
dwpkeqMsr, and ^ depariinent store has ndierited an 
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attitude of nuud ufhich ii«^d otherwise be alien to its 
impersonal organization. 

This kaleidoscopic blending of attitudes correq>onds to the 
changing functions of our activities. It makes for greater 
elasticity, and gives us grounds for hope that the immediate 
defects of an institution may later be removed by a fresh 
combination of factors, giving rise to new attitudes of mind. 
As an illustration of a creative combination of attitudes, 
we may refer to a previous example. 

Modem communal bureaucracy has proved that capacity 
for miganization can be combined with executive business 
ability, that rivalry and commercial efficiency can be 
stimi^ted without personal greed for profit. Moreover, 
commercial life has shown that the spirit of service can be 
incorporated in big business. 

In a more comprehensive study of human attitudes atrd 
their transformation through social influences, England 
would deserve a chapter to itself. Perhaps nowhere else is 
" kindness ”, which in itself is highly personal, treated so 
objectively, lliis objective kindness was probably the resiflt 
of mutual co-operation in the primitive community, where 
there is a natural obligation existing between neighbours. 
Owing to the gradual expansion of society, this attitude 
could be extended to one’s fellow-coimtrymen or even to 
foreigners resident in the country. The personal element 
was transformed, but did not lose its genuine qualities. The 
sense of neighbourliness remained, but without a trace of 
intimacy or even the thought of a deeper obligation. This 
impersonal kindness is nevertheless a virtue, and its new 
function is to compensate for the unbearable abstractness 
of the relationships which play so large a in modem 
society. 

Finally, this blending of attitudes to meet the needs of new 
institutions can be seen in the development of our modem 
sodal services. One has only to think of that unusual psydu>- 
logkal t3q)e, the social worker, who has on theone hand to 
domaterid, administrative work, and on the other to practise 
a new fcnan of dharity. These new social services are nqndly 
supplanting the simple, material conception of charity, and 
are tending to become more and more psyduflc^caL The 
social woi^er gives not merely material help but sj^tual 
healing. Headds atouchof onotion and yitanty to ordinary 



324 PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

intercourse without becoming personally committed or 
attached. In all these new forms of organized social service, 
which have definite functions to perform, there is an almost 
conscious manipulation of the emotional element in the 
relationship. 

This again ^ows how elastic organized activity can bejl, 
and how a higher principle of organization produces new;^ 
attitudes of mind. If the new type of social work is to bei^ 
a success, the following social processes must be at work. 
Activities which were once widely separated must now be 
combined, official bureaucracy must be tempered with the 
charity of the primary groups. In addition, adequate 
training must be provided, the personnel should be wisely 
selected from classes which are not yet dehumanized and 
from sects and smaller groups in which affection and certain 
kinds of reserve are not felt to be mutually exclusive.^ 
Apart from that, a preference should be shown for the 
emotional type of human being who will do only work 
which has a purpose. 

In all these new forms of organized social service, which 
have definite functions to perform, there is an almost 
conscious manipulation of the emotional element in the 
relationship. Our age, at its present stage of development 
in Mdiich a civil servant is steadily developing into a social 
servant, has learnt something tiiat womd have seemed 
impossible in the age of small groups : that this emotional 
element lies, up to a point, within the control of the 
individual, and is often allied to objectivity and distance. 
To a member of the older generation, the psycho-analytic 
relationship between patient and analyst must seem wholly 
unnatural, and an almost absurd manipulation of libidinous 
attitudes. To him, it must seem a contradiction in terms that 
anyone should publicly offer services for which “trans- 
ference ’’ is essential. Transference, without which no cure 
can be achieved, appears to be something which can only 
develop in intimate relationships ; while, as it actually occurs, 
it is a strange combination of intimacy and objectivity, 
nearness and distance, attraction and repulsion, friendship 

» On anrraggMtioB a thesis was mitten 00 these proUaDB. Cf.Tnihel, 
K.. Shitofe s as i rt. Ein Beitiag znr Sodoana^ der Bfiiokratie. Thesis, 
FMakfnrt/Msin. Ss^ (Benjamin Kranse Hoibnchdiiicketei), 1934. Cf. 
also III 6 in the Biwlography. 
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and estrangement. It gives help without explicit guidance. 
The sociology of psycho-analysis will have to discover 
whether a ready acceptance of this curious mixture of 
personal and impersonal elements could be conceivable 
without previous social developments, which have made it 
possible to blend emotion and detachment in such entirely 
new combinations. 

All these examples show that the universal alarm at the 
growth of bureaucracy is only justified as long as the public 
clings to the old belief that institutions and organizations 
are perfectly rigid, and incapable of developing new attitudes 
of mind. 

The evil lies not in bureaucracy itself, but in an inadequate 
conception of the new possibilities which are already being 
realized here and there. The discussion of bureaucracy is apt 
to take two different roads. Either one regards bureaucracy 
as an evil in itself or one has grasped its possibilities. A good 
Liberal, who is the sworn enemy of all bureaucracy, would 
like to replace universal bureaucratic control by mutual 
control, in order that completely free individuals might 
maintain the balance between them. This system 
would obviously lead to such radical decentralization that 
it would be unworkable at the present stage of social 
technique. But there is still another difficulty. Wheref as a 
result of large-scale industry, almost every transaction, 
economic or otherwise, takes on a social character (for every 
flaw in the working of large-scale industry injures the 
community), it becomes more and more necessary to curb 
the desire for private profit in the common interest and in the 
interests of planning. To-day it is still an open question 
which tendency is most likely to succeed— whether it is 
better gradually to restrain the excesses of capitalism by 
central regulation or to enliven the bureaucratic tradition by 
creating opportunities for competition and by promoting a 
more human organization within its framework. 

I believe that this antagonism, however invincible it may 
seem to-day, will be swept avray by the course of events, for 
the democracies, if they are to keep pace with the dictator- 
ships, mil have to subject their industries to a certain 
amount of control. This w automatically lead to an alliaifte 
between the capitalist and state soci^t traditions: a 
process in which even the Civil Service will develop new 
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posabiUties. This development will probably take place 
through an amalgamation of the two principles of administra- 
tion and competition, varying in degree with the tjrpe of 
problem that has to be faced. But the essential question is, 
which of these principles is to provide the framework in whidj| 
the other is to be incorporated ? Is the planned society to b<|. 
the framework, and the mechanism of competition to be se^\ 
to work in certain places, or are the basic relationship tol', 
be determined by conflict and competition, and administra- ' 
tion to take place within the enclave ? In our opinion, the 
solution lies in the former direction, although it is possible 
that during the tranation, evolution will begin with the 
latter, as in the United States. There competition still 
predominates, but planned intervention is increasing. 

Much depends in this respect on whether revolutions and 
wars speed up the development towards planning; in 
which case the central bureaucratic element will tend to 
prevail. 

But the vital question is whether the state, as a 
controlling and co-ordinating agency can itself be con- 
trolled : ^t is, whether the principle of planning can be 
reconciled with freedom and democracy. The history of 
parliamentaiianism is in this respect the history of the 
control of control. From our standpoint the Imtory of 
government must be re-interpreted as the history of a 
special social technique by which the control of human 
beings is subjected once more to human control. 

If one tak^ a comprehensive view, it is mere chance that 
this technique is oidy dearly apparent in the sphere of 
state organization. Once the prindple of the control of 
control has been discovered, the scope and the nature 
of its action can be prescribed to a large extent by the 
government as well as its relation to the remaining controls. 
In this setting, it is certainly a political problem, but one 
udiich must also be discussed in its social and technical 
aspects. One can go even further and say that it is impossible 
to frame a political- jHoblem properly, until its technical 
imdications have been thought out 

The history of constitutiond development is really nothing 
but a undeqrrmd concentration of once indeperrdent centres 
of Oontrd. Thk concentraticm fences the rival units whfrh 
ate struggling for powa* to give up frteir partial aims in 
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favour of a centralized authority with a new and unified 
outlook. The significance of sovereignty is that it decides 
in which direction the concentre.ted power shall move, so 
that it hardly matters, from this point of view, whether the 
sovereign be a king, the people and their representatives, 
or even a leader. The original focuses of social control- 
territorial powers such as the prince and the city states, or 
functional class units such as nobility, deigy, and commons 
— grew- up haphazard. The next thing to decide was whetha* 
these controls should be concentrated and whether there 
should be a redistribution of power based on purely objective 
grounds. 


VI 

The History of Parliamentary and Democratic 
Government as the History of Social Control 

I. Three Stages in the Development of the Control of Controls 

If we study democratic government as a chapter in the 
concentration of control and a history of the tedufique 
of contrdling controls, we are again confronted with ^ 
three stages of chance discovery, invention, and planning. 
There is no need to emphadze the fact that the structum 
changes involved in these successive stages do not alwa3^ 
coincide with the current phases of constitutional history. 
Nevertheless we believe that this typology will hdp to 
explain the essent^ factors in political charge.^ 

While the contrds are still amorphous we remain at the 
stage of diance discovery. As long as a group has no specific 
organization for carrying on the functions of government, 
the controls are difiused throughout society. They make 
an appearance whenever they are required to d^ 
difierent aspects of behaviour, such as labour r^nlations, 
the organization of religious festivals, or the rules governing 

* Bibliography on Coiutittttioiial Oovammant «t ttur end of tibo hock* 
Of. la ^ BibUogxaphy III 4^; V 1, and the article on Govantmoat by 
Shepard, W. J., m tae EneyOopaedio of ih* Sockd Scimcss, tvhkli I found 
hd]^ when ananging the material in this chapter* 
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the relationship between the different sexes and generations. 
At this amorphous stage the controls ue still spontaneous. 
There are no special officials with powers of compulsion an4 
no definite authorities for the officials to represent. Th«i( 
customs which express the spontaneous, irrational morale 
sense of the community determine the boundaries of right ,', 
and wrong. These standards of behaviour are enforced ; 
by the direct pressure of the community. Relation by cus- 
tom is both totalitarian and. broadly speaMng, democratic. 
Thus it reaches the ideal at which modem society is aiming, 
not by deliberate calculation but by intuitive consent. 
Customs are totalitarian in that they govern what we 
^ould now call private rdationships as well as public 
affairs, for at this stage these two spheres are merged in one. 
Thus there is no freedom in the modem sense — ^rio power 
to evade this totalitarian regulation, but this naturally does 
not mean that there are no conflicts and no individual 
divergencies. At the same time customary law is democratic 
in the sense that everyone more or less approves of it and 
helped to create it, for its rules are the result of a gradual 
process of selection and many generations have felt them to 
be sound. Its solutions have a dignity of their own, for they 
are the collective discovery of the group. The whole com- 
munity takes part in this discovery and the rules are 
gradually altered a little by individuals who are faced with 
new situations. Thus subordination and authority, freedom 
and pressure, consensus and change exist side by side. 

The stage of invention has been reached when a special 
institutional organization is set up, with express authority 
to govern, enforced by sanctions. Owing to the new principle 
whuffi stalls a division of social functions, its once united 
elements are now divorced from one another. 

i^tt) There is no longer any unanimous consensus of 
opinion, but under a democratic system agreement must 
again be reached, or it will be replaced by authority— a 
khig, an oligarchy, or so on. 

(o) Rationalized law gradually becomes distinct from 
custom and sooner or later there is a cleavage between 
fimdmnmital law and ordinary law. This process of 
rationalization may be carried so ffir that in a mod^ 
ccmstitution fundamental law may determine the basic 
pr^ples of organization governing the legal framework 
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of society, while individual laws are deduced from it, or 
some attempt is made to reconcile the two. Here we 
have reached the stage of invention, for the framework 
of social adjustment has been deliberately thought out, 
and organized to form an institution ; but we have not yet 
reach^ the stage of planning, as this type of system still 
tolerafes the existence of many other spheres of human 
behaviour beyond its jurisdiction. This is precisely the 
principle on which the liberal constitution is based ; it is 
the clearest example of government at the stage of invention, 
for apart from certain basic relationships, which are con- 
stitutionally determined, regulation has been abandoned in 
favour of laissez-faire. This, of course, does not mean 
that everything is in a state of chaos but merely that other 
forms of regulation and control pour into the breach, and 
these are often quite independent of the government and its 
rationalized system of law. 

Thus these amorphous controls which we call customs 
are preserved in a rationalized form and determine the 
greater part of human behaviour, just as they did at 
the stage of chance discovery. Liberal legislation leaves fte 
power of the mores and customs almost untouched, using 
it merely as a ferment to arouse that fundamental consensus 
which rational law implies but does not produce. • 

At this stage in the regulation of behaviour, competition, 
particularly in the economic field, gives rise to a sp^al form 
of action ; striving for profit by means of free adjustment. 
This bdiaviour is neither a product of former customs nor 
of modem rationalized legal and administrative pocedip, 
as the lilml state deliberately refrains from interfering 
within those spheres. The process of adjustment is not, of 
course, completely without control but is guided by the 
mechanisms of competition and by the field structure called 
the woiid of trade. Thus a ccnnmercial system is created 
with the econmnic man as its ideal Almough the trade 
mechanism together with its special economic la^ and 
systematic pressure only worked if certain mcanl obligations 
sudi as fair play, and certain legal regulations such as 
those governing Ihc saaedness of private property and 
contract, were observed, it acted nevert^ess as an 
automatic device for securing mutual control, and ronained 
outside the province of the other two systans we have 
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mentioned. If we look at the liberal system from the stand* 
point of government we may say that it contained two 
systems whidi escaped its contnu, traditional habits and |i 
customs on the one hand, and the field structure of inde- , 
pendent markets on the other. These are the spheres which 
will be lata absorbed by the modem system of co-ordinated 
planning. 

The great achievement of the liberal age (to which, 
of course, former centuries contributed) was the institution 
of parliamentary control over the legal framework of 
society. As we ^ve already pointed out, it was the dis- 
covery of the control of controls by democratic methods. 
But this discovery could not be applied to every control 
since many of them, such as the customs and the laws 
of the market, as we have just seen, were outside the radius 
of centralized govemmoit. Centnd control over customs 
bad failed — ^paj^y because it was too closely bound up 
with the techniques of local and direct influence, and partly 
because the combined sciences of sociology and psychology 
were still too immature to influence them in a conscious and 
rational way. This sphere was left to the anonymous 
power of tradition. The church made scone attempt at 
central guidance but was not yet efficient enough really to 
contsol &e course of events. Nor could the economic process 
be influenced, owing to the lack of a strong centralized 
technique and of &e knowledge required for thinking 
out structural connections on a large scale, and for realizing 
their social implications. It is only in our age that we 
have reached me stage of planning the sphere of govern- 
ment, so that here, too, centralized intervention becomes 
theoretically possible, and the technique of the democratic 
control of control has to be extended to cover every 
field. 

This does not meart— as we must constsintly repeat — 
that evoy control which has not dt facto come un^ central- 
ized authority must be governed from Ae centre ; but 
merely that the central control can interfere more frequently, 
1^ wlmi it does not do so it is ddiberate^ renouncii^ 
tbe use of its powers. Our next problm is to consider 
the essmtial process governing this mechanism of 
c<mtinl, and the diffic^ties of transtoiing it to a iflaimed 
society. 
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2. Ana^sis of Uie Essential Sociai Techniques which keep 
the Parliamentary and Democratic System in Working 
Order. 

(i) The first step was to establish the sovereignty of tiie 
state, .and this was effected in the age of absolutism. It 
consisted of withdrawing the ultimate power of decision in 
questions of law and authority from local and limited authoti> 
ties. This involved a widespread integration and co-ordina- 
tion of existing social controls, although as we have seen, 
it left many of them untouched. In terms of social technique, 
state sovereignty in the realm of law and order corresponds 
to the simultaneous creation of a royal army and bureaucracy 
— the visible representatives of this new centralization. 
Without these, the other elements of sovereignty coidd not 
have been centralized. The state now strove to create a 
financial system which could maintain its miliiary and 
bureaucratic machinery. But this is where absolutism 
failed. First, money could only be obtained through the new 
industries and their exports, but these could not be 
centralized because of their limited economic techniques. 
Mercantilism tried to estabhdi state-owned businesses and 
to exercise state control, but during this period of manu- 
facture economic technique was so rudimentary that* only 
a few large concerns were run at a profit. Moreover, economy 
was passing through a period of expansion in which new 
inventions and newly-conquered economic regions at home 
and abroad constituted the immediate problem, and in them- 
selves required a great number of independent minds, a 
whole class of pioneering ^tes. This is the mam reason 
why absolutism had to give the bourgeoisie a dear fidd as 
far as economics were concerned, and the centralizatirm 
which had been achieved in the army and bureaucracy 
could not be transferred' to the economic sphere. 

Apart from these a democratic control of sovereignty 
became more and more possible. Looking at it fnmi that 
angle the prindple of liberalism devdopi^ two forms of 
freedom : the one which expressed itself in the existence 
of a sfdiete where mutual controls isrevmled (in the fidi 
of trade and of custom), the second, vdiich admitted 
centralization but tried democratically to Control it. In 
the .i»eaent situation, where the economic ^ere became 
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of its new technique is becoming as centralized as the 
military and bureaucratic sections, freedom is faced with, 
the problem of applying the centralized democratic control j 
also to the first sphere. It need not be emphasized that this i 
democracy was at that time, of course, a fairly extensive \ 
oligarchy, but even in this form its achievement was to pro- ' 
duce the new pattern of democratic control. 

(2) Democratic control achieved two important things. 
First, it provided a guarantee that the new representatives 
of sovereign authority would not abuse their power and 
develop into irresponsible dictators. This was achieved 
by the subjection of the administration to the power of 
the legislature or in the most extreme case by the separation 
of powers which forced the legislature, the executive, 
and the judiciary to carry on their work in water-tight 
compartments. It is the old trick of guaranteeing freedom 
by pla3dng off each power against the others, but whereas 
before the establishment of sovereignty it was the local 
authorities who kept the balance between them, it is now 
the functional units who checkmate each other — ^the legisla- 
ture, the executive, and the judiciary. 

(3) The democratic and parliamentary regime was also 
anxious to maintain the balance of power between the 
conti oiling groups represented in Parliament, and to prevent 
any one of the parties or any extra-Parliamentary group 
becoming so strong that it could overthrow Parliament by 
a coup d'itat. This is why the system implied that it was 
dangerous to organize any dass or profession as a political 
unit, and ultimately appealed to the isolated individual, who, 
alone and unfettered, found that his interests were repre- 
sented sometimes by one party, sometimes by another. 
Every class or professional organization held the individual 
in its grip once and for all, and thus accumulated power 
in a way which endangered state sovereignty. At the 
present stage of capitalism this danger has increased, for 
as a result of the centralizing tendendes of social technique, 
large assodations like cartels, trusts, and trade onions 
exercise an authority of their own outside Parliament, and 
in times of crisis threaten the balance of power. 

(4) A fiirther problem is to replace the once spontaneous 
cons^ifflis betwem opposing groups by rational manipula- 
tion. A series of compromises between confiictiag interests 
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maintains dynamic balance in the system. Thus Parliament 
can be regarded as a new technique for reconciling conflicts. 
It is a method of removing intellectual and psychological 
differences, for discussion acts as a cathartic. At one time 
only a read trial of strength could create a momentary 
respite between unending feuds ; now Parliament has 
restored the balance of power, so that it hats rightly been said 
that heads are counted instead of being cut off. Differences 
in power are no longer put to the test of action but are 
revealed by a kind of calculation, expressed in voting. As 
in bargaining, the opposing parties are willing to reduce their 
maximum claims to a point where agreement can be reached. 

(5) The particular merit of the parliamentary system is 
that it separates the vacillating and conflicting motives 
which are present in any process of bargaining. Whenever 
two people or groups are engaged in bargaining, in both, 
the motive of getting the most out of it and the motive 
of securing the bargain as such are continuously fluctuating. 
But parliamentary institutions could be considered as a 
psychological invention for the purpose of separating these 
two sets of motives completely. On the one hand the function 
of the election is to strengthen and to integrate those motives 
which are interested in the maintenance of the bargain. 
The voter, by electing a government, commits him*lf in 
advance to the completion of the bargain and to the 
maintenance of the basic social relationships in the state. 
On the other hand, through the Parliamentary forum 
a public platform has been established to express private 
interests within Parliament itself. In simple barter or 
in the private contracts which were so characteristic of 
feudalism there was always a conflict of interests. Both 
parties were in most cases determined to have it all their 
own way or, failing that, to risk the failure of the contract 
and the destruction of existing institutions. In contrast 
with that, although different interests are represented 
in parliament the desire for agreement can he taken 
for granted. Party bargaining and the public repre- 
sentation of sectional interests are carried out in a way 
which leaves no shadow of doubt as to the fundamental 
desire for agreement behind the process of legislation. 
Economic exchange is also a d^nocratic form of bar- 
gaining and the price represents that unstalfle point of 
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S ''‘'>ritnn at which both parties abandon part of their 
in order to secure the bargain. When the question 
of an economic price is raised the whole social act i« 
potmtially at stake, for if there were the smallest divergence! 
th^ social act wotdd not take place. The parliamentary] 
compromise is likewise the expression of an equilibrium, 
but it is more solid because it prevents the danger of dis- 
agreement going so far that the performance of the social 
act is brought into question. To-day we realize more acutely 
than ever how greatly the cleavage between this deare for 
agreemoit and the institutional representation of sectional 
interests has slackened the tensions of conflict. This psycho- 
logical aspect of the parliamentary system becomes even 
more apparent if one compares it with a person vho is 
driven by ambivalent feelings and is vacillating between 
the two extremes of love and hatred. A skilful psychologist 
would create an opportunity for working out the hatred at 
(me time and the love at another. T^^t would at least 
enable him to show consistency during limited periods of 
h^ life. Whether such skilful separation of an individual's 
vacillating attitudes is possible is beside the point here, 
but strange as it may seem, it is achieved on a large scale 
by parliamentary institutions, which make long range action 
andt'Qo-operation possible by tins very technique of 
separating agreement and disagreement, and giving them 
opportunities for sdf-expression by mearrs of institutions. 

By distributing these two types of motives ova 
longer periods of time, parliamentary institutions do not 
merdy create the possibiUty of long range action but lessor 
emotional tensirm, as they allow for expresaonof resentment. 
Only when we have seen how dktator^ps, both of the Right 
and of the Left, are suffering from the fact that feelings of 
oi^> 08 ition can neither be canalized nor transformed into 
constructive criticism, can we realize the full achievemoit 
of pariiamentary technique. Sabotage from bdow and 
pnt^ horn above are poor substitutes f(H: parliameiitary 
institutirms. 

(Q The parliamentary system also guarantees the sdection 
and rotatim of the leadi^ dites, at lead in the pdRkal 
qrhete. Electkms hdp to control the advancamoit of those 
who ate to exercise pownr. and what k mom, they pimride 
a ratkmal mad peaceful inetiiod of removing th^ who have 
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abused their prestige or pursued a policy ^lich is not in 
accordance with topical needs. Thus both continuity 
and elasticity are secured. 

(7) Democratic control must guud against another 
danger: mass psychology. We have frequen% seen in other 
parts of this book that growing numbers in themselves are 
not a danger to democnu^. For when we meet a vast number 
of individuals, not simply as a mass but organized in groups, 
and actuated either by enlightened self-interest or by an 
idea, we find that they are no longer merely emotional but 
rational in their dealings. The danger of mass democracy 
only arises when unorganized masses are exposed to incal- 
culable waves of emotion, especially in times of crisis. The 
more the rhythm of the trade cycle threatens the security 
of the masses in times of depression the more suggestible 
they become, and under certain conditions they even 
surrender their highest privileges, particularly their right 
to dmocracy, in a passion of excitement. The fathers of 
democracy had this danger constantly in mind, and usually 
made it (^cult to change the constitution itself, providing 
acid tests to prevent the alteration of the systm under 
stress of an emotional mood or of momentary propaganda. 
There is another influence at work which serves the same 
purpose and which W. Lippmaim ^ has brilliantly described 
as “ the many faceted electorate ”. This means that the 
same elector belongs to many different groups ; he is a 
member of a nation, of a district, of a professional oiganiza- 
tion, and so on. Here we have the profound sociological 
discovery that the motives, and desires of a single man may 
vary with the groups in which they are expressed. But 
there are other methods of neutralizing mass suggestibility 
and weakening psychotic reactions, and these include a 
sifting of opinion by experts or tlw referraice of important 
problems to committees or to Parliainent. 

3. The Growing SimUar^ between ^ Liberal-Democraiic 
and the TidaKtarian States 

The extisordinarily subtle machinery of danocratic ocmtrol 
is .cmr^etety at the disposal of a fanned society and could 
prevent it nicmi dq^neiating into a dictatotriiip. Thexmly 

* Z^pBHUtt, Thf Qced SoeMy, LooSoii, lesiS, p. US*. 
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real problem as far as social tephmques are concerned is to 
combine democratic responsibUity vnth rational planning. 
We cannot decide whether democratic machinery will wo» 
in a planned society tmtil we realize the difference betwem 
liberm government at the stage of invention and totalitari^ 
government at the stage of planning. Nor is it only in 
Fascist and Communist states that the government isi 
totalitarian, in the sense that it tries to get all the controls , 
into its own hands. The Western democracies at their 
present stage of development are gradually transforming 
the liberal conception of government into a social one. 
This is chiefly because the state no longer confines its 
attention to the three spheres of legislation, administration, 
and jurisdiction, but is changing into a social service state. 
This change is being rapidly accelerated by the universal 
jneparations for war. 

The essence of the change is from the negative safe- 
guarding of freedom and property to the exertion of a 
positive influence on the process of production and the 
distribution of wealth, as exemplified by the social services. 

The tradition of non-intervention in the Liberal sense 
was abandoned when the state undertook social reforms, 
and indirectly, through taxation, tried to bring about a 
growing equality in income and to transfer property from the 
rich to the poor. Thus every step in the direction of social 
insurance is a breach of the former principle that every 
man should look after his own interests. Social insurance 
is a tremendous advance towards the positive concep- 
tion of the state. This tendency is strengthened every 
time the state attempts either to direct the trade cycle 
from the centre or to counteract its ill effects. The various 
forms of subsidy or public assistance ^ter the collapse of 
great industries or banks, the different types of currmcy 
manipulation, together with the encouragement of publk 
works, the widening conception of public utility, and the 
rise of the social worker, are symptoms of the transfonhation 
of the ccmstitutional state into a state based on social service. 
In addibiott tte donocratic states, like the totalitarian ones, 
ace exphnting ev^ psycholpgukl technique aocordir^ to 
phm. . Fropaganda, wwess, and recreation ace becoining 
a matter of public concern with which the state cannot 
refrain from d^Jing. The institution of broadcasting is a 
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typical example of an opportunity for centralized pro* 
pa^da. Ho^er democratically a programme is planned 
in the B.B.C. it has an influence on the leisure of the masses. 
The mere selection of what will be produced and what 
suppressed will have its effect upon the tastes and conditions 
of the people. Owing to the high costs of radio programmes, 
film industries, and recreation centres, the organization 
of leisure passes more and more into the hands either of 
the state or of business concerns. We seem to have the 
choice simply between commercialized or state controlled 
leisure. In this sense a structural change is taking place 
in all countries and unless new possibilities in the use of 
this centralized influence are invented the quality of 
leisure will be reduced to the lowest common denominator 
of the guides and the guided. Compared with the Liberal 
State the modem state, whether one likes it or not, 
has an almost complete power of control and it depends 
almost entirely on its own good pleasure whether it intends 
to take advantage of it and transform its activities into 
public service. During this process the power of the State 
is bound to increase until the State becomes nearly identical 
with society. It is not society which is absorbing the 
State but just the other way around. The State is absorbing 
society. If the present trends remain unchecked,* the 
State instead of withering away, becomes more and more 
ambitious and powerful 

While Parhament regarded its institutions moely as a 
canalization of the forces of social change, the modem state 
will itself regulate the current of these forces. Former 
states did not manipulate the economic and sodal processes 
which brouglit about the change, but the proUem of the 
trade cycle involves an attonpt at this kind of management. 
For the Liberal state the trade cyde with all its dfects is 
still an inexorable force of nature— at most one could build 
dams here and there and ^ trenches to divert theflow— 
but for the modem state it is a field for experiment. As 
so(m as the Western states have taken up this fundamental 
problem of univwsal security— the managemoit d the 
trade <^de— they will gradusJly be forced to msmipulatc 
all so(M contrm, as ^ dictatorships have done ^mn 
the start. They will have to influence the sodsd advance* 
ment and ded^ of difierent dasses and individuals and 
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incompatibility of planning and democracy which makes 
the solution so difficult to find, but the political and tactic^ 
element. | 

Further, where planning is concerned with process*^ 
which were once completely unregulated, such as tt^ 
manipulation of the trade cycle, the disposition of pnbliit 
works, the re-education of men and women, the regulatiofi 
of social advancement and the co-ordination of the social 
services, there is a natural tendency in modem society to 
enforce co-ordination and control, and this does not in the 
least imply the discarding of democratic responsibility. 

Finally, the great danger in democracy, which is perhaps 
the strongest impediment to its smooth development, is 
the uncontrolled eruption of crowd behaviour. But even 
that can be averted to a great extent, when we have a greater 
knowledge of mass behaviour and when a greater co-ordina- 
tion between institutions and psychological influencing has 
been reached — a possibility which did not exist in previous 
societies. 

To sum up, it is much more plausible to say that the 
parliamentary machinery ceases to work, not because the 
class war and other social maladjustments exist, but 
because the will and the ability to reform is lacking. That is 
to say, we do not provide the social and economic machinery 
for the broader changes in society and we allow social 
institutions and class interests to clash, until these unfettered 
maladjustments become so strong that the political frame- 
work of democracy and parliamentarism is too weak to 
hold such a society together. Where controls are rationally 
co-ordinated, the control of controls must sooner or later 
be run on rationalized lines. The democratic parliamentary 
machinery clearly forms part of this process of rationalizing 
social omtrols. There is no reason therefore why a form 
of the control of control, which is able to deal successfully 
with a limited number of key positions in the democratic 
parliamentary state, should not be applied to a greater 
number of controls in a manipulated mass society. 

6. The Discussion of some Social and Technical Difficulties 
in Transferring Democratic, Parliamentary Contrcds to a 
Planned Society. 

Our optimism with regard to the theoretical consistency of 
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democracy and planning should not blind us to the diffi- 
culties which arise if the whole machinery of society has to 
be democratically controlled. 

Here 1 am not speaking of the political and tactical 
difficulties we have already mentioned, which are always 
apt to arise duripg the transition to a new social order, but of 
the purely technical and functional difficulties, which result 
from transferring these controls to much wider fields of 
society. We shall, of course, deal only with a few of these 
difficulties ; and this, not in the hope of reaching a final 
solution, but from the conviction that the new task of the 
sociologist at least is to discover the fundamental principles 
which govern social organization. Once these principles 
have l^n discovered, further thought and experiment 
have as good a chance of success as in any other province 
of technique. Technical inventions are always the result of 
the concrete application of elementary principles. If the 
principles clash it is very likely that the corresponding 
empirical processes will clash too. Thus it will now perhaps 
be useful to discuss the difficulties on the basis of principles. 

(«) Can the Ultimate Aim of a Planned Society be 
Democratically Determined? 

It has often been observed that the peatest obstacle to 
totalitarian planning on democratic lines is that the ultimate 
aim of the whole plan must be determined in advance. 
From the theoretical and philosophic point of view, those 
who think that it is almost impossible to achieve any 
ultimate purpose in a modem society based on democratic 
princiifies, are perfectly right. Our age is far too 
individualtetic and far too strongly differentiated into 
groups and sects, each aiming at absolutism, to be redu(^ 
to a single common denominator. Liberal society whuffi 
corresponded to the stage of invention could escape this 
problem in so far as it refrained from determining ultimate 
aims by official regulation. This is the meaning of its 
tolerance in all questions of religion and philosophy of life. 
This too is the reason for the formalization of most moral 
issues in the representative thought of the epoch, undtt- 
standii^ by formalization that kind of thought which 
tries to avoid any decision about the content of mwal rules 
and makes the criterion of moral right the idea of formal 
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consistency. Thus, for instance, in the ethics of the age of 
Enl^htenment the inner nature of freedom is purposely 
left undefined. No answer is given to the simple question : 
“ fireedom for what ? " Instead, freedom is described m 
n^ative terms as the non-intmrention of the state in tm 
private life of the individual, or in the form of maxims whicm 
merdy limit its range, as in the dictum that individum 
freedom of action is only restricted as far as is necessary 
to prevent it encroaching on the freedom of others. M 
these methods imply that the liberal state leaves both the 
aims of social d3mamics and the differences of outlook they 
involve to the social process and so evades the responsibility 
of taking important decisions itself. 

In the dictatorial and totalitarian states the situation 
is very different. There the dictators, with the help of a 
small band of storm troopers, miraculously restored to 
the path of uniformity nations which were threatening to 
drift into chaos through their lack of unified purpose. 
This miracle was brought about, of course, by meams of 
concentration camps, standardization, violence, and propa- 
ganda. Now it is natural for those who value freedom and 
humanity to feel that too high a price has been paid for 
this method of creating a single purpose. We must, therefore, 
ask ourselves whether it is not possible to find the mean 
between the two extremes of the absolute indeterminateness 
of social aims and the dictatorial imposition of a closed 
system of dogmas. These dogmas are often merely the 
scurrilous ideologies of the (hctator, or of some semi- 
educated intellectuals among his followers, who before their 
accession to power were known as cranks. 

It has often been said that the one case where planning 
would be possible in the democratic states is the case of 
war. Then— so runs the argument— in a time of crisis 
wi^ victory as the goal it would be easy to obtain public 
recognition of a single purpose and an ultimate value. 
The question is : Carnot a plarmed society, espedally in 
the present poiod of transition, work out a number of 
vital purposes that are clearly determined by^ necessity, 
without the need for war ? Thus a problem wmch may te 
quite insoluble on the titeoretical plane, where aU vahies 
— at least at the present moment— seem to be rdative, can 
be instantly solv^ in practice. The philoscphical ditemma 
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is considoably simplified bjr the fact that Ottr tudude society 
finds itself in an almost military state of emergency. 

The more obvious the upheavals in the trade cycle'become, 
the sooner the incalculable desires of groups and individuals 
will be fused in the demand for security. It is very likdy 
that the slogan of a future state will be “ security and justice 
first and foremost ”, and those who can promise security 
and greater justice will have the prbletaiiat and after the 
recent native experiences with Fascism, the middle dases 
and the reasonable elements among the organizing Sites 
on their side. 

(h) Hierarchy of the Basic Aims to he determined by Praetieal 
Experience. 

If the craving for security springs fromr a long series of 
misfortunes (notably those caused by the booms and slumps 
of the trade cycle), reinforced by a continual dread of war. 
we already have some indications to guide us in drafting 
the simplest regulations concerning these things. The 
manipulation of the trade cycle has definite irapUcations 
in the economic as well as in the soddogical smse, and these 
involve a hierarchy for organizing the necessary action. 

Everything cormected with the reorganization of industry, 
and the encouragement and discomngement of investment, 
will take precedence, for the effect on the whole cyde is 
more important than the satisfax:tion of individual desires. 
If milit^ preparations are included in the scheme, the 
scale of needs will be determined by the supremacy of 
military achievement. It is unfortunate, but this will 
probably be one of the factors compelling the democracies 
to set up a compulsory hierarchy of requiremoats. The 
same basic dtuation will result in a revision of opinitm on 
two further counts, to which we turn in the next paragraphs. 
Peofde will learn that consumer’s choice is not sacr^, and 
the entrqnenenr will find that he has m<xre oontrd over 
his business, if he can be guided in his investments by a 
central plan. 

(e) The LmtiaHon of Consumer’s Choke. 

This doubte manipulation economic madiinety w01 
probably be accompli^ied by d^;rees under pressure of 
circumstances without much fuss as inopaganda. 

The xenunciatum of absolute freedom of chdrx— if it 
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^ould become necessary— will not we^ too heavily on 
the consumer; mainly because the greater part of tljie 
population has never had this freedom of choice and h|s 
bje^ forced by poverty to buy standardized goods. The|e 
is all the difierence in the world between those technic^ 
inventions which mark a genuine scientific advance ani|i 
those which merely satisfy the craving for variety. Thes6 
luxuries are alwa3rs mald^ it necessary to reorganize our 
tedmical equipment and they will probably have to be 
restricted in some way. The impossibility of predicting 
these constant changes in the public taste is at least partly 
responsible for the difficulty of co-ordinating production 
and consumption, and is thus a vital source of maladjust- 
ment. To create a comparative uniformity of taste will 
involve considerable sacrifices, but these will not seem too 
great, if they can provide greater social security. 

Moreover in a democratic society this reduction in the 
incalculable variety of future consumption, as we have 
seen,^ might be attained by means of an advertising cam- 
pa^, provided that it was carefully co-ordinated with 
prcduction. This is merely to invent a new means of pro- 
moting conformity in our basic needs, a conformity wmch 
only declined in the age of liberalism. Traditionalist ages 
have alwa}rs understood how to induce people through 
habits and customs to enjoy conformity in dress, food, and 
housing as more dignified than an a^ess change. This 
unbridled <xaving for variety is not ingrained in human 
nature but is the product of the constant stimulation 
aroused by anarchic competitioiL In order to make 
additional profits one has to create new wants so that 
existing fashions soon become obsolete. According to the 
dogmas of liberal theorists, consumer’s choice is inviolably 
sacred and on it all progress depends. Nothing could be 
more moneous. Freedom of thought in intellectual pro- 
duction is prefectly compatible with the standardizati<m of 
our foimary needs. lippmann has wittily compared the 
position of the consumer in the Liberal age to a customer 
in a restaurant who can dine i la carte t whereas in a jdaimed 
society he would be forced to put up with a table i'Mte 
menu. But there is a possible ccnnprcnnise. In an 

^ Cf. p. 818, iidim vtt diaenw ewtaia •qwete of Um mhw pwblMi u 
UHjr cooom tiw taaymntstioB of dinot into indboet oonttolt. 
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intelligeiitly j^lanned society a whole seri« of menus could 
be provided in every sphere of custom. This avoids the 
chaotic uncertainty of individual idiosyncrasies, and 3ret 
allows for a relative amount of variation in the different 
tjrpes of demand. Events are tending to follow this pattern, 
without , attracting much attention. Mass society brings 
mass production in its train, as far as housing, food, and 
clothing are concerned, without necessarily producing any 
spiritual impoverishment. We must not lose sight of the 
vital principle that in a democratically planned society it 
is quite possible to draw a dividing line between the spheres 
which must be standardized for the sake of planning, and 
those in which individual freedom may be permitted without 
upsetting the whole plan. It is quite easy to live in a 
standar<hzed house, possess a standardized wireless, and 
drive a standardized car without becoming intellectually 
standardized as well. In the same way a university which is 
housed in standardized buildings, and has an administration 
which works like clockwork, may still be entirdy individual 
and unstereot3q)ed in its teachings. It is true that when- 
ever anything is too carefully plaimed and organized in 
a society, there is an abstract tendency for this standardiza- 
tion to l^ome all-embracing. But this only applies when 
we are completely powerless in the grip of these forces. 
As soon as we decide on the limits of our planning, there 
are always ways and means of holding such tendencies 
in check. But people will ask, “ Where is the impulse for 
improvement to come from, if not from competition for the 
goodwill of the buying public ? Until now public opinion has 
expressed itself in terms of prices and this is the ultimate 
spur to new invention, and to the production of goods 
which are more in accordance with the general taste." 

I believe this problem, like many others which seem to 
be theoretically insoluble, can be solved by a wise com- 
bination of techniques. I believe that there exist at least 
two social and tedmical innovations which, when combined, 
will allow the public to decide the future trend of pro- 
duction, as far as consumable goods are concerned, withont 
ronnii^ the risk of injudicious investment on a large scale. 

To-day we have the Industries Fair. It would be possible 
to invent something similar, where the inventor and the 
contractor could {dace their new models on show, and a 
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juiy ol e:q>ei:ts, combined with a scientifically conducted 
public ballot, could decide which products shotild be. 
produced. Statistics with their unproved methods fof 
sampling have shown that the examination of a relativ^ 
small number of well-chosen samples rightly refiects t^ 
opinions and desires of a large number of people.^ | 

Public opinion must help to determine the department^ 
in which production dionld be developed. It should be 
guided by a committee of experts— not unlike a guild— which 
would only sanction models which were artistic and 
technically perfect, and its judgment could be checked by 
the democratic ballot we have just described. 

Here we come to the point where central control over 
capital will inevitably increase, and certain rights possessed 
by the entrepreneur will be curtailed. These tendencies 
are reflected in the slow transformation of the conception of 
property in modem society. 


(d) Modem Transformation of the Conception of Property. 

The old conception of property as the unrestricted use of 
a thing dates from Roman Law, and was maintained until 
recent times, but is now undergoing a gradual trans- 
formation.* It is becoming more and more obvious that 
the ,^njoyment of income and interest and the right to 
disp<^ of capital are two very different things. It is possible 
that m the future things will so devdop that by appropriate 
taxation and compulwry charity this unrestncted use 
could^ be curtailed, and the dis^ition of capital could 
be guided from the centre by cremt control. Foreign credit 
could eventually be controlled as well. If invested capital can 
gradually be duec^ from the centre into the right channels, 
much can be achieved without resortu^ to expropriation. 
Fascism is making unwillingly an interesting experiment 
in its unacknowledged expropriation of the capitalists. It 
has managed to socialize tine power of disposition without 
ejecting the former industrial 4Ute from their posts. 

Transformation of the original form of capital!^ does 
not conast in abolishing the claims of private property, 
but in withdrawing certain functions of the ownership 
of capital from the competence of the capitalists. The 


* Tk*AmartemtaMdBrmthrn$HtiU$tfPtMieOpiiitemAneMMtaemh 
fvmpjcophuM the results of coming electioiis. 

* <4. in tfae Mjikagmphy I S s. 
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tatrepreoesar may still retain his organizing function, have 
a relatively higher income, and keep his social prestige, but 
he will be deprived of his power just as the feudal, lord was 
deprived of his political power at Louis XIV's court. 
The main difference will be that, whereas in the French 
king's Qourt the nobility were compensated for the loss of 
power by the greatness of their prestige, according to 
recent trends of development the entrepreneur will be 
compensated by the new administrative tas^ he will have to 
fulfil. Remembering the Russian experiences, where the 
extinction of the older Elites and of indispensable experts 
was largely responsible for the general lowering of cultural 
standards and of the quality of production, the progressive 
groups might try to von over rather than to ahenate the 
technical and organizing ^tes. 

(«) Planned Social Advancement and the Extension of the 
Social Services 

On the other hand, should such a development take place, 
it is to be expected that the rising classes will only agree to 
retaiu parts of the former ruling 61 ite, if constitutional 
guarantees and effective safeguards are provided against the 
creation of an oligarchy, and plaiming ensures tha^ the 
ablest men rise to the top ; so that within a reasonable space 
of time (if possible in the next generation) the chief 
positions wiU be aUotted solely according to merit. This 
means that wider opportunities must be given for acquiring 
the necessary education, and that professions must bp 
plaimed on the basis of supply and demand, so as to prevent 
the growth of an intellectu^ proletariat. A numerus dausiis 
could be introduced in overcrowded profesrions, lobvided 
that it was based not im discrimination against certain 
groups, but on high qualifications and aptitude for the work. 

Parallel with the guarantee for the advancement of the 
ablest and best quaMed men, assurance must also be given 
that there will a minimum standard of living for every- 
body. Penrions^ health, and unmnploymentinsurancemostbe 
the first tasks which planning undertakes. This would seem 
to be quite possible once the laissez-faire economy has been 
corrected. For the Utter is tesponriUe, in the distmted 
form in vriiieh it exists in the age oi trusts and caxids. 



35* PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

for the maladjustments in the economic order. Apart from 
the guarantee that the careers will be open to the tdents and 
that fundamental security will be provided, the extension of 
the social services is the very essence of planning, in an am 
m which highly developed social techmques replace the 
older forms of neighbourly help. 1 

The social services can be called a form of rational adjust-^ 
ment. Their object is to bring about the readjustment of. 
groups andindividuals who have lost their way in the wilder- 
ness of modem society. This readjustment was, in the first 
period of the industrial age, purely external, confined to 
material help, but it is now being extended to cover psycho- 
logical help as well. It is here that modem society shows a 
growing tendency to interfere with the mental activities of 
the citizen and to proceed from economic to psychological 
guidance. 

(/) Can Freedom in the InteUeciual Sphere he Combined with 

Compidsion as to the Basic Conditions of Social Life? 

Dogmatic thinkers tend to answer this question in terms of 
" one thing or the other ”. They think that the first step 
towards a planned society means complete interference. 
We^on the other hand, believe that the planner can decide 
where to stop.^ We b^eve that psychological freedom is 
impossible until fundamental social relationships have been 
organized. Now there are certain basic virtues which are 
essential to the maintenance of a plaimed society and it is 
necessary that we should use all the resources of our educa- 
tion to create them. These basic virtues are not very different 
from those whidi the ethics of all world religions, among 
others Christianity, have held to be vital : co-operation, 
brotherly help, and decency. This education is primarily 
needed to destroy the psychological anarchy of Hbenu 
capitalism, which is based on the artificial cultivation of 
certain exaggerated attitudes. One of these is the mania for 
competition, which springs not from the desire for objective 

1 Thiauxuinent is partiyanalogoiu to what we have discussed under tiw 
heading " Umitation of Consumers Gtoice " to. 847 ssgg,). But whereas 
thwetheaigument is concemed with the prowem of minimum confonni^ 
aeoeesaiT in the qibere of economic production, we an dealing now with 
the inteuectual mhem as such, in which a certain amount td basic con- 
fonnity seems to be not inoon^tible with fireedom on a bi|^ {dans, 
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achievement and community service, but from sheer self- 
centredness or very often from neurotic anxiety. A demo- 
cratically planned society most thoroughly develop the new 
forms of freedom, but once developed it must defend them 
with the same zeal that any society shows in the defence of 
its fundamental principles. Democracy ought to instruct 
its citizens in its own values instead of feebly waiting 
until its system is wrecked by private armies from within. 
Tolerance does not mean tolerating the intolerant. Once 
integration and equilibrium have been achieved in the sphere 
of elementary human relationships, there must be very far- 
reaching liberty on the higher planes of our spiritual life, 
especially freedom for intellectual discussion. But freedom 
of bought will not be establi^ed merely because it is a virtue 
in itself but because the unhampered exchange of oj^on 
is the only guarantee of social progress. It is essential to 
intellectud production that its freedom of action ^ould be 
preserved in planning. It is necessary to go even further. 
Since research needs considerable financial support, Ifrere 
is a tendency for it to be monoj^ized by a few institutions, 
whidh can always exert a certain pressure on the course of 
its development. This inevitably pots the independrat 
thinker at a disadvantage, and it is all the more es^tial 
to encourage free lance activities by stipends. These stip^ds 
should be allotted by a mixed jury, including a rea^nable 
percentage of jurors who do not represent the views of 
official institutions, but do justice to changes in intellectnal 
life which escape these large and self-contained bodies. 
Only those who have worked their way alone unsheltered 
by institutions, and have thus developed a sense of the new 
needs and currents in socud life are able to develop the new 
approach which is needed, and to produce thereallyc^tive 
incentives. The great institutions which control all instru- 
ments of research and have access to the material would 
profit by this stimulation, for they are always in danger of 
reacting in terms of vested interests, of becoming sdf- 
sufficient and ultimately i^d. In the same m,y vangu^ 
groups of amateius can do valuable work experimenting 
with new ideas and their effect up<m the public in sudi 
fields as the dn ema or wireless where the amount of capital 
invested or the nattue of tbe tedmique inyolved makes the 
c^tral monopoly of centred eactronely probable. One of 
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tiie greatest merits of a free and democratic civilization 
is its readiness to draw on the resonrqes of public taleni;. 
These devices can easily be incorporated into the hameif 
work of a planned society. Adult education has made ii; 
easy to arouse larger and larger sections of the workinilf^ 
classes and to encourage them to educate themselves. 

Self-education is no longer merely intellectual but also 
reli^ous and artistic.^ ^ttlements and colonies where 
artists and labourers mix are likely to find new forms of 
self-expression. As a result of this imusual kind of com- 
munity life, a new valuation of work and leisure * will emerge. 
Once fundamental sodal conformity has been assured, it is 
doubly necessary to provide for plasticity, foresight, enter- 
prise, vitality, and a new sense of reality. Planmng of this 
constructive type, which ddiberately creates fresh o|^r- 
tunities and incentives, is not a contradiction in terms, 
but the only genuine form of planning which exists. In 
this context one is reminded of the ancient Brahmins 
who laid great stress on a punctilious observance of ritual, 
but were very tolerant of philosophic doctrines— even 
atheistic sects were sanctioned. The sociological explanation 
is that once a society has become united on the plane of 
ritual or on any other matter which creates basic con- 
formity, it is all the easier to allow freedom and plastidty 
on a higher level Now philosophically speaking, the frontiers 
which divide the province of this conformity from the 
province where freedom and initiative are essentid can never 
be reallv drawn. I am the last to underrate the difficulty 
of exactly defining these borderlines or to be oblivious of 
the questions which immediately arise. Once we try to 
single out these basic virtues we have to decide upon our 
attitudes toward problems like these. Should a society 
have the r^ht to impose ascetic laws upon its memb^ 
or ate ascetic virtues only linked up with particu^ religions ? 
Are military virtues to be encouraged or should all citizens 
be brought up in the spirit of a brotiierly pacifism ? Even 
if we a{^ ttmt issues such as these present very grave 
difficulties, it is extremely dangerous to remain as we do 
completely inarticulate about &em. Modem society will 

1 Beck, MayinHHeB. Pkaoiopti$ imi PoUa* (ZariCh, 1938. BttroiNi 
in nu» BOdiogcephy m 7 d and IV 2, 8. 
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have to make up its miud upon these points if it is not to 
drift into chaos. Fortunatdy such problems can usually 
be solved more readily in practice than in theory. It must 
be rmnembered that even in the liberal order sdiools and 
churches were forced to decide these points and never failed 
to reach a decision. Why should not a planned society 
make its own decisions when it has expert advice at its 
disposal and when the social services are there to inform 
it about the effects of its r^ulations on individuals ? In 
borderline cases it may be accepted as a general rule that 
functional considerations should prevail^ — ^that is to say 
decisions should be based on principles which estimate the 
value of moral regulations by the contribution they make 
to the maintenance of the social order. If war is threatening, 
heroic virtues will be needed. If consumption outstrips 
production, restrictions, even ascetic restrictions, will be 
needed. And we ^ould 'Qot forget that the basic virtues 
are generally a matter of habit and only rarely involve 
careM ddiberation and decision in the individu^. 

(g) The Necessity for SepareUing Long Range PoUey from 

Temporary Issues and for Introducing the Principle of 

Leadership where Rapid Decisions are Essential. 

Although it may not be easy we must make a clear 
distinction between those institutions and programmes 
which refm: to the very structure of society and involve a 
long range policy, and those which reflect merely temporary 
and fluctuating changes. The former must be safeguarded 
by constitutional guarantees, so that they will not be 
exposed to passing moods or reversed by a mere plebiscite. 
Ihe various departments of social affairs should be graded 
according to their importance and plasticity. The issues 
which havea bearing on long range j^cy should be dearly 
separated from those whidt help to bring about adjustmmits 
to fluctuating needs. This is the meanly of consciously 
planning socm change in a society in wfai^ not even the 
dynamic dements are left ui»x>ntrolled. 

This diarp divisimi between the minimum amount of 
organization whith is necessary for the working of a planned 
sodety, and spheres where fre^om and vaiietymust prevail. 

My artida, " Mm Ednesttm and Groap A&atyais," taSAwaliiw/SN' 
Dmmwy. aditad fay J. Otwa and S. M, W. Tama. Loadoa, NW. 
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is all the more necessary because it is the only way of 
competing with the more conscious policy of the totalitariw 
states and their swifter powers of decision. For this reason 
the principle of leadership should be adopted in certain 
places and in dealing with certain t3rpes of affairs. The^ 
is nothing wrong with the principle of leadership in itself ; 
on the contrary, it is the right method to adopt in dealing 
with the new groups which arise when the older institutions , 
have decayed, or in coming to a lightning decision in an 
emergency. It only becomes an evil when it operates without 
democratic sanction or responsibility, or when it seizes the 
opportunity of becoming absolute and irremovable. 


(A) Plebiscites in the Age of Mass Society. The Problem 
of the Education of Emotions. 

We must be determined to adapt the genuine principles 
of democracy to mass society, instead of regarding certain 
democratic devices as sacrosanct in themselves. If we con- 
sider the plebiscitary element in democracy, we are justified 
in saying, after the experiences of the last epoch, that of all 
democratic institutions, it has made the largest contribution 
to the destruction of the system. The plebiscitary principle 
drivK people towards what we have described as crowd 
psycnology. This crowd psychology is one of the chief evils 
to be feared, a precipice before which democracy stands. 
The mobilization of the entire populace to hold a plebiscite 
in circumstances which are more characteristic of a farce 
than of a turning-point in the national destiny, is one of 
those democratic customs which are apt to become meaning- 
less, once the social background and the social techniques 
have chai^;ed. The referendum was only reasonable when it 
applied to the citizens of a small conununity. Now since it 
appears in the guise first given it by Napoleon III, that of a 
managed display of mass emotion, it no longer has an honest 
part to play in democratic society. A modem plebiscite 
treats the individual as a spectator, whereas in the smaller 
democratic groups he was an active and co-operative 
member of the conunime.* Tbe spectator is known to be 

* lindaay, A. D.. The EsmtHeit of Demoeraey (William J. Cooper 
Faiandati<m Lecturn), Loadoa, 1935, gives a most illnminating attain 
of ttM sodal conditio8s under whicti drawciacjr origaialiy used to work. 
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completely irresponsible^; he is simply there to see the 
show, and has no intention of weighing the facts or 
grasping the implications of the spectacle. The plebiscite 
has lost its original function ; it no longer appeals 
to individuals living in concrete groups, or draws their 
attention to concrete problems, but is addressed to members 
of an indefinite and emotional mass. The purpose of 
democracy is not to play on the emotions of the masses, but 
to prevent the vacillating reactions of popular feeling from 
frustrating the rational and considered opinions of the nation. 

In discussing the merits and faults of the plebiscite the 
new science of democratic institutions should not be too 
dogmatic. Rather it should be thoroughly realistic and 
discuss the changing meaning of democratic principles in 
relation to the new sociological and psychological background 
of a changed society. 

It will then be obvious that the function of the plebiscite in 
the context of a mass society has been completely reversed. 
For it no longer interprets the general will as the expression 
of the considered intentions of the citizens, but is rather 
the result of skilful agitation and a powerful propaganda 
machine. It follows that the democratic principle in mass 
society must be reformed in two directions. On the one hand 
we must surpass the limits of the age of Enlighterihient 
and rationalism in so far as we must rediscover the integrating 
significance of emotions in mass society. On the other, 
we must co-ordinate emotion and reason on a new level. 
As to the function of emotion in the new society the 
democracies miust learn from the totalitarian states that 
the emotional integration of mass society cannot be effected 
by techniques which were adapted to the democracy of 
little communities, or the democracy of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries which was restricted to the upper 
classes. But the acceptance of the role that emotion must 
play in modem society will not lead us to accept the spirit 
in which the modem totalitarian techniques are used. For 
^t spirit merely utilizes the lowest common denominator 
in the moods of the masses, and confines the co-operation 
of the citizen to fluctuating emotional reactirais. For us 
the significance of emotion must be rediscovered in a new 

* Cf. oa the psychology of the spectator in A. Vierkesdt'e G$$ri hc k» fi *' 
khn, Stuttgart. 1928, part 5, f 45. 
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sense and greater emphasis laid on the appreciation of those 
basic issues which ultimately integrate groups, and on those 
fundamental values which are the products of the historic^ 
hfe of l^e community, and on new ideals which aim at thi^ 
just reconstruction of society. 

Fasdmi is a form of group integration which is mainly) 
effective in the emotional sphere. There is no attempt to 
£rect this stream of emotion into chaimels where it could 
join forces with reason, judgment, and responsible action. 
Instead of exploitii^ these emotions in this way so as 
to choke the developmmt of the intellectual faculties, 
modem democratic education should regard the emotional 
element as a necessary preliminary in the re-education of the 
masses.^ Feir from being over-intellectual in outlook as was 
the age of Enlightenment, the modem theory of thought 
acknowledges the significance of emotion in the process 
of discovery and reasoning, and still more in the field of 
group education. 

Tq-day we know that without a certain amount of 
enthusiasm no knowledge can be assimilated, that the 
significance of certain issues can only be realized in the 
context of collective processes, which ultimately have 
their origin in the unconscious strivings of the group. 
Thisf of course, does not mean that emotion is an end 
in itself or a touchstone of troth, or that group education 
is nothing but an appeal to the emotions. Scully handled, 
emotions do not obstruct the evolution of the higher faodties 
of the mind ; their function in group education is ultimately 
to pave the way for reascmed judgment. If our educational 
institutions are co-or<hnated and planned iliey will 
gradually advance from the miotional stage to a mastety 
of the emoticms. The education of the masses, if it is 
demoontically planned, does not involve the inculcation 
of a creed, but starts with certain issues where there is 
c<nnplete emotional agreement, and gradually passes on 
to a more individual level of Critical s^-contrd. 

But it is only possible to start from the emotkmal 
conformity of primary groups in those democratic countries 
where tl^ disintegration of the groups, and their traditional 
life, hasnot g<me too far. . If it h^ the task of bringing about 
ba^ amfo^ty, educational planning will obvio^y be 
evm more difili^t. A consdous attempt at community 
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reorganization and the readjustment of disint^pnted 
personalities will be needed.^ 

Only when that basic integration is achieved will it be 
possible to turn to the task of creatii^ opportunities for 
the growth of personality, and differentiating attitudes. 
Only against such a background will it be successful. In the 
process of that primary conscious reintegration propaganda 
may play a valuable role. For propaganda, if rightly 
understood, does not necessarily mean the inculcation of 
false creeds, but the most successful way of dealing with 
impulses and desires which are not yet embodied in the 
groups in which we live. It is at once the simplest and 
most superficial form of reintegration. But whereas in 
fascism the spirit of propaganda imposes itself on all other 
institutions, in a modem planned democracy it ^ould 
represent merely a phase in the hierarchy of educational 
influences. Its aim should be to capture disorganized 
groups and individuals, in order to reorganize them as 
quicUy as possible, even on the most sup^dal emotional 
level. But as democracy means the gradual education of 
the people, and the cultivation of judgment and refinement, 
the primary integration should gradually be transf med to 
other education^ agencies; and their various grades 
should be carefully worked out : not in order to incnjcate 
the same doctrine on different planes, but so as to educate 
the individual out of his dependence on mass emotion. Once 
such a re-education has b^ carried out on a large scale, 
the plebiscite might once more have a real function in 
democratic society. 

(*) Certain Tendencies towards Objectivism and the 
Decrease of the PoUHcai Element in Modem Society. 

The recent emphasis upon the plebiscitary elemmt in 
mass society reflects a universal paradox of our age n^ch 
'we have already met within another context. The growth 
of organization and the g^ieral interdependence of 
institutions make for an increase in raticmality and detach- 
ment. On the other hand, mass mnoticms tend to sweq> 
away all traces of foresight and calculation. 

* a; in Bttdtognphjr in 6, m 74 IV 5. 
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Vital as it is for a democracy that people should make 
their own contribution to the direction of public affairs, it i^ 
equally important that these contributions should merely 
serve as an indication to the Government, but should not 
in their crude state be immediately put into practice. Much\ 
depends on whether our new social techniques are capable ' 
of sublimating and incorporating these genuine impulses of 
the community in the social order. The disastrous effect 
of the interference of mob emotions with governmental 
work presents a problem also to the dictatorial societies 
and they have dealt with it in two different ways. They 
either try to neutralize the desire to take part in the decision 
by making use of every technique for diverting public opinion 
by pageantry and sport, or else they stage " spontaneous ” 
demonstrations after the decision has been made. 

Fortunately, modem society has other mechanisms at its 
disposal if only it will use them. For elections may weU be 
regarded as a ^de only, as an ultimate indication to the 
consulting bodies who have to carry out the public’s wishes. 
In this way only the ultimate direction of public affairs is 
to be treated as a political matter and would remain an 
emotional issue, whereas as a general rule the translation 
of this policy into practice would gradually become a 
purely technical matter. 

The reduction of the political element is essential for any 
form of planning, as the continuous flash of emotions 
and group valuations hinders the execution of the plan. 
Thm it is worth while watching all those factors in our 
society which tend to make most subjects non-political, 
once the essential major decisions have been taken. This 
applies particularly to the manipulation of the trade cycle. 
Ine task of straightening out its booms and slumps and 
repairing the damage it has done, is only partly a political 
problem ; it is largely a matter of science and technique. 
It is that any intervention from the key positions is 
of political importance in so far as the support lent to some 
groups injures others, and any compensation for these 
injuri^ has still further repercussions. Yet once a com- 
pnHuise has be«i reached on the main questions of policy, 
the probl^ is far more exclusively confined to its scientific 
and technical aspects than it was in the age of free c(»n- 
petitimi ; for then society was composed of warring atoms 
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and social madunety could not be adapted to the real needs 
of the case. 

Another consequence of the manipulation of the trade 
cycle will be the spread of bureaucracy and the plaiming 
of professional promotion, whidi, in its turn, means a 
decrease of the political element. 

The more the trade cycle makes unemployment (both 
of intellectttaland manual labour) the most important issue, 
the more the solution of the problem will depend on the 
allocation of existing posts according to certain principles, 
rather than natural mechanism of competition. 

It is very likely that, owing to the growth of the social 
services, sooner or later appointment boards and vocational 
guidance bureaux will dominate the field. Such institutions 
will not merely be charged with the registration of candidates 
but also with their selection, re-education, and training. 
If these tendencies are not to develop into a new form of 
spoil-system, distributing all the best opportunities among 
party members, much must be done to improve objective 
methods of testing. The demand that the distribution 
should be on the basis of an objective examination of 
candidates must become an important political issue for 
democracy. The old democratic principle of equality of 
opportunity and the selection of the fittest will be even^more 
important in the future, because in our age the just 
distribution of the existing jobs is even more important 
than in the past. To-day the fear of unemployment 
can be used to blackmail every citizen into a complete 
dependence either on the party machine, or on the state. 
The prevention of such a spoil-system is necessary not 
only because it is unjust in itself, but because by pushing 
achievement into the backgroimd it must lead to social 
decay. England is well on the way towards a planned system 
of promotion, for here at least an attempt has been made to 
redress the plutocratic principle by mdowing scholar^ps 
and by filling at least some important vacancies by 
means of competitive examinations. This system could 
be extended. But if promotion were r^[ulated by objec- 
tive criteria, such as talent and achievement, one of the 
most important provinces of our common life would have 
ceased to be political. If the regi^tion of the trade cyde 
were gradually to beomne non-pditical as well, it would be 
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posable to maintain that it is only in the first stages of 
planning that everything seems to become more poUtical,^ 
and that subsequently more and more spheres of life axe'; 
governed by purely functional standards. 

The reason seems to be that in the first phase of planning | 
these spheres are political, because all parties are seeking “ 
for an absolute monopoly of power, using existing arrange- ’ 
ments solely for the satisfaction of their own limited interests. 
They are willing to plan, but only in order to secure their 
own advantage. There is nothing new in that kind of group 
egotism, it has alwa}^ existed in the past, for people have 
always wanted to increase their share of the spoil. What is 
new is that every group now craves for an absolute monopoly, 
and can only adbdeve its aim by thinking in terms of the 
social machine as a whole. Although at the beginnu^; the 
new trend is completely disastrous, since all sections aim 
at the complete extinction of their enemies, there is a 
faint hope that the inner contradictions inherent in it will 
lead to a solution. 

First of all, the absolutism which makes all parties struggle 
for a monopoly may end in a new balance of power, for any 
marked advance by any one group in that direction mobilizes 
the rest of the population and forces it to co-operate. Then 
the f^t that even the dictatorial group has to learn to think 
in terms of the whole social machine makes for the growth 
of the type of mind which — even perhaps after a long poiod 
of confilict — realizes that in the long run plannii^ can only 
work smoothly after the more blatant difierences in weaJth 
and of^rtunity have been abolished. Such a tendency 
would ^timately transform a class war into a Intimate 
struggle for different schemes of reform. Again, this 
dev^pment is not a necessary one, but it is pessUfie. 
Thus it is all the more important to reinforce every tendency 
which is w«n:king in that direction. 

If this the(»ry is correct, the second phase of plannmg 
would gradually diminish the number of purdy political 
issues and matter of &ct solutions would prevaiL In the 
part this process has already taken place on a smaller scale. 
With the growth of the state— as we have seen— many local 
and sectarian interests were subordinated to fihe advantage 
of a lai^ whole. \i^th tiie growth of a cohaent and 
eo-ordinated system of social tec^ques it soMt became dear 
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that many pett^ deci»(ms which once seemed to be a 
question of opinion and aim, were largely dependent on 
the solution of a technical problem of co-ordination. But 
politics have not yet disappeared from view; they are 
now concerned wim the key positions rather than with 
the texture of everyday life. 

A hj^enic or sanitary problem is usually solved by non- 
political means ; it is a question of the best scientific methods 
to employ, and political differences are inconceivable. In 
the same way scientific planning tends to re^d a growing 
number of problems as non-political But hygienic questions 
were once also regarded from a non-technical standpoint, 
in an age in which the rational treatment of disease and 
the avoidance of infection were outlawed owing to certain 
philosophical and superstitious beliefe. It was impossible 
to come to an agreement as long as any deviations from 
traditional attitudes were treated as heresies. Once it 
cotdd be proved with scientific exactitude that certain 
processes could avert the danger of infection, only the 
question of values remained — whether life was worth saving 
— and on this question agreement could be reached without 
much difficulty. There is no doubt that the values involved 
in hygienic questions are much simpler than those of the 
social sciences, where political and philosophical implications 
are more dosely intertwined with the pure facts than 
anywhere else.^ But it could be ^own that the apparent 
impossibility of reconciling this conflict of values is ultimatdy 
rooted in politics ; and politics— in our age at lea^— are to 
a great extent connected Urith the unequal distribution of 
scarce commodities. 

This point of contention will vanidi as soon as the whole 
population is provided for and security is regarded as a 
fundamental right, a universal daim on Ae social services, so 
that everyone is entitled to a ffiir place in the social scheme, 
according to hu merits. The necessity of prevoiting pditics 
from dogging the wheels of planning is one of the fact^ 
whidi, in the run, makes for equality of opportunity 
in a planned sodety. Planni^, therefore, ultimatdy leads 
to the spread of democracy in the sense of a fundamental 

^ Cf.iHtfix«fBreiie»to11ieq«eitionoftlMaatnwofvalaaUont&tiw 
utnnl and Ktencw. Smgilev Davis, "The AppUcattoa d Social 
Scteaee to Binaaal Tii(latiaas,"d«it. See. See., Ap., 1936. 



364 PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

equality. Thus planning tends to counteract a danger it 
has itsdf partly created — ^the dictatorial monopoly of key; 
positions. Both tendencies are ioherent in planning, and ii. 
k a question of policy which should be strengthened. This,\ 
tendency towards equality does not prevent anyone planning' 
an imequal distribution of property and power. Society 
can be planned in the form of a hierarchy as well as in the 
form of a democracy. But planning based on the inequality 
of classes or estates probably cannot last long, because these 
inequalities will create so great a tension in society that it 
will be impossible to establish even that minimum of tadt 
consent wluch is the conditio sine qua non of the functioning 
of a system. 

If we sum up these tendendes we find that in spite of con- 
siderable difficulties, there is always the possibility of 
adjusting the old prindple of social organization to the new. 
We may venture to say that in this process it is utterly 
imposdble -to compromise between the old prindple of 
laissez-faire liberalism and planning, whereas planning and 
democracy are not merely compatible but even comple- 
mentary. From the wreckage of liberalism nothing can be 
saved but its values, among others, the belief in a free 
personality. But its technique, which is based on the 
prindple of laissez-faire, is gone for ever. It is impossible 
to take over a sodal technique which bases its hopes solely 
on spontaneous adjustment between the social forces, for 
our sodety has left the atomistic stage of small units far 
behind. Tlius the old ideal of freedom can only be attained 
by the technique of planning for freedom. 

Freedom and democracy can no longer be preserved 
through the idle praise of abstract prindples by men who 
are entirely ignorant of the social tedmiques which could 
render them effective, and of the political and tactical methods 
by which they are to be put into practice. If in this 
brok we have said mote about techniques than about tactical 
issues, it is because, as far as social conditions and sodal 
techniques are concerned, there is a real chance for sociology 
to make a creative contribution to the reconstruction of our 
sodety. But in the field of political tactics it is extremely 
difficult fbr the scientist to make any valid forecast or to 
give any sound advice, for tactics deal with everchanging 
ccmfigurations in the struggle for political power. One can 
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give a valid anal3rsis of the compatibility of different social 
systems and teclmques, and of their probable effects : but 
even if there is agreement as to aims, one can give tactical 
advice only for a limited period, that is, as long as the rela- 
tive positions of groups and classes remain constant. Which 
grou^ would and should co-operate in the class struggle 
and in the seizure or maintenance of power in the inter- 
national field cannot, as we have seen, be absolutely stated, 
since this will depend on the nature of the enemy and the 
source of the attack. No theoretical considerations could 
indicate what form alliances in a future war would take, 
whereas it is possible rationally to analyse the technical 
issues in the reconstruction of our society. 

The difficulty of theorizing on tactical issues sometimes 
persuades people to become irrational in the sphere of politics. 
They are too ready to assume that politics are merely a 
question of power. They sometimes say, " Wait till we are 
in power— the rest will come of itself.” Yet our experiences 
with Fascism have taught us that power without sociological 
knowledge is blind and ends by making society a prison for 
the citizen or by involving os in diaos. If we are going to 
learn anything at all in the decades to come it must be ^t 
power in itself does not suffice unless it be linked up with a 
scientific as well as a human understanding of tte social 
situation. If anything creative emerges from the general 
disillusionment of an age which has witnessed the practical 
deterioration of the ideals of Liberalism, Communism, 
and Fascism, it can only be a new experimental attitude 
in social affairs, a readiness to learn from all the lessons 
of history. 

But one can only learn if one has belief in the power 
of reason. For a time it was healthy to see the limitations 
of the ratio, especially in social smairs. It was healthy 
to realize that thinking is not powerful if it is severed 
from the social context and ideas are only strong if they 
have their social backing, that it is useless to sp^d 
ideas which have no real function and are not woven into 
tte social fabric. But this sociological interpretation of 
ide^ may also lead to complete despair, discouraging the 
inffividuail from thi nking abrat issues which wffl definitely 
becmne the concern of day. This discouragement of ^e 
intelligent^ which may lead them to too quick a resigaation 
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of their proper function as the thinkers and forerunners of 
a new society, may become even more disastrous in a sodsd. 
setting where more dej^nds on what the leading dites may' 
have in mind than in other periods of history. The>\ 
theory that thought is socially conditioned and changes at;\ 
difierent periods in history is only instructive, if its ' 
implications are fully realized and applied to our own 
age. 

In an age of fully developed techniques the opinions of 
the dite are of less significance, though this may cut both 
ways. The ideas of the suppressed minorities will 
automatically lose in relevance but the power of the ideas 
held by the leading Elites will be increased in their efficiency. 
For the nature of communism in Russia it was not a matter 
of minor importance which ideas were held by Lenin or 
later by Stalin. Similarly in Germany the ideas of paganism 
or anti-semitism do not spring in their present Himansiftn 
directly from the actual circumstances of society, but depend 
to a very large extent on ideas previously held by the smaller 
or larger groups now risen to power. This fact means, if 
we apply it to ourselves, that the conclusions we arrive 
at in the period of transformation under the existing con- 
(htions of free investigation and research, will be of greatest 
sig^cance for the period to come, in which the planning of 
society will be carried out by people who have been moidded 
by the main trends of our age. It is true that even to-day 
ide^ can create no new worlds by themselves, but it is 
decisive for future events whether or not sound thinlcing 
goes on to-day and whether it reaches the ruling Elites, 
^ese conaderations tend to make it even more desirable 
in the present period of reconstruction to consider what is 
the best form of planning and how far it is practicable to 
combine planning with dements of freedom. After a long 
search for abstract principles the time must come when 
mom people will realke, even if they have to learn it fix>m 
their own distress, that the reconstruction of society is a 
matter life and death for every citizen, and that most of 
our calamities can (mly be removed once we have understood 
that politics form a set of problems whidi can never be 
solved by prejudice, but only by a gradual and omsdientious 
study oi society. 



Part VI 


FREEDOM ON THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 




Real Understanding of Freedom a Prelude to Action 

Planning raises the fundamental philosophical question ; 
" Is not an ideally planned society a prison, a strait-jacket, 
even compared with the almost intolerable life led by many 
classes in an unplanned society ? In the latter many people 
may be threatened with insecurity, but the individual is still 
(potentially at least) a free agent and can cope with his 
difficulties himself. Does not the continual development of 
social technique lead to the complete enslavement of the 
individual ? ” The question is only too justified, and if a 
human solution of our present problems is to be possible at 
all, an answer must be found. 

It is all the more necessary to consider the possibility of 
freedom in an age of highly developed social technique, as a 
conception of freedom modelled on the preceding age is an 
obstacle to any real understanding of our problems and 
hinders the transition to a new t3rpe of action. Both the 
man in the street and the practice politician have 'vague 
conceptions of freedom, so that a historical and sociological 
explanation of the term is no barren speculation but the 
prelude to action. 

We are gradually coming to realize that the contemporary 
forces which have led to the development of social technique 
express the desire of the human mind to control, not merely 
its environment but also, through the latter, itself. Half- 
hearted techniques lead to the enslavement of mankind ; 
fully considered techniques to a higher level of freedom. 

It is by no means an accident that the problem of freedcmi 
has been one of the most recurrent in the history of religion 
and the philosophy of man. In spite of all the efforts which 
have been made to solve it during the course of history, it 
seems to us that the problem of determinism and free will 
has always been couched in too abstract a form. The 
philosophies of the past in so far as they deal with the 
subjective aspects of the problem have penetrated into the 
deepest levels of the self. But the same cannot be said 
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about the objective asp^. The question " Is man free ? ” 
in rdation to tbe outside world can only become concretqi 
if one does not think of the universe as a whole buljl 
becomes aware of the fact that the forms of freedom can'.\ 
only be formulated in reference to a given society and to then 
sodal tedmiques existing in it. The type of fr^om which ; 
is possible in one society cannot be reasonably demanded in 
another, whidi may have other forms of freedom at its 
command. In diort the actual form depends to a large 
extent on the level of social technique and is also deter- 
mined by the following frctors : 

1. The control which can be exercised over social alhdrs 
within the framework of the existing social structure. 

2 . The type of foreaght whidi is possible in a given 
social pattern. 

3 . The strength of the desire for a sdence of government 
at the present stage of devdopment ; by which I mean 
the eagerness of the ruling 41ites to avw themselves of 
any existing or potential teowledge as to the fairest and 
most effident methods of conducting social aSairs. 

To the abstract approach of a naive mind which conceives 
of freedom in genersd toms without reference to the concrete 
historical situation, freedom corresponds to the strength of 
human initiative, the desire to ii^uence sodal con<htions 
which are as yet uncontrolled or uncontrollable. This 
definition is va^e, so that the question how far and in 
udtich form initiative is possible in a given sodety, can 
receive many differoit answers according to the nature of 
the social structure. It is equally indeterminate with r^;ard 
to another question : How far can a definite type of sodal 
environment be changed and where are the best points to 
intervene? The answer to these inquiries will again dqiend 
on the nature of the historical situation. 

1 diould like to give two simple examples to prove that 
the possible types of freedom vary in different sodeties. 
In friendship 1 caU myself free if I always have the 
(qqprnrtunity of opposing my partner’s widres. If it were 
necessary to cominomise I should still feel free, {oovided 
X agreed to this corrqrromise of my own accord. But I 
no longer fed free if my partner got his way by 
idqrdcal fmce or 1 ^ psychdogical oon^aldrm, for instance 



REAL UNDERSTANDING OF FREEDOM 371 

by hypnosis. Thus in a hdrly simple social relationship 
such as Mendship, freed(»n is expressed in the continnal 
opiwrtunity for resistance, in the continual possibility of 
taking the initiative, in the continual process of voluntary 
compromise with the wishes of one's partner. On the 
same Hevd, coercion would correspond to pennanent 
subjection, a permanent sacrifice of initiative. 

Ine situation is quite different if we imagine a small 
organized^up. It would be senselesstobeUevet^t its free- 
dom consisted in all its members exerting their free will 
and demanding that every step which was taken by the group 
should alwaj^ be an unstable compromise between different 
impulses. Aju organized group can only act collectively if, 
when cffganized action is necessary, individuals obey the 
prescribed rules. And yet one does not feel that in joining 
an organization a man necessarily renounces aU initiative 
and nee will, but rather that in spite of the sacrifice of 
unlimited individual fireedom, the distinction between free 
and authoritarian organization can be seen in the methods 
of regulating collective action. In the former, freedom 
consists in a clear definition of the spheres where comidete 
freedom of action is possible, and of democratic control 
over the roles governing the regulated spheres. But 
we should no longer call an organization free if it fiiade 
continuous efforts to regulate every sphere of action, 
allowing individual members no say in the aim and organiza- 
tion of its activities, while its officials were not elected but 
dictatorially appointed from above. This example wffl 
suffice to ^ow how senseless it is to translate one social 
relational in terms of another, and to speak of lack of 
freedom in the abstract instead of thinking what form of 
freedom is possible in a given social setting. 

In our next example we shall deal with another aspect 
of freedom. Here too we shall study the problem at different 
stages of group formation and in different social settings. 
But this time we shall understand by freedom, not so 
much freedom of actirm but tiie possibility of self-exi»ession. 
We should scarcdy caU a friendship free, if the stronger 
partner would never allow the other to express his fedi^ 
spontaneondy but forced him to act the hypocrite. We 
diotild say ft^om of sdf-expression existed ff there were 
a cratkual ^ve and take of enmtiQn, an emotioiial harmony 



372 FREEDOM AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 

based on a conunon outlook ; the result of a spontaneous 
discussion of situations and events. 

In an organization emotional freedom of this kind is out 
of the question. An organized group can only function if 
its members have become accustomed to certain institutional 
attitudes from the outset. Obedience to orders is not 
enough, emotions must be subject to control, at least in 
certain spheres. Instead of the complete freedom of self- 
expression to be found in the first example, education and 
training have produced certain permanent attitudes of 
mind, and therefore in some directions at anv rate, have 
suppressed this freedom. 

At the second stage social relationships have grown so 
complex that institutions are essential, though they can 
still be democratically controlled. But the same principle 
applies, and we can still decide whether an organization 
is wantonly depriving its members of their humanity and 
turning them into robots, and whether emotional control 
has been established by authority or by consent. 

When character building has reached this stage, not every 
influence is regarded as a tyranny, but only those whidh 
are imposed by a minority without the consent of the group, 
or which interfere with self-expression to an unwarranted 
degitte, considering the real needs of that particular en- 
vironment. In any case freedom of self-expression cannot 
be measured by standards which are transferred from one 
social setting to another. Freedom in the femily is one 
thing and freedom in the playground is another ; the free- 
dom of a religious sect differs from that of a political party, 
and the social guarantees of freedom must vary in conception 
accordingly. 

But these sociolr^cal variations in the conception of 
freedom only become significant when we consider the 
problem, not merely in relation to the different groups and 
settings in any given society, but from the standpoint of 
the three stages in the development of social ted^que, 
which we have already discussed. 

At the stage of chance discovery, of trial and error, 
freedom expresses itself in direct action on and reaction 
to the stimuli of the surround!^. Lack of ficeedmn is 
felt if one is prevented fnnn taki^ the necessary steps to 
satisfy one's wishes as th^ arise. At this stage, not unlike 
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an animal which feels hampered when it is prevented 
from using its body as it wishes, man feels hfr freedom at 
stake when he is not allowed to handle things or people as 
he hoped to do. The immediateness with which fr^om 
expresses itself at this stage is not essentially changed 
when man has learnt to use the simple tools. The difrerence 
is only that by identification with these tools he will feel 
frustrated when he is denied their use or possession just 
as though they were an extension of his body. Although 
the use of the simple tools does not surpass the stage of 
chance discovery, it marks an advance, for the process of 
adjustment is becoming more active. The equilibrium 
between man, his desires and his environment is now 
brought about by altering part of the surroundings instead 
of snatching at any pleasure which offers itself. Any 
obstacle to the occasional alteration of these surroundings 
is regarded as a threat to freedom. 

In the process of this active adjustment to the surroundings 
we pass to the second stage— that of invention. Owing to 
an accumulated knowledge of tools and their combined 
uses we can set more and more intermediate ends and means' 
between ourselves and some ultimate goal which might 
still be very vague. At the stage of invention we learn to 
make oursdves more and more independent of natural 
conditions as they happen to occur, so that this increased 
command over intermediate aims becomes the most vital 
expression of our freedom. An employer, a man of property, 
a bureaucrat and a general have greater freedom than 
their subordinates because they can determine both the 
aims of an enterprise and the methods of achieving than. 
Apart from frreedom to decide one’s own destiny and dispore 
of one's own property, freedom will depend on the influoice 
one is able to exert in determining the aims whidi are to 
be realized collective action. 

Technique, while fredi^ os from the tyranny of nature, 
^ives rise to two new forms of dependence. All progress 
m technique is bound up with additional social organization. 
If I use letter weapons in a hunting expedition or irrigate 
the soil to make it more fertile, the necereary prdiminaries 
sudi as the production of the weapons or the construction 
of canals can only be completed means of a ctdlective 
division of labour, Thus no soon^ has technique made 
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me independent of nature than it subjects me in the same 
measure to the inevitable social coercion which co-operation 
entails^ ’ 

But there is another reason why tedmique is apt to pro- 
duceanewformofdeterminism. It has an unintentional enect 
upon the dhoice of ends, and ultimately on tiie psychology 
of mankind. The first step towards the technical alteratioh 
of the surroundings, the first impulse which led a man 
for instance to collect leaves in order to make a comfortable 
bed, instead of going to sleep on the bare ground or in the 
nearest cave, had immediate reactions. Man has begun a 
series of actions which have made him more delicate and 
this process of civilization has changed him. When we 
consider the fact that every invention has helped to change 
mankind, it soon becomes clear that our own age is not 
the first in whidi man, in changing his environment, has 
changed himself. He has alwa 3 rs done it quite unconsciously 
in the past. The more we consider the history of this process 
the more obvious it becomes that the formation of character, 
even in the past, was in no way exclusively dependent on 
the inner development of the individual. The cumulative 
effect of civilization alters, not merely our relationship to 
nature, but our own character as well. 

Ait the second stage (that of invention), a far more 
complicated “second nature" replaces the first. This 
" second nature ’’ is technique — and the organized relation- 
ships which the mastery of technique demands. The more 
technique frees us from the arbitrary force of drcumstance, 
the m(H% we are entangled in the network of social relation- 
idiips we have ourselves created. From the human point 
of view this “ second nature " is no less chaotic and menacing 
than the first, as long as these relationships cannot be 
grasped nr tb^ totality and therefore controlled. It is 
immaterial whether man be destro 3 red by hunger and 
earthquake, or by social maladjustments leading to war 
and revdution ; the effect is just the same, althot^ the 
original calamity was due in the first case to natural, and 
in the second to social, causes. The course of events as a 
whole is unpredictable, just as natural events were unfftedict- 
able before they had b^ studied. We are free to produM 
and manipalate individual tools, or to devise certain 
organizathms and then work than out in detail, but we axe 
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powerless at this stage both theoretically and practically 
to master the cumulative eiiects of mass pS3fchology or of 
the trade cyde, or of maladjusted institutions. 

In this context too it is clear that the meaidng of fireedom 
varies with the situation and that freedom in man's direct 
struggle ^th nature is something entirely different from 
freedom in his struggle with “second nature”. At the 
level of the first man is free if he can adapt himself 
immediately to a given situation. He is in full possession 
of his freed^ as long as he is confronted by absolutely 
chance conditions, but if anyone prevents him carrying out 
his 0 ^ experiments with the situation he feels thvrarted. 

TUs direct sense of freedom, of not being thwarted in 
making one’s adjustments, can still be maintained when 
further stages in the development of social technique 
produce new forms of determinism and also of freedom. 
This primary freedom will remain, in spite of a more 
complicated social structure, as long as men are bent on 
canying out their immediate wishes and on finding 
spontaneous forms of self-expression. At the stage of 
invention the test of freedom is not mere spontaneity, 
but the desire to create conditions where social adjustment 
is possible inst^d of simply accepting things as they are. 
One feels free when one can make or choose one’s own 
material or set up an organization with certain definite 
aims in view or at least take part in its administration ; 
in short, when one is free to invent. For the sake of this 
freedom men are willing to forgo their primary liberty of 
action. They do not feel frustrated if they have to take 
the necessary mechanical steps to make an institution work 
or give up certain forms of self-expression, inovided that 
they have a right to determine the aims in view or to have 
a voice in determinixg them. They allow educational and 
religious institutions to exercise a deliberate influence over 
Ae character and S3rstentatically to kumlcate haJsits and 
ideals which are not the result eitho: of trial and error or of 
a process of spontaneous growth. Of course there is nothiig 
new in letting oneself be finmed by institutions, for mankind 
has always been moulded by cu^oms and Imbits, but in 
fhe past this has been due to the irresponsible and invisible 
hand of history. The decinve factor at the present time is 
that isdated institntkms sudi as schools and trahm^ 



376 FREEDOM AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 

colleges are deliberately established for a purpose. But the 
reguktion of this vast interplay of institutions has never 
b^n attempted and at the second stage would be regarded' 
as sheer audacity. 

Although this unregulated mass of institutions is as \ 
impenetrable and as uncontrollable as nature itself (if 
on a different plane) men accept this determinism with 
the same resignation as they accepted the impossibility of 
controlling natural forces at an earlier stage. If men who 
had been moulded by the educational tendencies prevailing 
at the stage of invention had been told that by co-ordinating 
social institutions they could bring order out of chaos, 
they would have felt that this was not merely a foolhardy 
suggestion but an attack upon the freedom of mankin d. 

Although the blind play of social forces is destro3dng 
humanity they regard this destruction as part and parcel 
of their freedom, simply because it is anonymous and 
directed by the invisible hand of history. At an earlier 
date complete subjection to the caprices of nature was 
regarded as essential to individual freedom. Uncivilized 
man feels that his freedom is threatened when a doctor 
saves him from the blind forces of an epidemic by inoculation. 
It cost a tremendous effort to convince men at the stage of 
chassce discovery that they could be free if they would 
make full use of technical devices to challenge the powers 
of nature ; and it will require a tWough re-education to 
convince them that to combat the blindness of the social 
forces by the help of human regulation will make man 
freer than he has been before. The new forms of freedom 
will always be rejected until men have been spiritually 
prepared for them, and cease to think in.terms of an earlier 
phase of social existence. 

The new conception of freedom creates the desire to 
control the effects of the social surro unding s as far as 
possible. This is no mere daydream, it is based on the 
fact that enormous advances in social technique allow 
us to influence &e conduct of social affairs from the key 
portions, according to a definite plan. Once we have realized 
this, our outlook on life will change, and we shall feel that 
while this chaotic tangle of institutions continues we are 
no longer free. In order to dear up this confusion we must 
be willing to f<»’go our former liberties, just as we were in 
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passing from the first stage to the second ; provided that 
in doing so we gain conttol of the entire social environment. 
In many spheres we have abandoned those forms of freedom 
which allowed the individual to use his inventive powers 
as a means to his own ends, without considering the 
consequences for society as a whole. The sacrifice of this 
primary form of freedom will lead to our complete enslave* 
ment unless we are willing to accept the further implication 
of it and thus strive to regulate the entire social network : 
that is, to regulate all social relationships so as to secure 
the collective freedom of the group in accordance with a 
democratically recognized plan. From now on men will 
find a higher form of freedom in allowing many aspects of 
their individual lives to be determined by the sodd order 
laid down by the group, provided that it is an order which 
they themsdves have ^osen. 

At the stage we have just reached, it seems to be greater 
slavery to be able to do as we like in an unjust or badly 
organized society, than to accept the claims of planning in 
a healthy society which we ourselves have chosen. The 
realization that fair and democratic planning does not 
involve the surrender of our freedom is the mainspring of 
those arguments which show that an unplanned capitalist 
society is not the basis of the highest form of liberty. , 

It has rightly been pointed out that the “ liberties ” of 
liberal capitalist society are often only available to the rich, 
and that the "have-nots" are forced to submit to the 
pressure of circumstances. The real representative of this 
society would be the free workman, who had the right to 
sell his labour in a " free " market, or if he preferred, to 
give up the struggle and starve. What is the use of freedom 
in teaching and learning to a poor man who has neither the 
time nor the means to acquire the necessary education ? 
What use is the freedom to choose our own philosophy of 
life, to form our own opinions, if the sociologies mechamisms 
of our society create insecurity, anxiety, neuroses, whidi 
prevent us from making sound and rational dedsbns ? 

Those who ding to the forms of freedom which were 
current at the stage of invention retort : " What use is the 
best social order if it is simply imposed on the individual 
and he cannot escape firom it ? What use are the wisest of 
institutions if I am not free to live my own life ? I would 
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rather w6rk out my own solution, however inadequate, 
to a difficult state of affairs, than be forced into the mould 
of a situation, however skilfully designed.” 

This antagonism clearly ^ows that the question is on^ 
insoluble b^use the concept of ffeedom of the second 
stage has been applied to the third. It is just as impossime 
to want a rational and planned society without foregoiik 
the luxury of arbitrary interference, as it was for tw 
individual at the stage of invention to preserve his desire 
for an absolute spontaneity of adjustment. 

The guarantees of freedom are entirdy different at the 
three stages. At the first stage freedom is really equivalent 
to freedom to escape. The possibilities of fleeing from a 
tyrant, of taking one’s head out of the noose, of escapmg 
cUrect pressure, Aese are the most obvious maria of freedom. 
At the second stage where an increasing number of isolated 
institutions fill up the framework of society and where 
each is allowed, broadly speaking, to go its own way, the 
most vital guarantee of freedom consists in playii^ off 
these institutions against each other. This is reflected in the 
political theory of checks and balances. At this stage the 
balance of power seems to be guaranteed by the mutual 
supervision and control of individual instituticms. Where 
the^ is no higher authority to which aU lesser powers are 
subject, freedom can only be guaranteed by a balance of 
nune or less subordinate authorities. 

At the third stage, that of planning, freedom cannot consist 
in the mutual control of individual institutions, for this can 
never lead to planned coH>peration. At the highest stage 
freedom can onl;^' exist when it is secured by planning. It 
cannot consist in restricting tlm powers of ^ {danner, 
but in a conception of planning whidh guarantees the 
existence of essential forms of fr^om througdi the iplan 
itself. Fmr every restriction imposed by limited authorities 
would destrc^ the unity of the plan, so that sodety would 
rogr»s to the former stage of competition and mutual 
omtid. As we have said, at the stage of planning freedcnn 
can onfy be gua^teed if ^ planning authority incospocates 
it in t& i£in itself. Whether the sovereign authonty be 
an individual or a grouj) or a p^mlar assonbly, it must be 
oMnpellai ^ democratic control to allow full scope for 
freedom in its plan. Once all the instruments of inflneiKii% 
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human bduivionr have been co>ordinated, planning for 
freedom is the <»>ly logical form of freedom wUdh remains. 

This most be caref^y considered, for it would be easy 
to adopt the wrong tactics if we continued to thitiir that 
freed(»n could be guaranteed by luniti^ the unity of the 
plan, instead of insisting that constitutional guarantees of 
freedom ^ould be included in the plan its^, and that 
real political safeguards should be estabIMied lor its 
maintenance. Where the key points of a society have 
already been determined, freedom can only be seemed by 
strat^ic direction from the key points and not by their 
destruction. 

As soon as the problem of freedom — as opposed to laisser- 
faire — is seen to consist in the creation of free zones within 
the planned structure, the whole question becomes more 
detaUed. Instead of ^e unified and abstract conception, 
concrete issues arise. The various historical interpretations 
of freedom, freedom of movement, freedom of expression, 
freedom of opinion, freedom of association, freedom from 
caixice and tolerance are all special obligations which most 
be met by the new society. For naturally the advent of 
planned freedom does not mean that all earlier forms of 
freedom most be abolished. We saw in the forma: parts 
of the book that an advance to a higher social levd does not 
exclude the preservation of former t3rpes of action, thought 
and freedom. On the contrary, the planned retention of 
ancient liberties is a guarantee against exaggerated 
dogmatism in planning. We have learnt to realize that 
even when society has passed to a new stage in many 
^heres of its existoice, some of the old forms of adjustment 
could still continue. Wherever it is possible and the |dan 
is not endangered every effort must be made to maintain 
the i»iinaiy form of freedom— freedom for individual 
adjustment. This was ^ptimatdy retained at the stage of 
invmtion, and in qnte of an increasing mechanization, it 
hdped to presmre vitality and strengthen initiative. Thus 
one of the guarantees of freedom in a pl^ed society will 
be the maintaiance of the individualGapacity fen: adjustment. 
In the same way tiie freedom adiieved at the second stage 
of invmtion must be retained in a planned society wherever 
possiMe. C«mstituti<mal i»ovisi<m most be made f<x the 
creaticai of new institntiicms throng the initiative ot smidl 
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gtonps, in order to supply the needs of local circles rather 
♦han toose of the centr^ed bureaucracy. It is one of 
the greatest advantages of the AngIO'>Saxon tradition that 
most public institutions, such as hospitals, schools, an4 
univeraties, are not maintained by the state but ate forced 
as a rule to be seU-suppcniing in order to prove the necessity 
for their existence. This principle of corporate initiativ^ 
these conceptions of the responsibilities and risks which, 
must be borne by small groups, are diaracteristic of the 
stage of invention and are genuinely soimd. They may 
mitigate exaggerated tendencies towards cmtralization, for 
this technique is a safeguard against bureauoacy and helps 
to keep the jdanning authorities in toudh with actual 
conditions. Of course once society has reached the stage 
of planning separatism and locad autonomy cannot be 
allowed to have the last word as at the stage of invention. 
Although even in the future corporations must take the 
initiative in suggesting new institutions, centralized control 
is essential, in order to criticize any tendendes which are 
hkdy to dash with the plan as a whole. This criticism 
might easily lead once more to an arbitrary bureaucracy, 
whidi under cover of objective criticism would oppose the 
natural growth of these institutions. 

Bpt this can only happoi if there is no power greater 
than bureaucracy, for toe problem of the democratic 
constitution of a plaimed sodety mainly consists m avoiding 
bureaucratic absolutism. 

It all depends on whether we can find ways of transferring 
democratic, parliamentary control to a planned sodety. 
If this contixd is destro 3 red in the effort to establito a planned 
society, planning will be a disaster, not a cure. On the 
other hand, plaiming under commumd control, incorporating 
saf^juards of the new freedom, is the only solution possible 
at toe present stage of social tedmique. The chances of 
adiieving this new sodety, to be sure, are limited. It is 
not absdutdy predetermined. But this is just where our 
new freedom b^jins. We have seen toat the quality of 
freedom varies not only with toe a^, but within the 
boundaries of a sin|^ society which |[ives different scopes 
to liberty of action. Our present sodety provides for one 
kind of needom within toe network of establito^ rdatom- 
toips. But it offers us freedom of another degree outside 



REAL UNDERSTAliDING OF FREEDOM 382 

thent—in those q>heres where our world is still in ti>e 
making. 

Within the framework of established relation^ps we 
can only gradually alter small details, burdened as we ate 
by the pressure of that interdepoident system whkh too 
often gives our acts only the sccq>e of the mason replacing 
did bricks in a wall that is already built.> But there is a 
space round the wall where new tilings have to be done, 
where new activity from key positions is rMuired. Hoe 
as much spontaneity is demand of our actions as in the 
first stage where primary freedom reigned. Here is scope 
for the pioneer, for in face of future possibilities eadi of 
us must choose what he would strengthen, what he would 
overthrow. Thus human fredlom is not extinguished 
v^ben we readi the stage of mass society ; on the contrary, 
this is where its genuine vigour is needed. If we are only 
willing to contemplate that sector of life in which it is 
required, we shall see that the man of to-day has far 
more freedom in the determination of his destiny than the 
unsodological ethics of the past would have us bdieve. 
Why search the past with a romantic longing for a freedom 
that is lost, when that freedom is now ready to come into its 
own if we only have the courage to see what must be seen, 
to say what must be said, to do what must be done? 
Righ^y understood, recoit tendencies towards a tftass 
society, and our ever increasing awareness of the determinism 
of sociological frictors do not release us from responsibility 
for the future ; responsibility increases with every advance 
in the course of history, and has never been greater than 
it is to-day. 
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